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PREFACE. 


THE first idea of this History was conceived many years 
ago, at a time whin ancient Hellas was known to the English 
public chiefly throuyh the pages of Mitford; and my purpose 
in writing it was to rectify the erroneous statements as to 
matter of fact which that History contained, as well as to pre- 
sent the general pheaomena of the Grecian world under what 
I thought a juster and more comprehensive point of view. My 
leisure, however, was not at that time equal to the execution 
of any large literary undertaking ; nor is it until within the 
last three or four years that I have been able to devote to the 
work that continuous and exclusive labor, without which, 
though much may be done to illustrate detached points, no 
entire or complicated subject can ever be set forth in a man 
ner worthy to meet the public eye. 

Meanwhile the state of the English literary world, in ref 
exence to ancient Hellas, has been materially changed in 
more ways than one. If my early friend Dr. Thirlwall’s 
History of Greece had appeared a few years sooner, I should 
probably never have conceived the design of the present 
work at all; I should certainly not have been prompted to the 
task by any deficiencies, such as those which I felt and regret- 
ted in Mitford. The comparison of the two authors affords, 
indeed, a striking provf of the progress of sound and enlarged 
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views respecting the ancient world during the present gener 
ation. Having studied of course the same evidences as Dr 
Thirwall, I am better enabled than others to bear testimony 
to the learning, the sagacity, and the candor which pervade 
his excellent work: and it is the more incumbent on me to 
give expression to this sentiment, since the particular points 
on which I shall have occasion to advert to it will, unavoidably, 
be points of dissent oftener than of coincidence. 

The liberal spirit of criticism, in which Dr. Thirwall stands 
go much distinguished from Mitford, is his own: there are 
other features of superiority which belong to him conjointly 
with hisage. For during the generation since Mitford’s work, 
philological studies have been prosecuted in Germany with 
remarkable success: the stock of facts and documents, com- 
paratively scanty, handed down from the ancient world, 
has been combined and illustrated in a thousand different 
ways: and if our witnesses cannot be multiplied, we at least 
have numerous interpreters to catch, repeat, amplify, and ex- 
plain their broken and halfinaudible depositions. Some of 
the best writers in this department— Boeckh, Niebuhr, 
O. Miiller — have been translated into our language ; so that 
the English public has been enabled to form some idea of the 
new lights thrown upon many subjects of antiquity by the in- 
estimable aid of German erudition. The poets, historians, 
orators, and philosophers of Greece, have thus been all ren- 
dered both more intelligible and more instructive than they 
were to a student in the last century; and the general pic- 
ture of the Grecian world may now be conceived with a de- 
gree of fidelity, which, considering our imperfect materials, it 
is curious to contemplate. 

ft is that general picture which an historian of Greece is 
required first to embody in his own mind, and next to lay out 
before his readers ; — a picture not merely such as to  elight 
the imagination by brilliancy of coloring and depth of senti- 
ment, but also suggestive and improving to the reason Nog 
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omitting the points of resemblance as well as of contrast with 
the better-known forms of modern society, he will especially 
study to exhikit the spontaneous movement of Grecian intel- 
lect, sometimes aided but never borrowed from without, and 
lighting up a small portion of a world otherwise clouded and 
stationary. He will develop the action of that social system, 
which, while insuring to the mass of freemen a degree of pro 
tection elsewhere unknown, acted as a stimulus to the crea 
tive impulses of gentus, and left the superior minds sufficiently 
unshackled to soar above religious and political routine, to 
overshoot their own age, and to become the teachers of pos 
terity. 

To set forth the history of a people by whom the first spark 
was set to the dormant intellectual capacities of our nature,— 
Hellenic phenomena, as illustrative of the Hellenic mind and 
character,— is the task which I propose to myself in the 
present work ; not without a painful consciousness how much 
the deed falls short of the will, and a yet more painful con- 
viction, that full success is rendered impossible by an obstacle 
which no human ability can now remedy,— the insutliciency 
of original evidence. For, in spite of the valuable expositions 
of so many able commentators, our stock of information re 
specting the ancient world still remains lamentably inadequate 
to the demands of an enlightened curiosity. We possess only 
what has drifted ashore from the wreck of a stranded vessel ; 
and though this includes some of the most precious articles 
amongst its once abundant cargo, yet if any man will cast his 
eyes over the citations in Diogenes Laértius, Athenzeus, or 
Plutarch, or the list of names in Vossius de Historicis Gra. 
cis, he will see with grief and surprise how much larger is 
the proportion which, through the enslavement of the Greeks 
themselves, the decline of the Roman Empire, the change of 
religion, and the irruption of barbarian conquerors, has been 
irrecoverably submerged. We are thus reduced to judge of 
he whole Hellenic world, emmently multiform as it: was, 
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from a few compositions; excellent, indeed, in themselves, but 
bearing too exclusively the stamp of Athens. Of Thucydides 
and Aristotle, indeed, both as inquirers into matter of fact, 
and as free from narrow local feeling, it is impossible to speak 
too highly ; but, unfortunately, that work of the latter which 
would have given us the most copious information regarding 
Grecian political life — his collection and comparison of one 
hundred and fifty distinct town constitutions — has not been 
preserved : and the brevity of Thucydides often gives us but a 
single word where a sentence would not have been too much, 
and sentences which we should be glad to see expanded into 
paragraphs. 

Such insufficiency of original and trustworthy materials, as 
compared with those resources which are thought hardly suf- 
ficient for the historian of any modern kingdom, is neither ta 
be concealed nor extenuated, however much we may lament 
it. I advert to the point here on more grounds than one. 
For it not only limits the amount of information which an 
historian of Greece can give to his readers,— compelling him 
to leave much of his picture an absolute blank,— but it also 
greatly spoils the execution of the remainder. The question 
of credibility is perpetually obtruding itself, and requiring a 
decision, which, whether favorable or unfavorable, always in- 
troduces more or less of controversy ; and gives to those out 
lines, which the interest of the picture requires to be straight 
and vigorous, a faint and faltering character. Expressions 
of qualified and hesitating affirmation are repeated until the 
reader is sickened; while the writer himself, to whom this 
restraint is more painful still, is frequently tempted to break 
loose from the unseen spell by which a conscientious criticism 
binds him down, — to screw up the possible and probable 
into certainty, to suppress counterbalancing considerations, 
and to substitute a pleasing romance in place of half- 
known and perplexing realities. Desiring, in the present 
work, to set forth all which can be ascertained, together with 
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such conjectures and inferences as can be reasonably deduced 
from it, but nothing more,—I notice, at the outset, that faulty 
state of the original evidence which renders discussions of 
credibility, and hesitation in the language of the judge, una- 
voidable. Such discussions, though the reader may be as- 
sured that they will become less frequent as we advance into 
times better known, are tiresome enough, even with the com- 
paratively late period which I adopt as the historical begin- 
ning; much more intolerable would they have proved, had I 
thought it my duty to start from the primitive terminus of 
Deukalion or Inachus, or from the unburied Pelasgi and 
Leleges, and to subject the heroic ages to a similar scrutiny. 
[ really know nothing so disheartening or unrequited as the 
elaborate balancing of what is called evidence,— the compar- 
ison of infinitesimal probabilities and conjectures all uncertir 
fied,— in regard to these shadowy times and persons. 

The law respecting sufficiency of evidence ought to be the 
yame for ancient times as for modern; and the reader will 
find in this History an application, to the former, of criteria 
analogous to those which have been long recognized in the 
latter. Approaching, though with a certain measure of 
indulgence, to this standard, I begin the real history of 
Greece with the first recorded Olympiad, or 776 B.c. To 
such as are accustomed to the habits once universal, and still 
not uncommon, in investigating the ancient world, I may ap- 
pear to be striking off one thousand years from the scroll of 
history ; but to those whose canon of evidence is derived 
from Mr. Hallam, M. Sismondi, or any other eminent histo- 
rian of modern events, I am well assured that I shall appear 
lax and credulous rather than exigent. or sceptical. For 
the truth is, that historical records, properly so called, do not 
begin until long after this date: nor will any man, who can 
didly considers the extreme paucity of attested facts for two 
centuries after 776 B. C., be astonished to learn that the state 
of Greece in 900, 1000, 1100, 1200, 1300, 1400 B. Gy etary 
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—or any earlier century whicl it may please chronologists te 
include in their computed genealogies,— cannot be described 
to him upon anything like decent evidence. I shall hope, 
when I come to the lives of Socrates and Plato, to illustrate 
one of the most valuable of their principles,— that conscious 
and confessed ignorance is a better state of mind, than the 
fancy, without the reality, of knowledge. Meanwhile, I begin 
by making that confession, in reference to the real world of 
Greece anterior to the Olympiads; meaning the disclaimer 
to apply to anything like a general history,— not to exclude 
rigorously every individual event. 

The times which I thus set apart from the region of hig- 
tory are discernible only through a different atmosphere, —= 
that of epic poetry and legend. ‘To confound together these 
disparate matters is, in my judgment, essentially unphilo- 
sophical. I describe the earlier times by themselves, as con- 
ceived by the faith and feeling of the first Greeks, and known 
only through their legends, —without presuming to measure 
how much or how little of historical matter these legends may 
contain. If the reader blame me for not assisting him to de- 
termine this, —if he ask me why I do not undraw the curtain 
and disclose the picture, —I reply in the words of the painter 
Zeuxis, when the same question was addressed to him on ex- 
hibiting his master-piece of imitative art: “ The curtain és 
the picture.” What we now read as poetry and legend was 
once accredited history, and the only genuine history which 
the first Greeks could conceive or relish of their past time: the 
curtain conceals nothing behind, and cannot, by any ingenuity, 
be withdrawn. I undertake only to show it as it stands, — 
not to efface, still less to repaint it. 

Three-fourths of the two volumes now presented to the 
public are destined to elucidate this age of historical faith, 
as distinguished from the later age of historical reason: to 
exhibit its basis in the human mind,— an omnipresent religious 
and personal interpretation of nature ; to illustrate it by com 
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parison with the like mental habit in early modern Europe 
to show its immense abundance and variety of narrative 
matter, with little care for consistency between one story 
and another ; lastly, to set forth the causes which overgrew 
and partially supplanted the old epical sentiment, and intro- 
duced, in the room of literal faith, a variety of compromises 
and interpretations. 

The legendary age of the Greeks receives its principal 
tharm and dignity from the Homeric poems: to these, there- 
‘re, and to the other poems included in the ancient epic, an 
entire chapter is devoted, the length of which must be justi- 
fied by the names of the Iliad and Odyssey. I have thought 
it my duty to take some notice of the Wolfian controversy as 
it now stands in Germany, and have even hazarded some 
speculations respecting the structure of the Iliad. The so 
ciety and manners of the heroic age, considered as known in 
a general way from Homer’s descriptions and allusions, are 
also described and criticized. 

I next pass to the historical age, beginning at 776 B.c. ; 
prefixing some remarks upon the geographical features of 
Greece. I try to make out, amidst obscure and scanty indi- 
cations, what the state of Greece was at this period ; and I 
indulge some cautious conjectures, founded upon the earliest 
verifiable facts, respecting the steps immediately antecedent 
by which that condition was brought about. In the present 
volumes, I have only been able to include the history of Sparta 
and the Peloponnesian Dorians, down to the age of Peisis- 
tratus and Croesus. I had hoped to have comprised in 
them the entire history of Greece down to this last-mentioned 
period, but I find the space’ insufficient. 

The history of Greece falls most naturally into six com- 
partments, of which the first may be looked at as a period of 
preparation for the five following, which exhaust the free life 
of collective Hellas. 

I. Period from 776 B. c. to 560 B. ¢., the accession of 
Peisistratus at Athens and of Croesus in Lydia 
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II. From the accession of Peisistratus and Croesus to the 
repulse of Xerxes from Greece. 

III. From the repulse of Xerxes to the close of the Pelo 
ponnesian war and overthrow of Athens. 

IV. From the close of the Peloponnesian war to the bat- 
tle of Leuktra. 

V. From the battle of Leuktra to that of Chzeroneia. 

VI. From the battle of Cheroneia to the end of the gen- 
eration of Alexander. 

The five periods, from Peisistratus down to the death of 
Alexander and of his generation, present the acts of an his- 
torical drama capable of being recounted in perspicuous suc- 
cession, and connected by a sensible thread of unity. I shall 
interweave in their proper places the important but outlying 
adventures of the Sicilian and Italian Greeks, — introducing 
such occasional notices of Grecian political constitutions, phi- 
losophy, poetry, and oratory, as are requisite to exhibit tke 
many-sided activity of this people durimg their short but 
brillant career. 

After the generation of Alexander, the political action of 
Greece becomes cramped and degraded, — no longer interest- 
ing to the reader, or operative on the destinies of the future 
world. We may, indeed, name one or two incidents, especially 
the revolutions of Agis and Kleomenés at Sparta, which are 
both instructive and affecting; but as a whole, the period, 
between 300 B. c. and the absorption of Greece by the Ro 
mans, is of no interest in itself, and is only so far of value 
as it helps us to understand the preceding centuries. The 
dignity and value of the Greeks from that time forward be 
long to them only as individual philosophers, preceptors, as- 
sronomers, and mathematicians, literary men and critics, med 
ical practioners, etc. In all these respective capacities, 
especially in the great schools of philosophical speculation 
they still constitute the light of the Roman world; though, 
as communities, they have lost their own orbit, and have be 
ome satellites of more powerful neighbors. 
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I propose to bring down the history of the Grecian com- 
munities to the year 300 B.c., or the close of the generation 
which takes its name from Alexander the Great, and I hope 
to accomplish this in eight yolumes altogether. For the next 
two or three volumes [ have already large preparations 
made, and I shall public. my third (perhaps my fourth) in 
the course of the ensuing winter. 

There are great disadvantages in the publication of one 
portion of a history apart from the remainder ; for neither the 
earlier nor the later phenomena can be fully comprehended 
without the light which each mutually casts upon the other. 
But the practice has become habitual, and is indeed more 
than justified by the well-known inadmissibility of ‘“ long 
hopes”’ into the short span of human life. Yet I cannot but 
fear that my first two volumes will suffer in the estimation of 
many readers by coming out alone, — and that men who value 
the Greeks for their philosophy, their politics, and their ora- 
tory, may treat the early legends as not worth attention. 
And it must be confessed that the sentimental attributes of 
the Greek mind— its religious and poetical vein —here ap- 
pear in disproportionate relief, as compared with its more 
vigorous and masculine capacities, — with those powers of 
acting, organizing, judging, and speculating, which will be re- 
vealed in the forthcoming volumes. I venture, however, to 
forewarn the reader, that ther> will occur numerous circum- 
stances in the after political life of the Greeks, which he will 
not comprehend unless he be initiated into the course of their 
legendary associations. He will not understand the frantic 
terror of the Athenian public during the Peloponnesian war, 
on the occasion of the mutilation of the statues called Her- 
mze, unless he enters into the way in which they connected 
their stability and security with the domiciliation of the gods 
in the soil: nor will he adequately appreciate the habit of 
the Spartan king on military expeditions, — when he offered 
his daily public sacrifices on behalf of his army and his coun 
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try, — “always to perform this morning service immediately 
before sunrise, in order that he might be beforehand in ob- 
taining the favor of the gods,’”! if he be not familiar with the 
Homeric conception of Zeus going to rest at night and 
awaking to rise at early dawn from the side of the “* white- 
armed Héré.”’ The occasion will, indeed, often occur for 
remarking how these legends illustrate and vivify the politi 
cal phenomena of the succeeding times, and I have oni 7 now 
to urge the necessity of considering them as the beginning of 
@ series, —not as an entire work. 


1 Xenophon, Repub. Lacedwmon. sap. xi. 3 Aci dé, 6rav Vinras, dpxe- 
Tat ev TobTov Tod py ov Ere KvEdaiog, « Aa puvery Buvdduevoc THY Tot Seek 
sbvotav. 


Lonpon, March § 1846- 


PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION OF 
VOLUMES I. AND II. 


In preparing a Second Edition of the first two volumes 
of my History, I have profited by the remarks and correc- 
tions of various critics, contained in Reviews, both English 
and foreign. I have suppressed, or rectified, some positions 
which had been pointed out as erroneous, or as advanced 
upon inadequate evidence. I have strengthened my argu- 
ment in some cases where it appeared to have been imper- 
fectly understood, —adding some new notes, partly for the 
purpose of enlarged illustration, partly to defend certain 
opinions which had been called in question. The greater 
number of these alterations have been made in Chapters’ 
XVI. and XXI. of Part I., and in Chapter VI. of Part IT. 

I trust that these three Chapters, more full of speculation, 
and therefore more open to criticism than any of the others, 
will thus appear in a more complete and satisfactory form. 
But I must at the same time add that they remain for the 
most part unchanged in substance, and that I have seen no 
sufficient reason to modify my main conclusions even respect- 
ing the structure of the Iliad, controverted though they have 
been by some of my most esteemed critics. 

In regard to the character and peculiarity of Grecian le 
gend, as broadly distinguished throughout these volumes from 
Grecian history, I desire to notice two valuable publications 
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with which I have only become acquainted since the date of 
my first edition. One of these is, A Short Essay on Primee- 
val History, by John Kenrick, M. A. (London, 1846, publish- 
ed just at the same time as these volumes,) which illustrates 
with much acute reflection the general features of legend, 
not only in Greece but throughout the ancient world, — see 
especially pages 65, 84, 92, et seg. The other work is, 
Rambles and Recollections of an Indian Official, by Colonel 
Sleeman, — first made known to me through an excellent no- 
tice of my History in the Edinburgh Review for October 1846, 
The description given by Colonel Sleeman, of the state of 
mind now actually prevalent among the native population of 
Hindostan, presents a vivid comparison, helping the modern 
reader to understand and appreciate the legendary era of 
Greece. I have embodied in the notes of this Second Kdi- 
tion two or three passages from Colonel Sleeman’s instruc- 
tive work: but the whole of it richly deserves perusal. 

Having now finished six volumes of this History, without 
attaining a lower point than the peace of Nikias, in the tenth 
year of the Peloponnesian war, — I find myself compelled to 
retract the expectation held out in the preface to my First 
Edition, that the entire work might be completed in eight 
volumes. Experience proves to me how impossible it is to 
measure beforehand the space which historical subjects will 
require. All I can now promise is, that the remainder of the 
work shall be executed with as much regard to brevity as is 
consistent with the paramount duty of rendering it fit for 
public acceptance. 


London, April 3, 184% 


NAMES OF GODS, GODDESSES, AND HEROES. 


Fo.L.Lowine the example of Dr. Thirlwall and other excellent 
scholars, I call the Greek deities by their real Greek names, and 
not by the Latin equivalents used among the Romans. Fo~ the 
assistance of those readers to whom the Greek names may be less 
familiar, I here annex a table of the one ard the other. 


Greek. Latin. 
Zeus, Jupiter. 
Prseidon, Neptune. 
Arés, Mars. 
Dionysus, Bacchus. 
Hermés, Mercury. 
Hélios, Sol. 
Héphestus, Vulcan. 
Hadés, Pluto. 
Héré, Juno. 
Athéné, Minerva. 
Artemis, Diana. 
Aphrodité, Venus. 
Eés, Aurora. 
Hestia, Vesta. 
Létd, Latona. 
Démétér, Ceres. 
Héraklés, Hercules. 
Asklépius, Aisculapius. 


A few words are here necessary respecting the orthography 
ot Greek names adopted in the above table and generally throughe 
out this history. I have approximated as nearly as I dared to 
the Greek letters in preference to the Latin; and on this point I 
venture upon an innovation which J should have little doubt of 
vindicating before the reason of any candid English student. For 
the ordinary practice of substituting, ina Greek name, the English 
C in place of the Greek K, is, indeed, so obviously incorrect, that 
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it admits of 110 rational ,ustification. Our own K, precisely and 
in every point, coincides with the Greek K: we have thus the 
means of reproducing the Greek name to the eye as well as to 
the ear, yet we gratuitously take the wrong letter in preference 
to the right. And the precedent of the Latins is here against us 
rather than in our favor, for their C really coincided in sound 
with the Greek K, whereas our C entirely departs from it, and 
becomes an S, before e, 7, @, @, and y. Though our C has so far 
deviated in sound from the Latin C, yet there is some warrant 
for our continuing to use it in writing Latin names, — because we 
thus reproduce the name to the eye, though not to the ear. But 
this is not the case when we employ our C to designate the Greek 
K, for we depart here nct less from the visible than from the audi- 
ble original; while we mar the unrivalled euphony of the Greek 
language by that multiplied sibilation which constitutes the least 
inviting feature in our own. Among German philologists, the K 
is now universally employed in writing Greek naines, and I have 
adopted it pretty largely in this work, makiag exception for such 
names as the English reader has been so accustomed to hear with 
the C, that they may be considered as being almost Anglicised. 
I have, farther, marked the long e and the long o (y, »,) by a 
circumflex (Héré) when they occur in the last syilable or in the 
penultimate of a name. 
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HISTORY OF GREECE. 


PART I. 


LEGENDARY GREECE. 


CHAPTER I. 
LEGENDS RESPECTING THE GODS. 


Tue mythical world of the Greeks opens with the gods, 
anterior as well as superior to man: it gradually descends, first 
to heroes, and next to the human race. Along with the gods are 
found various monstrous natures, ultra-human and extra-human, 
who cannot with propriety be called gods, but who partake with 
gods and men in the attributes of freewill, conscious agency, and 
susceptibility of pleasure and pain,— such as the Harpies, the 
Gorgons, the Gre, the Sirens, Scylla and Charybdis, Echidna, 
Sphinx, Chimera, Chrysaor, Pegasus, the Cyclépes, the Centaurs, 
etc. The first acta of what may be termed the great mythical 
cycle describe the proceedings of these gigantic agents — the 
crash and collision of certain terrific and overboiling forces, 
which are ultimately reduced to obedience, or chained up, or 
extinguished, under the more orderly government of Zeus, who 
supplants his less capable predecessors, and acquires precedence 
and supremacy over gods and men — subject however to certain 
social restraints from the are gods and goddesses around 
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him, as well as to the custom of occasionally convoking and 
consulting the divine agora. 

I recount these events briefly, but literally, treating them 
simply as mythes springing from the same creative imagination, 
addressing themselves to analogous tastes and feelings, and de- 
pending upon the same authority, as the legends of ‘Thebes and 
Troy. It is the inspired voice of the Muse which reveals and 
authenticates both, and from which Homer and Hesiod alike 
derive their knowledge — the one, of the heroic, the other, of the 
divine, foretime. I maintain, moreover, fully, the character of 
these great divine agents as Persons, which is the light in which 
they presented themselves to the Homeric or Hesiodic audience. 
Uranos, Nyx, Hypnos and Oneiros (Heaven, Night, Sleep and 
Dream), are Persons, just as much as Zeus and Apollo. To 
resolve them into mere allegories, is unsafe and unprofitable: we 
then depart from the point of view of the original hearers, with- 
out acquiring any consistent’ or philosophical point of view of our 
own.! For although some of the attributes and actions ascribed 
to these persons are often explicable by allegory the whole series 
and system of them never are so: the theorist who adopts this 
course of explanation finds that, after one or two simple and 
obvious steps, the path is no longer open, and he is forced to clear 
a way for himself by gratuitous refinements and conjectures. 
The allegorical persons and attributes are always found mingled 
with other persons and attributes not allegorical; but the two 
classes cannot be severed without breaking up the whole march 
of the mythical events, nor can any explanation which drives us 
to such a necessity be considered as admissible. ‘To suppose 
indeed that these legends could be all traced by means of alle- 
gory into a coherent body of physical doctrine, would be incon- 
sistent with all reasonable presumptions respecting the age or 
society in which they arose. Where the allegorical mark is 
clearly set upon any particular character, or attribute, or event, 
to that extent we may recognize it; but we can rarely venture to 
divine further, still less to alter the legends themselves on the 
faith of any such surmises. The theogony of the Greeks contains 
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some cosmogonic ideas ; but it cannot be considered as a system 
sf cosmogony, or translated into a string of elementary, planet- 
ary, or physical changes. 

In the order of legendary chronology, Zeus comes after 
Kronos and Uranos; but in the order of Grecian conception, 
Zeus is the prominent person, and Kronos and Uranos are 
inferior and introductory precursors, set up in order to be over- 
thrown and to serve as mementos of the prowess of their con- 
queror. To Homer and Hesiod, as well as to the Greeks 
universally, Zeus is the great and predominant god, “the father 
of gods and men,” whose power none of the other gods can hope 
to resist, or even deliberately think of questioning. All the 
other gods have their specific potency and peculiar sphere of 
action and duty, with which Zeus does not usually interfere ; but 
it is he who maintains the lineaments of a providential superin- 
tendence, as well over the phenomena of Olympus as over those 
of earth. Zeus and his brothers Poseidén and Hadés have made 
a division of power: he has reserved the ether and the atmos- 
phere to himself — Poseidén has obtained the sea— and Hadés 
the under-world or infernal regions; while earth, and the events 
which pass upon earth, are common to all of them, together with 
free access to Olympus.! 

Zeus, then, with his brethren and colleagues, constitute the 
present gods, whom Homer and Hesiod recognize as in full 
dignity and efficiency. The inmates of this divine world are 
conceived upon the model, but not upon the scale, of the human. 
They are actuated by the full play and variety of those appetites, 
sympathies, passions and affections, which divide the soul of man ; 
invested with a far larger and indeterminate measure of power, 
and an exemption as well from death as (with some rare excep- 
tions) from suffering and infirmity. The rich and diverse types 
thus conceived, full of energetic movement and contrast, each in 
his own province, and soaring confessedly above the limits of 


1 See [iad, viii. 405, 463; xv. 20, 180, 185. Hesiod, Theog. 885. 

This unquestioned supremacy is the general representation of Zeus: at 
the same time the conspiracy of Héré, Poseidén, and Athéné against him, 
suppressed by the unexpected apparition of Briareus as his ally, is among 
the exceptions. (Iliad, i400.) Zeus is at one time vanquished by ‘Tlitan, 


but rescued by Hermés. (Apollodér. i. 6, 3) 
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experience, were of all themes the most suitable for adventure 
and narrative, and opera‘ed with irresistible force upon the 
Grecian fancy. All nature was then conceived as moving and 
working through a number of personal agents, amongst whom 
the gods of Olympus were the most conspicuous; the reverential 
belief in Zeus and Apollo being only one branch of this omni- 
present personifying faith. The attributes of all these agents 
had a tendency to expand themselves into illustrative legends — 
especially those of the gods, who were constantly invoked in the 
public worship. Out of this same mental source sprang botb 
the divine and heroic mythes — the former being often the more 
extravagant and abnormous in their incidents, in proportion as 
the general type of the gods was more vast and awful than that 
of the heroes. 

As the gods have houses and wives like men, so the present 
dynasty of gods must have a past to repose upon;! and the 
curious and imaginative Greek, whenever he does not find a 
recorded past ready to his hand, is uneasy until he has created 
one. Thus the Hesiodic theogony explains, with a certain degree 
of system and coherence, first the antecedent circumstances under 
which Zeus acquired the divine empire, next the number of his 
colleagues and descendants. 

First in order of time (we are told by Hesiod) came Chaos; 
next Gea, the broad, firm, and flat Earth, with deep and dark 
Tartarus at her base. Erds (Love), the subduer of gods as well 
as men, came immediately afterwards.2 

From Chaos sprung Erebos and Nyx; from these 1Beee 
ZEthér and Hémera. Gea also gave birth to Uranos, equal in 
breadth to herself, in order to serve both as an overarching vault 
to her, and as a residence for the immortal gods; she further 
produced the mountains, habitations of the divine nymphs, and 
Pontus, the barren and billowy sea. 

Then Gea intermarried with Uranos, and from this union 
came a numerous offspring — twelve Titans and Titanides, three 
Cyclopes, and three Hekatoncheires or beings with a hundred 


' Arist. Polit. i.1. Gomep dé kal td eidn Eavtoic apouotodow dvSpwror, ot. 
tac Kal Tovc Biovc, Tov Gedv. 

? Hesiod, Theog. 116. Apollodorus begins with Uranos and Gaa (i. |.| 
ae does not recognize Erés, Nyx, or Erebos. 
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hands each. The Titans were Oceanus, Kceos, Krios, Hyperién, 
Iapetos, and Kronos: the Titanides, ‘Theia, Rhea, Themis, 
Mnémosyné, Pheebé, and Téthys. The Cyclépes were Brontés, 
Steropés, and Argés, — formidable persons, equally distinguished 
for strength and for manual craft, so that they made the thunder 
which afterwards formed the irresistible artillery of Zeus.! 
The Hekatoncheires were Kottos, Briareus, and Gygés, of pro- 
digious bodily force. 

Uranos contemplated this powerful brood with fear and hor- 
ror; as fast as any of them were born, he concealed them in 
cavities of the earth, and would not permit them to come out. 
Gea could find no room for them, and groaned under the pres- 
sure: she produced iron, made a sickle, and implored her sons to 
avenge both her and themselves against the oppressive treatment 
of their father. But none of them, except Kronos, had courage 
to undertake the deed: he, the youngest and the most daring, 
was armed with the sickle and placed in suitable ambush by the 
contrivance of Gea. Presently night arrived, and Uranos 
descended to the embraces of Ga: Kronos then emerged from 
his concealment, cut off the genitals of his father, and cast the 
bleeding member behind him far away into the sea.2 Much of 
the blood was spilt upon the earth, and Gea in consequence gave 
birth to the irresistible Erinnys, the vast and muscular Gigantes, 
and the Melian nymphs. Out of the genitals themselves, as they 
swam and foamed upon the sea, emerged the goddess Aphrodité, 
deriving her name from the foam out of which she had sprung. 
She first landed at Kythéra, and then went to Cyprus: the island 
felt her benign influence, and the green herb started up under 
her soft and delicate tread. Erdés immediately joined her, and 
partook with her the function of suggesting and directing the 
amorous impulses both of gods and men.3 


1 Hesiod, Theog. 140, 156. Apollod. ut sup. 

2 Hesiod, Theog. 160, 182. Apollod. i. 1, 4. 

* Hesiod, Theog. 192. This legend respecting the birth of Aphrodité 
seems to have been derived partly from her name (d¢pdc, foam), partly from 
the surname Urania, ’A@poditn Odpavia, under which she was so very exten: 
sively worshipped, especially both in Cyprus and Cythéra, seemingly crigi- 
nated in both islands by the Phcenicians. Herodot. i. 105. Compare the 
instructive section in Boeckh’s Metrologie, c. iv. § 4. 
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Uranos being thus dethroned and disabled, Kronos and the Titans 
acquired their liberty and became predominant: the Cyeclépes 
and the Hekatoncheires had been cast by Uranos into Tartarus, 
and were still allowed to remain there. 

Each of the Titans had a numerous offspring: Oceanus, 
especially, marrying his sister Téthys, begat three thousand 
daughters, the Oceanic nymphs, and as many sons: the rivers 
and springs passed for his offspring. Hyperion and his sister 
Theia had for their children Heélios, Seléné, and Eés; Keeos 
with Pheebé begat Lété and Asteria; the children of Krios were 
Astreos, Pallas, and Persés, — from Astraeos and Kos sprang the 
winds Zephyrus, Boreas, and Notus. Japetos, marrying the 
Oceanic nymph Clymené, counted as his progeny the celebrated 
Prométheus, Epimétheus, Mencetius, and Atlas. But the off 
spring of Kronos were the most powerful and transcendent of all. 
He married his sister Rhea, and had by her three daughters — 
Hestia, Démétér, and Héré — and three sons, Hadés, Poseid6n, 
and Zeus, the latter at once the youngest and the greatest. 

But Kronos foreboded to himself destruction from one of his 
own children, and accordingly, as soon as any of them were born, 
he immediately swallowed them and retained them in his own 
belly. In this manner had the first five been treated, and Rhea 
was on the point of being delivered of Zeus. Grieved and indig- 
nant at the loss of her children, she applied for counsel to her 
father and mother, Uranos and Gea, who aided her to conceal 
the birth of Zeus. 'They conveyed her by night to Lyktus in 
Créte, hid the new-born child in a woody cavern on Mount Ida, 
and gave to Kronos, in place of it, a stone wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, which he greedily swallowed, believing it to be his child. 
Thus was the safety of Zeus ensured.) As he grew up his vast 
powers fully developed themselves: at the suggestion of Gza, 
he induced Kronos by stratagem to vomit up, first the stone which 
had been given to him, —next, the five children whom he had 
previously devoured. Hestia, Démétér, Héré, Poseidén and 
Hadés, were thus allowed to grow up along with Zeus; and the 
stone to which the latter owed his preservation was placed neat 
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} Hesiod, Theog. 452, 487. Apolled. i. 1, 6. 
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the temple of Delphi, where it ever afterwards stood, as a cor: 
spicuous and venerable memorial to the religious Greek.! 

We have not yet exhausted the catalogue of beings generated 
during this early period, anterior to the birth of Zeus. Nyx. 
alone and without any partner, gave birth to a numerous pro- 
geny: Thanatos, Hypnos and Oneiros; Momus and Oizys 
(Grief) ; Klotho, Lachesis and Atropos, the three Fates; the 
retributive and equalizing Nemesis; Apaté and Philotés (Deceit 
and amorous Propensity), Géras (Old Age) and Eris (Conten- 
tion). From Eris proceeded an abundant offspring, all mischiey- 
ous and maleficent: Ponos (Sutfering), Léthé, Limos (Famine), 
Phonos and Maché (Slaughter and Battle), Dysnomia and Até 
(Lawlessness and reckless Impulse), and Horkos, the ever- 
watchful sanctioner of oaths, as well as the inexorable punisher 
of voluntary perjury.? 

Gea, too, intermarrying with Pontus, gave birth to Nereus, 
the just and righteous old man of the sea; to Thaumas, Phorkys 
and Két6. From Nereus, and Doris daughter of Oceanus, pro- 
ceeded the fifty Nereids or Sea-nymphs. Thaumus also married 
Elektra daughter of Oceanus, and had by her Iris and the two 
Harpies, All6 and Okypeté, — winged and swift as the winds. 
From Phorkys and Két6o sprung the Dragon of the Hesperides, 
and the monstrous Gree and Gorgons: the blood of Medusa, one 
of the Gorgons, when killed by Perseus, produced Chrysaor and 
the horse Pegasus: Chrysaor and Kallirrhoé gave birth to 
Gery6n as well as to Echidna, — a creature half-nymph and half- 
serpent, unlike both to gods and to men. Other monsters arose 
from the union of Echidna with Typhaon, — Orthros, the two- 
headed dog of Geryén; Cerberus, the dog of Hadés, with fifty 
heads, and the Lernean Hydra. From the latter pro-eeded the 
Chimera, the Sphinx of Thébes, and the Nemean lion.’ 

A powerful and important progeny, also, was that of Styx, 
1 Hesiod, Theog. 498. — 

Tov piv Lede ornpige xara ySovoe ebpvodeing 
Tudor év nyatén, yuadrorg bd Wapvjocoio, 
DHw Ewev tEoriow, Vavua Svyroiat Bporoict. 


2 Hesiod, Theog. 212-232. 
® Hesiod, Theog. 240-320. Apollodér. i. 2, 6, 7. 
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daughter of Oceanus, by Pallas; she had Zélos and Niké (Impe 
riousness and Victory), and Kratos and Bia (Strength and Force) 
The hearty and early cooperation of Styx and her four sons with 
Zeus was one of the main causes which enabled him to achieve 
his victory over the Titans. 

Zeus had grown up not less distinguished for mental capacity 
than for bodily force. He and his brothers now determined tc 
wrest the power from the hands of Kronos and the Titans, and a 
long and desperate struggle commenced, in which all the gods 
and all the goddesses took part. Zeus convoked them to Olym- 
pus, and promised to all who would aid him against Kronos, that 
their functions and privileges should remain undisturbed. The 
first who responded to the call, came with her four sons, and 
embraced his cause, was Styx. Zeus took them all four as his 
constant attendants, and conferred upon Styx the majestic distine- 
tion of being the Horkos, or oath-sanctioner of the Gods, — what 
Horkos was to men, Styx was to the Gods.1 

Still further to strengthen himself, Zeus released the other 
Uranids who had been imprisoned in Tartarus by their father, — 
the Cyclépes and the Centimanes,— and prevailed upon them to 
take part with him against the Titans. The former supplied him 
with thunder and lightning, and the latter brought into the fight 
their boundless muscular strength.? ‘Ten full years did the com- 
bat continue; Zeus and the Kronids occupying Olympus, and the 
Titans being established on the more southerly mountain-chain 
of Othrys. All nature was convulsed, and the distant Oceanus, 
though he took no part in the struggle, felt the boiling, the noise, 
and the shock, not less than Gea and Pontus. The thunder of 
Zeus, combined with the crags and mountains torn up and hurled 
by the Centimanes, at length prevailed, and the Titans were de- 
feated and thurst down into Tartarus. Japetos, Kronos, and the 
remaining ‘Titans (Oceanus excepted) were imprisoned, perpetu- 
ally and irrevocably, in that subterranean dungeon, a wall of brass 
being built around them by Poseidon, and the three Centimanes 
being planted as guards. Of the two sons of Iapetos, Mencetius 
was made to share this prison, while Atlas was condemned te 


— 


' Hesiod, Theog. 385-403. 
* Hesiod, Theog. 140 624,657. Apollodér.i. 2, 4. 
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stand for ever at the extreme west, and to bear upon his shou 
ders the solid vault of heaven.! 

Thus were the Titans subdued, and the Kronids with Zeus at 
their head placed in possession of power. ‘They were not, how- 
ever, yet quite secure; for Gea, intermarrying with Tartarus, 
gave birth to a new and still more formidable monster called Ty- 
phoeus, of such tremendous properties and promise, that, had he 
been allowed to grow into full development, nothing could have 
prevented him from vanquishing all rivals and becoming supreme. 
But Zeus foresaw the danger, smote him at once with a thunder- 
bolt from Olympus, and burnt him up: he was cast along with 
the rest into Tartarus, and no further enemy remained to question 
the sovereignty of the Kronids.2 

With Zeus begins a new dynasty and a different order of 
beings. Zeus, Poseidon, and Hadés agree upon the distribution 
before noticed, of functions and localities: Zeus retaining the 
AXthér and the atmosphere, together with the general presiding 
function; Poseidén obtaining the sea, and administering subterra- 
nean forces generally ; and Hadés ruling the under-world or re- 
gion in which the half-animated shadows of departed men reside. 

It has been already stated, that in Zeus, his brothers and his 
sisters, and his and their divine progeny, we find the present 
Gods; that is, those, for the most part, whom the Homeric and 
Hesiodie Greeks recognized and worshipped. The wives of Zeus 
were numerous as well as his offspring. First he married Métis, 
the wisest and most sagacious of the goddesses; but Gea and 
Uranos forewarned him that if he permitted himself to have 
children by her, they would be stronger than himself and dethrone 
him. Accordingly when Métis was on the point of being deliv- 


1 The battle with the Titans, Hesiod, Theog. 627-735. Hesiod mentions 
nothing about the Gigantes and the Gigantomachia: Apollodérus, on the 
other hand, gives this latter in some detail, but despatches the Titans in a 
few words (i. 2,4; i. 6,1). The Gigantes seem to be only a second edition 
of the Titans,— a sort of duplication to which the legendary poets were often 
inclined. 

2 Hesiod, Theog. 820-869. Apollod. i. 6, 8. He makes Typhon very 
aearly victorious over Zeus. Typhdeus, according to Hesiod, is father of 
she irregular, violent, and mischievous winds: Notus, Boreas, Argestés and 
Zephyrus, are of divine origin (870). 

1* 
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ered of Athéné, he swallowed her up, and her wisdom and saga- 
city thus became permanently identified with his own being.' His 
head was subsequently cut open, in order to make way for the 
exit and birth of the goddess Athéné.2. By Themis, Zeus begat 
the Hore, by Eurynomé, the three Charities or Graces; by 
Mnémosyné, the Muses; by Léto (Latona), Apollo and Artemis: 
and by Démétér, Persephoné. Last of all he took for his wife 
Héré, who maintained permanently the dignity of queen of the 
Gods; by her he had Hébé, Arés, and Hileithyia. Hermés also 
was born to him by Maia, tlhe daughter of Atlas: Héphestos 
was born to Héré, accerding to some accounts, by Zeus; accord- 
ing to others, by her own unaided generative force.? He was 
born lame, and Héré was ashamed of him: she wished to secrete 
him away, but he made his escape into the sea, and found shelter 
under the maternal care of the Nereids Thetis and Eurynome.4 
Our enumeration of the divine race, under the presidency of Zeus, 
will thus give us,° — 

1. The twelve great gods and goddesses of Olympus, — Zeus, 
Poseidén, Appollo, Arés, Héphzstos, Hermés, Héré, Athéné, 
Artemis, Aphrodite, Hestia, Démétér. 

2. An indefinite number of other deities, not included among 
the Olympic, seemingly because the number twelve was complete 
without them, but some of them not inferior in power and dignity 
to many of the twelve : — Hadés, Hélios, Hekaté, Dionysos, Lété, 
Didné, Persephoné, Seléné, Themis, Eé6s, Harmonia, the Chari- 
ties, the Muses, the Eilaithyiz, the Mcere, the Oceanids and the 
Nereids, Proteus, Eidothea, the Nymphs, Leukothea, Phorkys, 
Jéolus, Nemesis, ete. 

3. Deities who perform special services to the greater gods: — 
Iris, Hébé, the Hore, ete. 

4. Deities whose personality is more faintly and unsteadily 
conceived : — Até, the Litz, Eris, Thanatos, Hypnos, Kratos, Bia, 
Ossa, etc.6 The same name is here employed sometimes to desig- 
nate the person, sometimes the attribute or event not personi- 


' Hesiod, Theog. 885-900. ? Apollod. i. 3, 6. 

3 Hesiod, Theog. 900-944. 4 Homer, Iliad, xviii. 397. 

* See Burckhardt, Homer, und Hesiod. Mythologie, sect. 102. (Leips 
844), 

§ Aude — Hunger —is a person, in Hesiod, Opp. Di. 299 
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fied, — an unconscious transition of ideas, which, when consciously 
performed, is called Allegory. 

5. Monsters, offspring of the Gods:—the Harpies, the Gor- 
gons, the Grew, Pegasus, Chrysaor, Echidna, Chimera, the Dra- 
gon of the Hesperides, Cerberus, Orthros, Geryén, the Lernean 
Hydra, the Nemean lion, Seylla and Charybdis, the Centaurs, the 
Sphinx, Xanthos and Balios the immortal horses, ete. 

From the gods we slide down insensibly, first to heroes, and 
then to men; but before we proceed to this new mixture, it is 
necessary to say a few words on the theogony generally. I have 
given it briefly as it stands in the Hesiodic Theogonia, because 
that poem — in spite of great incoherence and confusion, arising 
seemingly from diversity of authorship as well as diversity of 
age — presents an ancient and genuine attempt to cast the divine 
foretime into a systematic sequence. Homer and Hesiod were 
the grand authorities in the pagan world respecting theogony ; 
but in the Iliad and Odyssey nothing is found except passing 
allusions and implications, and even in the Hymns (which were 
commonly believed in antiquity to be the productions of the same 
author as the Iliad and the Odyssey) there are only isolated, un- 
connected narratives. Accordingly men habitually took their in- 
formation respecting their theogonic antiquities from the Hesiodie 
poem, where it was ready laid out before them; and the legends 
consecrated in that work acquired both an extent of circulation 
and a firm hold on the national faith, such as independent legends 
could seldom er never rival. Moreover the scrupulous and scep- 
tical Pagans, as well as the open assailants of Paganism in later 
times, derived their subjects of attack from the same source; so 
that it has been absolutely necessary to recount in their naked 
simplicity the Hesiodic stories, in order to know what it was that 
Plato deprecated and Xenophanés denounced. The strange pro- 
ceedings ascribed to Uranos, Kronos and Zeus, have been more 
frequently alluded to, in the way of ridicule or condemnation, 
than any other portion of the mythical world. 

But though the Hesiodic theogony passed as orthodox among 
the later Pagans,! because it stood before them as the only system 
anciently set forth and easily accessible, it was evidently not the 


1 See Gottling, Preefat. ad Hesiod. p. 23. 
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only system received at the date of the poem itself. Homer 
knows nothing of Uranos, in the sense of an arch-God anterior 
to Kronos. Uranos and Gea, like Oceanus, Téthys and Nyx, 
are with him great and venerable Gods, but neither the one nor 
the other present the character of predecessors of Kronos and 
Zeus.! The Cyclépes, whom Hesiod ranks as sons of Uranos 
and fabricators of thunder, are in Homer neither one nor the 
other; they are not noticed in the Iliad at all, and in the Odyssey 
they are gross gigantic shepherds and cannibals, having nothing 
in common with the Hesiodic Cyclops except the one round cen- 
tral eye.2 Of the three Centimanes enumerated by Hesiod, Bri- 
areus only is mentioned in Homer, and to all appearance, not as 
the son of Uranos, but as the son of Poseidon; not as aiding 
Zeus in his combat against the Titans, but as rescuing him at a 
critical moment from a conspiracy formed against him by Héré, 
Poseid6én and Athéné.3 Not only is the Hesiodic Uranos (with 
the Uranids) omitted in Homer, but the relations between Zeus 
and Kronos are also presented in a very different light. Ne 
mention is made of Kronos swallowing his young children: on 
the contrary, Zeus is the eldest of the three brothers instead of 
the youngest, and the children of Kronos live with him and Rhea: 
there the stolen intercourse between Zeus and Héré first takes 
place without the knowledge of their parents.4 When Zeus puts 
Kronos down into Tartarus, Rhea consigns her daughter Héré 
to the care of Oceanus: no notice do we find of any terrific battle 
with the Titans as accompanying that event. Kronos, Iapetos, 
and the remaining Titans are down in Tartarus, in the lowest 
depths under the earth, far removed from the genial rays of 
Helios; but they are still powerful and venerable, and Hypnos 
makes Héré swear an oath in their name, as the most inviolable 
that he can think of.5 


* Iliad, xiv. 249; xix. 259. Odyss. v. 184. Oceanus and Téthys seem to ba 
presented in the Iliad as the primitive Father and Mother of the Gods :— 
'Qxeavoy Te Year yéveowy, kal untépa Ty V9Ov. (xiv. 201). 
? Odyss. ix. 87. 3 Tliad, i. 401. “ Tliad, xiv. 203-295; xv. 204, 
® Tliad, viii. 482; xiv. 274-279. In the Hesiodic Opp. et Di., Kronos ig 


represented as ruling in the Islands of the Blest in the neighborhood of 
Oceanus (v, 168). 
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In Homer, then, we find nothing beyond the simple fact that 
Zeus thrust his father Kronos together with the remaining Titans 
into Tartarus; an event to which he affords us a tolerable parallel 
in certain occurrences even under the presidency of Zeus himself. 
For the other gods make more than one rebellious attempt against 
Zeus, and are only put down, partly by his unparalleled strength, 
partly by the presence of his ally the Centimane Briareus. Kro- 
nos, like Laértes or Péleus, has become old, and has been sup- 
planted by a force vastly superior to his own. The Homeric epic 
treats Zeus as present, and, like all the interesting heroic charac- 
ters, a father must be assigned to him: that father has once been 
the chief of the ‘Titans, but has been superseded and put down 
into Tartarus along with the latter, so soon as Zeus and the supe- 
rior breed of the Olympic gods acquired their full development. 

That antithesis between Zeus and Kronos — between the Olym- 
pic gods and the Titans — which Homer has thus briefly brought 
_to view, Hesiod has amplified into a theogony, with many things 
new, and some things contradictory to his predecessor; while Eu- 
mélus or Arktinus in the poem called Titanomachia (now lost) 
also adopted it as their special subject.!. As Stasinus, Arktinus, 
Lésches, and others, enlarged the Legend of Troy by composing 
poems relating to a supposed time anterior to the commencement, 
or subsequent to the termination of the Lliad,—as other poets 
recounted adventures of Odysseus subsequent to his landing in 
{thaka,—so Hesiod enlarged and systematized, at the same time 
that he corrupted, the skeleton theogony which we find briefly 
indicated in Homer. ‘There is violence and rudeness in the 
Homeric gods, but the great genius of Grecian epic is no way 
accountable for the stories of Uranos and Kronos, — the standing 
reproach against Pagan legendary narrative. 


1 See the few fragments of the Titanomachia, in Diintzer, Epic. Gree, 
Fragm. p. 2; and Hyne, ad Apollodor. I. 2. Perhaps there was more than 
one poem on the subject, though it seems that Athenzeus had only read one 
(viii. p. 277). 

In the Titanomachia, the generations anterior to Zeus were still further 
lengthened by making Uranos the son of Authér (Fr. 4. Dintzer). geon 
was also represented as son of Pontus and Gea, and as haying fought in the 
ranks of the Titans: in the Iliad he (the same who is called Briareus) is the 
fast ally of Zeus. 

A Titanoyraphia was ascribed to Mus@as (Schol. Apollon. Rhod. iii. 1178 
compare Lactant. de Fals. Rel. i. 21). 
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How far these stories are the invention of Hesiod himself is 
impossible to determine! They bring us down to a cast of fancy 


1 That the Hesiodic Theogony is referable to an age considerably later 
than the Homeric poems, appears now to be the generally admitted opinion ; 
and the reasons for believing so are, in my opinion, satisfactory. Whether 
the Theogony is composed by the same author as the Works and Days is a 
disputed point. The Boeotian literati in the days of Pausanias decidedly 
denied the identity, and ascribed to their Hesiod only the Works and Days: 
Pausanias himself concurs with them (ix. 31. 4; ix. 35. 1), and Volcker 
(Mithologie des Japetisch. Geschlechts, p. 14) maintains the same opinion, 
as well as Gottling (Preef. ad Hesiod. xxi.) : K. O. Miiller (History of Grecian 
Literature, ch. 8. § 4) thinks that there is not sufficient evidence to form a 
decisive opinion. 

Under the name of Hesiod (in that vague language which is usual in an- 
tiquity respecting authorship, but which modern critics have not much mend- 
ed by speaking of the Hesiodic school, sect, or family) passed many differ- 
ent poems, belonging to three classes quite distinct from each other, but all 
disparate from the Homeric epic: —1. ‘The poems of legend cast into histo- 
rical and genealogical series, such as the Koiai, the Catalogue of Women, 
etc. 2. The poems of a didactic or ethical tendency, such as the Works and 
Days, the Precepts of Cheirén, the Artof Augural Prophecy, ete. 3. Sep- 
arate and short mythical compositions, such as the Shield of Héraklés, the 
Marriage of Keyx (which, however, was of disputed authenticity, Athens. 
ii. p. 49), the Epithalamium of Péleus and Thetis, ete. (See Marktscheffel, 
Preefat. ad Fragment. Hesiod. p. 89). 

The Theogony belongs chiefly to the first of these classes, but it has also 
a dash of the second in the legend of Prométheus, ete.: moreover in the por- 
tion which respects Hekaté, it has both a mystic character and a distinct 
bearing upon present life and customs, which we may also trace in the allu- 
sions to Kréte and Delphi. There seems reason to place it in the same age 
with the Works and Days, perhaps in the half century preceding 700 B. c., 
and little, if at all, anterior to Archilochus. The poem is evidently conceiy- 
ed upon one scheme, yet the parts are so disorderly and incoherent, that it 
is difficult to say how much is interpolation. Hermann has well dissected 
the exordium ; see the preface to Gaisford’s Hesiod (Poets Minor. p. 63). 

K. O. Miiller tells us (ut sup. p. 90), ‘ The Titans, according to the notions 
of Hesiod, represent a system of things in which elementary beings, natural 
powers, and notions of order and regularity are united to form a whole. The 
Cyclépes denote the transient disturbances of this order of nature by storms, 
and the Hekatoncheires, or hundred-handed Giants, signify the fearful pow- 
er of the greater revolutions of nature.” The poem affords little presump- 
tion that any such ideas were present to the mind of its author, as, J 
think, will be seen if we read 140-155, 630-745. 

The Titans, the Cyclépes, and the Hekatoncheires, can no more be con- 
strued into physical phenomena than Chrysaor, Pegasus, Echidna, the Grea, 
or the Gergons Zeus, like Héraklés, or JasOn, or Perseus, if his advea 
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more coarse and indelicate than the Homeric, and more nearly 
resembling some of the Holy Chapters (isgoi A0yor) of the more 
recent mysteries, such (for example) as the tale of Dionysos Za- 
greus. There is evidence in the Theogony itself that the author 
was acquainted with local legends current both at Kréte and at 
Delphi; for he mentions both the mountain-cave in Kréte where- 
in the new-born Zeus was hidden, and the stone near the Del 
phian temple — the identical stone which Kronos had swallowed 
— “placed by Zeus himself as a sign and wonder to mortal men.” 
Both these two monuments, which the poet expressly refers to, 
and had probably seen, imply a whole train of accessory and ex- 
planatory local legends — current probably among the priests of 
Kréte and Delphi, between which places, in ancient times, there 
was an intimate religious connection. And we may trace further 
in the poem,— that which would be the natural feeling of Krétan 
worshippers of Zeus, —an effort to make out that Zeus was jus- 
tified in his aggression on Kronos, by the conduct of Kronos 
himself both towards his father and towards his children: the 
treatment of Kronos by Zeus appears in Hesiod as the retribu- 
tion foretold and threatened by the mutilated Uranos against the 
son who had outraged him. In fact the relations of Uranos and 
Gea are in almost all their particulars a mere copy and duplication 
of those between Kronos and Rhea, differing only in the mode 
whereby the final catastrophe is brought about. Now castration 
was a practice thoroughly abhorrent both to the feelings and to 
the customs of Greece;! but it was seen with melancholy fre- 


tures are to be described, must have enemies, worthy of himself and his 
vast type, and whom it is some credit for him to overthrow. Those who 
contend with him or assist him must be conceived on a scale fit to be drawn 
on the same imposing canvas: the dwarfish proportions of man will not 
satisfy the sentiment of the poet or his audience respecting the grandeur and 
glory of the gods. To obtain creations of adequate sublimity for such an 
object, the poet may occasionally borrow analogies from the striking acci- 
dents of physical nature, and when such an allusion manifests itself clearly, 
the critic does well to point it out. But it seems to mea mistake to treat 
these approximations to physical phenomena as forming the main scheme of 
the poet,— to look for them everywhere, and to presume them where there 
is little or no indication. 

1 The strongest evidences of this feeling are exhibited in Herodotus, iii 
48; viii 105. See an example of this mutilation inflicted upon a youth 
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quency in the domestic life as well as in the religious worship of 
Phrygia and other parts of Asia, and it even became the special 
qualification of a priest of the Great Mother Cybelé,! as well as 
of the Ephesian Artemis. The employment of the sickle ascrib- 
ed to Kronos seems to be the product of an imagination familiar 
with the Asiatic worship and legends, which were connected with 
and partially resembled the Krétan.? And this deduction be- 
comes the more probable when we connect it with the first gen- 
esis of iron, which Hesiod mentions to have been produced for 
the express purpose of fabricating the fatal sickle; for metallurgy 
finds a place in the early legends both of the Trojan and of the 
Krétan Ida, and the three Idean Dactyls, the legendary :nven- 
tors of it, are assigned sometimes to one and sometimes to the 
other.3 

As Hesiod had extended the Homeric series of gods by prefix 
ing the dynasty of Uranos to that of Kronos, so the Orphic theog- 


named Adamas by the Thracian king Kotys, in Aristot. Polit. v. 8, 12, and 
the tale about the Corinthian Periander, Herod. iii. 48. 

It is an instance of the habit, so frequent among the Attic tragedians, of 
ascribing Asiatic or Phrygian manners to the Trojans, when Sophoclés in 
his lost play Troilus (ap. Jul. Poll. x. 165) introduced one of the characters 
of his drama as having been castrated by order of Hecuba, 2xarup yap 
bpxete BactaAic éxréuvovo’ éuove,—probably the Iasdaywyoc, or guardian and 
companion of the youthful Troilus. See Welcker, Griechisch. Tragéd. vol. 
i, py 125; 

1 Herodot. viii. 105, edvotyor. Lucian, De Dead Syrid, c. 50. Strabo, xiv. 
pp. 640-641. 

2 Diodor. v. 64. Strabo, x. p. 460. Hoeckh, in his learned work Kréta 
(vol. i. books 1 and 2), has collected all the information attainable respecting 
the early influences of Phrygia and Asia Minor upon Kréte: nothing seems 
ascertainable except the general fact; all the particular evidences are lamen- 
tably vague. 

The worship of the Diktzan Zeus seemed to have originally belonged to 
the Eteokrétes, who were not Hellens, and were more akin to the Asiatic 
population than to the Hellenic. Strabo, x. p. 478. Hoeckh, Kréta, vol. i 
p. 139. 

> Hesiod, Theogon. 161, 


Aiba d& rovnoaca yévog roALod adduavtog, 
Tedte uéya dpéravor, ete. 


See the extract from the old poem Phorénis ap. Schol. Apoll. Rhod. 1120: 
and Strabo, x. p. 472. 
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ouy lengthened it still further.! First came Chronos, or Time, 
as a person, after him /Ethér and Chaos, out of whom Chronos 
produced the vast mundane egg. Hence emerged in process of 
time the first-born god Phanés, or Métis, or Hérikapzxos, a per- 
son of double sex, who first generated the Kosmos, or mundane 
system, and who carried within him the seed of the gods. He 
gave birth to Nyx, by whom he begat Uranos and Gea; as well 
as to Hélios and Seléne.2 

From Uranos and Gia sprang the three Mere, or Fates, the 
three Centimanes and the three Cyclopes: these latter were cast 
by Uranos into Tartarus, under the foreboding that they would 
rob him of his dominion. In revenge for this maltreatment of 
her sons, Gea produced of herself the fourteen Titans, seven 
male and seven female: the former were Kos, Krios, Phorkys, 
Kronos, Oceanus, Hyperi6n and Japetos; the latter were Themis, 
Téthys, Mnémosyné, Theia, Dioné, Phoebé and Rhea? They 
received the name of Titans because they avenged upon Ura- 
nos the expulsion of their elder brothers. Six of the Titans, 
headed by Kronos the most powerful of them all, conspiring 
against Uranos, castrated and dethroned him: Oceanus alone stood 
aloof and took no part in the aggression. Kronos assumed the 
government and fixed his seat on Olympos; while Oceanus 
remained apart, master of his own divine stream.4 The reign 


See the scanty fragments of the Orphic theogony in Hermann’s edition 
of the Orphica, pp. 448, 504, which it is difficult to understand and piece 
together, even with the aid of Lobeck’s elaborate examination (Aglaopha- 
mus, p. 470, etc.). The passages are chiefly preserved by Proclus and the 
later Platonists, who seem to entangle them almost inextricably with their 
own philosophical ideas. 

The first few lines of the Orphic Argonautica contain a brief summary of 
the chief points of the theogony. 

2 See Lobeck, Aglaoph. p. 472-476, 490-500, Mari orépua gépovta Beds 
«hvTov ’Hplikeraioy; again, O7Ave Kal yevérwp Kpatepd¢ Sedo "Hpixéracog 
Compare Lactant. iv. 8,4: Suidas, v. ®avyc¢: Athenagoras, xx. 296: Dio- 
dor. i, 27. 

This egg figures, as might be expected, in the cosmogony set forth by the 
Birds, Aristophan. Av. 695. Nyx gives birth to an egg, ou) of which steps 
the golden Erés , from Erés and Chaos spring the race of birds. 

3 Lobeck, Ag. p.504. Athenagor. xv. p. 64. 

4 Lobeck, Ag. p. 507. Plato, Timeus, p. 41. In the Avovtaov rpogor of 
Zischylus, the old attendants of the god Dionysos were said to have been 
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of Kronos was a period of tranquillity and happiness, as well as 
of extraordinary longevity and vigor. 

Kronos and Rhea gave birth to Zeus and his brothers and sis- 
ters. The concealment and escape of the infant Zeus, and the 
swallowing of the stone by Kronos, are given in the Orphic 
Theogony substantially in the same manner as by Hesiod, only 
in a style less simple and more mysticized. Zeus is concealed in 
the cave of Nyx, the seat of Phanés himself, along with Hidé 
and Adrasteia, who nurse and preserve him, while the armed 
dance and sonorous instruments of the Kurétes prevent his 
infant cries from reaching the ears of Kronos. When grown up, 
he lays a snare for his father, intoxicates him with honey, and 
having surprised him in the depth of sleep, enchains and cas- 
trates him.! Thus exalted to the supreme mastery, he swallowed 
and absorbed into himself Metis, or Phanés, with all the preéx- 
isting elements of things, and then generated all things anew out 
of his own being and conformably to his own divine ideas.2 So 
scanty are the remains of this system, that we find it difficult to 
trace individually the gods and goddesses sprung from Zeus 


cut up and boiled in a caldron, and rendered again young, by Medeia. 
Pherecydés and Simonidés said that Jason himself had been so dealt with. 
Schol. Aristoph. Equit. 1321. 

1 Lobeck, p. 514. Porphyry, de Antro Nympharum, c. 16. ¢70t yap wap 
Opoet ) NOE, TO Act drotudewévn Tov d1a Tod péALTOC JéAOV, 

Eir’ dy df uv idgat bd Opvoiv bpiksporoe 
*Epyotowy peSiovra perooaur épiBouBor, 
Abrika pv Ojoor. 

O cat maoyet 6 Kpovog kat deGete exréuvetat, &¢ Obpavoc. 

Compare Timzeus ap. Schol. Apoll. Rhod. iv. 983. 

? The Cataposis of Phanés by Zeus one of the most memorable poiuts 
of the Orphic Theogony. Lobeck, p. 519.; also Fragm. vi. p. 456 of Her- 
mann’s Orphica. 

From this absorption and subsequent reproduction of all things by Zeus, 
flowed the magnificent string of Orphic predicates about him, — 


Lede apxy, Zedo péooa, Aroc 0 ék wavra rérvKrat, — 


an allusion to which is traceable ever in Plato, de Legg. iv. p. 715. Plutarch, 
de Defectu Oracul. T. ix. p. 879. c. 48. Diodérus (i. 11) is the most ancient 
writer remaining to us who mentions the name of Phanés, in a line cited ag 
proceeding from Orpheus; wherein, however, Phanés is identified with 
Dionysos. Compare Macrobius, Saturnal i. 18. 
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beyond Apollo, Dionysos, and Persephoné,—the latter being 
confounded with Artemis and Hekaté. 

But there is one new personage, begotten by Zeus, who stands 
preéminently marked in the Orphic Theogony, and whose adven- 
tures constitute one of its peculiar features. Zagreus, “the 
horned child,” is the son of Zeus by his own daughter Perse- 
phoné: he is the favorite of his father, a child of magnificent 
promise, and predestined, if he grow up, to succeed to supreme 
dominion as well as to the handling of the thunderbolt. He is 
seated, whilst an infant, on the throne beside Zeus, guarded by 
Apollo and the Kurétes. But the jealous Héré intercepts his 
career and incites the Titans against him, who, having first 
smeared their faces with plaster, approach him on the throne, 
tempt his childish fancy with playthings, and kill him with a 
sword while he is contemplating his face in a mirror. They then 
cut up his body and boil it in a caldron, leaving only the heart, 
which is picked up by Athéné and carried to Zeus, who in his 
wrath strikes down the Titans with thunder into Tartarus ; whilst 
Apollo is directed to collect the remains of Zagreus and bury 
them at the foot of Mount Parnassus. The heart is given to 
Semelé, and Zagreus is born again from her under the form of 
Dionysos.1 


1 About the tale of Zagreus, see Lobeck, p. 552, sgqg. Nonnus in his Dion- 
ysiaca has given many details about it : — 


Zaypéa yervapévyn Képvev Bpépoc, etc. (vi. 264). 


Clemens Alexandrin. Admonit. ad Gent. p. 11,12, Sylb. The story was 
treated both by Callimachus and by Euphoriédn, Etymolog. Magu. v. 
Zaypedc, Schol. Lycophr. 208. In the old epic poem Alkmzonis or Hpi- 
goni, Zagreus is a surname of Hadés. See Fragm. 4, p. 7, ed. Dintzer. 
Respecting the Orphic Theogony generally, Brandis (Handbuch der Ges- 
chichte der Griechisch-Rémisch. Philosophie, ¢. xvii., xviii.), K. O. Miller 
(Prolegg. Mythol. pp. 379-396), and Zoega (Abhandlungen, v. pp. 211-263) 
may be consulted with much advantage. Brandis regards this Theogony 
as considerably older than the first Ionic philosophy, which is a higher an‘i- 
quity than appears probable: some of the ideas which it contains, such. for 
example, as that of the Orphic egg, indicate a departure from the string of 
purely personal generations which both Homer and Hesiod exclusively 
recount. and a resort to something like physical analogies. On the whole. 
we cannot reasonably claim for it more than half a century above the age 
of Onomakritus. The Theogony of Pherekydés of Syros seems to have 
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Such is the tissue of violent fancies comprehended under the 
title of the Orphic Theogony, and read as such, it appears, by 
Plato, Isokratés and Aristotle. It will be seen that it is based 
upon the Hesiodic Theogony, but according to the general expan- 
sive tendency of Grecian legend, much new matter is added: 
Zeus has in Homer one predecessor, in Hesiod two, and in 
Orpheus four. 

The Hesiodie Theogony, though later in date than the Iliad 
and Odyssey, was coeval with the earliest period of what may be 
called Grecian history, and certainly of an age earlier than 700 
B.c. It appears to have been widely circulated in Greece, and 
being at once ancient and short, the general public consulted it as 
their principal source of information respecting divine antiquity. 
The Orphic Theogony belongs to a later date, and contains the 
Hesiodic ideas and persons, enlarged and mystically disguised: 
its vein of invention was less popular, adapted more to the con- 
templation of a sect specially prepared than to the taste of a 
casual audience, and it appears accordingly to have obtained cur- 
rency chiefly among purely speculative men.! Among the major- 


borne some analogy to the Orphic. See Diogen. Laért. i. 119, Sturz. Frag- 
ment. Pherekyd. § 5-6, Brandis, Handbuch, wf sup. c. xxii. Pherekydés 
partially deviated from the mythical track or personal successions set forth by 
Hesiod. ére? of ye weulywévol abrov Kail TO mH wvOLK Ge dmavta Aéyew, 
olov Pepextdnc Kal Erepoi tivec, ete. (Aristot. Metaphys. N. p. 301, ed. 
Brandis), Porphyrius, de Antro Nymphar. c. 31, ca? Tod Zupiov Pepexidov 
feuxove Kai Botpove Ka* avtpa Kai Bopac Kat mbAaC A€éyovTos, Kal JLa TObTwWY 
aivittouévov tag TOY puyov yevéoer¢ Kal dmoyevéoerc, etc. FKudémus the 
Peripatetic, pupil of Aristotle, had drawn up an account of the Orphic The- 
ogony as well as of the doctrines of Pherekydés, Akusilaus and others, which 
was still in the hands of the Platonists of the fourth century, though it is 
now lost. The extracts which we find seem all to countenance the belief that 
the Hesiodic Theogony formed the basis upon which they worked. See 
about Akusilaus, Plato, Sympos. p. 178. Clem. Alex. Strom. p. 629. 

' The Orphic Theogony is never cited in the ample Scholia on Homer, 
though Hesiod is often alluded to. (See Lobeck, Aglaoph. p. 540). Nor 
can it have been present to the minds of Xenophanés and Herakleitus, as 
representing any widely diffused Grecian belief: the former, who so severely 
condemned Homer and Hesiod, would have found Orpheus much more 
deserving of his censure: and the latter could hardly have omitted Orpheus 
from his memorable denunciation : — HloAvuavin voov ob duddoxer: ‘Hoiodov 

yap Gy écidage kai TvSayépnv, aitic dé Zevopaved te kal ‘Exataiov. Diog 
_ Laér. ix. 1, Isokratés treats Orpheus as the most censurable of all the poets 
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ity of these latter, however, it acquired greater veneration, and 
above all was supposed to be of greater antiquity, than the 
Hesiodic. The belief in its superior antiquity (disallowed by 
Herodotus, and seemingly also by Aristotle!), as well as the 
respect for its contents, iacreased during the Alexandrine age and 
through the declining centuries of Paganism, reaching its maxi- 
mum among the New-Platonists of the third and fourth century 
after Christ: both the Christian assailants, as well as the defend- 
ers, of paganism, treated it as the most ancient and venerable 
summary of the Grecian faith. Orpheus is celebrated by Pindar 
as the harper and companion of the Argonautic maritime heroes : 
Orpheus and Muszus, as well as Pamphés and Olén, the great 
supposed authors of theogonic, mystical, oracular, and prophetic 
verses and hymns, were generally considered by literary Greeks 
as older than either Hesiod or Homer:? and such was also the 
common opinion of modern scholars until a period comparatively 
recent. It has now been shown, on sufficient ground, that the 


See Busiris, p. 229; ii. p. 309, Bekk. The Theogony of Orpheus, as con- 
ceived by Apollonius Rhodius (i. 504) in the third century B. c., and by 
Nigidius in the first century B. c. (Servius ad Virgil. Eclog. iv. 10), seems to 
have been on a more contracted scale than that which is given in the text. 
But neither of them notice the tale of Zagreus, which we know to be as old 
as Onomakritus. 

1 This opinion of Herodotus is implied in the remarkable passage about 
Homer and Hesiod, ii. 53, though he never once names Orpheus — only, 
alluding once to ‘‘ Orphic ceremonies,” ii. 81. He speaks more than once of 
the prophecies of Muszeus. Aristotle denied the past existence and reality 
of Orpheus. See Cicero de Nat. Deor. i. 38. 

2 Pindar Pyth. iv. 177. Plato seems to consider Orpheus as more ancient 
than Homer. Compare Theeetét. p. 179; Cratylus, p. 402; De Bepubl. ii. p. 
364. The order in which Aristophanés (and Hippias of Elis, ap. Clem. 
Alex. Str. vi. p. 624) mentions them indicates the same view, Ransx, 1030. 
It is unnecessary to cite the later chronologers, among whom the belief in 
the antiquity of Orpheus was universal ; he was commonly described as son 
of the Muse Calliopé. Androtién seems to have denied that he was a 
Thracian, regarding the Thracians as incurably stupid and illiterate. Andro 
tién, Fragm. 36, ed. Didot. Ephorus treated him as having been a pupil of 
the Idwan Dactyls of Phrygia (see Diodor. vy. 64), and as having learnt 
from them his reAeTd¢ and pvotypia, which he was the first to introduce 
into Greece. The earliest mention which we find of Orpheus, is that of the 
poet Ibycus (about B. c. 530), dvowanAvrov ’Opgnv. Ibyci Fragm 9, p. 341, 
ed. Schneidewin. 
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compositions which passed under these names emanate for the 
most part from poets of the Alexandrine age, and subsequent te 
the Christian era; and that even the earliest among them, which 
served as the stock on which the later additions were engrafted, 
belong to a period far more recent than Hesiod; probably to the 
century preceding Onomakritus (8. c. 610-510). It seems, how- 
ever, certain, that both Orpheus and Muszeus were names of 
established reputation at the time when Onomakritus flourished ; 
and it is distinctly stated by Pausanias that the latter was him- 
self the author of the most remarkable and characteristic mythe 
of the Orphic Theogony —the discerption of Zagreus by the 
Titans, and his resurrection as Dionysos.! 

The names of Orpheus and Muszus (as well as that of Pytha- 
goras,? looking at one side of his character) represent facts of 
importance in the history of the Grecian mind—the gradual 
influx of Thracian, Phrygian, and Egyptian, religious ceremonies 
and feelings, and the increasing diffusion of special mysteries, 


1 Pausan. viii. 37,3. Tirdvac dé mptov é¢ roinotw éonyayev “Ounpoc, Seovde 
elvat ogae Ind TH Kadovuévw Taptapy: Kat gory év ‘Hpac épkw Ta ern: Tapa 
68 ‘Ounpov ’OvouaKkpitoc, TaparaBov Tov Titavwv 1d dvoua, Atovicw Te 
ovvéidnkev dpyta, Kal eivat tod Titdvac TH Atoviow tov radbnuatorv éexoinoev 
avroupyotc. Both the date, the character and the function of Onomakritus 
are distinctly marked by Herodotus. vii. 6. 

* Herodotus believed in the derivation both of the Orphic and Pythagorean 
regulations from Egypt — duodoyéovor dé radra Tolar OpdiKoiot Kadeouévowot 
kal Baxytkolot, éovor dé Aiyumriovo: (ii. 81). He knows the names of those 
Greeks who have borrowed from Egypt the doctrine of the metempsychosis, 
but he will not mention them (ii. 123): he can hardly allude to any one but 
the Pythagoreans, many of whom he probably knew in Italy. See the 
curious extract from Xenophanés respecting the doctrine of Pythagoras, 
Diogen. Laért. viii. 37; and the quotation from the Silli of Tim6én, Iv3a- 
yopav d& yontog arokdivavt’ émi ddgav, ete Compare Porphyr. in Vit. 
Pythag. ec. 41. 

* Aristophan. Ran. 1030.— 


’Opdede pév yap TeAerac & huiv Karéderée, dovuy 1 aréyeoSat* 
Movoaioc 7’, takéoere Te voowy Kal ypnopuotc - ‘Hoiodoc 02, 

Tig épyaciac, kapréy dpac, apdtove : 6 dé Setog “Opunpoc 

*An® Tod Tiuny Kal KAEog Eoxev, TARY TodS’, ST ypHaT’ edidcoKED, 
*Apetac, Takerc, OmAioelc dvdpOy; ete. 


The same general contrast is to be found in Plato, Protagoras, p. 316; the 
opinion of Pausanias, ix. 30, 4. The poems of Muszeus seem to beve borne 
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schemes for religious purification, and orgies (I venture to angli- 
cize the Greek word, which contains in its original meaning no 
implication of the ideas of excess to which it was afterwards 
diverted) in honor of some particular god — distinct both from 
the public solemnities and from the gentile solemnities of primi- 
tive Greece, —celebrated apart from the citizens generally, and 
approachable only through a certain course of preparation and 
initiation — sometimes even forbidden to be talked of in the 
presence of the uninitiated, under the severest threats of divine 
judgment. Occasionally such voluntary combinations assumed 
the form of permanent brotherhoods, bound together by periodical 
solemnities as well as by vows of an ascetic character: thus the 
Orphic life (as it was called) or regulation of the Orphic brother- 
hood, among other injunctions partly arbitrary and partly absti- 
nent, forbade animal food universally, and on certain occasions, 
the use of woollen clothing.! The great religious and political 
fraternity of the Pythagoreans, which acted so powerfully on the 
condition of the Italian cities, was one of the many manifestations 
of this general tendency, which stands in striking contrast with 
the simple, open-hearted, and demonstrative worship of the 
Homeric Greeks. 

Festivals at seed-time and harvest — at the vintage and at the 
opening of the new wine — were doubtless coeval with the earli- 
est habits of the Greeks; the latter being a period of unusual 
joviality. Yet in the Homeric poems, Dionysos and Démétér, 
the patrons ‘of the vineyard and the cornfield, are seldom men- 
tioned, and decidedly occupy little place in the imagination of the 
poet as compared with the other gods: nor are they of any con- 
spicuous importance even in the Hesiodic Theogony. But during 
the interval between Hesiod and Onomakritus, the revolution in 
the religious mind of Greece was such as to place both these 
deities in the front rank. According to the Orphic doctrine, 
Zayreus, son of Persephoné, is destined to be the successor of 
Zeus, and although the violence of the Titans intercepts this lot, 


considerable analogy to the Melampodia ascribed to Hesiod (see Clemen. 
Alex. Str. vi. p. 628); and healing charms are ascribed to Orpheus as well 
as to Muszeus. See Eurip. Alcestis, 986. 

! Herod. ii. 81; Euripid. Hippol. 957, and the curious fragment of the lost 
Krarec of Euripides. ’Opgixot Biot, Plato, Legg. vii. 782. 
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yet even when he rises again from his discerption under the 
name of Dionysos, he is the colleague and coéqual of his divine 
father. 

This remarkable change, occurring as it did during the sixth 
and a part of the seventh century before the Christian xra, may 
be traced to the influence of communication with Egypt (which 
only became fully open to the Greeks about B. c. 660), as well 
as with Thrace, Phrygia, and Lydia. From hence new religious 
ideas and feelings were introduced, which chiefly attached them- 
selves to the characters of Dionysos and Démétér. The Greeks 
identified these two deities with the great Egyptian Osiris and 
Isis, so that what was borrowed from the Egyptian worship of 
the two latter naturally fell to their equivalents in the Grecian 
system.! Moreover the worship of Dionysos (under what name 
cannot be certainly made out) was indigenous in Thrace,2 
as that of the Great Mother was in Phyrgia, and in Lydia — 
together with those violent ecstasies and manifestations of tem 
porary frenzy, and that clashing of noisy instruments, which we 
find afterwards characterizing it in Greece. The great masters 
of the pipe—as well as the dythyramb,? and indeed the whole 
musical system appropriated to the worship of Dionysos, which 


1 Herodot. ii. 42, 59, 144. 

? Herodot. v. 7, vii. 111; Euripid. Hecub. 1249, and Rhésus, 969. and the 
Prologue to the Bacche; Strabo, x. p. 470; Schol. ad Aristophan. Aves, 
874; Kustath. ad Dionys. Perieg. 1069; Harpocrat. v. 2@@or3 Photius, 
Evoi ZaGoi. The “Lydiaca” of Th. Menke (Berlin, 1843) traces the 
early connection between the religion of Dionysos and that of Cybelé, c. 6, 
7. Hoeckh’s Kréta (vol. i. p. 128-134) is instructive respecting the Phrygian 
religion. 

3 Aristotle, Polit. viii. 7,9. Idoa yap Bakyeva kai raoa 7 TovabTn Kivnotc 
uadtota TOV bpyavav éotiv év Toi¢ adbdoic: Tv 0 dpyoviwy év Toic Ppvycot? 
uéheot AauBaver Tavta Td rpéror, olov 6 dvWbpauBo¢g SoKet bpodoyovupévux 
elvat ®pdyiov. Eurip. Bacch. 58.— 


Alpeote taniyapu’ év moder Ppvydv 
Tourava, ‘Péac Te untpd¢ tua ¥ ebpnuara, ete. 


Plutarch, Ez.in Delph. ¢.9; Philochor. Fr. 21, ed. Dot, p. 389. The com- 
plete and intimate manner in which Kuripidés identifies the Bacchic rites of 
Dionysos with the Phrygian ceremonies in honor of the Great Mother, is very 
remarkabls, The fine description given by Lucretius (ii. 600-640) of the 
Phrygian worship is much enfeebled by his unsatisfactory allegorizing 
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contrasted so pointedly with the quiet solemnity of the Paan 
addressed to Apollo — were all originally Phrygian. 

From all these various countries, novelties, unknown to the 
Homeric men, found their way into the Grecian worship: and 
there is one amongst them which deserves to be specially noticed, 
because it marks the generation of the new class of ideas in 
their theology. Homer mentions many persons guilty of private 
or involuntary homicide, and compelled either to go into exile or 
to make pecuniary satisfaction ; but he never once describes any 
of them to have either received or required purification for the 
crime.! Now in the time subsequent to Homer, purification for 
homicide comes to be considered as indispensable: the guilty 
person is regarded as unfit for the society of man or the worship 
of the gods until he has received it, and special ceremonies are 
prescribed whereby it is to be administered. Herodotus tells us 
that the ceremony of purification was the same among the Lydi- 
ans and among the Greeks :2 we know that it formed no part of 
the early religion of the latter, and we may perhaps reasonably 
suspect that they borrowed it from the former. The oldest 
instance known to us of expiation for homicide was contained in 
the epic poem of the Milesian Arktinus,? wherein Achillés is 


1 Schol. ad Iliad, xi. 690 — od dvd rd KaSapora “Idirov ropSeira: 7 TliAoe, 
émei Tot ’Odvocede peilwv Néoropoc, kal rap’ ‘Ounpw obx oidayev dovéa ka- 
Saipopevov, GAn’ avritivovta }) pvyadevouevov, The examples are numer- 
ous, and are found both in the Iliad and the Odyssey. Iliad, ii. 665 ( Z/épo- 
lemos); xiii. 697 (Medén); xiii. 574 (Epeigeus); xxiii. 89 (Patroclos) ; 
Odyss. xv. 224 (Theoclymenos) ; xiv. 8380 (an Atolian). Nor does the inter- 
esting mythe respecting the functions of Até and the Lite harmonize with 
the subsequent doctrine about the necessity of purification. (Iliad, ix. 498). 

2 Herodot. i. 35 —éore d& mapatAnoin 7 KaVaporc Ttoiot Avdotot Kat roiat 
"EAAnot. One remarkable proof, amongst many, of the deep hold which 
this idea took of the greatest minds in Greece, that serious mischief would 
fall upon the community if family quarrels or homicide remained without 
religious expiation, is to be found in the objections which Aristotle urges 
against the community of women proposed in the Platonic Republic. It 
could not be known what individuals stood in the relation of father, son or 
brother: if, therefore, wrong or murder of kindred should take place, the 
appropriate religious atonements (a! vouicouevar Avoerc) could not be applied, 
and the crime would go unexpiated. (Aristot. Polit. ii. 1,14. Compare 
Thucyd. i. 125-128). 

> See the Fragm. of the Athiopis of Arktinus, in Dintzer’s Collection, p. 16 
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purified by Odysseus for the murder of Thersités : several others 
occurred in the later or Hesiodic epic — Héraklés, Peleus, Belle- 
rophén, Alkmexén, Amphiktyén, Poemander, Triopas, — from 
whence they probably passed through the hands of the logogra 
phers to Apollodérus, Diodérus, and others.!| The purification 
of the murderer was originally operated, not by the hands of any 
priest or specially sanctified man, but by those of a chief or king, 
who goes through the appropriate ceremonies in the manner 
recounted by Herodotus in his pathetic narrative respecting 
Croesus and Adrastus. 

The idea of a special taint of crime, and of the necessity as 
well as the sufficiency of prescribed religious ceremonies as a 
means of removing it, appears thus to have got footing in Grecian 
practice subsequent to the time of Homer. The peculiar rites 
or orgies, composed or put together by Onomakritus, Methapus,4 
and other men of more than the ordinary piety, were founded 
upon a similar mode of thinking,and adapted to the same mental 
exigencies. They were voluntary religious manifestations, super- 
induced upon the old public sacrifices of the king or chiefs on 
behalf of the whole society, and of the father on his own family 
hearth — they marked out the details of divine service proper to 
appease or gratify the god to whom they were addressed, and to 
procure for the believers who went through them his blessings 
and protection here or hereafter — the exact performance of the 
divine service in all its specialty was held necessary, and thus the 
priests or Hierophants, who alone were familiar with the ritual, 
acquired a commanding position. Generally speaking, these 


' The references for this are collected in Lobeck’s Aglaophamos. Epi- 
metr. ii. ad Orphica, p. 968. 

? Pausanias (iv. 1, 5) —jetexdounoe yap kal MéSaroc ric Tederic (the 
Eleusinian Orgies, carried by Kaukon from Eleusis into Messénia), éorv d. 
‘O d& MéSarog yévog wév Hv ’AYnvaloc, TeAETIC Te Kal bpyiwy wTavToiwD 
suvbétnce. Again, viii. 37, 3, Onomakriws Avoviow cvvédn kev opyta, 
ete. This is another expression designating the same idea as the Rhésus of 
Kuripidés, 944. — 

Mvornpior te tov axoppnrov davac 
*Edecéev ’Opdete. 


? Télinés, the ancestor of the Syracusan despot Geld, acquired great 
political power as possessing 72 pd, rév ySoviny Sedv (Hercdot. vii 158); 
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peculiar orgies obtained their admission and their influence at 
periods of distress, disease, public calamity and danger, or re- 
ligious terror and despondency, which appear to have been but 
too frequent in their occurrence. 

The minds of men were prone to the belief that what they 
were suffering arose from the displeasure of some of the gods, 
and as they found that the ordinary sacrifices and worship were 
insufficient for their protection,-so they grasped at new sugges- 
tions proposed to them with the view of regaining the divine 
favor.! Such suggestions were more usually copied, either in 
whole or in part, from the religious rites of some foreign locality, 
or from some other portion of the Hellenic world; and in this 
manner many new sects or voluntary religious fraternities, prom- 
ising to relieve the troubled conscience and to reconcile the sick 
or suffering with the offended gods, acquired permanent establish- 
ment as well as considerable influence. They were generally 
under the superintendence of hereditary families of priests, whe 
imparted the rites of confirmation and purification to communi- 
cants generally ; no one who went through the prescribed cere- 
monies being excluded. In many cases, such ceremonies fell into 
the hands of jugglers, who volunteered their services to wealthy 
men, and degraded their profession as well by obtrusive venality 
as by extravagant promises :2 sometimes the price was lowered 


he and his family became hereditary Hierophants of these ceremonies. How 
Télinés acquired the ‘pd Herodotus cannot say — dev dé atta taBe, 7H 
aito¢ éxthoato, TovTo obk é&yw eimat. Probably there was a traditional 
legend, not inferior in sanctity to that of Eleusis, tracing them to the gift of 
Démétér herself. 

i See Josephus cont. Apion. ii. c. 35.; Hesyck. Oeot féviot; Strabo, x. p 
471; Plutarch, [epi Aecowdaiuov. c. iii. p. 166; c. vii. p. 167. 

2 Plato, Republ. ii. p. 364; Demosthen. de Corona, c. 79, p. 313. The 
deco.daiuwv of Theophrastus cannot be comfortable without receiving the 
Orphic communion monthly from the Orpheotelestse (Theophr. Char. xvi.). 
Compare Plutarch, Hep? rod wu?) ypav éuperpa, ete., c. 25, p. 400. The comic 
writer Phrynichus indicates the existence of these rites of religious excite- 
ment, at Athens, during the Peloponnesian war. See the short fragment of 
nis Kpévoe, ap. Schol. Aristoph. Aves, 989 - 


‘Avnp yopever, Kat TA Tod Beod Kadde: 
BobdAer Avoreidyn petadpaue Kal rimrava ; 


Diopeithés was a ypyouOAoyog, or collecter and deliverer of prophecsea 
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to bring them within reach of the poor and even of slaves. But 
the wide diffusion, and the number of voluntary communicants 
of these solemnities, proves how much they fell in with the feel- 
ing of the time and how much respect they enjoyed —a respect, 
which the more conspicuous establishments, such as Eleusis and 
Samothrace, maintained for several centuries. And the visit of 
the Kretan Epimenidés to Athens —in the time of Soldn, and 
at a season of the most serious disquietude and dread of having 
offended the gods — illustrates the tranquillizing effect of new 
- orgies! and rites of absolution, when enjoined by a man standing 
high in the favor of the gods and reputed to be the son of a 
nymph. The supposed Erythrean Sibyl, and the earliest collec- 
tion of Sibylline prophecies,? afterwards so much multiplied and 
interpolated, and referred (according to Grecian custom) to an 
age even earlier than Homer, appear to belong to a date not long 
posterior to Epimenidés. Other oracular verses, such as those of 
Bakis, were treasured up in Athens and other cities: the sixth 
century before the Christian era was fertile in these kinds of 
religious manifestations. 

Amongst the special rites and orgies of the character just 
described, those which enjoyed the greatest Pan-Hellenic reputa- 
tion were attached to the Idean Zeus in Kréte, to Démétér at 
Eleusis, to the Kabeiri in Samothrace, and to Dionysos at Delphi 


which he sung (or rather, perhaps, recited) with solemnity and emphasis, in 
public. Gore roodvtec ypnopode avtot Aiddao’ dey AroreiSer TH rapapat- 
vouévy. (Ameipsias ap. Schol. Aristophan. ut sup., which illustrates 
Thucyd. ii. 21). 

* Plutarch, Solon, c. 12; Diogen. Laért. i. 110. 

7 See Klausen, “ Aineas und die Penaten:” his chapter on the connection 
between the Grecian and Roman Sibylline collections is among the most 
ingenious of’ his learned book. Book ii. pp. 210-240; see Steph. Byz. v 
Vépyee. 

To the same age belong the ypyovol and kaSapyol of Abaris and his mar 
vellous journey through the air upon an arrow (Herodot. iv. 36). 

Epimenidés also composed ka¥apuot in epic verse; his Kovpftwv and 
KopuBavtwy yéveorc, and his four thousand verses respecting Minés and 
Rhadamanthys, if they had been preserved, would let us fully into the ideas 
of a religious mystic of that age respecting the antiquities of Greece. 
(Strabo, x. p. 474; Diogen. Laért. i. 10), Among the poems ascribed to 


Hesiod were comprised not only the Melampodia, but also émm pavrTixd and 
tinynoerc xt rTéoacty. Pausan. ix. 3] 4. 
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and Thebes! That they were all to a great degree analogous, 
is shown by the way in which they unconsciously run together 
and become confused in the minds of various authors: the an- 
cient inquirers themselves were unable to distinguish one from 
the other, and we must be content to submit to the like ignorance. 
But we see enough to satisfy us of the general fact, that during 
the century and a half which elapsed between the opening of 
Egypt to the Greeks and the commencement of their struggle 
with the Persian kings, the old religion was largely adulterated 
by importations from Egypt, Asia Minor,? and Thrace. The 
rites grew to be more furious and ecstatic, exhibiting the utmost 
excitement, bodily as well as mental: the legends became at once 
more coarse, more tragical, and less pathetic. The manifestations 
of this frenzy were strongest among the women, whose religious 
susceptibilities were often found extremely unmanageable, and 
who had everywhere congregative occasional ceremonies of their 
own, part from the men — indeed, in the case of the colonists, 
especially of the Asiatic colonists, the women had been originally 
women of the country, and as such retained to a great degree 
their non-Hellenic manners and feelings. The god Diony- 


1 Among other illustrations of this general resemblance, may be counted 
an epitaph of Kallimachus upon an aged priestess, who passed from the 
service of Démétér to that of the Kabeiri, then to that of Cybelé, having 
the superintendence of many young women. Kallimachus, Epigram. 42. p. 
308. ed. Ernest. 

2 Plutarch, (Defect. Oracul. c. 10, p. 415) treats these countries as the orig- 
inal seat of the worship of Demons (wholly or partially bad, and interme- 
diate between gods and men), and their religious ceremonies as of a corres- 
ponding character: the Greeks were borrowers from them, according to him, 
both of the doctrine and of the ceremonies. 

3 Strabo, vii. p. 297. “Amavrec yap t7¢ devocdatpoviac apynyode olovtTat Ta¢ 
yuvaikac’ abrai dé Kat Todg dvdpag mpoKadoiyrat &¢ Tac éni TAgov Vepareiag 
tov Sedv, kal éoptac, kal ToTtviacpot¢. Plato (De Legg. x. pp. 909, 910) 
takes great pains to restrain this tendency on the part of sick or suffering 
persons, especially women, to introduce new sacred rites into his city. 

4 Herodot. i. 146. The wives of the Ionic original settlers at Miletos were 
Karian women, whose husbands they slew. 

The violences of the Karian worship are attested by what Herodotus says 
of the Karian residents in Egypt, at the festival of Isis at Busiris. The 
Egyptians at this festival manifested their feeling by beating themselves, the 
Karians by cutting their faces with knives (ii. 61). The Kapex? povca 
became provi rbial for funeral wailings (Plate, Legg. vii. p. 800): the un 


30 HISTORY OF GREECE. 


sos,! whom the legends described as clothed in feminine attire, and 
leading a troop of .renzied women, inspired a temporary ecstasy, 
and those who resisted the inspiration, being supposed to disobey 
his will, were punished either by particular judgments or by 
mental terrors; while those who gave full loose to the feeling, in 
the appropriate season and with the received solemnities, satisfied 
his exigencies, and believed themselves to have procured immu- 
nity from such disquietudes for the future.? Crowds of women, 
clothed with fawn-skins and bearing the sanctified thyrsus, flocked 
to the solitudes of Parnassus, or Kitheron, or Taygetus, during 
the consecrated triennial period, passed the night there with 
torches, and abandoned themselves to demonstrations of frantic 
excitement, with dancing and clamorous invocation of the god: 
they were said to tear animals limb from limb, to devour the raw 


measured effusions and demonstrations of sorrow for the departed, some 
times accompanied by cutting and mutilation self-inflicted by the mourner 
was a distinguishing feature in Asiatics and Egyptians as compared with 
Greeks. Plutarch, Consolat. ad Apollon. c. 22, p. 123. Mournful feeling 
was, in fact, a sort of desecration of the genuine and primitive Grecian fes- 
tival, which was a season of cheerful harmony and social enjoyment, where 
in the god was believed to sympathize (et@pocvvy). See Kenophanés ap. 
Aristot. Rhetor. ii. 25; Xenophan. Fragm. |. ed. Schneidewin; Theognis, 
776; Plutarch, De Superstit. p. 169. The unfavorable comments of Diony 
sius of Halicarnassus, in so far as they refer to the festivals of Greece, apply 
to the foreign corruptions, not to the native character, of Grecian worship. 

1 The Lydian Héraklés was conceived and worshipped as a man in 
female attire: this idea occurs often in the Asiatic religions. Mencke, 
Lydiaca, ¢. 8, p. 22. Asdvucoce appnv Kai BiAve. Aristid. Or. iv. p. 28; 
Aischyl. Fragm. Edoni, ap. Aristoph. Thesmoph. 185. Todardc 6 ybvvee ; 
tic TaTpa ; Tic | OTOAR ; 

? Melampos cures the women (whom Dionysos has struck mad for their 
resistance to his rites), tapaAaBov rove duvatwrarouc TOv veaviwy pet’ GAa- 
Aaywotd Kai tivoc évbéov yopeiac. .\pollodor. ii. 2, 7. Compare Eurip 
Bacch. 861. 

Plato (Legg. vii. p. 790) gives a similar theory of the healing effect of the 
Korybantic rites, which cured vague and inexplicable terrors of the mind by 
means of dancing and music conjoined with religious ceremonies —a/ ra 
tév KopyBavtwyv iauata tedovoa: (the practitioners were women), al Téw 
exopovarv Bakyeiwov iaceup— 7 Tov Ewte_ev Kkpatei Kivnowg mpoopepopévn Tip 
évrd¢ goBepav obvav kal uavixiy Kivnoww — dpyoupévovg 62 Kal abdovpévors 
usta Bedv, oic dv Kaddrepjoavtec ExaoTor Siwoww, kaTEepyaoaro arti uaviKan 
guiv dradécewv ere Eudpovay Exe. 
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flesh, and to cut themselves without feeling the wound.! The 
men yielded to a similar impulse by noisy revels in the streets, 
sounding the cymbals and tambourine, and carrying the image of 
the god in procession.2 It deserves to be remarked, that the 
Athenian women never practised these periodical mountain excur- 
sions, s© common among the rest of the Greeks: they had their 
feminine solemnities of the Thesmophoria,? mournful in their 
character and accompanied with fasting, and their separate con- 
gregations at the temples of Aphrodité, but without any extreme 
or unseemly demonstrations. ‘The state festival of the Dyonysia, 
in the city of Athens, was celebrated with dramatic entertain- 
ments, and the once rich harvest of Athenian tragedy and comedy 
was thrown up under its auspices. The ceremonies of the Kuré- 
tes in Kréte, originally armed dances in honor of the Idaan Zeus, 
seem also to have borrowed from Asia so much of fury, of self- 
infliction, and of mysticism, that they became at last inextricably 
confounded with the Phrygian Korybantes or worshippers of the 
Great Mother; though it appears that Grecian reserve always 
stopped short of the irreparable self-mutilation of Atys. 

The influence of the Thracian religion upon that of the Greeks 
cannot be traced in detail, but the ceremonies contained in it were 
of a violent and fierce character, like the Phrygian, and acted 
upon Hellas in the same general direction as the latter. And the 
like may be said of the Egyptian religion, which was in this case 
the more operative, inasmuch as all the intellectual Greeks were 
naturally attracted to go and visit the wonders on the banks of the 


1 Described in the Bacche of Euripidés (140, 735, 1135, etc.). Ovid, 
Trist. iv. i. 41. ‘“ Utque suum Bacchis non sentit saucia vulnus, Cum furit 
Edonis exululata jugis.” In a fragment of the poet Alkman, a Lydian by birth, 
the Bacchanal nymphs are represented as milking the lioness, and making 
cheese of the milk, during their mountain excursions and festivals. (AIk- 
man. Fragm. 14. Schn. Compare Aristid. Orat. iv. p. 29). Clemens 
Alexand. Admonit. ad Gent. p. 9, Sylb.; Lucian, Dionysos, ¢. 3, T. iii. p. Tr, 
Hemsterh. 

2 See the tale of Skylés in Herod. iv. 79, and Athenzeus, x. p. 445. Hero- 
dotus mentions that the Scythians abhorred the Bacchic ceremonies, account 
ing the frenzy which belonged to them to be disgraceful and monstrous. 

3 Plutarch, De Isid. et Osir. c. 69, p. 378; Schol. ad Aristoph. Thesmoph 
There were however Bacchic ceremonies practised to a certain extent by the 
Athenian women. (Aristoph. Lysist. 388). 
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Niie ; the powerful effect produced upon them is attested by maney 
evidences, but especially by the interesting narrative of Herodo- 
tus. Now the Egyptian ceremonies were at once more licentious, 
and more profuse in the outpouring both of joy and sorrow, than 
the Greek :! but a still greater difference sprang from the extra- 
ordinary power, separate mode of life, minute observances, and 
elaborate organization, of the priesthood. The ceremonies of 
Egypt were multitudinous, but the legends concerning them were 
framed by the priests, and as a general rule, seemingly, known to 
the priests alone: at least they were not intended to be publicly 
talked of, even by pious men. They were “holy stories,” which 
it was sacrilege publicly to mention, and which from this very 
prohibition only took firmer hold of the minds of the Greek vis- 
itors who heard them. And thus the element of secrecy and 
mystic silence — foreign to Homer, and only faintly glanced at in 
Hesiod — if it was not originally derived from Egypt, at least 
received from thence its greatest stimulus and diffusion. The 
character of the legends themselves was naturally affected by 
this change from publicity to secrecy : the secrets when revealed 
would be such as to justify by their own tenor the interdict on 
public divulgation: instead of being adapted, like the Homeric 
mythe, to the universal sympathies and hearty interest of a 
crowd of hearers, they would derive their impressiveness from 
the tragical, mournful, extravagant, or terror-striking character 
of the incidents.2, Such a tendency, which appears explicable 
and probable even on general grounds, was in this particular case 
rendered still more certain by the coarse taste of the Egyptian 
priests. That any recondite doctrine, religious or philosophical, 
was attached to the mysteries or contained in the holy stories, 


'“ Egyptiaca numina fere plangoribus gaudent, Greca plerumque chor 
eis, barbara autem strepitu cymbalistarum et tympanistarum et choraula- 
rum.” (Apuleius, De Genio Socratis, y. ii. p. 149, Oudend). 

* The legend of Dionysos and Prosymnos, as it stands in Clemens, could 
never have found place in an epic poem (Admonit. ad Gent. p. 22, Sylb.). 
Compare page 11 of the same work, where however he so confounds together 
Phrygian, Bacchic, and Eleusinian mysteries, that one cannot distinguish 
them apart. 

Demetrius Phaléreus says about the legends belonging to these cerernomes 
— Avo kai ra uvoripia Aéyerat év GAAnyopiaig Tp dC ExTANHELY Kat opel 
enV, GoTEp ev oKdTW Kal vuKTi. (De Interpretatione, c. 101). 


EGYPTIAN AND THRACIAN RELYGION. 89 


has never been shown, and is to the last degree improbanle 
though the affirmative has been asserted by many learned men 

Herodotus seems to have believed that the worship and cere. 
monies of Dionysos generally were derived by the Greeks from 
Egypt, brought over by Kadmus and taught by him to Melampus. 
and the latter appears in the Hesiodic Catalogue as having cured 
thy daughters of Proetus of the mental distemper with which they 
had been smitten by Dionysos for rejecting his ritual. He cured 
them by introducing the Bacchic dance and fanatical excitement: 
this mythical incident is the most ancient mention of the Diony- 
siac solemnities presented in the same character as they bear in 
Furipidés. It is the general tendency of Herodotus to apply the 
theory of derivation from Egypt far too extensively to Grecian 
institutions: the orgies of Dionysos were not oriyinally borrowed 
from thence, though they may have been much modified by con- 
nection with Egypt as well as with Asia. The remarkable mythe 
composed by Onomakritus respecting the dismemberment of 
Zagreus was founded upon an Egyptian tale very similar respect- 
ing the body of Osiris, who was supposed to be identical with 
Dionysos :! nor was it unsuitable to the reckless fury of the Bac- 
chanals during their state of temporary excitement, which found 
a still more awful expression in the mythe of Pentheus, — torn 
in pieces by his own mcther Agavé at the head of her compan- 
ions in the ceremony, as an intruder upon the feminine rites as 
well as a scoffer at the god.? A passage in the Iliad (the authen- 
ticity of which has been contested, but even as an interpolation it 
must be old)? also recounts how Lykurgus was struck blind by 
Zeus for having chased away with a whip “the nurses of the mad 
Dionysos,” and frightened the god himself into the sea to take 


' See the curious treatise of Plutarch, De Isid. et Osirid. c. 11-14, p. 
856, and his elaborate attempt to allegorize the legend. He seems to have 
conceived that the Thracian Orpheus had first introduced into Greece the 
mysteries both of Démétér and Dionysos, copying them from those of Isis 
and Osiris in Egypt. See Fragm. 84, from one of his lost works, tom, y. p 
891, ed. Wyttenb. 

? Jschylus had dramatized the story of Pentheus as well as that of Ly- 
kurgus: one of his tetralogies was the Lykurgria (Dindorf, Ausch. Fragm, 
115}. A short allusion to the story of Pentheus appears in Eumenid, 2& 
Compare Sophocl. Antigon. 985, and the Scholia. 

3 Tliad, vi. 130. See the remarks of Mr. Payne Knight ad loc. 

vou. t as Rae 
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refuge in the arms of Thetis: and the fact, that Dionysos is se 
frequently represented in his mythes as encountering opposition 
and punishing the refractory, seems to indicate that his worship 
under its ecstatic form was a late phenomenon and introduced not 
without difficulty. The mythical Thracian Orpheus was attached 
as Eponymos to a new sect, who seem to have celebrated the cere- 
monies of Dionysos with peculiar care, minuteness and fervor, 
besides observing various rules in respect to food and clothing. 
at was the opinion of Herodotus, that these rules, as well as the 
Pythagorean, were borrowed from Egypt. But whether this be 
the fact or not, the Orphic brotherhood is itself both an evidence, 
and a cause, of the increased importance of the worship of Dion- 
ysos, which indeed is attested by the great dramatic poets of 
Athens. 

The Homeric Hymns present to us, however, the religious 
ideas and legends of the Greeks at an earlier period, when the 
enthusiastic and mystic tendencies had not yet acquired their full 
development. Though not referable to the same age or to the 
same author as either the Iliad or the Odyssey, they do to a cer- 
tain extent continue the same stream of feeling, and the same 
mythical tone and coloring, as these poems — manifesting but 
little evidence of Egyptian, Asiatic, or Thracian adulterations. 
The difference is striking between the god Dionysos as he appears 
in the Homeric hymn and in the Bacche of Euripidés. The 
hymnographer describes him as standing on the sea-shore, in the 
gu‘se of a beautiful and richly-clothed youth, when Tyrrhenian 
pirates suddenly approach: they seize and bind him and drag 
him on board their vessel. But the bonds which they employ 
burst spontaneously, and leave the god free. The steersman, per- 
ceiving this with affright, points out to his companions that they 
have unwittingly laid hands on a god, — perhaps Zeus himself, 
or Apollo, or Poseidén. He conjures them to desist, and to re- 
place Dionysos respectfully on the shore, lest in his wrath he 
should visit the ship with wind and hurricane: but the crew de- 
ride his scruples, and Dionysos is carried prisoner out to sea with 
the ship under full sail. Miraculous circumstances soon attest 
both his presence and his power. Sweet-scented wine is seen to 
flow spontaneously about the ship, the sail and mast appear 
adorned with vine and ivy-leaves, and the oar-pegs with garlands 
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Lhe terrified crew now too late entreat the helmsman to steer his 
course for the shore, and crowd round him for protection on the 
poop. But their destruction is at hand: Dionysos assumes the 
form of a lion —a bear is seen standing near him — this bear 
rushes with a loud roar upon the captain, while the crew leap 
overboard in their agony of fright, and are changed into dolphins. 
Ther : remains none but the discreet and pious steersman, to whom 
Dionysos addresses words of affectionate encouragement, reveal- 
ing his name, parentage and dignity.! 

This hymn, perhaps produced at the Naxian festival of Dion- 
ysos, and earlier than the time when the dithyrambic chorus be- 
came the established mode of singing the praise and glory of that 
god, is conceived in a spirit totally different from that of the Bac- 
chic Telatz, or special rites which the Bacche of Euripidés so 
abundantly extol,— rites introduced from Asia by Dionysos him- 
self at the head of a thiasus or troop of enthusiastic women,— in- 
flaming with temporary frenzy the minds of the women of Thebes, 
—not communicable except to those who approach as pious com- 
municants,— and followed by the most tragical results to all those 
who fight against the god.2 The Bacchic Teletw, and the Bac- 
chic feminine frenzy, were importations from abroad, as Euripides 
represents them, engrafted upon the joviality of the primitive 
Greek Dionysia; they were borrowed, in alli probability, from 
more than one source and introduced through more than one 


1 See Homer, Hymn 5, Acévucog 7) Ajorat. — The satirical drama of Euri- 
pidés, the Cycléps, extends and alters this old legend. Dionysos is carried 
away by the Tyrrhenian pirates, and Silénus at the head of the Bacchanals 
goes everywhere in search of him (Eur. Cyc. 112). The pirates are instiga- 
ted against him hy the hatred of Héré, which appears frequently as a cause 
of mischief to Dionysos (Bacchx, 286). Héré in her anger had driven him 
mad when a child, and he had wandered in this state over Egypt and Syria; 
at length he came to Cybela in Phrygia, was purified (kadapvel¢) by Rhea, 
and received from her female attire (Apollodor. iii. 5, 1, with Heyne’s note ). 
This seems to have been the legend adopted to explain the old verse of the 
Yliad, as well as the maddening attributes of the god generally. 

There was a standing antipathy between the priestesses and the religious 
establishinents of Héré and Dionysos (Plutarch, Ilep? rév év Aaraias 
AaidGAwr, c. 2, tom. y. p. 755, ed. Wytt.). Plutarch ridicules the legendary 
reason commonly assigned for this, and provides a symbolical explanation 
which he thinks very satisfactory. 

* Hurip. Bacch. 325, 464, etc. 
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channel, the Orphic life or brotherhood being one of the varieties. 
Strabo ascribes to this latter a Thracian original, considering Or- 
pheus, Muszeus, and Eumolpus as having been all Thracians.! It 
is curious to observe how, in the Bacche of Euripidés, the two 
distinct and even conflicting ideas of Dionysos come alternately 
forward; sometimes the old Grecian idea of the jolly and exhil- 
arating god of wine —but more frequently the recent and import- 
ed idea of the terrific and irresistible god who unseats the reason, 
and whose e@strus can only be appeased by a willing, though tem« 
porary obedience. In the fanatical impulse which inspired the 
votaries of the Asiatic Rhea or Cybelé, or of the Thracian Kotys, 
there was nothing of spontaneous joy; it was a sacred madness, 
during which the soul appeared to be surrendered to a stimulus 
from without, and accompanied by preternatural strength and tem- 
porary sense of power,? — altogether distinct from the unrestrain- 
ed hilarity of the original Dionysia, as we see them in the rural 
demes of Attica, or in the gay city of Tarentum. There was 
indeed a side on which the two bore some analogy, inasmuch as, 


1 Strabo, x. p. 471. Compare Aristid. Or. iv. p. 28. 

2 In the lost Xantrie of A&schylus, in which seems to have been included 
the tale of Pentheus, the goddess Avoca was introduced, stimulating the Bac- 
che, and creating in them spasmodic excitement from head to foot: é« 7o- 
dav 0 dvw ‘Yrépxerar orapayuo¢ cig dxpov Kapa, etc. (Fragm. 155, Dindorf), 
His tragedy called Hdoni also gave a terrific representation of the Bacchan- 
als and their fury, exaggerated by the maddening music: [iurAnoz uéAog, 
Maviag éraywydv duoKAay (Fr. 54). 

Such also is the reigning sentiment throughout the greater part of the 
Bacche of Euripidés; it is brought out still more impressively in the mourn- 
fnl Atys of Catullus :— 

“Dea magna, Dea Cybele, Dindymi Dea, Domina, 
Procul a mea tuus sit furor omnis, hera, domo: 
Alios age incitatos : alios age rabidos !” 


We have only to compare this fearful influence with the description of 
Dikexopolis and his exuberant joviality in the festival of the rural Dionysia 
(Aristoph. Acharn 1051 seg.; see also Plato. Legg. i. p. 637), to see how com 
pletely the foreign innovations recolored the old Grecian Dionysos, — Acév- 
vooc moAvynd7)¢,—- who appears also in the scene of Dionysos and Ariadné 
in te Symposion of Xenophén, c. 9. The simplicity of the ancient Diony: 
siac processions is dwelt upon by Plutarch, De Cupidine Divitiarum, p. 527 
and the original dithyramb addressed by Archilochus to Dionysos is am 
effusion of drunken hilarity “Archiloch. Frag. 69, Schneid.). 
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according to the religious point of view of the Greeks, even the 
spontaneous joy of the vintage feast was conferred by the favor 
and enlivened by the companionship of Dionysos. It was upon 
this analogy that the framers of the Bacchic orgies proceeded 
but they did not the less disfigure the genuine character of the 
old Grecian Dionysia. 

Dionysos is in the corzeption of Pindar the Paredros or com- 
panion in worship of Démétér:! the worship and religious esti- 
mate of the latter has by that time undergone as great a change 
as that of the former, if we take our comparison with the brief 
description of Homer and Hesiod: she has acquired 2 much of the 
awful and soul-disturbing attributes of the Phrygian Cybelé. In 
Homer, Démétér is the goddess of the corn-field, who becomes 
attached to the mortal man JasiOn; an unhappy passion, since 
Zeus, jealous of the connection between goddesses and men, puts 
him to death. In the Hesiodic Theogony, Démétér is the mother 
of Persephoné by Zeus, who permits Hadés to carry off the latter 
as his wife: moreover Démétér has, besides, by Jasién a son call- 
ed Plutos, born in Kréte. Even from Homer to Hesiod, the 
legend of Démétér,has been expanded and her dignity exalted; 
according to the usual tendency of Greek legend, the expansion 
goes on still further. Through Jasioén, Démétér becomes connect- 
ed with the mysteries of Samothrace; through Persephoné, with 
those of Eleusis. The former connection it is difficult to follow 
out in detail, but the latter is explained and traced to its origin in 
the Homeric Hymn to Démétér. 


1 Pindar, Isthm. vi. 3. yaAKoxporov mapedpov Anuntepoc,—the epithet 

marks the approximation of Démétér to the Mother of the Gods. 4 xporaAwv 
turaver 7’ laxy, oby Te Bpduoc adAGy Evadev (Homer. Hymn. xiii.),— the 
Mother of the Gods was worshipped by Pindar himself along with Pan; she 
nad in his time her temple and ceremonies at Thébes (Pyth. iii. 78; Fragm, 
Dithyr. 5, and the Scholia ad /.) as well as, probably, at Athens (Pausan. i. 
3,3). 
Dionysos and Démétér are also brought together in the chorus of Sopho- 
kis, Antigoné, 1072. wéderg 0? maykoivorg "EAevoiviac Anoig tv KoArote , 
and in Kallimachus, Hymn. Cerer. 70. Bacchus or Dionysos are in the Attic 
tragedians constantly confounded with the Démétrian Iacchos, originally se 
different, — a personification of the mystic word shouted by the Eleusinian 
communicants. See Strabo, x.p, 468. 

# Euripidés in his Chorus in the Helena (1320 seg.) assigns to Démétér all 
the attributes of Rhea, and blends the two completely into one. 
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Though we find different statements respectirg the date as 
well as the origin of the Eleusinian mysteries, yet the popular 
belief of the Athenians, and the story which found favor at Eleu- 
sis, ascribed them to the presence and dictation of the goddess 
Démétér herself; just as the Bacchic rites are, according to the 
Bacche of Euripidés, first communicated and enforced on the 
Greeks by the personal visit of Dionysos to Thébes, the metro- 
polis of the Bacchie ceremonies.! In the Eleusinian legend, pre- 
served by the author of the Homeric Hymn, she comes volun- 
tarily and identifies herself with Eleusis; her past abode in 
Kréte being briefly indicated.2 Her visit to Eleusis is connected 
with the deep sorrow caused by the loss of her daughter Perse- 
phoné, who had been seized by Hadés, while gathering flowers 
ina meadow along with the Oceanic Nymphs, and carried off 
to become his wife in the under-world. In vain did the reluctant 
Persephoné shriek and invoke the aid of her father Zeus: he had 
consented to give her to Hadés, and her cries were heard only by 
Hekaté and Hélios. Démétér was inconsolable at the disappear- 
ance of her daughter, but knew not where to look for her: she 
wandered for nine days and nights with torches in search of the 
lost maiden without success. At length Hélios, the “spy of gods 
and men,” revealed to her, in reply to her urgent prayer, the 
rape of Persephoné, and the permission given to Hadés by Zeus. 
Démétér was smitten with anger and despair: she renounced Zeus 
and the society of Olympus, abstained from nectar and ambro- 
sia, and wandered on earth in grief and fasting until her form 
could no longer be known. In this condition she came to Eleusis, 
then governed by the prince Keleos. Sitting down by a well at 
the wayside in the guise of an old woman, she was found by the 
daughters of Keleoz, who came hither with their pails of brass 
for water. In reply to their questions, she told them that she had 
been brought by pirates from Kréte to Thorikos, and had made 
her escape; she ther solicited from them succor and employment 
as a servant or as anurse. The damsels prevailed upon their 
mother Metaneira to receive her, and to entrust her with the 


' Sophocl. Antigon. Baxydv untporoAw OnBav. 
* Homer, Hymn. Cerer. 123. The Hymn to Démétér has been translated, 
accompanied with valuable illustrative notes, hy J. H. Voss (Heidelb. 1826) 
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nursing of the young Démophodn, their late-born brother, the 
pnly son of Keleos. Démétér was received into the house of 
Metaneira, her dignified form still borne down by grief: she sat 
long silent and could not be induced either to smile or to taste 
food, until the maid-servant Iambé, by jests and playfulness, suc- 
ceeded in amusing and rendering her cheerful. She wauld not 
taste wine, but requested a peculiar mixture of barley-meal with 
water and the herb mint.! 

The child Démophodn, nursed by Démétér, throve and grew 
up like a god, to the delight and astonishment of his parents: she 
gave him no food, but anointed him daily with ambrosia, and 
plunged him at night in the fire like a torch, where he remained 
unburnt. She would have rendered him immortal, had she not 
been prevented by the indiscreet curiosity and alarm of Meta- 
neira, who secretly looked in at night, and shrieked with horror at 
the sight of her child in the fire.2 The indignant goddess, setting 
the infant on the ground, now revealed her true character to 
Metaneira: her wan and aged look disappeared, and she stood 
confest in the genuine majesty of her divine shape, diffusing a 
dazzling brightness which illuminated the whole house. “ Foolish 
mother,” she said, “thy want of faith has robbed thy son of im- 
mortal life. J am the exalted Démétér, the charm and comfort 
both of gods and men: I was preparing for thy son exemption 
from death and old age; now it cannot be but he must taste of 
both. Yet shall he be ever honored, since he has sat upon my 
knee and slept in my arms. Let the people of Eleusis erect for 
me a temple and altar on yonder hill above the fountain; I will 
myself prescribe to them the orgies which they must religiously 
perform in order to propitiate my favor.” 3 


1 Homer, Hymn. Cerer. 202-210. 

2 This story was also told with reference to the Egyptian goddess Isis in 
her wanderings. See Plutarch, De Isid. et Osirid. c. 16, p. 357. 

3 Homer, Hymn. Cerer. 274.— 

"Opyta 0 abr éyov brovjooua, o¢ dv erecta 
Ebayéac &pdovrec bud voov iAdoKnove. 

The same story is told in regard to the infant Achilles. His mother Thetis 
was taking similar measures to render him immortal, when his father Peleus 
interfered and yrevented the consummation. Thetis immediately left him 
in great wrath ( Apollon. Rhod. iv. 866). 
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The terrified Metaneira was incapable even of lifting up her 
child from the ground; her daughters entered at her cries, and 
began to embrace and tend their infant brother, but he sorrowed 
and could not be pacified for the loss of his divine nurse. AJ 
night they strove to appease the goddess.! 

Strictly executing the injunctions of Démétér, Keleos convoked 
the people of Eleusis and erected the temple on the spot which 
she had pointed out. It was speedily completed, and Démétér 
took up her abode in it,—apart from the remaining gods, still 
pining with grief for the loss of her daughter, and withholding 
her beneficent aid from mortals. And thus she remained a whole 
year, —a desperate and terrible year:2 in vain did the oxen 
draw the plough, and in vain was the barley-seed cast into the 
furrow, — Démétér suffered it not to emerge from the earth. 
The human race would have been starved, and the gods would 
have been deprived of their honors and sacrifice, had not Zeus 
found means to conciliate her. But this was a hard task; for 
Démétér resisted the entreaties of Iris and of all the other god- 
desses and gods whom Zeus successively sent to her. She would 
be satisfied with nothing less than the recovery of her daughter. 
At length Zeus sent Hermés to Hadés, to bring Persephoné 
away: Persephoné joyfully obeyed, but Hadés prevailed upon 
her before she departed to swallow a grain of pomegranate, which 
rendered it impossible for her to remain the whole year away 
from him.? 

With transport did Démétér receive back her lost daughter, 
and the faithful Hekaté sympathized in the delight felt by both 
at the reunion.4 It was now an easier undertaking to reconcile 
her with the gods. Her mother Rhea, sent down expressly by 
Zeus, descended from Olympus on the fertile Rharan plain, then 
smitten with barrenness like the rest of the earth: she succeeded 
in appeasing the indignation of Démétér, who consented again te 


1 Homer, Hymn. 290. — 
tov 0’ ob petAicoero Yupodc, 
Xeipotepar yap dn pv éxov rpddor HOF ruHvac. 
® Homer, H. Cer. 305.— 
Aivorarov & éviavrdv én? ySéva rovAvB6rerpav 
Tloine’ av¥8parotc, id xbvratov. 
® Hymn, v. 875. 4 Hymna, v. 443 
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put forth her relieving hand. The buried seed came up in abun 
dance, and the earth was covered with fruit and flowers. She 
would have wished to retain Persephoné constantly with her, but 
this was impossible; and she was obliged to consent that her 
daughter should go down for one-third of each year to the house 
of Hadés, departing from her every spring at the time when the 
seed is sown. She then revisited Olympus, again to dwell with 
the gods; but before her departure, she communicated to the 
daughters of Keleos, and to Keleos himself, together with Trip- 
tolemus, Dioklés and Eumolpus, the divine service and the so- 
lemnities which she required to be observed in her honor.! And 
thus began the venerable mysteries of Eleusis, at her special com- 
mand: the lesser mysteries, celebrated in February, in honor of 
Persephoné; the greater, in August, to the honor of Démétér 
herself. Both are jointly patronesses of the holy city and 
temple. 

Such is a brief sketch of the temple legend of Eleusis, set 
forth at length in the Homeric Hymn to Démétér. It is interest- 
ing not less as a picture of the Mater Dolorosa (in the mouth of 
an Athenian, Démétér and Persephoné were always the Mother 
and Daughter, by excellence), first an agonized sufferer, and then 
finally glorified,—the weal and woe of man being dependent 
upon her kindly feeling, — than as an illustration of the nature 
and g. 7th of Grecian legend generally. Though we now read 
this Hymn as pleasing poetry, to the Eleusinians, for whom it 
was composed, it was genuine and sacred history. They believ- 
ed in the visit of Démétér to Eleusis, and in the mysteries as a 
revelation from her, as implicitly as they believed in her existence 
and power as a goddess. The Eleusinian psalmist shares this be- 
lief in common with his countrymen, and embodies it in a contin- 
uous narrative, in which the great goddesses of the place, as_ well 
as the great heroic families, figure in inseparable conjunction 


? Hymn, v. 475.— 
‘H 68 kiovoa SeutorordAoig BacrAetou 
Acifev, TpinroAéuy re, AcoxAbi re Angina, 
Eipudarov te Bin, Keréy ¥ hy7jtops Aady 
Apyapocivny lepiv: Kai éréppadey bpyia matotp 
HpeoBurépy¢ KeAsoco, ete. 
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Keleos is the son of the Eponymous hero Eleusis, and his daugh- 
ters, with the old epic simplicity, carry their basins to the well 
for water. Eumolpus, Triptolemus, Dioklés, heroic ancestors of 
the privileged families who continued throughout the historical 
times of Athens to fulfil their special hereditary functions in the 
Eleusinian solemnities, are among the immediate recipients of in- 
spiration from the goddess ; but chiefly does she favor Metaneira 
and her infant son Démophodn, for the latter of whom her great- 
est boon is destined, and intercepted only by the weak faith of 
the mother. Moreover, every incident in the Hymn has a local 
coloring and a special reference. The well, overshadowed by 
an olive-tree near which Démétér had rested, the stream Kalli- 
chorus and the temple-hill, were familiar and interesting places in 
the eyes of every Eleusinian ; the peculiar posset prepared from 
barley-meal with mint was always tasted by the Mysts (or com- 
municants) after a prescribed fast, as an article in the ceremony, 
—while it was also the custom, at a particular spot in the pro- 
cessional march, to permit the free interchange of personal jokes 
and taunts upon individuals for the general amusement. And 
these two customs are connected in the Hymn with the incidents, 
that Démétér herself had chosen the posset as the first interrup- 
tion of her long and melancholy fast, and that her sorrowful 
thoughts had been partially diverted by the coarse playfulness of 
the servant-maid Iambé. In the enlarged representation of the 
Eleusinian ceremonies, which became established after the incor- 
poration of Eleusis with Athens, the part of Iambé herself 
was enacted by a woman, or man in woman’s attire, of suitable 
wit and imagination, who was posted on the bridge over the Ke- 
phissos, and addressed to the passers-by in the procession, ! espe- 
cially the great men of Athens, saucy jeers, probably not less 
piercing than those of Aristophanés on the stage. The torch- 
bearing Hekaté received a portion of the worship in the nocturnal 
ceremonies of the Eleusinia: this too is traced, in the Hymn, to 
her kind and affectionate sympathy with the great goddesses. 


‘ Aristophanés, Vesp. 1363. Hesych. v. Tepupic. Suidas, v. Tedupilav 
Compare about the details of the ceremony, Clemens Alexandr. Admon. ad 
Gent. p. 13. A similar license of unrestrained jocularity appears in the 
rites of Démétér in Sicily (Diodor. v. 4; see also Pausan. vii. 27, 4), and in 
the worship of Damia and Auxesia at Adgina (Herodot. v. 83). 
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Though all these incidents were sincerely believed by the 
Eleusinians asatrue history of the past, and as having been the real 
initiatory cause of their own solemnities, it is not the less certain 
that they are simply mythes or legends, and not to be treated as 
history, either actual or exaggerated. They do not take their 
start from realities of the past, but from realities of the present, 
combined with retrospective feeling and fancy, which fills up the 
blank of the aforetime in a manner at once plausible and im- 
pressive. What proportion of fact there may be in the legend, 
or whether there be ary at all, it is impossible to ascertain and 
useless to inquire ; for the story did not acquire belief from its 
approximation to real fact, but from its perfect harmony with 
Eleusinian faith and feeling, and from the absence of any standard 
of historical credibility. The little town of Eleusis derived all 
its importance from the solemnity of the Démétria, and the 
Hymn which we have been considering (probably at least as old 
as 600 B. Cc.) represents the town as it stood before its absorption 
into the larger unity of Athens, which seems to have produced 
an alteration of its legends and an increase of dignity in its great 
festival. In the faith of an Eleusinian, the religious as well as 
the patriotic antiquities of his native town were connected with 
this capital solemnity. The divine legend of the sufferings of 
Démétér and her visit to Eleusis was to him that which the heroic 
Jegend of Adrastus and the Siege of Thébes was to a Sikyonian, or 
that of Erechtheus and Athéné to an Athenian grouping together 
in the same scene and story the goddess and the heroic fathers 
of the town. If our information were fuller, we should probably 
find abundance of other legends respecting the Démétria: the 
Gephyrezi of Athens, to whom belonged the celebrated Harmodi- 
os and Aristogeitén, and who possessed special Orgies of De- 
métér the Sorrowful, to which no man foreign to their Gens was 
ever admitted,! would doubtless have told stories not only different 
but contradictory; and even in other Eleusinian mythes we dis- 
cover Eumolpus as king of Eleusis, son of Poseidon, and a 
Thracian, completely different from the character which he bears 
in the Hymn before us.2 Neither discrepancies nor want of 


1 Herodot, v, 61. 
2 Pausan. i. 38,3; Apollodor, iii, 15,4, Heyne in his Note admits seve 
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evidence, in reference to alleged antiquities, shocked the faith of 
a non-historical public. What they wanted was a picture of the 
past, impressive to their feelings and plausible to their imagine 
tion; and it is important to the reader to remember, while he 
reads either the divine legends which we are now illustrating or 
the heroic legends to which we shall soon approach, that he is 
dealing with a past which never was present,—a region essene 
tially mythical, neither approachable by the critic nor mensurable 
by the chronologer. 

The tale respecting the visit of Démétér, which was told by the 
ancient Gens, called the Phytalids,’ in reference to another tem- 
ple of Démétér between Athens and Eleusis, and also by the 
Megarians in reference to a Démétrion near their city, acquired 
under the auspices of Athens still further extension. The god- 
dess was reported to have first communicated to Triptolemus at 
Eleusis the art of sowing corn, which by his intervention was 
disseminated all over the earth. And thus the Athenians took 
credit to themselves for having been the medium of communica- 
tion from the gods to man of all the inestimable blessings of 
agriculture, which they affirmed to have been first exhibited on 
the fertile Rharian plain near Eleusis. Such pretensions are not 
to be found in the old Homeric hymn. The festival of the Thes- 
mophoria, celebrated in honor of Démétér Thesmophoros at 
Athens, was altogether different from the Eleusinia, in this mate- 
rial respect, as well as others, that all males were excluded, and 
women only were allowed to partake in it: the surname Thesmo- 
phorus gave occasion to new legends in which the goddess was 
glorified as the first authoress of laws and legal sanctions to 
mankind.2? This festival, for women apart and alone, was also 


ral persons named Eumolpus. Compare Isokratés, Panegyr. p. 55. Philo- 
chorus the Attic antiquary could not have received the legend of the 
Eleusinian Hymn, from the different account which he gave respecting the 
rape of Persephoné (Philoch. Fragm. 46, ed. Didot), and also respecting 
Keleos (Fr. 28, ibid.). 

! Phytalus, the Eponym or godfather of this gens, had received Démétér 
as @ guest in his house, when she first presented mankind with the fruit of the 
fig-tree. (Pausan. i. 37, 2.) 

* Kallimach. Hymn. Cerer. 19. Sophoklés, Triptolemos, Frag. 1. Cice 
to, Legg. ii. 14, and the note of Servius ad Virgil. Ain. iv. 58. 
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celebrated at Paros, at Ephesus, and in many other parts of 
Greece.! 

Altogether, Démeétér and Dionysos, as the Grecian counter 
parts of the Egyptian Isis and Osiris, seem to have been the 
great recipients of the new sacred rites borrowed from Egypt, 
before the worship of Isis in her own name was introduced into 
Greece: their solemnities became more frequently recluse and 
mysterious than those of the other deities. The importance of 
Démétér to the collective nationality of Greece may be gathered 
from the fact that her temple was erected at Thermopylae, the 
spot where the Amphiktyonic assemblies were held, close by the 
temple of the Eponymous hero Amphikty6n himself, and under 
the surname of the Amphiktyonic Démétér.? 

We now pass to another and not less important celestial per- 
sonage — Apollo. 

The legends of Délos and Delphi, embodied in the Homeric 
Hymn to Apollo, indicate, if not a greater dignity, at least a more 
widely diffused worship of that god than even of Démétér. The 
Hymn is, in point of fact, an aggregate of two separate com- 
positions, one emanating from an Ionic bard at Délos, the other 
from Delphi. The first details the birth, the second the mature 
divine efficiency, of Apollo; but both alike present the unaffected 
charm as well as the characteristic peculiarities of Greeian 
mythical narrative. The hymnographer sings, and his hearers 
accept in perfect good faith, a history of the past; but it is a past, 
imagined partly as an introductory explanation to the present, 
partly as a means of glorifying the god. The island of Délos 
was the accredited birth-place of Apollo, and is also the place in 
which he chiefly delights, where the great and brilliant Ionic fes- 
tival is periodically convened in his honor. Yet it is a rock 
narrow, barren, and uninviting: how came so glorious a privilege 
to be awarded to it? This the poet takes upon himself to 
explain. Léto, pregnant with Apollo, and persecuted by the 
jealous Héré, could find no spot wherein to give birth to her 
offspring. In vain did she address herself to numerous places in 
Greece, the Asiatic coast and the intermediate islands; all were 


1 Herodot. vi. 16,134. éoxog Oecuopépov Aquntpog—-Ta é¢ Epceva yOvos 


ippnra lepa. 
2 Herodot, vii. 200. 
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terrified at the wrath of Héré, and refused to harbor her. As a 
last resort, she approached the rejected and repulsive island of 
Délos, and promised that, if shelter were granted to her in her 
forlorn condition, the island should become the chosen resort of 
Apollo as well as the site of his temple with its rich accompanying 
solemnities.! Délos joyfully consented, but not without many 
apprehensions that the potent Apollo would despise her unwor- 
thiness, and not without exacting a formal oath from Lét6,— who 
was then admitted to the desired protection, and duly accomplish- 
ed her long and painful labor. Though Didné, Rhea, Themis 
and Amphitrité came to soothe and succor her, yet Héré kept 
away the goddess presiding over childbirth, Eileithyia, and thus 
cruelly prolonged her pangs. At length Eileithyia came, and 
Apollo was born. Hardly had Apollo tasted, from the hands of 
Themis, the immortal food, nectar and ambrosia, when he burst 
at once his infant bands, and displayed himself in full divine form 
and strength, claiming his characteristic attributes of the bow and 
the harp, and his privileged function of announcing beforehand 
to mankind the designs of Zeus. The promise made by Lété 
to Délos was faithfully performed: amidst the numberless other 
temples and groves which men provided for him, he ever prefer- 
red that island as his permanent residence, and there the Ionians 
with their wives and children, and all their “bravery,” congrega- 
ted periodically from their different cities to glorify him. Dance 
and song and athletic contests adorned the solemnity, and the 
countless ships, wealth, and grace of the multitudinous Ionians 
had the air of an assembly of gods. The Delian maidens, ser- 
vants of Apollo, sang hymns to the glory of the god, as well as 
of Artemis and Léto, intermingled with adventures of foregone 
men and women, to the delight of the listening crowd. The blind 
itinerant bard of Chios (composer of this the Homeric hymn, and 
confounded in antiquity with the author of the Iliad) had found 
honor and acceptance at this festival, and commends himself, ina 


‘ According to another legend, Lét6 was said to have been conveyed from 
the Hyperboreans to Délos in twelve days, in the form of a she-wolf, to escape 
the jealous eye of Héré. In connection with this legend, it was affirmed 
that the she-wolves always brought forth their young only during these 
twelve days in the year (Aristot. Hist. Animal. vii. 35). 
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touching farewell strain, to the remembrance and sympathy of 
the Delian maidens.! 

But Délos was not an oracular spot: Apollo did not manifest 
himself there as revealer of the futurities of Zeus. A place 
must be found where this beneficent function, without which man- 
kind would perish under the innumerable doubts and perplexities 
of life, may be exercised and rendered available. Apollo himself 
descends from Olympus to make choice of a suitable site: the 
hymnographer knows a thousand other adventures of the god 
which he might sing, but he prefers this memorable incident, the 
charter and patent of consecration for the Delphian temple. 
Many different places did Apollo inspect ; he surveyed the coun- 
try of the Magnétes and the Perrhebians, came to Ié6lkos, and 
passed over from thence to Eubcea and the plain of Lelanton. 
But even this fertile spot did not please him: he crossed the 
Euripus to Beeotia, passed by Teuméssus and Mykaléssus, and 
the then inaccessible and unoccupied forest on which the city of 
Thébes afterwards stood. He next proceeded to Onchéstos, but 
the grove of Poseidén was already established there; next across 
the Képhissus to Okalea, Haliartus, and the agreeable plain and 
much-frequented fountain of Delphasa, or Tilphusa. Pleased 
with the place, Apollo prepared to establish his oracle there, but 
Tilphusa was proud of the beauty of her own site, and did not 
choose that her glory should be eclipsed by that of the god.2 
She alarmed him with the apprehension that the chariots which 
contended in her plain, and the horses and mules which watered 
at her fountain would disturb the solemnity of his oracle ; and 
she thus induced him to proceed onward to the southern side of 
Parnassus, overhanging the harbor of Krissa. Here he establish- 
ed his oracle, in the mountainous site not frequented by chariots 
and horses, and near to a fountain, which however was guarded 
by a vast and terrific serpent, once the nurse of the monster 
Typhaon. This serpent Apollo slew with an arrow, and suffered 
its body to rot in the sun: hence the name of the place, Pythé,. 
and the surname of the Pythian Apollo. The plan of his temple 
being marked out, it was built by Trophénios and Agamédés, 


—— 


1 Hom. Hymn. Apoll. i. 179. ? Hom. Hymn. Apoll. 262. 
3 Hom. Hymn. 363 — riveoVar, to rot. 
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aided by a crowd of forward auxiliaries from the neighborhood. 
He now discovered with indignation, however, that Tilphusa had 
cheated him, and went back with swift step to resent it. “Thou 
shalt not thus,” he said, “succeed in thy fraud and retain thy 
beautiful water; the glory of the place shall be mine, and not 
thine alone.” Thus saying, he tumbled down a crag upon the 
fountain, and obstructed her limped current: establishing an altar 
for himself in a grove hard by near another spring, where men 
still worship him as Apollo Tilphusios, because of his severe 
vengeance upon the once beautiful Tilphusa.! 

Apollo next stood in need of chosen ministers to take care of 
his temple and sacrifice, and to pronounce his responses at Pytho. 
Descrying a ship, “containing many and good men,” bound on 
traffic from the Minoian Knossus in Kréte, to Pylus in Pelopon- 
nésus, he resolved to make use of the ship and her crew for his 
purpose. Assuming the shape of a vast dolphin, he splashed 
about and shook the vessel so as to strike the mariners with ter- 
ror, while he sent a strong wind, which impelled her along the 
coast of Peloponnésus into the Corinthian Gulf, and finally to the 
harbor of Krissa, where she ran aground. The affrighted crew 
did not dare to disembark: but Apollo was seen standing on the 
shore in the guise of a vigorous youth, and inquired who they 
were, and what was their business. The leader of the Krétans 
recounted in reply their miraculous and compulsory voyage, when 
Apollo revealed himself as the author and contriver of it, announe- 
ing to them the honorable function and the dignified post to which 
he destined them.? They followed him by his orders to the rocky 
Pytho on Parnassus, singing the solemn Io-Paian such as it is sung 
in Kréte, while the god himself marched at their head, with his 
fine form and lofty step, playing on the harp. He showed them 
the temple and site of the oracle, and directed them to worship 
him as Apollo Delphinios, because they had first seen him in the 
shape of a dolphin. “ But how,” they inquired, “are we to live in 
a spot where there is neither corn, nor vine, nor pasturage?” 
“ Ye silly mortals,” answered the god, “ who look only for toil and 
privation, know that an easier lot is yours. Ye shall live by the 
cattle whom crowds of pious visitors will bring to the temple: ye 


‘ Hom. Hymn, Apoll, 381. ? Hom. Hymn. Apoll 475 sqq 
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shall need only the knife to be constantly ready for sacrifice. 
Your duty will be to guard my temple, and to officiate as minis- 
ters at my feasts: bw? if , be guilty of wrong or insolence, either 
by word or deed, ~» cha-- become the slaves of other men, and 
shall remain so forever. ‘Take heed of the word and the warn- 
ing.” 

Such are the legends of Délos and Delphi, according to the 
Homeric Hymn to Apollo. The specific functions of the god, 
and the chief localities of his worship, together with the surnames 
attached to them, are thus historically explained, being connected 
with his past acts and adventures. ‘Though these are to us only 
interesting poetry, yet to those who heard them sung they possess- 
ed all the requisites of history, and were fully believed as such, 
not because they were partially founded in reality, but because 
they ran in complete harmony with the feelings; and, so long as 
that condition was fulfilled, it was not the fashion of the time to 
canvass truth or falsehood. ‘The narrative is purely personal, 
without any discernible symbolized doctrine or allegory, to serve 
as a supposed ulterior purpose: the particular deeds ascribed to 
Apollo grow out of the general preconceptions as to his attributes, 
combined with the present realities of his worship. It is neither 
history nor allegory, but simple mythe or legend. 

The worship of Apollo is among the most ancient, capital, and 
strongly marked facts of the Grecian world, and widely diffused 
over every branch of the race. It is older than the Iliad or 
Odyssey, in the latter of which both Pytho and Délos are noted, 
though Délos is not named in the former. But the ancient Apollo 
is different in more respects than one from the Apollo of later 
times. He is in an especial manner the god of the Trojans, un- 
friendly to the Greeks, and especially to Achilles; he has, more- 
over, only two primary attributes, his bow and his prophetic 
powers, without any distinct connection either with the harp, or 
with medicine, or with the sun, all which in later times he came 
to comprehend. He is not only, as Apollo Karneius, the chief 


} Homer. Hymn. Apoll. 535.— 
Ac&irépy wan’ Exaotoce Eywv ev yerpt udyaipav 
Toalerv alel whAa: ra ' adVova ravta rapeorat, 
"Ooaa époty’ dyaywot mipixAvta gid’ avrdpdrwr. 
VOL. I 38 foc. 
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god of the Doric race, but also (under the surname of Patréus) 
the great protecting divinity of the gentile tie among the Ionians:! 
he is moreover the guide and stimulus to Grecian colonization, 
scarcely any colony being ever sent out without encouragement 
and direction from the oracle at Delphi: Apollo Archégetés is 
one of his great surnames.2 His temple lends sanctity to the 
meetings of the Amphiktyonic assembly, and he is always in 
filial subordination and harmony with his father Zeus: Delphi 
and Olympia are never found in conflict. In the Iliad, the warm 
and earnest patrons of the Greeks are Héré, Athéné, and Posei 

don: here too Zeus and Apollo are seen in harmony, for Zeus is 
decidedly well-inclined to the Trojans, and reluctantly sacrifices 
them to the importunity of the two great goddesses.3 The wor- 
ship of the Sminthian Apollo, in various parts of the Troad and 
the neighboring territory, dates before the earliest periods of 
folic colonization:+ hence the zealous patronage of Troy as- 
cribed to him in the Iliad. Altogether, however, the distribution 
and partialities of the gods in that poem are different from what 
they become in later times, —a difference which our means of 
information do not enable us satisfactorily to explain. Besides 
the Delphian temple, Apollo had numerous temples throughout 
Greece, and oracles at Abz in Phékis, on the Mount Ptéon, and 
at Tegyra in Beeotia, where he was said to have been born, at 
Branchide near Milétus, at Klarus in Asia Minor, and at Patara 
in Lykia. He was not the only oracular god: Zeus at Dodona 
and at Olympia gave responses also: the gods or heroes Tropho- 
nius, Amphiaraus, Amphilochus, Mopsus, etc., each at his own 


' Harpocration y. ’AréAAwv rarpéoc and ‘Epketoc Zetc¢. Apollo Delphi- 
nios also belongs to the Ionic Greeks generally. Strabo, iv. 179. 

* Thucydid. vi. 3; Kallimach. Hymn. Apoll. 56.— 

oiBoc yap det rorieoor piAndet 
Kricopuévare, avtog dé Veueidia SoiBoc vpaive 

3 Tliad, iv. 30-46. 

4 Iliad, i. 88, 451; Stephan. Byz. “IAvov, Tévedoc. See also Klausen. Aineag 
and die Penaten, b.i.p. 69. The worship of Apollo Sminthios and the fes- 
tival of the Sminthia at Alexandria Troas lasted down to the time cf Menan 
der the rhetor, at the close of the third century after Christ. 

® Plutarch. Defect. Oracul. . 5, p.412; ¢. 8, p. 414; Steph. Byz. v. Teyépa 


The temple of the Ptéan Apollo had acquired eelebrity before the days of 
the poet Asius. Pausan. ix. 23, 3. 
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sanctuary and in his own prescribed manner, rendered the same 
service. 

The two legends of Delphi and Délos, above noticed, form of 
course a very insignificant fraction of the narratives which once 
existed respecting the great and venerated Apollo. ‘They serve 
only as specimens, and as very early specimens,! to illustrate 
what these divine mythes were, and what was the turn of Gre- 
cian faith and imagination. The constantly recurring festivals 
of the gods caused an incessant demand for new mythes respect- 
ing them, or at least for varieties and reproductions of the old 
mythes. Even during the third century of the Christian era, in 
the time of the rhétor Menander, when the old forms of Pagan- 
ism were waning and when the stock of mythes in existence was 
extremely abundant, we see this demand in great force; but it 
was incomparably more operative in those earlier times when 
the creative vein of the Grecian mind yet retained its pristine 
and unfaded richness. Each god had many different surnames, 
temples, groves, and solemnities; with each of which was con- 
nected more or less of mythical narrative, originally hatched in 
the prolific and spontaneous fancy of a believing neighborhood, 
to be afterwards expanded, adorned and diffused by the song of 
the poet. The earliest subject of competition? at the great Pyth- 
ian festival was the singing of a hymn in honor of Apollo: other 
agones were subsequently added, but the ode or hymn constitu- 


1 The legend which Ephorus followed about the establishment of the Del- 
phian temple was something radically different from the Homeric Hymn 
(Ephori Fragm. 70, ed. Didot): his narrative went far to politicize and ration- 
alize the story. The progeny of Apollo was very numerous, and of the 
most diverse attributes ; he was father of the Korybantes (Pherekydes, Fragm 
6, ed. Didot), as well as of Asklépios and Aristzeus (Schol. Apollon. Rhod. ii. 
500; Apollod6r. iii. 10, 3). 

? Strabo, ix. p. 421. Menander the Rhetor (Ap. Walz. Coll. Rhett. t. ix. 
p- 136) gives an elaborate classification of hymns to the gods, distinguishing 
them into nine classes, — KAytixol, amoreurtixol, ductkol, wudikol, yeved- 
hoytkol, TETAATUEVOL, EVKTLKOL, GTEVKTLKO?, LKTOL : — the second class had ref- 
erence to the temporary absences or departure of a god to some distant place, 
which were often admitted in the ancient religion. Sappho and Alkman 
in their k/etic hymns invoked the gods from many different places, —77v pér 
yap "Apréucy éx pupiov pév dpewr, uvpior db moAewr, ere O& TOTaMwY, dvaka- 
4et, —also Aphrodité and Apollo, etc. All these songs were full of adven- 
tures and details respecting the gods,—in other words of legendary matter 
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ted the fundamental attribute of the solemnity: the Pythia at 
Sikyon and elsewhere were probably framed on a similar footing. 
So too at the ancient and celebrated Charitésia, or festival of the 
Charites, at Orchomenos, the rivalry of the poets in their various 
modes of composition both began and continued as the predomi- 
nant feature :! and the inestimable treasures yet remaining to us 
of Attic tragedy and comedy, are gleanings from the once numer- 
ous dramas exhibited at the solemnity of the Dionysia. The 
Ephesians gave considerable rewards for the best hymns in honer 
of Artemis, to be sung at her temple.2 And the early lyric 
poets of Greece, though their works have not descended to us, 
devoted their genius largely to similar productions, as may be 
seen by the titles and fragments yet remaining. 

Both the Christian and the Mahomedan religions have begun 
during the historical age, have been propagated from one common 
centre, ard have been erected upon the ruins of a different pre- 
existing faith. With none of these particulars did Grecian Pa- 
ganism correspond. It took rise in an age of imagination and 
feeling simply, without the restraints, as well as without the 
aid, of writing or records, of history or philosophy: it was, as a 
general rule, the spontaneous product of many separate tribes 
and localities, imitation and propagation operating as subordinate 
causes ; it was moreover a primordial faith, as far as our means 
of information enable us to discover. These considerations ex- 
plain to us two facts in the history of the early Pagan mind: first, 
the divine mythes, the matter of their religion, constituted also 
the matter of their earliest history; next, these mythes harmon- 
ized with each other only in their general types, but differed in- 
curably in respect of particular incidents. The poet who sung a 
new adventure of Apollo, the trace of which he might have heard 
in some remote locality, would take care that it should be agree- 
able to the general conceptions which his hearers entertained re- 
specting the god. He would not ascribe the cestus or amorous 
influences to Athéné, ror armed interference and the egis to 
Aphrodité ; but, provided he maintained this general keeping, 
he might indulge his fancy without restraint in the particular 


' Pindar, Olymp. xiv.; Boeckh, Staatshaushaltung der Athener, Appem 
dix, § xx. p. 357. 
® Alexander /®tolus, apud Macrobium, Saturn. vy. 22. 
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events of the story! The feelings and faith of hts hearers went 
along with him, and there were no critical scruples to hold them 
back: to scrutinize the alleged proceedings of the gods was re- 
pulsive, and to dishelieve them impious. And thus these divine 
mythes, though they had their root simply in religious feelings, 
and though they presented great discrepancies of fact, served 
nevertheless as primitive matter of history to an early Greek: 
they were the only narratives, at once publicly accredited and 
interesting, which he possessed. To them were aggregated the 
heroic mythes (to which we shall proceed presently), — indeed 
the two are inseparably blended, gods, heroes and men almost 
always appearing in the same picture, — analogous both in their 
structure and their genesis, and differing chiefly in the circum- 
stance that they sprang from the type of a hero instead of from 
that of a god. 

We are not to be astonished if we find Aphrodité, in the Iliad, 
born from Zeus and Dioné,—and in the Theogony of Hesiod, 
generated from the foam on the sea after the mutilation of Ura- 
nos; nor if in the Odyssey she appears as the wife of Héphestos, 
while in the Theogony the latter is married to Aglaia, and Aphro- 
dité is described as mother of three children by Arés.2 The 
Homeric hymn to Aphrodité details the legend of Aphrodité and 
Anchisés, which is presupposed in the Iliad as the parentage of 
/Eneas: but the author of the hymn, probably sung at one of 
the festivals of Aphrodité in Cyprus, represents the goddess as 
ashamed of her passion for a mortal, and as enjoining Anchi- 
sés under severe menaces not to reveal who the mother of 
/Eneas was;2 while in the Iliad she has no scruple in publicly 


1 The birth of Apollo and Artemis from Zeus and Lét6 is among the oldest 
and most generally admitted facts in the Grecian divine legends. Yet Auschy- 
lus did not scruple to describe Artemis publicly as daughter or Démétér 
(Herodot. ii. 156; Pausan. viii. 37,3). Herodotus thinks that he copied this 
innovation from the Egyptians, who affirmed that Apollo and Artemis were 
the sons of Dionysos and Isis. 

The number and discrepancies of the mythes respecting each god are at 
tested by the fruitless attempts of learned Greeks to escape the necessity of 
rejecting any of them by multiplying homonymous personages, — three per 
sons named Zeus; five named Athéné; six named Apollo, ete. (Cicero, da 
Natur. Deor. iii. 21: Clemen. Alexand. Admon. ad Gent. p. 17). 

2 Hesiod, Theogon. 188, 934, 945; Homer, Iliad, v. 371; Odyss. viii. 268 

3 Homer, Hymn. Vener. 248, 286; Homer, Iliad, v. 320, 386. 
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owning him, and he passes everywhere as her acknowledged som 
Aphrodité is described in the hymn as herself cold and unimpress 
ible, but ever active and irresistible in inspiring amorous feelings 
to gods, to men, and to animals. Three goddesses are recorde 
ed as memorable exceptions to her universal empire, — Athéné, 
Artemis, and Hestia or Vesta. Aphrodité was one of the most 
important of all the goddesses in the mythical world; for the 
number of interesting, pathetic and tragical adventures deducible 
from misplaced or unhappy passion was of course very great; 
and in most of these cases the intervention of Aphrodité was 
usually prefixed, with some legend to explain why she manifested 
herself. Her range of action grows wider in the later epic and 
lyric and tragic poets than in Homer.! 

Athéné, the man-goddess,? born from the head of Zeus, with- 
out a mother and without feminine sympathies, is the antithesis 
partly of Aphrodité, partly of the effeminate or womanized god 
D>~ysos — the latter is an importation from Asia, but Athéné is 
a Greek conception — the type of composed, majestic and unre- 
lenting force. It appears however as if this goddess had been 
conceived in a different manner in different parts of Greece. For 
we find ascribed to her, in some of the legends, attributes of in- 
dustry and home-keeping ; she is represented as the companion 


' A large proportion of the Hesiodic epic related to the exploits and adven- 
tures of the heroic women, — the Catalogue of Women and the Hoiai em 
bodied a string of such narratives. Hesiod and Stesichorus explained the 
conduct of Helen and Kiytzemnestra by the anger of Aphrodité, caused by 
the neglect of their father Tyndareus to sacrifice to her (Hesiod, Fragm. 59, 
ed. Duntzer; Stesichor. Fragm. 9, ed. Schneidewin) : the irresistible ascen- 
dency of Aphrodité is set forth in the Hippolytus of Euripidés not less for- 
cibly than that of Dionysos in the Bacche. The character of Daphnis the 
herdsman_ well-known from the first Idyll of Theocritus, and illustrating the 
destroying force of Aphrodité, appears to have been first introduced inte 
Greck poetry by Stesichorus (see Klausen, Aineas, und die Penaten, vol. i. 
pp. 526-529). Compare a striking piece among the Fragmenta Incerta of 
Sophoklés (Fr. 63, Brunck) and Euripid. Troad. 946, 995, 1048. Even in 
the Opp. et Di. of Hesiod, Aphrodité is conceived rather as a disturbing and 
injurious influence (v. 65). 

Adonis owes his renown to the Alexandrine poets and their contemporary 
eovereign3 (see Bion’s Idyll and the Adoniazus# of Theocritus). The favor. 
ites of Aphrodité, even as counted up by the diligence of Clemens Alexan: 
drinus, are however very few in number. (Admonitio ad Gent. p. 12, Sylb.) 

2 Avdpotég dOpov........ "Avave Simmias Rhodius; IléAecvc, ap. He 
nhestion. c. 9. p. 54, Gaisford. 
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of Héphestos, patronizing handicraft, and expert at the loom and 
the spindle: the Athenian potters worshipped her along with 
Prométheus. Such traits of character do not square with the 
formidable zgis and the massive and crushing spear which Homer 
and most of the mythes assign to her. There probably were at first 
at least two different types of Athéné, and their coalescence has 
partially obliterated the less marked of the two.! Athéné is the 
constant and watchful protectress of Héraklés: she is also locally 
identified with the soil and people of Athens, even in the Iliad: 
Erechtheus, the Athenian, is born of the earth, but Athéné brings 
him up, nourishes him, and lodges him in her own temple, where 
the Athenians annually worship him with sacrifice and solemni- 
ties.2 It was altogether impossible to make Erechtheus son of 
Athéné, — the type of the goddess forbade it; but the Athenian 
mythe-creators, though they found this barrier impassable, strove 
to approach to it as near as they could, and the description which 
they give of the birth of Erichthonios, at once un-Homeric and 
unseemly, presents something like the phantom of maternity.3 
The huntress Artemis, in Arcadia and in Greece proper gen- 
erally, exhibits a well-defined type with which the legends 
respecting her are tolerably consistent. But the Ephesian as 
well as the Tauric Artemis partakes more of the Asiatic charac- 
ter, and has borrowed the attributes of the Lydian Great Mother 
as well as of an indigenous Tauric Virgin :4 this Ephesian Arte- 


} Apollodér. ap. Schol. ad Sophokl. Gidip. vol. 57; Pausan. i. 24,3; ix. 26, 
8; Diodor. v. 73; Plato, Lege. xi. p. 920. In the Opp. et Di. of Hesiod, 
the carpenter is the servant of Athéné (429): see also Phereklos the ré«tTwv 
im the Iliad, v. 61: compare viii. 885; Odyss. viii. 493; and the Homeric 
Hymn, to Aphrodité, v.12. The learned article of O. Miiller (in the Ency- 
clopedia of Ersch and Gruber, since republished among his Kleine Deutsche 
Schriften, p 134 seq.), Pallas Athéné, brings together all that can be knowz 
about this goddess. 

? Tliad, ii. 546 ; viii. 362. 

% Apollodor. iii. 4,6. Compare the vague language of Plato, Kritias, c. 
iv., and Ovid, Metamorph. ii. 757. 

4 Herodot. iv. 103; Strabo, xii. p. 534; xiii. p. 650. About the Ephesian 
Artemis, see Guhl, Nphesiaca (Berlin, 1848), p. 79 sqg.; Aristoph. Nub. 596; 
Autokrates in Tympanistis apud Atlian, Hist. Animal. xii.9; and Spanheim 
ad Kallimach. Hymn. Dian. 36. The dances in honor of Artemis some- 
times appear to have approached to the frenzied style of Bacchanal move- 
ment. See the words of Timotheus ap. Plutarch. de Audiend. Poet. p. 22 
e 4, and wep? Aecocd, ¢. 10, p. 170, also Aristoph. Lysist. 1314. They seem 
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mis passed to the colonies of Phokea and Milétus.! he 
Homeric Artemis shares with her brother Apollo in the dexterous 
use of the far-striking bow, and sudden death is described by the 
poet as inflicted by her gentle arrow. ‘The jealousy of the gods 
at the withholding of honors and sacrifices, or at the presumption 
of mortals in contending with them, —a point of character so 
frequently recurring in the types of the Grecian gods, — mani- 
fests itself in the legends of Artemis: the memorable Kalydoni- 
an boar is sent by her as a visitation upon Céneus, because he 
had omitted to sacrifice to her, while he did honor to other gods.? 
The Arcadian heroine Atalanta is however a reproduction of 
Artemis, with little or no difference, and the goddess is sometimes 
zonfounded even with her attendant nymphs. 

The mighty Poseidon, the earth-shaker and the ruler of the 
sea, is second only to Zeus in power, but has no share in those 
imperial and superintending capacities which the Father of gods 
and men exhibits. He numbers a numerous heroic progeny, 
usually men of great corporeal strength, and many of them 
belonging to the Holic race: the great Neleid family of Pylus 
trace their origin up to him; and he is also the father of Poly- 
phémus the Cyclops, whose well-earned suffering he cruelly 
revenges upon Odysseus. The island of Kalaureia is his Délos,! 
and there was held in it an old local Amphiktyony, for the pur- 
pose of rendering to him joint honor and sacrifice: the isthmus 
of Corinth, Heliké in Achaia, and Onchéstos in Beotia, are also 
residences which he much affects, and where he is solemnly wor- 
shipped. But the abode which he originally and specially se- 
lected for himself was the Acropolis of Athens, where by a blow 
of his trident he produced a well of water in the rock: Athéné 
came afterwards and claimed the spot for herself, planting in 
token of possession the olive-tree which stood in the sacred grove 
of Pandrosos: and the decision either of the autochthonous 


to have been often celebrated in the solitudes of the mountains, which were 
the favorite resort of Artemis (Kallimach. Hymn. Dian. 19), and these 
specGaovat were always causes predisposing to fanatical excitement. 

Strabo, iv. p. 179. * Tliad, ix. 529, 

° Strabo, viii. p. 374. According to the old poem called Eumolpia, as- 
eribed to Muszeus, the oracle of Delphi originally belonged to Poseidén and 
Gea, jointly: from Gea it passed to Themis, and from her to Apollo, te 
whom Poseidon also made over his share as a compensation for the sur. 
render of Kalaurcia to him. (Pausan. x. 5, 3). 
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Cecrops, or of Erechtheus, awarded to her the preference, much 
to the displeasure of Poseidon. Either on this account, or on 
account of the death of his son EKumolpus, slain in assisting the 
Eleusinians against Erechtheus, the Attic mythes ascribed to 
Poseidén great enmity against the Erechtheid family, which he 
is asserted to have ultimately overthrown: Theseus, whose glo- 
rious reign and deeds succeeded to that family, is said to have 
been really his son.!_ In several other places, — in gina, Argos 
and Naxos, — Poseidén had disputed the privileges of patron- 
god with Zeus, Héré and Dionysos: he was worsted in all, but 
bore his defeat patiently.2 Poseidén endured a long slavery, in 
common with Apollo, gods as they were, under Laomed6n, king 
of Troy, at the command and condemnation of Zeus: the two 
gods rebuilt the walls of the city, which had been destroyed by 
Héraklés. When their time was expired, the insolent Laome- 
dén withheld from them the stipulated reward, and even accom- 
panied its refusal with appalling threats; and the subsequent 
animosity of the god against Troy was greatly determined by the 
sentiment of this injustice.t Such periods of servitude, inflicted 
upon individual gods, are among the most remarkable of all the 
incidents in the divine legends. We find Apollo on another occa- 
sion condemned to serve Admétus, king of Phere, as a punish- 
ment for having killed the Cyclopes, and Héraklés also is sold as 
aslave to Omphalé. Even the fierce Arés, overpowered and 
imprisoned for a long time by the two Aloids,® is ultimately lib- 
erated only by extraneous aid. Such narratives attest the 
discursive range of Grecian fancy in reference to the gods, as 
well as the perfect commingling of things and persons, divine 
and human, in their conceptions of the past. The god whe 
serves is for the time degraded: but the supreme god who com. 
mands the servitude is in the like proportion exalted, whilst the idea 
of some sort of order and government among these superhuman 
beings was never lost sight of. Nevertheless the mythes respect- 
ing the servitude of the gods became obnoxious afterwards, along 
with many others, to severe criticism on the part. of philosophers, 


' Apollod6r. iii. 14, 1; iii. 15, 3, 5. 2 Plutarch, Sympos. viii. 6, p. 741 

5 Tliad, ii. 716, 766; Euripid. Alkestis, 2. See Panyasis, Fragm. 12, p. 24 
ed. Diintzer. 

4 liad, vii. 452 = xxi. 459. 5 Tliad, v. 386, 
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The proud, jealous, and bitter Héré,—the goddess of the 
once-wealthy Mykéne, the fax et focus of the Trojan war, and 
the ever-present protectress of Jasén in the Argonautic expedi- 
tion, ! — occupies an indispensable station in the mythical world. 
As the daughter of Kronos and wife of Zeus, she fills a throne 
from whence he cannot dislodge her, and which gives her a right 
perpetually to grumble and to thwart him.? Her unmeasured 
jealousy of the female favorites of Zeus, and her antipathy 
against his sons, especially against Héraklés, has been the sug- 
gesting cause of innumerable mythes: the general type of her 
character stands here clearly marked, as furnishing both stimulus 
and guide to the mythopeeic fancy. ‘The “Sacred Wedding,” or 
marriage of Zeus and Héré, was familiar to epithalamic poets 
long before it became a theme for the spiritualizing ingenuity of 
critics. 

Héphestos is the son of Héré without a father, and stands to 
her in the same relation as Athéné to Zeus: her pride and want 
of sympathy are manifested by her casting him out at once in 
consequence of his deformity.» He is the god of fire, andespe- 
cially of fire in its practical applications to handicraft, and is in- 
dispensable as the right-hand and instrument of the gods. His 
skill and his deformity appear alternately as the source of myth- 
ical stories: wherever exquisite and effective fabrication is 
intended to be designated, Héphzstos is announced as the maker, 
although in this function the type of his character is reproduced 
in Deedalos. In the Attic legends he appears intimately united 
both with Prométheus and with Athéné, in conjunction with 
whom he was worshipped at Kolonus near Athens. Lemnos was 
the favorite residence of Héphestos; and if we possessed more 
knowledge of this island and its town Héphestias, we should 
doubtless find abundant legends detailing his adventures and 
interventions. 

The chaste, still, and home-keeping Hestia, goddess of the 
family hearth, is far less fruitful in mythical narratives, ir spite 
of her very superior dignity, than the knavish, smooth-tor gued, 
keen, and acquisitive Hermés. His function of messenger of the 


1 Tliad, iv. 51; Odyss. xii. 72. 
2 liad, i. 444; iv. 29-38: viii. 408. 3 Tliad, xviii. 306. 
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gods brings him perpetually on the stage, and affords ample scope 
for portraying the features of his character. The Homeric hymn 
to Hermés describes the scene and circumstances of his birth, 
and the almost instantaneous manifestation, even in infancy, of 
his peculiar attributes ; it explains the friendly footing on which 
he stood with Apollo, —the interchange of gifts and functions 
between them,—and lastly, the inviolate security of all the 
wealth and offerings in the Delphian temple, exposed as they 
were to thieves without any visible protection. Such was the 
innate cleverness and talent of Hermés, that on the day he was 
born he invented the lyre, stringing the seven chords on the shell 
of a tortoise :! and he also stole the cattle of Apollo in Pieria, 
dragging them backwards to his cave in Arcadia, so that their 
track could not be detected. To the remonstrances of his mother 
Maia, who points out to him the danger of offending Apollo, 
Hermés replies, that he aspires to rival the dignity and functions 
of Apollo among the immortals, and that if his father Zeus 
refuses to grant them to him, he will employ his powers of thiev- 
ing in breaking open the sanctuary at Delphi, and in carrying 
away the gold and the vestments, the precious tripods and ves- 
sels.2 Presently Apollo discovers the loss of his cattle, and 
after some trouble finds his way to the Kyllénian cavern, where 
he sees Hermés asleep in his cradle. The child denies the theft 
with effrontery, and even treats the surmise as a ridiculous impos- 
sibility: he persists in such denial even before Zeus, who how- 
ever detects him at once, and compels him to reveal the place 
where the cattle are concealed. But the lyre was as yet un- 
known to Apollo, who has heard nothing except the voice of the 
Muses and the sound of the pipe. So powerfully is he fascinated 
by hearing the tones of the lyre from Hermés, and so eager to 
become possessed of it, that he is willing at once to pardon the past 


1 Homer. Hymn. Mercur. 18.— 
"Hoc yeyovdc, méow huate eynudapicer, 
‘Eoréptoc Bote kAépev éxnGBodov ’ATOAAwVoE, etc. 
# Homer. Hymn. Mere. 177. — 
Eiui yap é¢ liduva, péyav déuov avtiroppgwr, 
‘Ever Gace tpimodac mepixaAdréac, 70& AEBnrag 
TlopYjow Kal ypvoor, etc. 
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theft, and even to conciliate besides the friendship of Hermés./ 
Accordingly a bargain is struck between the two gods and sanc- 
tioned by Zeus. Hermés surrenders to Apollo the lyre, invent- 
ing for his own use the syrinx or panspipe, and receiving from 
Apollo in exchange the golden rod of wealth, with empire over 
flocks and herds as well as over horses and oxen and the wild 
animals of the woods. He presses to obtain the gift of prophecy, 
but Apollo is under a special vow not to impart that privilege to 
any god whatever: he instructs Hermés however how to draw 
information, to a certain extent, from the Meer or Fates them- 
selves; and assigns to him, over and above, the function of mes- 
senger of the gods to Hadés. 

Although Apollo has acquired the lyre, the particular object 
of his wishes, he is still under apprehension that Hermés will 
steal it away from him again, together with his bow, and he 
exacts a formal oath by Styx as security. Hermés promises 
solemnly that he will steal none of the acquisitions, nor ever 
invade the sanctuary of Apollo; while the latter on his part 
pledges himself to recognize Hermés as his chosen friend and 
companion, amongst all the other sons of Zeus, human or divine.2 

So came to pass, under the sanction of Zeus, the marked favor 
shown by Apollo to Hermés. But Hermés (concludes the 
hymnographer, with frankness unusual in speaking of a god) 
“does very little good: he avails himself of the darkness of night 
to cheat without measure the tribes of mortal men.”3 


1 Homer. Hymn. Mere. 442-454. 
* Homer. Hymn. Merce. 504-520. — 
Kat 70 weév ‘Epung 
Anrtoidny ébiAnce dtaurepic, wc Ett Kal viv, eto 
* * * * * 
Kal rote Maiadog vidg brooxbuevoc katévevoe 
My mor’ anoxAéerv, bo’ ‘ExnBodoc éxteatiorat, 
Myoé ror’ éureddoewy rvKivy déuw* aitap AroAAov 
Antoidng katévevoev én” apdu@ kal bid6ryTL 
Mf tiva biAtep:v aGdAov év G¥avarooy éceodas 
Mare veov, unr’ avdpa Ard¢ yévor, ete. 
® Homer. Hymn. Mere. 574. — 
Ilatpa mér ovy dvivr gi, TO 0’ Gkpirov nreporedes 
Noata dv’ dpg¢vainy oida Syntév avdporey. 


ZEUS AND HIS Al TRIBUTES. é1 


Here the general types of Hermés and Apollo, coupled with 
the present fact that no thief ever approached the rich and seem- 
ingly accessible treasures of Delphi, engender a string of exposi- 
tory incidents cast into a quasi-historical form and detailing how it 
happened that Hermés had bound himself by especial convention 
to respect the Delphian temple. ‘The types of Apollo seem to 
kave been different in different times and parts of Greece: in 
sme places he was worshipped as Apollo Nomios,! or the patron 
of pasture and cattle ; and this attribute, which elsewhere passed 
over to his son Aristzus, is by our hymnographer voluntarily 
surrendered to Hermés, combined with the golden rod of fruit- 
fulness. On the other hand, the lyre did not originally belong 
to the Far-striking King, nor is he at all an inventor: the hymn 
explains both its first invention and how it came into his posses- 
sion. And the value of the incidents is thus partly expository, 
partly illustrative, as expanding in detail the general preconceived 
character of the Kyllénian god. 

To Zeus more amours are ascribed than to any of the other 
gods, — probably because the Grecian kings and chieftains were 
especially anxious to trace their lineage to the highest and most 
glorious of all,— each of these amours having its representative 
progeny on earth.2 Such subjects were among the most promis- 
ing and agreeable for the interest of mythical narrative, and 
Zeus as a lover thus became the father of a great many legends, 
branching out into innumerable interferences, for which his sons, 
all of them distinguished individuals, and many of them perse- 
cuted by Héré, furnished the occasion. But besides this, the 
commanding functions of the supreme god, judicial and admin- 
istrative, extending both over gods and men, was a potent stimu- 
Jus to the mythopeic activity. Zeus has to watch over his own 
dignity, — the first of all considerations with a god: moreover as 
Horkios, Xenios, Ktésios, Meilichios, (a small proportion of his 
thousand surnames,) he guaranteed oaths and punished perjurers, 
he enforced the observance of hospitality, he guarded the family 
hoard and the crop realized for the year, and he granted expia 


-— 


1 Kallimach. Hymn. Apoll. 47 
*Kallimach. Hymn. Jov. 79. ’Ex d@ Asdg Bactdijec, ete. 
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tion to the repentant criminal.! All these different functions 
created a demand for mythes, as the means of translating a dim, 
but serious, presentiment into distinct form, both self-explaining 
and communicable to others. In enforcing the sanctity of the 
oath or of the tie of hospitality, the most powerful of all argu- 
ments would be a collection of legends respecting the judgments 
of Zeus Horkios or Xenios; the more impressive and terrific 
such legends were, the greater would be their interest, and the 
less would any one dare to disbelieve them. They constituted 
the natural outpourings of a strong and common sentiment, prob- 
ably without any deliberate ethical intention : the preconceptions 
of the divine agency, expanded into legend, form a product 
analogous to the idea of the divine features and symmetry em- 
bodied in the bronze or the marble statue. 

But it was not alone the general type and attributes of the gods 
which contributed to put in action the mythopeeic propensities. 
The rites and solemnities forming the worship of each god, as 
well as the details of his temple and its locality, were a fertile 
source of mythes, respecting his exploits and sufferings, which to 
the people who heard them served the purpose of past history. 
The exegetes, or local guide and interpreter, belonging to each 
temple, preserved and recounted to curious strangers these tradi- 
tional narratives, which lent a certain dignity even to the minu- 
tis of divine service. Out of a stock of materials thus ample, 
the poets extracted individual collections, such as the “ Causes ” 
(Aitia) of Kallimachus, now lost, and such as the Fasti of Ovid 
are for the Roman religious antiquities.2 

It was the practice to offer to the gods in sacrifice the bones 
of the victim only, inclosed in fat: how did this practice arise? 


1See Herodot. i. 44. Kenoph. Anabas. vii. 8, 4 Plutarch, Théseus, 
¢ 12. 
® Ovid, Fasti, iv. 211, about the festivals of Apollo: — 
“ Priscique imitamina facti 
Jira Dex comites raucaque terga movent.” 


And Lactantius, v. 19, 15. “Ipsos ritus ex rebus gestis (deorum) vel ex 
tasibus vel etiam ex mortibus, natos:” to the same purpose Augustin. Dé 
Civ. D. vii. 18; Dioddr. iii. 56. Plutarch’s Questiones Greece et Romaices 
are full of similar tales, professing to account for existing customs, many 
vf them religious and liturgic. See Lobeck, Orphica, p. 675. 
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The author of the Hesiodic Theogony has a story which explains 
it: Prométheus tricked Zeus into an imprudent choice, at the 
period when the gods and mortal men first came to an arrange- 
ment about privileges and duties (in Mekéné). Prométheus, the 
tutelary representative of man, divided a large steer into two 
portions: on the one side he placed the flesh and guts, folded up 
in the omentum and covered over with the skin: on the other, he 
put the bones enveloped in fat. He then invited Zeus to deter- 
mine which of the two portions the gods would prefer to receive 
from mankind. Zeus “with both hands” decided for and took 
the white fat, but was highly incensed on finding that he had got 
nothing at the bottom except the bones.!_ Nevertheless the choice 
of the gods was now irrevocably made: they were not entitled to 
any portion of the sacrificed animal beyond the bones and the 
white fat; and the standing practice is thus plausibly explained.2 
I select this as one amongst a thousand instances to illustrate the 
genesis of legend out of religious practices. In the belief of the 
people, the event narrated in the legend was the real producing 
cause of the practice: but when we come to apply a sound criti- 
cism, we are compelled to treat the event as existing only in its 
narrative legend, and the legend itself as having been, in the 
greater number of cases, engendered by the practice, — thus 
reversing the supposed order of production. 


1 Hesiod, Theog. 550. — 
67 ba doAodpovéwv: Zedvo 0 dpdira undea eiddc¢ 
Tvd pf? 0b’ nyvoinae ddhov: Kaka 0 daceTo Sune 
OvyTorg dvb porotol, Ta Kal TeAéeoTat EwEhrev. 
Xepoi 0 dy dyporépyowy aveiAeto AevKdv dde.pap 
Xdoaro dé gpévac, dud? YOAoc dé putv iketo Srudr, 
‘Qe idev faTea Aevad Bode doAin ent réyvy. 


In the second line of this citation, the poet tells us that Zeus saw through 
the trick, and was imposed upon by his own consent, foreknowing that after 
all the mischievous consequences of the proceeding would be visited on 
man. But the last lines, and indeed the whole drift of the legend, imply the 
contrary of this: Zeus was really taken in, and was in consequence very 
angry. It is curious to observe how the religious feelings of the poet driva 
him to save in words the prescience of Zeus, though in doing so he contra 
dicts aud nullifies the whole point of the story. 
2 Hesiod, Theog. 557. — 
Ex tod 0° adavarotow int ySorvi ova’ avbpartey 
Kaiove’ dorea Aevxd Sunévtwr ert Gwudy. 
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In dealing with Grecian mythes generally, it fs convenient té 
distribute them into such as belong to the Gods and such as 
beiong to the Heroes, according as the one or the other are the 
prominent personages. The former class manifests, more palpa- 
bly than the latter, their real origin, as growing out of the faith 
and the feelings, without any necessary basis, either of matter 
of fact or allegory: moreover, they elucidate more directly the 
religion of the Greeks, so important an item in their character as 
a people. But in point of fact, most of the mythes present to 
us Gods, Heroes and Men, in juxtaposition one with the other 
and the richness of Grecian mythical literature arises from the 
infinite diversity of combinations thus opened out; first by the 
three class-types, God, Hero, and Man; next by the strict keep- 
ing with which each separate class and character is handled. We 
shall now follow downward the stream of mythical time, which 
begins with the Gods, to the Heroic legends, or those which 
principally concern the Heroes and Heroines ; for the latter were 
to the full as important in legend as the former. 


CATA? Tol Ral Le 
LEGENDS RELATING TO HEROES AND MEN. 


Tue Hesiodic theogony gives no account of anything like a 
creation of man, nor does it seem that such an idea was muck 
entertained in the legendary vein of Grecian imagination; which 
commonly carried back the present men by successive generations 
to some primitive ancestor, himself sprung from the soil, or from 
a neighboring river or mountain, or from a god, a nymph, ete. 
But the poet of the Hesiodic “ Wurks and Days” has given us a 
narrative conceived in a very different spirit respecting the origin 
of the human race, more in harmony with the sober and melan- 
choly ethical tone which reigns through that poem.! 


* Hesiod, as cited in the Etymologicon Magnum (probably the Hesiodic 
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First (he tells us) the Olympic gods made the golden race, — 
good, perfect, and happy men, who lived from the spontaneous 
abundance of the earth, in ease and tranquillity like the gods 
themselves: they suffered neither disease nor old age, and their 
death was like a gentle sleep. After death they became, by the 
award of Zeus, guardian terrestrial daemons, who watch unseen 
over the proceedings of mankind — with the regal privilege of 
dispensing to them wealth, and taking account of good and bad 
deeds. ! 

Next, the gods made the silver race, — unlike and greatly infe- 
rior, both in mind and body, to the golden. The men of this 
race were reckless and mischievous towards each other, and dis- 
dainful of the immortal gods, to whom they refused to offer either 
worship or sacrifice. Zeus in his wrath buried them in the 
earth: but there they still enjoy a secondary honor, as the Blest 
of the under-world.2 

Thirdly, Zeus made the brazen race, quite different from the 
silver. They were made of hard ash-wood, pugnacious and ter- 
rible; they were of immense strength and adamantine soul, nor 
did they raise or touch bread. Their arms, their houses. and 
(heir implements were all of brass: there was then no iron. 
This race, eternally fighting, perished by each other’s hands, died 
out, and descended without name or privilege to Hadés.3 


Catalogue of Women, as Marktscheftel considers it, placing it Fragm. 133), 
gives the parentage of a certain Brotos, who must probably be intended ag 
the first of men: Bpdroc, G¢ piv Eijuepog 6 Meconvioc, ard Bpdrov rivog 
abroxsovocg* 6 dé ‘Haiodoc, ard Bporov rod Aidepog Kai ‘Hpuépac. 
1 Opp. Di. 120. — 
Abrap éreidh TovTO yévocg Kata yala KaAvpev 
Tol uév daipovée eiot Atdc weyadov dia Bovad¢ 
EoVAol, érixVovior, pvAakec Svnrav av¥porov 
Oi fa dvAdcoovoiv Te Jixag Kal ovétAta Epya, 
"Hépa écoGuevor, wavtn poiravrec én’ alav 
TlAovrédora: kat rovro yépac PactAniov éoyov. 
* Opp. Di. 140.— 
Avrap érel kal todTo yévoc Kata yaia KaAvipe, 
Tot piv broy Soviet pakapec Svyrot Kad€éovrat 
Actreprt, AAW éurne Tun Kal ToioL Omndet. 
3 The ash was the wood out of which spear-handles were made (Iliad, xvi 
42): the Nowa: MéAvac are born along with the Gigantes and the Erin 
VOL. L dec. 
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Next, Zeus made a fourth race, far juster and better than the 
last preceding. These were the Heroes or demigods, who fought 
at the sieges of Troy and Thébes. But this splendid stock alse 
became extinct: some perished in war, others were removed by 
Zeus to a happier state in the islands of the Blest. There they 
dwell in peace and comfort, under the government of Kronos, 
reaping thrice in the year the spontaneous produce of the earth.1 

The fifth race, which sueceeds to the Heroes, is of iron: it is 
the race to which the poet himself belongs, and bitterly does he 
regret it. He finds his contemporaries mischievous, dishonest, 
unjust, ungrateful, given to perjury, careless both of the ties of 
consanguinity and of the behests of the gods: Nemesis and Atddés 
(Ethical Self-reproach) have left earth and gone back to Olym- 
pus. How keenly does he wish that his lot had been cast either 
earlier or later!2. This iron race is doomed to continual guilt, 
care, and suffering, with a small infusion of good; but the time 
will come when Zeus will put an end to it. The poet does not 
venture to predict what sort of race will succeed. 

Such is the series of distinct races of men, which Hesiod, or 
the author of the “ Works and Days,” enumerates as having 
existed down to his own time. I give it as it stands, without 
placing much confidence in the various explanations which critics 
have offered. It stands out in more than one respect from the 
general tone and sentiment of Grecian legend: moreover the 
sequence of races is neither natural nor homogeneous, — the 
heroic race not having any metallic denomination, and not occu- 
pying any legitimate place in immediate succession to the brazen. 
Nor is the conception of the demons in harmony either with 
Homer or with the Hesiodic theogony. In Homer, there is 
searcely any distinction between gods and demons, while the gods 


nyes (Theogon. 187), — “gensque virdm truncis et duro robore nata” ( Vir 
gil, Aineid, vili. 315), — hearts of oak. 
1 Opp. Di. 157. — 


Avdpov ‘Hpowr Seiov yévoc, of xahéovtat 
HyuiSeo. mporépg yevén kar’ amelpova yaias. 

Opp. Di. 173. — 
Myer’ érett’ Odetdov éyO méumrotor peTeives 
"Avdpaosy, GAN 7 rpdode Saveiv, i) Exevta yevéoda 
Nov yap 67 yévog éoTi atd7qpeov.....» 
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are stated to go about and visit the cities of men in various dis- 
guises for the purpose of inspecting good and evil proceedings.! 
But in the poem now before us, the distinction between gods and 
demons is generic. The latter are invisible tenants of earth, 
remnants of the once happy golden race whom the Olympic gods 
first made: the remnants of the second or silver race are not 
dzmons, nor are they tenants of earth, but they still enjoy an 
honorable posthumous existence as the Blest of the under-world, 
Nevertheless the Hesiodic demons are in no way authors or 
abettors of evil: on the contrary, they form the unseen police 
of the gods, for the purpose of repressing wicked behavior in the 
world. 

We may trace, I think, in this quintuple succession of earthly 
races, set forth by the author of the “ Works and Days,” the con- 
fluence of two veins of sentiment, not consistent one with the 
other, yet both coéxisting in the author’s mind. The drift of 
his poem is thoroughly didactic and ethical: though deeply pene- 
trated with the injustice and suffering which darken the face of 
human life, he nevertheless strives to maintain, both in himself 
and in others, a conviction that on the whole the just and labo- 
rious man will come off well,2 and he enforces in considerable 
detail the lessons of practical prudence and virtue. This ethical 
sentiment, which dictates his appreciation of the present, also 
guides his imagination as to the past. It is pleasing to him to 
bridge over the chasm between the gods and degenerate man, by 


1 Odyss. xvii. 486. 

® There are some lines, in which he appears to believe that, under the present 
wicked and treacherous rulers, it is not the interest of any man to be just 
(Opp. Di. 270) : — 


Nov 67 & 6 pr’ abtoc év dvdporotor dixatog 
Einv, unr’ gudc vidg> émet Kakov gore dikarov 
"Eupevat, el weilw ye dixnv adixorepoc b&et + 
AAG 760’ otrw éoAra TeAeiv Aia TepriKépavvor. 


On the whole, however, his conviction is to the contrary. 

Plutarch rejects the above four lines, seemingly on no other ground than 
gecause he thought them immoral and unworthy of Hesiod (see Proclus ad 
oc.). But they fall in perfectly with the temper of the poem: and the rule 

tarch is inadmissible, in determining the critical question of what is 
or spurious. 
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the supposition of previous races, — the first altogether pure, the 
second worse than the first, and the third still worse than the 
second; and to show further how the first race passed by gentle 
death-sleep into glorious immortality ; how the second race was 
sufficiently wicked to drive Zeus to bury them in the under-world, 
yet s‘ill leaving them a certain measure of honor; while the 
third was so desperately violent as to perish by its own animosi- 
ties, without either name or honor of any kind. The conception 
of the golden race passing after death into good guardian demons, 
which some suppose to have been derived from a comparison 
with oriental angels, presents itself to the poet partly as approx- 
imating this race to the gods, partly as a means of constituting a 
triple gradation of post-obituary existence, proportioned to the 
character of each race whilst alive. The denominations of gold 
and silver, given to the first two races, justify themselves, like 
those given by Simonidés of Amorgos and by Phokylidés to the 
different characters of women, derived from the dog, the bee, the 
mare, the ass, and other animals; and the epithet of brazen is 
specially explained by reference to the material which the pugna- 
cious third race so plentifully employed for their arms and other 
implements. 

So far we trace intelligibly enough the moralizing vein: we 
find the revolutions of the past so arranged as to serve partly as 
an ethical lesson, partly as a suitable preface to the present.! But 
fourth in the list comes “the divine race of Heroes:” and here 
a new vein of thought is opened by the poet. The symmetry 
of his ethical past is broken up, in order to make way for these 
cherished beings of the national faith. For though the author of 
the “ Works and Days ” was himself of a didactic cast of thought, 


* Aratus (Phenomen. 107) gives only three successive races, — the golden, 
silver, and brazen; Ovid superadds to these the iron race (Metamorph. i. 
89-144): neither of them notice the heroic race. 

The observations both of Buttmann (Mythos der altesten Menschengesch- 
lechter, t. li. p. 12 of the Mythologus) and of Vélcker (Mythologie des 
Japetischen Geschlechts, § 6, pp. 250-279) on this series of distinct races, 
are ingenious, and may be read with profit. Both recognize the disparate 
character of the fourth link in the series, and each accounts for it in a differ- 
ent manner. My own view comes nearer to that of Volcker, with some con- 
siderable differences ; amongst which one is, that he rejects the verses respect: 
ing the demons, which seem to me capital parts of the whole scheme. 
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like Phokylidés, or Sol6n, or Theognis, yet he had present to his 
feelings, in common with his countrymen, the picture of Grecian 
foretime, as it was set forth in the current mythes, and still more 
in Homer and those other epical productions which were then the 
only existing literature and history. It was impossible for him 
to exclude, from his sketch of the past, either the great persons 
or the glorious exploits which these poems ennobled; and even 
if he himself could have consented to such an exclusion, the 
sketch would have become repulsive to his hearers. But the 
chiefs who figured before Thébes and Troy could not be well 
identified either with the golden, the silver, or the brazen race: 
morover it was essential that they should be placed in immediate 
contiguity with the present race, because their descendants, real 
or supposed, were the most prominent and conspicuous of exist- 
ing men. Hence the poet is obliged to assign to them the fourth 
place in the series, and to interrupt the descending ethical move- 
ment in order to interpolate them between the brazen and the 
iron race, with neither of which they present any analogy. The 
iron race, to which the poet himself unhappily belongs, is the 
legitimate successor, not of the heroic, but of the brazen. Instead 
of the fierce and self-annihilating pugnacity which characterizes 
the latter, the iron race manifests an aggregate of smaller and 
meaner vices and mischiefs. It will not perish by suicidal 
extinction — but it is growing worse and worse, and is gradually 
losing its vigor, so that Zeus will not vouchsafe to preserve much 
longer such a race upon the earth. 

We thus see that the series of races imagined by the poet of 
the “ Works and Days” is the product of two distinct and 
incongruous veins of imagination,—the didactic or ethical 
blending with the primitive mythical or epical. His poem is 
remarkable as the most ancient didactic production of the Greeks, 
and as one of the first symptoms of a new tone of sentiment 
finding its way into their literature, never afterwards to become 
extinct. The tendency of the “Works and Days” is anti- 
heroic: far from seeking to inspire admiration for adventur- 
ous enterprise, the author inculeates the strictest justice, the 
most unremitting labor and frugality, and a sober, not to say 
anxious, estimate of all the minute specialties of the future. 
Prudence and probity are his means,— practical comfort and 
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happiness his end. But he deeply feels, and keenly exposes, the 
manifold wickedness and short-comings of his contemporaries, in 
reference to this capital standard. He turns with displeasure 
from the present men, not because they are too feeble to hurl 
either the spear of Achilles or some vast boundary-stone, but 
because they are rapacious, knavish, and unprincipled. 

The demons first introduced into the religious atmosphere of 
the Grecian world by the author of the “ Works and Days,” as 
generically different from the gods, but as essentially good, and 
as forming the intermediate agents and police between gods and 
men, —are deserving of attention as the seed of a doctrine 
which afterwards underwent many changes, and became of great 
importance, first as one of the constituent elements of pagan faith, 
then as one of the helps to its subversion. It will be recollected 
that the buried remnants of the half-wicked silver race, though 
they are not recognized as demons, are still considered as having 
a substantive existence, a name, and dignity, in the under-world. 
The step was easy, to treat them as demons also, but as demons of 
a defective and malignant character : this step was made by Empe- 
doclés and Xenocratés, and to a certain extent countenanced by 
Plato.! There came thus to be admitted among the pagan philoso- 
phers demons both good and bad, in every degree: and these da- 
mons were found available as a means of explaining many phe- 
nomena for which it was not convenient to admit the agency of the 
gods. They served to relieve the gods from the odium of physical 
and moral evils, as well as from the necessity of constantly med- 
dling in small affairs; and the objectionable ceremonies of the 
pagan world were defended upon the ground that in no other way 
could the exigencies of such malignant beings be appeased. 
They were most frequently noticed as causes of evil, and thus the 
name (demon) came insensibly to convey with it a bad sense, — 
the idea of an evil being as contrasted with the goodness of a god. 
So it was found by the Christian writers when they commenced 
their controversy with paganism. One branch of their argu- 
ment led them to identify the pagan gods with daemons in the 
evil sense, and the insensible change in the received meaning of 
the word lent them a specious assistance. For they could easily 


* See this subject further mentioned — infra, chap, xvi, p, 565. 
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show that not only in Homer, but in the general language of 
early pagans, all the gods generally were spoken of as demons — 
and therefore, verbally speaking, Clemens and Tatian seemed to 
affirm nothing more against Zeus or Apollo than was employed 
in the language of paganism itself. Yet the audience of Homer 
or Sophoklés would have strenuously repudiated the proposition, 
if it had been put to them in the sense which the word demon 
bore in the age and among the circle of these Christian writers. 

In the imagination of the author of the “Works and Days,” 
the demons occupy an important place, and are regarded as 
being of serious practical efficiency. When he is remonstrating 
with the rulers around him upon their gross injustice and corrup- 
tion, he reminds them of the vast number of these immortal ser- 
vants of Zeus who are perpetually on guard amidst mankind, 
and through whom the visitations of the gods will descend even 
upon the most potent evil doers.! His supposition that the dae- 
mons were not gods, but departed men of the golden race, allowed 
him to multiply their number indefinitely, without too much 
eheapening the divine dignity. 

As this poet has been so much enslaved by the current legends 
as to introduce the Heroic race into a series to which it does not 
legitimately belong, so he has under the same influence inserted 
in another part of his poem the mythe of Pandora and Promé- 
theus,2 as a means of explaining the primary diffusion, and actual 
abundance, of evil among mankind. Yet this mythe can in no 
way consist with his quintuple scale of distinct races, and is in 
fact a totally distinct theory to explain the same problem, — the 
transition of mankind from a supposed state of antecedent hap- 
piness to one of present toil and suffering. Such an inconsistency 
is not a sufficient reason for questioning the genuineness of either 
passage; for the two stories, though one contradicts the other, 
both harmonize with that central purpose which governs the 
author’s mind, — a querulous and didactic appreciation of the pres- 
ent. That such was his purpose appears not only from the whole 
tenor of his poem, but also from the remarkable fact that his own 
personality, his own adventures and kindred, and his own suffer 
ings, figure in it conspicuously. And this introduction of self 


on 


1 Opp. Di. 252. Tpic yap poptot elavy Er? ySovt tovavPoreipy, ete. 
* Opp. Di. 50-105. 
Yolo 
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imparts to it a peculiar interest. The father cf Hesiod came 
over from the Molic Kymé, with the view of bettering his con- 
dition, and settled at Askra in Beeotia, at the foot of Mount Heli 
con. After his death his two sons divided the family inheritance: 
but Hesiod bitterly complains that his brother Persés cheated and 
went to law with him, and obtained through corrupt judges an 
unjust decision. He farther reproaches his brother with a prefer- 
ence for the suits and unprofitable bustle of the agora, at a time 
when he ought to be laboring for his subsistence in the field. 
Askra indeed was a miserable place, repulsive both in summer 
and winter. Hesiod had never crossed the sea, except once from 
Aulis to Eubcea, whither he went to attend the funeral games of 
Amphidamas, the chief of Chalkis: he sung a hymn, and gained 
as prize a tripod, which he consecrated to the muses in Helicon.! 

These particulars, scanty as they are, possess a peculiar value, 
as the earliest authentic memorandum respecting the doing or 
suffering of any actual Greek person. There is no external tes- 
timony at all worthy of trust respecting the age of the “ Works 
and Days:” Herodotus treats Hesiod and Homer as belonging to 
the same age, four hundred years before his own time; and there 
are other statements besides, some placing Hesiod at an earlier 
date than Homer, some ata later. Looking at the internal evi- 
dences, we may observe that the pervading sentiment, tone and 
purpose of the poem is widely different from that of the Iliad 
and Odyssey, and analogous to what we read respecting the com- 
positions of Archilochus and the Amorgian Simonidés. The au- 
thor of the “ Works and Days” is indeed a preacher and not a 
satirist: but with this distinction, we find in him the same pre- 
dominance of the present and the positive, the same disposition 
to turn the muse into an exponent of his own personal wrongs, 
the same employment of Asopic fable by way of illustration, and 
the same unfavorable estimate of the female sex,2 all of which 


1 Opp. Di. 630-650, 27-45. 

? Compare the fable (aivoc) in the “ Works and Days,” v. 200, with those 
in Archilochus, Fr. xxxviii. and xxxix., Gaisford, respecting the fox and the 
ape; and the legend of Pandora (vy. 95 and y. 705) with the fragment of 
Simonidés of Amorgos respecting women (Fr. viii. ed. Welcker, v. 95-115); 
also Phokylidés ap. Stobeum Florileg. lxxi. 

Isokratés assimilates the character of the “ Works and Days” to that of 
Theognis and Phokylidés (ad Nikokl. Or. ii. p. 28). 
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may be traced in the two poets above mentioned, placing both of 
them in contrast with the Homeric epic. Such an internal analogy, 
in the absence of good testimony, is the best guide which we can 
follow in determining the date of the “Works and Days,” which 
we should accordingly place shortly after the year 700 B. c. The 
style of the poem might indeed afford a proof that the ancient and 
uniform hexameter, though well adapted to continuous legendary 
narrative or to solemn hymns, was somewhat monotonous when 
called upon either to serve a polemical purpose or to impress a 
striking moral lesson. When poets, then the only existing com- 
posers, first began to apply their thoughts to the cut and thrust 
of actual life, aggressive or didactic, the verse would be seen to 
require a new, livelier and smarter metre; and out of this want 
grew the elegiac and the iambic verse, both seemingly contempo- 
raneous, and both intended to supplant the primitive hexameter 
for the short effusions then coming into vogue. 


CHAPTERIII. 
LEGEND OF THE ILAPETIDS. 


Tue sons of the Titan god Iapetus, as described in the Hesi- 
odic theogony, are Atlas, Mencetius, Prométheus and Epimétheus.! 
Of these, Atlas alone is mentioned by Homer in the Odyssey, 
and even he not as the son of Iapetus: the latter himself is named 
in the Iliad as existing in Tartarus along with Kronos. The 
Homeric Atlas “knows the depths of the whole sea, and keeps by 
himself those tall pillars which hold the heaven apart from the 
earth.” 2 


1 Hesiod, Theog. 510. 

* Hom. Odyss. i. 120.— 

“ArAavtoc Suyathp droddpovoc, Sate Sardoone 

Iléone Bévdea olde, éyer Oé Te Kiovac abrod¢ 

Maxpac, al yaiay Te kat obpavdv audic Exovow. 
4 
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As the Homeric theogony generally appears much expanded 
in Hesiod, so also does the family of Iapetus, with their varied 
adventures. Atlas is here described, not as the keeper of the 
intermediate pillars between heaven and earth, but as himself 
condemned by Zeus to support the heaven on his head and hands; ! 
while the fierce Mencetius is thrust down to Erebus as a punish- 
ment for his ungovernable insolence. But the remaining two 
brothers, Prométheus and Epimétheus, are among the most in 
teresting creations of Grecian legend, and distinguished in more 
than one respect from all the remainder. 

First, the main battle between Zeus and the Titan gods isa 
contest of force purely and simply — mountains are hurled and 
thunder is launched, and the victory remains tothe strongest. But 
the competition between Zeus and Prométheus is one of craft 
and stratagem: the victory does indeed remain to the former, but 
the honors of the fight belong to the latter. Secondly, Prométheus 
and Epimétheus (the fore-thinker and the after-thinker 2) are char- 
acters stamped at the same mint and by the same effort, the express 
contrast and antithesis of each other. Thirdly, mankind are here 
expressly brought forward, not indeed as active partners in the 
struggle, but as the grand and capital subjects interested, — as 
gainers or sufferers by the result. Prométheus appears in the 
exalted character of champion of the human race, even against 
the formidable superiority of Zeus. 

In the primitive or Hesiodic legend, Prométheus is not the 
creator or moulder of man; it is only the later additions which 
invest him with this character.3 The race are supposed as exist- 


* Hesiod, Theog. 516.— 

“Aria 0’ obpavov evpdv yer kpatepig br’ avayKne 
*Hornac, kedaag Te Kal dKauarolo. yépecot. 
Hesiod stretches far beyond the simplicity of the Homeric conception. 

* Pindar extends the family of Epimétheus and gives him a daughter, 
[po¢aore (Pyth. v. 25), Excuse, the offspring of After-thought. 

% Apollodor. i. 7.1. Nor is he such either in Aischylus, or in the Platonic 
fable (Protag. c. 30), though this version became at last the mort popular, 
Some hardened lumps of clay, remnants of that which had been employed 
by Prométheus in moulding man, were shown to Pausanias at Panopeus in 
Phokis (Paus. x 4, 3). 

The first Epigram of Erinna (Anthol, i, p, 58, ed. Brunck) seems to allude 
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ing, and Prométheus, a member of the dispossessed body of Titan 
gods, comes forward as their representative and defender. The 
advantageous bargain which he made with Zeus on their behalf, 
in respect to the partition of the sacrificial animals, has been re- 
counted in the preceding chapter. Zeus felt that he had been 
outwitted, and was exceeding wroth. In his displeasure he with- 
held from mankind the inestimable comfort of fire, so that the 
race would have perished, had not Prométheus stolen fire, in de- 
fiance of the command of the Supreme Ruler, and brought it to 
men in the hollow of a ferule.! 

Zeus was now doubly indignant, and determined to play off 
a still more ruinous stratagem. Héphestos, by his direction, 
moulded the form of a beautiful virgin; Athéné dressed her, 
Aphrodité and the Charities bestowed upon her both ornament 
and fascination, while Hermés infused into her the mind of a 
dog, a deceitful spirit, and treacherous words.2 The messenger 
of the gods conducted this “ fascinating mischief” to mankind, at 
a time when Prométheus was not present. Now Epimétheus had 
received from his brother peremptory injunctions not to accept 
from the hands of Zeus any present whatever; but the beauty 
of Pandora (so the newly-formed female was called) was not to 
be resisted. She was received and admitted among men, and 
from that moment their comfort and tranquillity was exchanged 
for suffering of every kind.? The evils to which mankind are 
liable had been before enclosed in a cask in their own keeping: 
Pandora in her malice removed the lid of the cask, and out flew 
these thousand evils and calamities, to exercise forever their de 
stroying force. Hope alone remained imprisoned, and therefore 
without efficacy, as before—the inviolable lid being replaced 
before she could escape. Before this incident (says the legend) 
men had lived without disease or suffering; but now both earth 
and sea are full of mischiefs, while maladies of every description 
stalk abroad by day as well as by night,4 without any hope for 
man of relief to come. 


to Prométheus as moulder of man. The expression of Aristophanés (Aves, 
689) —rAdopuara mnAot — does not necessarily refer to Prométheus. 
' Hesiod, Theog. 566; Opp. Di. 52. 2 Theog. 580; Opp. Di. 50-85. 


3 Opp. Di. 81-90. 
4 Opp. Di. 93. Pandéra does no; bring with her the cask, as the common 
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The Theogony gives the legend here recounted, with some v® 
riations — leaving out the part of Epimétheus altogether, as well 
as the cask of evils. Pandora is the ruin of man, simply as the 
mother and representative of the female sex.! And the varia- 
tions are thus useful, as they enable us to distinguish the essential 
from the accessory circumstances of the story. 

“Thus (says the poet, at the conclusion of his narrative) it is 
not possible to escape from the purposes of Zeus.”? His mythe, 
connecting the calamitous condition of man with the malevolence 
of the supreme god, shows, first, by what cause such an unfriendly 
feeling was raised; next, by what instrumentality its deadly re- 
sults were brought about. The human race are not indeed the 
creation, but the protected flock of Prométheus, one of the elder 
or dispossessed Titan gods: when Zeus acquires supremacy, man- 
kind along with the rest become subject to him, and are to make 
the best bargain they can respecting worship and service to be 
yielded. By the stratagem of their advocate Prométheus, Zeus 


rersion of this s*ory would have us suppose: the cask exists fast closed in 
the custody of Epimétheus, or of man himself, and Pandéra commits the 
fatal treachery of removing the lid. The case is analogous to that of the 
closed bag of unfavorable winds which Holus gives into the hands of 
Odysseus, and which the guilty companions of the latter force open, to the 
entire -uin of his hopes (Odyss. x. 19-50). The idea of the two casks on 
the threshhold of Zeus, lying ready for dispensation —-one full of evils the 
ather of benefits —is Homeric (Iliad, xxiv. 527):— 
Aoiot yap te ridor Kataxetatat év Aloe obdet, etc. 


Plutarch assimilates to this the wi%o¢ opened by Pandora, Consolat. ad Apol- 
lon. c. 7. p. 105. The explanation here given of the Hesiodic passage re- 
tating to Hope, is drawn from an able article in the Wiener Jahrbucher, vol. 
109 (1845), p. 220, Ritter; a review of SchOmmann’s translation of the Pro- 
métheus of Aschylus. The diseases and evils are inoperative so long as they 
remain shut up in the cask: the same mischief-making influence which lets 
them out to their calamitous work, takes care that Hope shall still continue 
® powerless prisoner in the inside. 
’ Theog. 590. — 
"EK THe yap yévoc got? yuvatkév Indvrepaor, 
Tie yap bAdi6v tore yévor Kal dd2a yuvatkGv 
Iljpa uéya Svntoiot wer’ avdpaor vacerdovo, ete. 
*Opp Di 105.— 
Obru¢ ots 7H bor? Ade voor eEarhéaodat. 
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is cheated into such a partition of the victims as is eminently un 
profitable to him; whereby his wrath is so provoked, that he tries 
to subtract from man the use of fire. Here however his scheme 
is frustrated by the theft of Prométheus: but his second attempt 
is more successful, and he in his turn cheats the unthinking Epimé- 
theus into the acceptance of a present (in spite of the peremptory 
interdict of Prométheus) by which the whole of man’s happiness 
is wrecked This legend grows out of two feelings; partly as to 
the relations of the gods with man, partly as to the relation of 
the female sex with the male. The present gods are unkind to- 
wards man, but the old gods, with whom man’s lot was originally 
cast, were much kinder —and the ablest among them stands for- 
ward as the indefatigable protector of the race. Nevertheless, 
the mere excess of his craft proves the ultimate ruin of the cause 
which he espouses. He cheats Zeus out of a fair share of the 
sacrificial victim, so as both to provoke and justify a retaliation 
which he cannot be always at hand to ward off: the retaliation 
is, in his absence, consummated by a snare laid for Epimétheus 
and voluntarily accepted. And thus, though Hesiod ascribes the 
calamitous condition of man to the malevolence of Zeus, his piety 
suggests two exculpatory pleas for the latter: mankind have been 
the first to defraud Zeus of his legitimate share of the sacrifice — 
and they have moreover been consenting parties to their own 
ruin. Such are the feelings, as to the relation between the gods 
and man, which have been one of the generating elements of 
this legend. The other element, a conviction of the vast mischief 
arising to man from women, whom yet they cannot dispense with, 
is frequently and strongly set forth in several of the Greek poets 
—by Simonidés of Amorgos and Phokylidés, not less than by 
the notorious misogynist Euripidés. 

But the miseries arising from woman, however great they 
might be, did not reach Prométheus himself. For him, the rash 
champion who had ventured “to compete in sagacity”! with 
Zeus, a different punishment was in store. Bound by heavy 
chains to a pillar, he remained fast imprisoned for several gene- 
rations: every day did an eagle prey upon his liver, and every 
night did the liver grow afresh for the next day’s suffering. At 


1 Theog. 534. Obver’ épivero Bov dg dreppevét Kpovinve 
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length Zeus, eager to enhance the glory of his favorite son Héra- 
clés, permitted the latter to kill the eagle and rescue the cape 
tive.! 

Such is the Prométhean mythe as it stands in the Hesiodie 
poems; its earliest form, as far as we can trace. Upon it was founded 
the sublime tragedy of AZschylus, “The Enchained Prométheus,” 
together with at least one more tragedy, now lost, by the same 
author.2 Aus:shylus has made several important alterations; de- 
scribing the human race, not as having once enjoyed and subse- 
quently lost a state of tranquillity and enjoyment, but as originally 
feeble and wretched. He suppresses both the first trick played 
off by Prométheus upon Zeus respecting the partition of the vic- 
tim — and the final formation and sending of Pand6éra — which 
are the two most marked portions of the Hesiodic story; while 
on the other hand he brings out prominently and enlarges upon 
the theft of fire,? which in Hesiod is but slightly touched. If he 
has thus relinquished the antique simplicity of the story, he has 
rendered more than ample compensation by imparting to it a gran- 
deur of idéal, a large reach of thought combined with appeals to 
our earnest and admiring sympathy, and a pregnancy of sugges- 
tion in regard to the relations between the gods and man, which 
soar far above the Hesiodic level — and which render his tragedy 
the most impressive, though not the most artistically composed, of 
all Grecian dramatic productions. Prométheus there appears not 
only as the heroic champion and sufferer in the cause and for the 
protection of the human race, but also as the gifted teacher of all the 
arts, helps, and ornaments of life, amongst which fire is only one # 
all this against the will and in defiance of the purpose of Zeus, who, 
on acquiring his empire, wished to destroy the human race and to 


' Theog. 521-532. 

* Of the tragedy called [pounded Avouevoc some few fragments yet re 
main: Hpoundede Mipdopoc was a satyric drama, according to Dindorf 
Welcker recognizes a third tragedy, Upouydedc Mépgopoc, and a satyric dra- 
ma, IIpou7S_ede Wvpxaete (Die Griechisch. Tragéddien, vol. i. p. 30). The 
story of Prométheus had also been handled by Sapphé in one of her lost 
songs (Servius ad Virgil. Eclog. vi. 42). 

* Apollodérus oo mentions only the theft of fire (i. 7. 1). 

* #sch. Prom. 442-506.— 
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beget some new breed.! Moreover, new relations between Promé- 
theus and Zeus are superadded by Aischylus. At the commence- 
ment of the struggle between Zeus and the Titan gods, Prométheus 
had vainly attempted to prevail upon the latter to conduct it with 
prudence; but when he found that they obstinately declined all 
wise counsel, and that their ruin was inevitable, he abandoned their 
causeand joined Zeus. To him and to his advice Zeus owed the 
victory : yet the monstrous ingratitude and tyranny of the latter is 
now manifested by nailing him to a rock, for no other crime than 
because he frustrated the purpose of extinguishing the human race, 
and furnished to them the means of living with tolerable comfort.2 
The new ruler Zeus, insolent with his victory over the old gods, 
tramples down all right, and sets at naught sympathy and obliga- 
tion, as well towards gods as towards man. Yet the prophetic 
Prométheus, in the midst of intense suffering, is consoled by the 
foreknowledge that the time will come when Zeus must again 
send for him, release him, and invoke his aid, as the sole means 
of averting from himself dangers otherwise insurmountable. The 
security and means of continuance for mankind have now been 
placed beyond the reach of Zeus — whom Prométheus proudly 
defies, glorying in his generous and successful championship,3 de- 
spite the terrible price which he is doomed to pay for it. 

As the Auschylean Prométheus, though retaining the old linea- 
ments, has acquired a new coloring, soul and character, so he has 
alse become identified with a special locality. In Hesiod, there 
is no indication of the place in which he is imprisoned ; but Aés- 
chylus places it in Scythia,‘ and the general belief of the Greeks 
supposed it to be on Mount Caucasus. So long and so firmly did 


1 Fisch. Prom. 231.— 
Boorav 6& TOV TaAatTOpwv Adyov 
Ovk éovev obdév’, GAA’ diordaac yévog 
To wav, Expnvev dAdo diricat véor, 
2 Asch. Prom. 198-222. 123.— 
Oa Tv Aiav prAdtnTa BpoTav. 

3 Asch. Prom. 169-770. 

4 Prometh. 2. See also the Fragments of the Prométheus Solutus, 177 
179, ed. Dindorf, where Caucasus is specially named ; but v. 719 of the Pro- 
métheus Vinctus seems to imply that Mount Caucasus is a place different 
from that to which the suffering prisoner is chained. 
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this belief continue, that the Roman general Pompey, when in 
command of an army in Kolchis, made with his companion, the lit- 
erary Greek Theophanés, a special march to view the spot in 
Caucasus where Prométheus had been transfixed.! 


CHAPTER IV. 


HEROIC LEGENDS.— GENEALOGY OF ARGOS. 


Havine briefly enumerated the gods of Greece, with their 
chief attributes as described in legend, we come to those geneal- 
ogies which connected them with historical men. 

In the retrospective faith of a Greek, the ideas of worship and 
ancestry coalesced. Every association of men, large or small, in 
whom there existed a feeling of present union, traced back that 
union to some common initial progenitor; that progenitor being 
either the common god whom they worshipped, or some semi-divine 
person closely allied to him. What the feelings of the commu- 
nity require is, a continuous pedigree to connect them with this 
respected source of existence, beyond which they do not think of 
looking back. A series of names, placed in filiation or fraternity, 
together with a certain number of family or personal adventures 
ascribed to some of the individuals among them, constitute the 
ante-historical past through which the Greek looks back to his 
gods. The names of this genealogy are, to a great degree, gen- 
tile or local names familiar to the people,— rivers, mountains, 
springs, lakes, villages, demes, etc... embodied as persons, and 
introduced as acting or suffering. They are moreover called 
kings or chiefs, but the existence of a body of subjects surround- 
ing them is tacitly implied rather than distinctly set forth; for 
their own personal exploits or family proceedings constitute for 
the most part the whole matter of narrative. And thus the gene. 


1 Appian, Bell. Mithridat. c. 103. 
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alogy was made to satisfy at once the appetite of the Greeks for 
romantic adventure, and their demand for an unbroken line of fil- 
iation between themselves and the gods. The eponymous person- 
age, from whom the community derive their name, is sometimes 
the begotten son of the local god, sometimes an indigenous man 
sprung from the earth, which is indeed itself divinized. 

It will be seen from the mere description of these genealogies 
that they included elements human and historical, as well as ele- 
ments divine and extra-historical. And if we could determine 
the time at which any genealogy was first framed, we should be able 
to assure ourselves that the men then represented as present, to- 
gether with their fathers and grandfathers, were real persons ot 
flesh and blood. But this is a point which can seldom be ascertain- 
ed ; moreover, even if it could be ascertained, we must at once set it 
aside, if we wish to look at the genealogy in the point of view of 
the Greeks. For to them, not only all the ~embers were alike 
real, but the gods and lieroes at the commencement were in a cer- 
tain sense the most real; at least, they were the most esteemed 
and indispensable of all. The value of the genealogy consisted, 
not in its length, but in its continuity ; not (according to the feel- 
ing of modern aristocracy) in the power of setting out a prolong- 
ed series of human fathers and grandfathers, but in the sense of 
ancestral union with the primitive god. And the length ot the 
series is traceable rather to humility, inasmuch as the same per- 
son who was gratified with the belief that he was descended from 
a god in the fifteenth generation, would have accounted it crimi- 
nal insolence to affirm that a god was his father or grandfather. 
In presenting to the reader those genealogies which coustitute the 
supposed primitive history of Hellas, I make no pretence to dis- 
tinguish names real and historical from fictitious creations ; partly 
because I have no evidence upon which to draw the line, and part- 
ly because by attempting it I should altogether depart from the 
genuine Grecian point of view. 

Nor is it possible to do more than exhibit a certain selection of 
such as were most current and interesting; for the total number 
of them which found place in Grecian faith exceeds computation. 
As a general rule, every deme, every gens, every aggregate of 
men accustomed to combined action, religious or political, had its 
owp. The small and unimportant demes into which Attica was 

vor + 4* Koc. 
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divided had each its ancestral god and heroes, just as much as 
the great Athens herself. Even among the villages of Phokis, 
which Pausanias will hardly permit himself to call towns, deduc- 
tions of legendary antiquity were not wanting. And it is impor- 
tant to bear in mind, when we are reading the legendary geneal- 
ogies of Argos, or Sparta, or Thébes, that these are merely 
samples amidst an extensive class, all perfectly analogous, and 
all exhibiting the religious and patriotic retrospect of some frac- 
tion of the Hellenic world. They are no more matter of his- 
torical tradition than any of the thousand other legendary genealo- 
gies which men delighted to recall to memory at the periodical 
festivals of their gens, their deme, or their village. 

With these few prefatory remarks, I proceed to notice the most 
conspicuous of the Grecian heroic pedigrees, and first, that of 
Argos. 

The earliest name in Argeian antiquity is that of Inachus, the 
son of Oceanus and Téthys, who gave his name to the river flow- 
ing under the walls of the town. According to the chronological 
computations of those who regarded the mythical genealogies as 
substantive history, and who allotted a given number of years to 
each generation, the reign of Inachus was placed 1986 B. ¢., or 
about 1100 years prior to the commencement of the recorded 
Olympiads.! 

The sons of Inachus were Phordneus and Atgialeus; both of 
whom however were sometimes represented as autochthonous 
men, the one in the territory of Argos, the other in that of Sik- 
yon. Agialeus gave his name to the north-western region of 
the Peloponnésus, on the southern coast of the Corinthian Gulf.2 
The name of Phoréneus was of great celebrity in the Argeian 
mythical genealogies, and furnished both the title and the sub- 
ject of the ancient poem called Phorénis, in which he is styled 
“the father of mortal men.” He is said to have imparted to 


* Apollodor. ii. 1. Mr. Fynes Clinton does not admit the historical reality 
of Inachus; but he places Phoréneus seventeen generations, or 570 years 
jrior to the Trojan war, 978 years earlier than the first recorded Olympiad 
See Fasti Hellenici, vol. iii. c. 1. p. 19. 

® Pausan. ii. 5, 4. 


3 See Diintzer, Fragm. Epic. Gree. p. 57. The Argeian author Akusilaus 
treated Phoréneus as the first of men, Fragm, 14, Didot av. Clem. Alex 
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mar:kind, who had before him lived altogether isolated, the first 
notion and habits of social existence, and even the first knowl- 
edge of fire: his dominion extended over the whole Peloponné- 
sus. His tomb at Argos, and seemingly also the place called the 
Phoronic city, in which he formed the first settlement of man- 
kind, were still shown in the days of Pausanias.! The offspring 
of Phoroneus, by the nymph Telediké, were Apis and Niobé. 
Apis, a harsh ruler, was put to death by Thelxién and Telchin, 
having given to Peloponnésus the name of Apia:2 he was suc- 
ceeded by Argos, the son of his sister Niobé by the god Zeus. 
From this sovereign Peloponnésus was denominated Argos. By 
his wife Evadné, daughter of Strym6n,3 he had four sons, Ekba- 
sus, Peiras, Epidaurus, and Kriasus. Ekbasus was succeeded by 
his son Agénor, and he again by his son Argos Panoptés,—a 


Stromat. i. p. 321. ®opwrjec, a synonym for Argeians; Theocrit. Idyll. 
xxv. 200. 

1 Apollodor. ii. 1, 1; Pausan. ii. 15,5; 19,53 20, 3. 

? Apis in /dschylus is totally different: iatpduavric or medical charmer, 
son of Apollo, who comes across the gulf from Naupactus, purifies the ter- 
ritory of Argos from noxious monsters, and gives to it the name of Apia 
(Zischyl. Suppl. 265). Compare Steph. Byz. v. ’Azin; Soph. Cidip. 
Colon. 1303. The name ’Aria for Peloponnésus remains still a mystery, 
even after the attempt of Buttmann (Lexilogus, s. 19) to throw light upon 
it. 

Eusebius asserts that Niobé was the wife of Inachus and mother of Pho- 
roneus, and pointedly contradicts those who call her daughter of Phoroneus 
— gaot 0é rec NidBynv Bopwvéug elvat Svyarépa, brep obx aAndé¢ (Chronic. 
p. 28, ed. Sealig.): his positive tone is curious, upon such a matter. 

Hellanicus in his Argolica stated that Phoréneus had three sons, Pelasgus, 
Iasus and Agéndr, who at the death of their father divided his possessions 
by lot. Pelasgus acquired the country near the river Erasinus, and built the 
citadel of Larissa: Iasus obtained the portion near to Elis. After their 
decease, the younger brother Agénér invaded and conquered the country, at 
the head of a large body of horse. It was from these three persons that 
Argos derived three epithets which are attached to it in the Homeric 
poems —”Apyo¢ Iedacycxdy, *lacov, ‘Imm6Borov (Hellanik. Fr. 38, ed. Didot; 
Phavorin. vy. “Apyoc). This is a specimen of the way in which legendary 
persons as well as legendary events were got up to furnish an explanation 
of Homeric epithets: we may remark as singular, that Hellanicus seems to 
apply TeAacyixdv "Apyoc to a portion of Peloponnésus, while the Homeric 
Catalogue applies it to Thessaly. 

3 Apollod. l.c. ‘The mention of Strymén seems connected with Atschyluy 


Sappl 255. 
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very powerful prince who is said to have had eyes distributed 
over all his body, and to have liberated Peloponnésus from sey- 
eral monsters and wild animals which infested it :! Akusilaus and 
ZEschylus make this Argos an earth-born person, while Phere- 
kydés reports him as son of Arestér. Jasus was the son of Argos 
Panoptés by Isméné, daughter of Asdpus. According to the 
authors whom Apollodorus and Pausanias prefer, the celebrated 
I6 was his daughter: but the Hesiodic epic (as well as Akusilaus) 
represented her as daughter of Peiras, while Auschylus and 
Kastor the chronologist affirmed the primitive king Inachus te 
have been her father.2 A favorite theme, as well for the ancient 
genealogical poets as for the Attic tragedians, were the adven- 
tures of I6, of whom, while priestess of Héré, at the ancient 
and renowned Heéreon between Mykéneze and Argos, Zeus 
became amorous. When Héré discovered the intrigue and 
taxed him with it, he denied the charge, and metamorphosed Io 
into a white cow. Héré, requiring that the cow should be sur- 
rendered to her, placed her under the keeping of Argos Panop- 
tés; but this guardian was slain by Hermés, at the command of 
Zeus: and Here then drove the cow I6 away from her native 
land by means of the incessant stinging of a gad-fly, which com- 
pelled her to wander without repose or sustenance over an 
immeasurable extent of foreign regions. The wandering I6 gave 
her name to the Ionian Gulf, traversed Epirus and Illyria, passed 
the chain of Mount Hamus and the lofty summits of Caucasus, 
and swam across the Thracian or Cimmerian Bosporus (which 
also from her derived its appellation) into Asia. She then went 
through Scythia, Cimmeria, and many Asiatic regions, until she 
arrived in Egypt, where Zeus at length bestowed upon her rest, 
restored her to her original form, and enabled her to give birth 
to his black son Epaphos.3 


' Akusil. Fragm. 17, ed. Didot; Asch. Prometh. 568; Pherekyd. Fragm. 
22, ed. Didot; Hesiod. Agimius. Fr. 2, p. 56, ed. Duntzer: among the 
varieties of the story, one was that Argos was changed into a peacock 
(Schol. Aristoph. Aves, 102). Macrobius (i. 19) considers Argos as an alle- 
gorical expression of the starry heaven: an idea which Panofska alse 
upholds in one of the recent Abhandlungen of the Berlin Academy, 1837, p, 
¥21 sey. 

? Apollod. ii. 1,1; Pausan. ii. 16,1; Aisch. Prom. v. 590-663. 

* Zschyl. Prom. v. 790-850; Apollod. ii. 1. A&schylus in the Supplices 
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Such is a general sketch of the adventures which the ancient 
poets, epic, lyric, and tragic, and the logographers after them, 
connect with the name of the Argeian I6, — one of the numerous 
tales which the fancy of the Greeks deduced from the amorous 
dispositions of Zeus and the jealousy of Héré. That the scene 
should be laid in the Argeian territory appears natural, when we 
recollect that both Argos and Mykénz were under the special 
guardianship of Héré, and that the Héraon between the two 
was one of the oldest and most celebrated temples in which she 
was worshipped. It is useful to compare this amusing fiction 
with the representation reporte] to us by Herodotus, and derived 
by him as well from Pheenician as from Persian antiquarians, of 
the circumstances which occasioned the transit of 16 from Argos 
to Egypt,—an event recognized by all of them as historical 
matter of fact. According to the Persians, a Phcenician vessel 
had arrived at the port near Argos, freighted with goods intended 
for sale to the inhabitants of the country. After the vessel had 
remained a few days, and disposed of most of her cargo, several 


gives a different version of the wanderings of [6 from that which appears in 
the Prométheus: in the former drama he carries her through Phrygia, Mysia, 
Lydia, Pamphylia and Cilicia into Egypt (Supplic. 544-566) : nothing is 
there said about Prométheus, or Caucasus or Scythia, ete. 

The track set forth in the Supplices is thus geographically intelligible. 
that in the Prométheus (though the most noticed of the two) defies all com- 
prehension, even as a consistent fiction; nor has the erudition of the com- 
mentators been successful in clearing it up. See Schutz, Excurs. iv. ad 
Prometh. Vinct. pp. 144-149; Welcker, Aschylische Trilogie, pp. 127-146, 
and especially Volcker, Mythische Geographie der Griech. und Romer, part 
i. pp. 3-18. 

The Greek inhabitants at Tarsus in Cilicia traced their origin to Argos: 
their story was, that Triptolemus had been sent forth from that town in 
quest of the wandering I6, that he had followed her to Tyre, and then 
renounced the search in despair. He and his companions then settled partly 
at Tarsus, partly at Antioch (Strabo, xiv. 673; xy. 750). This is the 
story of Kadmos and Eurépé inverted, as happens : th the Grecian 
mythes. 

Homer calls Hermés ’Apyecdovrne ; but this epithet hardly affords sufff 
cient proof that he was acquainted with the mythe of 1d, as VOlcker sup 
poses : it cannot be traced higher than Hesiod. According to some authors, 
whom Cicero copies, it was on account of the murder of Argos that Hermés 
was obliged to leave Greece and go into Egypt: then it was that he taughi 
the Egyptians laws and letters (De Natur. Deor. iii. 22). 
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Argeian women, ani among them I6 the king’s daughter, coming 
on board to purchase, were seized and carried off by the crew, 
who sold J6 in Egypt.! The Pheenician antiquarians, however, 
while they admitted the circumstance that I6 had left her own 
gsuntry in one of their vessels, gave a different color to the whole 
by affirming that she emigrated voluntarily, having been engaged 
in an amour with the captain of the vessel, and fearing that her 
parents might come to the knowledge of her pregnancy. Both 
Persians and Pheenicians described the abduction of I6 as the 
first of a series of similar acts between Greeks and Asiatics, 
committed each in revenge for the preceding. First came the 
rape of Eurépé from Pheenicia by Grecian adventurers, — per- 
haps, as Herodotus supposed, by Krétans: next, the abduction 
of Médeia from Kolchis by Jason, which occasioned the retaliatory 
act of Paris, when he stole away Helena from Menelaos. Up to 
this point the seizures of women by Greeks from Asiatics, and 
by Asiatics from Greeks, had been equivalents both in number 
and in wrong. But the Greeks now thought fit to equip a vast 
conjoint expedition to recover Helen, in the course of which they 
took and sacked Troy. ‘The invasions of Greece by Darius and 
Xerxes were intended, according to the Persian antiquarians, as 
a long-delayed retribution for the injury inflicted on the Asiatics 
by Agamemnon and his followers.2 

The account thus given of the adventures of 16, when con- 
trasted with the genuine legend, is interesting, as it tends to illus- 


‘The story in Parthénius (Narrat. 1) is built upon this version of I6’s 
adventures. 

? Herodot. i. 1-6. Pausanias (ii. 15, 1) will not undertake to determine 
whether the account given by Herodotus, or that of the old legend, respect- 
ing the cause which carried 16 from Argos to Egypt, is the true one: Ephorus 
(ap. Schol. Apoll. Rhod. ii. 168) repeats the abduction of I6 to Egypt, by the 
Pheenicians, subjoining a strange account of the Etymology of the name 
Bosporus. The remarks of Plutarch on the narrative of Herodotus are 
curious : he adduces as one proof of the kaxo7Sera (bad feeling) of Herod- 
otus, that the latter inserts so discreditable a narrative respecting 10, daugh- 
wer of Inachus, “ whom all Greeks believe to have been divinized by foreign- 
ers, to have given name to seas and straits, and to be the source of the most 
Mustrious regal families.” He also blames Herodotus for rejecting Epaphas, 
Ié, Iasas and Argos, as highest members of the Perseid genealogy. He 


calls Herodotus ¢cAoBapBapog (Plutarch, De Malign. Herodoti, ¢. xi. xii. xiv 
ep. 856, 857). 
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trate the phenomenon which early Grecian history is constantly 
presenting to us, —: tlle way in which the epical furniture of an 
unknown past is recast and newly colored so as to meet those 
changes which take place in the retrospective feelings of the 
present. The religious and poetical character of the old legend 
disappears: nothing remains except the names of persons and 
places, and the voyage from Argos to Egypt: we have in exchange 
a sober, quasi-historical narrative, the value of which consists in 
its bearing on the grand contemporary conflicts between Persia 
and Greece, which filled the imagination of Herodotus and his 
readers. 

To proceed with the genealogy of the kings of Argos, Iasus 
was succeeded by Krotépus, son of his brother Agénér; Kroté- 
pus by Sthenelas, and he again by Gelanor.! In the reign of the 
latter, Danaos came with his fifty daughters from Egypt to 
Argos; and here we find another of those romantic adventures 
which so agreeably decorate the barrenness of the mythical gen- 
ealogies. Danaos and Agyptos were two brothers descending 
from Epaphos, son of 16: A/gyptos had fifty sons, who were 
eager to marry the fifty daughters of Danaos, in spite of the 
strongest repugnance of the latter. To escape such a necessity, 
Danaos placed his fifty daughters on board of a penteconter (or 
vessel with fifty oars) and sought refuge at Argos; touching in 
his voyage at the island of Rhodes, where he erected a statue of 
Athéné at Lindos, which was long exhibited as a memorial of his 


1 Tt would be an unprofitable fatigue to enumerate the multiplied and irre- 
concilable discrepancies in regard to every step of this old Argeian geneal. 
ogy. Whoever desires to see them brought together, may consult Schubart, 
Questiones in Antiquitatem Heroicam, Marpurg, 1832, capp. 1 and 2. 

The remarks which Schubart makes (p. 35) upon Petit-Radel’s Chrono- 
logical Tables will be assented to by those who follow the unceasing string 
of contradictions, without any sufficient reason to believe that any one of 
them is more worthy of trust than the remainder, which he has cited: — 
“Videant alii, quomodo genealogias heroicas, et chronologie rationes, in 
concordiam redigant. Ipse abstineo, probe persuasus, stemmata vera, his- 
tori fide comprobata, in systema chronologiz redigi posse: at ore per 
secula tradita, a poctis reficta, sepe mutata, prout fabula postulare videba 
tar, ab historiarum deinde conditoribus restituta, scilicet, brevi, qualia 
prostant stemmata — chronologie secundum “nnos distribute vincul: semper 


recusatura esse.” 
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passage. /Egyptos and his sons followed them to Argos and still 
pressed their suit, to which Danaos found himself compelled to 
assent; but on the wedding night he furnished each of his daugh- 
ters with a dagger, and enjoined them to murder their husbands 
during the hour of sleep. His orders were obeyed by all, with 
the single exception of Hypermnéstra, who preserved her hus- 
band Lynkeus, incurring displeasure and punishment from her 
father. He afterwards, however, pardoned her; and when, by 
the voluntary abdication of Gelanér, he became king of Argos, 
Lynkeus was recognized as his son-in-law and ultimately suc- 
ceeded him. The remaining daughters, having been purified by 
Athéné and Hermés, were given in marriage to the victors in a 
gymnic contest publicly proclaimed. From Danaos was derived 
the name of Danai, applied to the inhabitants of the Argeian 
territory,! and to the Homeric Greeks generally. 

From the legend of the Danaides we pass to two barren names 
of kings, Lynkeus and his son Abas. The two sons of Abas 
were Akrisios and Proetos, who, after much dissension, divided 
between them the Argeian territory; Akrisios ruling at Argos, 
and Preetos at Tiryns. The families of both formed the theme 
of romantic stories. To pass over for the present the legend of 
Bellerophon, and the unrequited passion which the wife of Proetos 
conceived for him, we are told that the daughters of Proetos, 
beautiful, and solicited in marriageby suitors from all Greece. 
were smitten with leprosy and driven mad, wandering in unseemly 
guise throughout Peloponnésus. The visitation had overtaken 
them, according to Hesiod, because they refused to take part in 
the Bacchic rites; according to Pherekydés and the Argeian 
Akusilaus,? because they had treated scornfully the wooden statue 


* Apollod. ii. 1. The Supplices of Aischylus is the commencing drama 
of a trilogy on this subject of the Danaides, — ‘Ikerides, Aiyorriot, Aavai- 
dec. Welcker, Griechisch. Tragédien, vol. i. p. 48: the two latter are lost. 
The old epic poem called Danais or Danaides, which is mentioned in the 
Tabula Iliaca as containing 5000 verses, has perished, and is unfortunately 
very little alluded to: see Dintzer, Epic. Grac. Fragm. p. 3; Welcker, Der 
Episch. Kyklus, p. 35. 

* Apollod. 1.c.; Pherekyd. ap. Schol. Hom. Odyss. xv. 225; Hesiod, 
Fragm. Marktsch. Fr. 36, 37, 388. These Fragments belong to the Hesiodic 
Catalogue of Women: Apollodérus seems to refer to some other of the 


numerous Hesiodiz poems. Diodorus (iy. 68) assigns the anger of Diony 
609 as the cause. 
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and simple equipments of Héré: the religious character of the 
old legend here displays itself in a remarkable manner. Unable 
to cure his daughters, Preetos invoked the aid of the renowned 
Pylian prophet and leech, Melampus son of Amythaén, who 
undertook to remove the malady on condition of being rewarded 
with the third part of the kingdom. Proetos indignantly refused 
these conditious: but the state of his daughters becoming aggra- 
vated and intolerable, he was compelled again to apply to 
Melampus ; who, on the second request, raised his demands still 
higher, and required another third of the kingdom for his brother 
Bias. These terms being acceded to, he performed his part of 
the covenant. He appeased the wrath of Héré by prayer and 
sacrifice; or, according to another account, he approached the 
deranged women at the head of a troop of young men, with 
shouting and ecstatic dance, — the ceremonies appropriate to the 
Bacchie worship of Dionysos, — and in this manner effected their 
cure. Melampus, a name celebrated in many different Grecian 
mythes, is the legendary founder and progenitor of a great and 
long-continued family of prophets. He and his brother Bias 
became kings of separate portions of the Argeian territory: he 
is recognized as ruler there even in the Odyssey, and the prophet 
Theoklymenos, his grandson, is protected and carried to Ithaca 
by Telemachus.! Herodotus also alludes to the cure of the 
women, and to the double kingdom of Melampus and Bias in the 
Argeian land: he recognizes Melampus as the first person who 
introduced to the knowledge of the Greeks the name and wor- 
ship of Dionysos, with its appropriate sacrifices and phallic pro- 
cessions. Here again he historicizes various features of the old 
legend in a manner not unworthy of notice.? 

But Danaé, the daughter of Akrisios, with her son Perseus 


1 Odyss. xv. 240-256. 

* Herod. ix. 34; ii. 49: compare Pausan. ii. 18,4. Instead of the Pree- 
tides, or daughters of Preetos, it is the Argeian women generally whom he 
represents Melampus as having cured, and the Aigeians generally who send 
to Pylus to invoke his aid: the heroic personality wnich pervades the prim- 
itive story has disappeared. 

Kallimachus notices the Preetid virgins as the parties suffering from 
madness, but he treats Artemis as the healing influence (Hymn. ad Dianam 


235). 
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acquired still greater celebrity than her cousins the Proetides 
An oracle had apprized Akrisios that his daughter would give 
birth to a son by whose hand he would himself be slain. To 
guard against this danger, he imprisoned Danaé in a chamber of 
brass under ground. But the god Zeus had become amorous of 
her, and found means to descend through the roof in the form of 
a shower of gold: the consequence of his visits was the birth of 
Perseus. When Akrisios discovered that his daughter had given 
existence to a son, he enclosed both the mother and the child ina 
coffer, which he cast into the sea,!. The coffer was carried to the 
isle of Seriphos, where Diktys, brother of the king Polydektés, 
fished it up, and rescued both Danaé and Perseus. The exploits 
of Perseus, when he grew up, against the three Phorkides or 
daughters of Phorkys, and the three Gorgons, are among the 
most marvellous and imaginative in all Grecian legend: they 
bear a stamp almost Oriental. I shall not here repeat the details 
of those unparalleled hazards which the special favor of Athéné en- 
abled him to overcome, and which ended in his bringing back from 
Libya the terrific head of the Gorgon Medusa, endued with the 
property of turning every one who looked upon it into stone. In 
his return, he rescued Andromeda, daughter of Képheus, who 
had been exposed to be devoured by a sea-monster, and brought 
her back as his wife. Akrisios trembled to see him after this 
victorious expedition, and retired into Thessaly to avoid him ; but 
Perseus followed him thither, and having succeeded in calming 
his apprehensions, became competitor in a gymnic contest where 
his grandfather was among the spectators. By an incautious 
swing of his quoit, he unintentionally struck Akrisios, and caused 
his death: the predictions of the oracle were thus at last fulfilled. 
Stang with remorse at the catastrophe, and unwilling to return to 
Argos, which had been the principality of Akrisios, Perseus 
made an exchange with Megapenthés, son of Proetos king of 
Tiryns. Megapenthés became king of Argos, and Perseus of 
Tiryns: moreover, the latter founded, within ten miles of Argos, 
the far-famel city of Mykéne. The massive walls of this city, 


‘The beautiful fragment of Simonidés (Fragm. vii. ed. Gaisford. Poet. 
Min.), describing Danaé and the child thus exposed. is familiar to every 
elassical reader. 
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like those of Tiryns, of which remains are yet to be seen, were 
built for him by the Lykian Cyclépes.! 

We here reach the commencement of the Perseid dynasty of 
Mykénz. It should be noticed, however, that there were among 
the ancient legends contradictory accounts of the foundation of 
this city. Both the Odyssey and the Great Eoiai enumerated, 
among the heroines, Mykéné, the Eponyma of the city; the 
former poem classifying her with Tyré and Alkméné, the latter 
describing her as the daughter of Inachus and wife of Arestér. 
And Akusilaus mentioned an Eponymus Mykéneus, the son of 
Spart6n and grandson of Phoréneus.2 

The prophetic family of Melampus maintained itself in one 
of the three parts of the divided Argeian kingdom for five gene- 
rations, down to Amphiaraos and his sons Alkmedén and Amphi 
lochos. The dynasty of his brother Bias, and that of Megapen- 
thés, son of Prcetos, continued each for four generations: a list 
of barren names fills up the interval.3 The Perseids of Mykéne 
boasted a descent long and glorious, heroic as well as historical, 
continuing down to the last sovereigns of Sparta.4 The issue of 
Perseus was numerous: his son Alkeos was father of Amphi- 
tryén; another of his sons, Elektry6n, was father of Alkméné ;> a 
third, Sthenelos, father of Eurystheus. 

After the death of Perseus, Alkzos and Amphitryén dwelt at 
Tiryns. The latter became engaged in a quarrel with Elektry6én 


1 Paus. ii. 15,4; ii. 16,5. Apollod. ii. 2. Pherekyd. Fragm. 26, Dind. 

2 Odyss. ii. 120. Hesiod. Fragment. 154. Marktscheff. — Akusil. Fragm, 
16. Pausan. ii. 16,4. Hekatszeus derived the name of the town from the 
woxne of the sword of Perseus (Fragm. 360, Dind.). The Schol. ad Eurip. 
Orest. 1247, mentions Mykéneus as son of Sparton, but grandson of Phégeus 
the brother of Phor6neus. 

3 Pausan. ii. 18, 4. 4 Herodot. vi. 53. 

5 In the Hesiodic Shield of Héraklés, Alkméné is distinctly mentioned as 
daughter of Elektry6n; the genealogical poet, Asios, called her the daugh- 
ter of Amphiaraos and Eriphyle (Asii Fragm. 4, ed. Markt. p. 412). The 
date of Asios cannot be precisely fixed; but he may be probably assigned to 
an epoch between the 30th and 40th Olympiad. 

Asios must have adopted a totally different legend respecting the birth 
of Héreklés and the circumstances preceding it, among which the deaths of 
her father and brothers are highly influential. Nor could he have accepted 
the received chronology of the sieges of Thébes and Troy. 
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_ respecting cattle, and in a fit of passion killed him :’ moreover 
the piratical Taphians from the west coast of Akarnania invaded 
the country, and slew the sons of Elektryén, so that Alkméné 
alone was left of that family. She was engaged to wed Amphi- 
try6n ; but she bound him by oath not to consummate the mar- 
riage until he had avenged upon the Télebox the death of her 
brothers. Amphitryén, compelled to flee the country as the 
murderer of his uncle, took refuge in Thébes, whither Alkméné 
accompanied him: Sthenelos was left in possession of Tiryns. 
The Kadmeians of Thébes, together with the Locrians and Pho- 
cians, supplied Amphitryén with troops, which he conducted 
against the Téleboe and the Taphians:? yet he could not have 
subdued them without the aid of Komethd, daughter of the 
Taphian king Pterelaus, who conceived a passion for him, and 
cut off from her father’s head the golden lock to which Poseidén 
had attached the gift of immortality.3 Having conquered and 
expelled his enemies, Amphitry6n returned to Thébes, impatient 
to consummate his marriage: but Zeus on the wedding-night 
assumed his form and visited Alkméné before him: he had deter- 
mined to produce from her a son superior to all his prior offspring, 
— “aspecimen of invincible force both to gods and men.”4 At the 
proper time, Alkméné was delivered of twin sons: Héraklés 
the offspring of Zeus, —the inferior and unhonored Iphiklés, 
offspring of Amphitry6n.5 

When Alkméné was on the point of being delivered at Thébes, 
Zeus publicly boasted among the assembled gods, at the instiga- 
tion of the mischief-making Até, that there was on that day about 


* So runs the old legend in the Hesiodic Shield of Héraklés (12-82). 
Apollodérus (or Pherekydés, whom he follows) softens it down, and repre- 
sents the death of ElektryOn as accidentally caused by Amphitryén 
(Apollod. it. 4,6. Pherekydés, Fragm. 27, Dind.) 

* Hesiod, Scut. Herc. 24. Theocrit. Idyll. xxiv. 4. Teleboas, the Epo- 
nym of these marauding people, was son of Poseidén (Anaximander ap. 
Athenee. xi. p. 498). 

8 Apolled. ii. 4,7. Compare the fable of Nisus at Megara, infra, chap 
xii. p. 302. 

“Hesiod, Scut. Here. 29. d¢pa Seoiaw ’Avdpaor 7’ GAgvorzow dphe 
dAxrijpa surebtor. 

* Hesiod. Sc. H. 50-56, 
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# be born on earth, from his breed, a son who should rule over 
all his neighbors. Héré treated this as an empty boast, calling 
upon him to bind himself by an irremissible oath that the pre- 
diction should be realized. Zeus incautiously pledged his sol- 
emn word ; upon which Héré darted swiftly down from Olympus 
to the Achaic Argos, where the wife of Sthenelos (son of Per- 
seus, and therefore grandson of Zeus) was already seven months 
gone with child. By the aid of the Eileithyiz, the special god- 
desses of parturition, she caused Eurystheus, the son of Sthene- 
los, to be born before his time on that very day, while she 
retarded the delivery of Alkméné. Then returning to Olympus, 
she announced the fact to Zeus: “The good man Eurystheus, 
son of the Perseid Sthenelos, is this day born of thy loins: the 
sceptre of the Argeians worthily belongs to him.” Zeus was 
thunderstruck at the consummation which he had improvidently 
bound himself to accomplish. He seized Até his evil counsellor 
by the hair, and hurled her forever away from Olympus: but he 
had no power to avert the ascendency of Eurystheus and the 
servitude of Héraklés. “ Many a pang did he suffer, when he 
saw his favorite son going through his degrading toil in the tasks 
imposed upon him by Eurystheus.”! 

The legend, of unquestionable antiquity, here transcribed from 
the Iliad, is one of the most pregnant and characteristic in the 
Grecian mythology. It explains, according to the religious ideas 
familiar to the old epic poets, both the distinguishing attributes 
and the endless toil and endurances of Héraklés,—the most 
renowned and most ubiquitous of all the semi-divine personages 
worshipped by the Hellénes, —a being of irresistible force, and 
especially beloved by Zeus, yet condemned constantly to labor 
for others and to obey the commands of a worthless and cowardly 
persecutor. His recompense is reserved to the close of his career, 
when his afflicting trials are brought to a close: he is then 
admitted to the godhead and receives in marriage Hébé.2 The 


Homer, Iliad, xix. 90-133 ; also viii. 361. — 
Tyv alet orevayecy’, 59 &dv didov vidv dporo 
"Epyov detkéc Exovta, br’ Eipvodiog aédAwv. 
2 Hesiod, Theogon. 951, reAéoac orovoevtac aédAove. Hom. Odyss. xt, 
620; Hesiod, Eos, Fragm. 24, Diintzer, p. 36, tovnodrarov kal apiorov 
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twelve labors, as they are called, too notorious to be here detailed, 
form a very small fraction of the exploits of this mighty being, 
which filled the Hérakleian epics of the ancient poets. He is 
found not only in most parts of Hellas, but throughout all the 
-ther regions then known to the Greeks, from Gadés to the river 
Thermod6n in the Euxine and to Scythia, overcoming all diffi- 
culties and vanquishing all opponents. Distinguished families 
are everywhere to be traced who bear his patronymic, and glory in 
the belief that they are his descendants. Among Achzans, Kad- 
meians, and Dérians, Héraklés is venerated: the latter especially 
reat him as their principal hero, — the Patron Hero-God of the 
race: the Hérakleids form among all Dorians a privileged gens, 
in which at Sparta the special lineage of the two kings was 
included. 

His character lends itself to mythes countless in number as 
well as disparate in their character. The irresistible force 
remains constant, but it is sometimes applied with reckless vio- 
lence against friends as well as enemies, sometimes devoted to 
the relief of the oppressed. The comic writers often brought 
him out as a coarse and stupid glutton, while the Athénian phi- 
losopher Prodikos, without at all distorting the type, extracted 
from it the simple, impressive, and imperishable apologue still 
known as the Choice of Hercules. 

After the death and apotheosis of Héraklés, his son Hyllos 
and his other children were expelled and persecuted by Eurys- 
theus: the fear of his vengeance deterred both the Trachinian 
king Kéyx and the Thébans from harboring them, and the 
Athénians alone were generous enough to brave the risk of offer- 
ing them shelter. Kurystheus invaded Attica, but perished in 
the attempt by the hand of Hyllos, or by that of Iolaos, the old 
companion and nephew of Héraklés.! The chivalrous courage 
which the Athénians had on this occasion displayed in behalf of 
oppressed innocence, was a favorite theme for subsequent eulogy 
by Attic poets and orators. 

All the sons of Eurystheus lost their lives in the battle along 
with him, so that the Perseid family was now represented only 
by the Hérakleids, who collected an army and endeavored to 


—< 


‘ Apollod. ii. 8,1 Hezats. ap. Longin. c. 27; Diodér. iv. 57 
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recover the possessions from which they had been expelled. The 
united forces of Idnians, Achzans, and Arcadians, then inhabit- 
ing Peloponnésus. met the invaders at the isthmus, when Hyllos, 
the eldest of the suns of Héraklés, proposed that the contest 
should be determined by a single combat between himself and 
any champion of the opposing army. It was agreed, that if 
Hyllos were victorious, the Hérakleids should be restored to 
their possessions —if he were vanquished, that they should 
forego all claim for the space of a hundred years, or fifty years, 
or three generations,— for in the specification of the time, 
accounts differ. Echemos, the hero of Tegea in Arcadia, ac- 
cepted the challenge, and Hyllos was slain in the encounter; in 
consequence of which the Hérakleids retired, and resided along 
with the Dorians under the protection of AXgimios, son of Dérus.! 
As soon as the stipulated period of truce had expired, they 
renewed their attempt upon Peloponnésus conjointly with the 
Dorians, and with complete success: the great Dérian establish- 
ments of Argos, Sparta, and Messénia were the result. The 
details of this victorious invasion will be hereafter recounted. 

Sikyon, Phlios, Epidauros, and Treezen? all boasted of 
respected eponyms and a genealogy of dignified length, not 
exempt from the usual discrepancies —but all just as much 
entitled to a place on the tablet of history as the more renowned 
Xolids or Hérakleids. I omit them here because I wish to 
impress upon the reader’s mind the salient features and character 
of the legendary world,—not to load his memory with a full 
list of legendary names. 


1 Herodot. ix. 26; Diodor. iv. 58. 

2 Pansan. ii. 5,5; 12,5; 26,3. His statements indicate how much the 
predominance of a powerful neighbor like Argos tended to alter the geneal 
ogies cf these inferior towns. 
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CHAPTER V. 
DEUKALION, HELLEN, AND SONS OF HELLEN. 


In the Hesiodic Theogony, as well as in the “ Works and 
Days,” the legend of Prométheus and Epimétheus presents an 
import religious, ethical, and social, and in this sense it is carried 
forward by Adschylus; but to neither of the characters is any 
genealogical function assigned. The Hesiodic Catalogue of 
Women brought both of them into the stream of Grecian legend- 
ary lineage, representing Deukalién as the son of Prométheus 
and Pandora, and seemingly his wife Pyrrha as daughter of 
Epimétheus.! 

Deukalién is important in Grecian mythical narrative under 
two points of view. First, he is the person specially saved at 
the time of the general deluge: next, he is the father of Hellén, 
the great eponym of the Hellenic race; at least this was the 
more current story, though there were other statements which 
made Hellén the son of Zeus. 

The name of Deukalién is originally connected with the 
Lokrian towns of Kynos and Opus, and with the race of the 
Leleges, but he appears finally as settled in Thessaly, and ruling 
in the portion of that country called Phthidtis.2 According to 
what seems to have been the old legendary account, it is the 


1 Schol. ad Apollén, Rhod. iii. 1085. Other accounts of the genealogy 
of Deukalién are given in the Schol. ad Homer. Odyss. x. 2, on the author 
ity both of Hesiod and Akusilaus. 

2 Hesiodic Catalog. Fragm. xi.; Gaisf. lxx. Dantzer — 


“Hror yap Aoxpo¢ Achéyov jynoatro Aad, 
Tove pa more Kpovidne Zede, dpSita pjdea eidcr, 
Aextovc ék yaine Adac trépe AcvKadiove. 


The reputed lineage of Deukalién continued in Phthia down to the time 
of Diksarchus, if we may judge from the old Phthiot Pherekratés, whom 
he introduced in one of his dialogues as a disputant, and whom he expressly 
announced as a descendant of Deukalién (Cicero, Tuscul. Disp. i. 10). 
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deluge which transferred him from the one to the other; but ac 
cording to another statement, framed in more historicizing times, 
he conducted a body of Kurétes and Leleges into Thessaly, and 
expelled the prior Pelasgian occupants.! 

The enormous iniquity with which earth was contaminated — 
as Apollodorus says, by the then existing brazen race, or as 
others say, by the fifty monstrous sons of Lykaén — provoked 
Zeus to send a general deluge.2 An unremitting and terrible 
rain laid the whole of Greece under water, except the highest 
mountain-tops, whereon a few stragglers found refuge. Deuka- 
lion was saved in a chest or ark, which he had been forewarned 
by his father Prométheus to construct. After floating for nine 
days on the water, he at length landed on the summit of Mount 
Parnassus. Zeus having sent Hermés to him, promising to grant 
whatever he asked, he prayed that men and companions might 
be sent to him in his solitude: accordingly Zeus directed both 
him and Pyrrha to cast stones over their heads: those cast by 
Pyrrha became women, those by Deukalién men. And thus the 
“stony race of men” (if we may be allowed to translate an ety- 
mology which the Greek language presents exactly, and which 
has not been disdained by Hesiod, by Pindar, by Epicharmus, 
and by Virgil) came to tenant the soil of Greece.3 Deukalién 


! The latter account is given by Dionys. Halic. i. 17; the former seems to 
have been given by Hellanikus, who affirmed that the ark after the deluge 
stopped upon Mount Othrys, and not upon Mount Parnassus (Schol. Pind. 
ut. sup.) the former being suitable for a settlement in Thessaly. 

Pyrrha is the eponymous heroine of Pyrrhza or Pyrrha, the ancient name 
of aportion of Thessaly (Rhianus, Fragm. 18. p. 71, ed, Dintzer). 

Hellanikus had written a work, now lost, entitled AevaaArovera: all the 
fragments of it which are cited have reference to places in Thessaly, Lokris 
and Phokis. See Preller, ad Hellanitum, p. 12 (Dorpt. 1840). Probably 
Hellanikus is the main source of the important position occupred by Deuka- 
lién in Grecian legend. Thrasybulus and Akestodérus represented Den- 
kalién as having founded the oracle of Dédona, immediately after the deluge 
(Etm. Mag. v. Awdwraioc). 

? Apollodérus connects this deluge with the wickedness of the brazen race 
in Hesiod, according to the practice general with the logographers of string- 
ing together a sequence out of legends totally unconnected with each other 
Cee 

u eae Fragm. 135. ed. Markts. ap. Strabo. vii. p. 322, where the word 
Adac, proposed by Heyne as the reading of the unintelligible text, appears to 
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on landing from the ark sacrificed a grateful offering to Zeua 
Phyxios, or the God of escape ; he also erected altars in Thessaly 
to the twelve great gods of Olympus.! 

The reality of this deluge was firmly believed throughout the 
historical ages of Greece: the chronologers, reckoning up by gen- 
ealogies, assigned the exact date of it, and placed it at the same 
time as the conflagration of the world by the rashness of Phae- 
ton, during the reign of Krotopas king of Argus, the seventh 
from Inachus.2. The meteorological work of Aristotle admits and 
reasons upon this deluge as an unquestionable fact, though he 
alters the locality by placing it west of Mount Pindus, near Do 
dona and the river Acheléus.3 He at the same time treats it as 
a physical phenomenon, the result of periodical cycles in the 
atmosphere, thus departing from the religious character of the 
old legend, which described it as a judgment inflicted by Zeus 
upon a wicked race. Statements founded upon this event were 
in circulation throughout Greece even to a very late date. The 
Megarians affirmed that Megaros, their hero, son of Zeus by a 
local nymph, had found safety from the waters on the lofty sum- 


me preferable to any of the other suggestions. Pindar, Olymp. ix. 47. 
Arep & Ebvdc duddapov Krynoaoday Aidivov yovov: Aaol 0’ avéuacdev, 
Virgil, Georgic i. 63. “Unde homines nati, durum genus.” Epicharmus ap. 
Schol. Pindar. Olymp. ix. 56. Hygin. f. 153. Philochorus retained the ety 
mology, though he gave a totally different fable, nowise connected with 
Deukalion, to account for it; a curious proof how pleasing it was to the 
fancy of the Greek (see Schol. ad Pind. 1. c. 68). 

1 Apollod. i. 7,2. Hellanic. Fragm. 15. Didot. Hellanikus affirmed that 
the ark rested on Mount Othrys, not on Mount Parnassus (Fragm. 16. Didot). 
Servius (ad Virgil. Eclog. vi. 41) placed it on Mount Athos — Hyginus (f. 
153) on Mount Aitna. 

2 Tatian adv. Greec. c. 60, adopted both by Clemens and Eusebius. The 
Parian marble placed this deluge in the reign of Kranaos at Athens, 752 
years before the first recorded Olympiad, and 1528 years before the Christian 
sera; Apollodérus also places it in the reign of Kranaos, and in that of 
Nyctimus in Arcadia (iii. 8, 2; 14, 5). 

The deluge and the ekpyrosis or conflagration are connected together also 
in Servius ad Virgil. Bucol. vi. 41: he refines both of them into a “muta 
tionem temporum.” 

5 Aristot. Meteorol. i.14. Justin rationalizes the fable by telling us that 
Deukalién was king of Thessaly, who provided shelter and protection te 
the fugitives from the deluge (ii. 6, 11) 
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mit of their mountain Geraneia, which had not been completely 
submerged. And in the magnificent temple of the Olympian 
Zeus at Athens, a cavity in the earth was shown, through which 
it was affirmed that the waters of the deluge had retired. Even in 
the time of Pausanias, the priests poured into this cavity holy 
offerings of meal and honey.! In this, as in other parts of Greece, 
the idea of the Deukalionian deluge was blended with the reli- 
gious impressions of the people and commemorated by their sa- 
cred ceremonies. 

The offspring of Deukalién and Pyrrha were two sons, Hellén 
and Amphiktyon, and a daughter, Protogeneia, whose son by 
Zeus was Aéthlius: it was however maintained by many, that 
Hellen was the son of Zeus and not of Deukalién. Hellén had 
by a nymph three sons, Dorus, Xuthus, and Molus. He gave 
to those who had been before called Greeks,2 the name of Hel- 
lénes, and partitioned his terrritory among his three children. 
Eolus reigned in Thessaly; Xuthus received Peloponnésus, 
and had by Creiisa as his sons, Achwus and Ién; while Dérus 
occupied the country lying opposite to the Peloponnésus, on the 
northern side of the Corinthian Gulf. These three gave to the 
inhabitants of their respective countries the names of olians, 
Achzans and Jénians, and Dorians.$ 

Such is the genealogy as we find it in Apollodérus. In so far 
as the names and filiation are concerned, many points in it are 
given differently, or implicitly contradicted, by Euripidés and 
other writers. Though as literal and personal history it deserves 


1 Pausan. i. 18,7; 40,1. According to the Parian marble (s. 5), Deuka- 
lidn had come to Athens after the deluge, and had there himself founded the 
temple of the Olympian Zeus. The etymology and allegorization of the 
names of Deukalién and Pyrrha, given by VOlcker in his ingenious Mytho- 
logie des Iapetischen Geschlechts (Giessen, 1824), p. 343, appears to me not 
at all convincing. 

2 Such is the statement of Apollodorus (i. 7,3); but I cannot bring my: 
self to believe that the name (I'paixo?) Greeks is at all old in the legend, or 
that the passage of Hesiod, in which Graecus and Latins purport to be 
mentioned, is genuine. 

See Hesiod, Theogon. 1013. and Catalog. Fragm. xxix. ed. Gottling 
with the note of Gottling ; also Wachsmuth, Hellen. Alterth. i. 1. p, 311, and 
Bernhardy, Griech, Literat. y>1, i, p, 167- 

3 Apollod. i, 7, 4. 
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no notice, its import is both intelligible and comprehensive. Ti 
expounds and symbolizes the first fraternal aggregation of Hel- 
lénic men, together with their territorial distribution and the in- 
stitutions which they collectively venerated. 

There were two great holding-points in common for every sec- 
tion of Greeks. One was the Amphiktyonic assembly, which 
met half-yearly, alternately at Delphi and at Thermopyiz; ori- 
ginally and chiefly for common religious purposes, but indirectly 
and occasionally embracing political and social objects along with 
them. The other was, the public festivals or games, of which 
the Olympic came first in importance; next, the Pythian, Ne- 
mean and Isthmian, — institutions which combined religious so- 
lemnities with recreative effusion and hearty sympathies, in a man- 
ner so imposing and so unparalleled. Amphikty6On represents the 
first of these institutions, and Aéthlius the second. As the Am- 
phiktyonic assembly was always especially connected with Ther- 
mopyle and Thessally, Amphikty6n is made the son of the Thes- 
salian Deukalién; but as the Olympic festival was nowise locally 
zonnected with Deukalion, Aéthlius is represented as having Zeus 
jor his father, and as touching Deukalion only through the mater- 
nal line. It will be seen presently, that the only matter predi- 
rated respecting Aéthlius is, that he settled in the territory of 
Elis, and begat Endymién: this brings him into local contact with 
the Olympic games, and his function is then ended. 

Having thus got Hellas as an aggregate with its main cement- 
ing forces, we march on to its subdivision into parts, through | 
Kolus, Dérus and Xuthus, the three sons of Hellen;! a distribu- 
tion which is far from being exhaustive: nevertheless, the gene- 
alogists whom Apollodérus follows recognize no more than three 
sons. 

The genealogy is essentially post-Homeric ; for Homer knows 
Hellas and the Hellénes only in connection with a portion of 


' How literally and implicitly even the ablest Greeks believed in epony- 
mous persons, such as Hellén and én, as the real progenitors of the races 
called after him, may be seen by this, that Aristotle gives this common de 
scemt as the definition of yévoc (Metaphysic. iv. p. 118, Brandis) :— 

Tévog Aéyerat, Td wiv ...... TO 08, ad? ob dv dor mpOrov Kivicavtog 64 
TO eivat. Obra yup réyovTa: of piv, “EAAnvec Td yévoc, of 8, “lwveg: TO, ab 
uzy a0"EAAnvoc, of d3 and “lovoe, elvat TPOTOV YEvv_cavTog. 
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Achaia Phthidtis. But as it is recognized in the Hesiodic Cata- 
4ogue!—etmposed probably within the first century after the 
commencement of recorded Olympiads, or before 676 8. c.— the 
peculiarities of it, dating from so early a period, deserve much 
attention. We may remark, first, that it seems to exhibit to us 
Dorus and olus as the only pure and genuine offspring of Hel. 
lén. For their brother Xuthus is not enrolled as an eponymus; he 
neither founds nor names any people; it is only his sons Achzeus 
and Ion, after his blood has been mingled with that of the 
Erechtheid Kretisa, who become eponyms and founders, each of 
his own separate people. Next, as to the territorial distribution, 
Xuthus receives Peloponnésus from his father, and unites him- 
self with Attica (which the author of this genealogy seems to 
have conceived as originally unconnected with Hellén) by his 
marriage with the daughter of the indigenous hero, Erechtheus. 
The issue of this marriage, Acheus and I6n, present to us the 
population of Peloponnésus and Attica conjointly as related 
among themselves by the tie of brotherhood, but as one degree 
more distant both from Dorians aud /Molians. Molus reigns over 
the regions about Thessaly, and called the people in those parts 
Kolians ; while Dorus occupies “the country over against Pelo- 
ponnésus on the opposite side of the Corinthian Gulf,” and calls 
the inhabitants after himself, Dérians.2 It is at once evident that 


1 Hesiod, Fragm. 8. p. 278, ed. Marktsch.— 
"EAAnvoc © éyévovto veutotorodAos BactAnes 
Adpéc Te, Rotd6c Te, Kai Alodog inmmoyapyng 
Alodidac 0’ éyévovto Yepeorirodro: BaciAjes 
Kp Sedo 70’ "Adapac kai Liovdoc alorounrne 
Saduwveds 7’ adtkoc Kai brépSuuoc Ilepigpne. 

2 Apollod. i. 7,3. “EAAnvoc dé kai Nvune ’Opanidos (%), A@pog, Eovvoc, 
Alodoc. Adbroc pév obv ad’ abrod rode Kkadovpévove Tpaixove mpoonyopevoev 
"EAAnvac, toic d& raiow éuéptoe THY XOpav. Kal Hovdoc piv AaBov riv 
TleAorévenoov, tk Kpeovone tie “EpeySéweo ’Ayatov éyévynoe kal “lwva, ag’ 
Ov ’Ayatot Kal "lwvec kadoivra. Adpoc b&, THY TEpav YOpay Iedo- 
movyvngov AaBdv, rode KaToikove ag éavtov Auwpreic eka- 
Reserv. Alodoc d3, BactAedwv Tv rept OeTTahiay Torwy, TOdE EvolKodyTay 
Aloheic mpoonyopevoe. 

Strabo (viii. p. 383) and Con5n (Narr. 27), who evidently copy from the 
same source, represent Dorus as going to settle in the territory properly 
known as Doris. 
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this designation is in no way applicable to the contined district 
between Parnassus and Cita, which alone is known by the name 
of Doris, and its inhabitants by that of Dérians, in the historical 
ages. In the view of the author of this genealogy, the Déorians 
are the original occupants of the large range of territory north 
of the Corinthian Gulf, comprising A®tolia, Phdkis, and the 
territory of the Ozolian Lokrians. And this farther harmonizes 
with the other legend noticed by Apollodérus, when he states 
that AXtolus, son of Endymion, having been forced to expatriate 
trom Peloponnésus, crossed into the Kurétid territory,! and was 
there hospitably received by Dérus, Laodokus and Polypetés, 
sons of Apollo and Phthia. He slew his hosts, acquired the ter- 
ritory, and gave to it the name of Autélia: his son Pleur6én mar- 
ried Xanthippé, daughter of Dérus ; while his other son, Kalydoén, 
marries A#olia, daughter of Amythaén. Here again we have the 
name of Dérus, or the Dérians, connected with the tract subse- 
quently termed AXtdlia. That Dorus should in one place be 
called the son of Apollo and Phthia, and in another place the son 
of Hellén by a nymph, will surprise no one accustomed to the 
fluctuating personal nomenclature of these old legends: moreover 
the name of Phthia is easy to reconcile with that of Hellén, as 
both are identified with the same portion of Thessaly, even from 
the days of the Iliad. 

This story, that the Dorians were at one time the occupants, or 
the chief occupants, of the range of territory between the river 
Achelous and the northern shore of the Corinthian Gulf, is at 
least more suitable to the facts attested by historical evidence 
than the legends given in Herodotus, who represents the Dorians 
as originally in the Phthidtid; then as passing under Dérus, the 
son of Hellén, into the Histizedtid, under the mountains of Ossa and 
Olympus; next, as driven by the Kadmeians into the regions of 
Pindus; from thence passing into the Dryopid territory, on Mount 
(Eta; lastly, from thence into Peloponnésus.2 The received 


LAnollod: sib 76:8 cAt TONG. Stee al: ovyov ei¢ tiv Kovonrida yopar, 
KTeivac Tove brodesapuévove OFiac Kai *ATOAAWVOC viodc, Adpov kat Aaddoxov 
cal IloAvroitny, ag éavrod tiv yopav Aitwhiav ékéddeoe. Again, i. 8, L 
TlAevpov (son of Aitélus) yjuac Ravdinnnv tiv Adpov, raida éyévvnaer 
Aynvepa. 

® Herod. i. 56 
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story was, that the great Dorian establishments in Peloponnésus 
were formed by invasion from the north, and that the invaders 
crossed the gulf from Naupaktus,—a statement which, however 
disputable with respect to Argos, seems highly probable in regard 
both to Sparta and Messénia. That the name of Dérians com- 
prehended far more than the inhabitants of the insignificant 
tetrapolis of Doris Proper, must be assumed, if we believe that 
they conquered Sparta and Messénia: both the magnitude of the 
conquest itself, and the passage of a large portion of them from 
Naupaktus, harmonize with the legend as given by Apollodérus, 
in which the Dorians are represented as the principal inhabitants 
of the northern shore of the gulf. The statements which we find 
in Herodotus, respecting the early migrations of the Doérians, 
have been considered as possessing greater historical value than 
those of the fabulist Apollodérus. But both are equally matter 
of legend, while the brief indications of the latter seem to be most 
in harmony with the facts which we afterwards find attested by 
history. 

It has already been mentioned that the genealogy which makes 
/Eolus, Xuthus and Dérus sons of Hellén, is as old as the 
Hesiodic Catalogue; probably also that which makes Hellén son 
of Deukalién. Aéthlius also is an Hesiodic personage: whether 
Amphikty6n be so or not, we have no proof.! They could not 
have been introduced into the legendary genealogy until after the 
Olympic games and the Amphiktyonic council had acquired an 


1 Schol. Apollon. Rhod. iv. 57. Tov d8 ’Evdupiova ’Hoiodog wiv ’AedAiov 
tov Ard¢g Kai Kadinne maida Aéyer......... Kai Ileicavdpoc dé ra abra 
gnot, kal ’Akovoidaoc, Kai Pepexidnyc, kat Nixavdpog év devtépy AitoAkov, 
kal Ocdroumoc¢ év ’"Erorotiace. 

Respecting the parentage of Hellén, the references to Hesiod are very con- 
fused. Compare Schol. Homer. Odyss. x. 2, and Schol. Apollon. Rhod. iii 
1086. See also Hellanic. Frag. 10. Didot. 

Apollodérus, and Pherekydés before him (Frag. 51. Didot), called Proto- 
geneia daughter of Deukalion; Pindar (Olymp. ix. 64) designated her as 
daughter of Opus. One of the stratagems mentioned by the Scholiast to get 
rid of this genealogical discrepancy was, the supposition ‘hat Deukalién had 
two names (ds@vvuoc) ; that he was also named Opus. (Schol. Pind. Olymp 
ix. 85). 

ae the Deukalids or posterity of Deukalién reigned in Thessaly, was 
mentioned by th by Hesiod and Hekateeus, ap. Schol, Apollon, Rhed. iv. 265 
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established ascendancy and universal reverence throughout 
Greece. 

Respecting Dorus the son of Hellén, we find neither legends 
nor legendary genealogy; respecting Xuthus, very little beyond 
the tale of Kreiisa and Ion, which has its place more naturally 
among the Attic fables. Achzus however, who is here represent- 
ed as the son of Xuthus, appears in other stories with very 
different parentage and accompaniments. According to the state- 
ment which we find in Dionysius of Halicarnassus, Achzus, 
Phthius and Pelasgus are sons of Poseidén and Larissa. They 
migrate from Peloponnésus into Thessaly, and distribute the 
Thessalian territory between them, giving their names to its 
principal divisions: their descendants in the sixth generation 
were driven out of that country by the invasion of Deukalion at 
the head of the Kurétes and the Leleges.! This was the story 
of those who wanted to provide an eponymus for the Achzans in 
the southern districts of Thessaly: Pausanias accomplishes the 
same object by different means, representing Achzus, the son of 
Xuthus as having gone back to Thessaly and occupied the portion 
of it to which his father was entitled. Then, by way of explain- 
ing how it was that there were Achzans at Sparta and at Argos, 
he tells us that Archander and Architelés, the sons of Archzus, 
came back from Thessaly to Peloponnésus, and married two 
daughters of Danaus: they acquired great influence at Argos and 
Sparta, and gave to the people the name of Acheans after their 
father Achzeus.2 


Euripidés also deviates very materially from the Hesiodic 


’ Dionys. H. A. R.i. 17. 

* Pausan. vii. 1, 1-3. Herodotus also mentions (ii. 97) Archander, son of 
Phthius and grandson of Acheus, who married the daughter of Danaus. 
Larcher (Essai sur la Chronologie d’Herodote, ch. x. p. 321) tells us that 
this cannot be the Danaus who came from Egypt, the father of the fifty 
daughters, who must have lived two centuries earlier, as may be proved by 
chronological arguments: this must be another Danaus, according to him. 

Strabo seems to give a different story respecting the Achzans in Pelepon- 
nésus: he says that they were the original population of the peninsula, that 
they came in from Phthia with Pelops, and inhabited Laconia, which was 
from them called Argos Achaicum, and that on the conquest of the Déorians, 
they moved into Achaia properly so called, expelling the Iénians therefrom 
(Strabo, viii p.365). This narrative is, I presume, borrowed from Ephorus 
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genealogy in respect to these eponymous persons. In the drama 
called Idn, he describes I6n as son of Kreiisa by Apollo, but 
adopted by Xuthus: according to him, the real sons of Kuthus 
and Kreiisa are Dorus and Achzus,! — eponyms of the Dorians 
and Achzans in the interior of Peloponnésus. And it is a still 
more capital point of difference, that he omits Hellén altogether 
— making Xuthus an Achean by race, the son of AZolus, who 
is the son of Zeus.2 This is the more remarkable, as in the 
fragments of two other dramas of Euripidés, the Melanippé and 
the Aolus, we find Hellén mentioned both as father of A®olus 
and son of Zeus. ‘To the general public even of the most 
instructed city of Greece, fluctuations and discrepancies in these 
mythical genealogies seem to have been neither surprising nor 
offensive. 


CHAPTER VI. 
THE EOLIDS, OR SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF EZOLUS. 


Ir two of the sons of Hellén, Dérus and Xuthus, present to us 
families comparatively unnoticed in mythieal narrative, the third 
son, Adolus, richly makes up for the deficiency. From him we 
pass to his seven sons and five daughters, amidst a great abun- 
dance of heroic and poetical incident. 

In dealing however with these extensive mythical families, it 
is necessary to observe, that the legendary world of Greece, in 
the manner in which it is presented to us, appears invested with 
a degree of symmetry and coherence which did not originally 
belong to it. or the old ballads and stories which were sung or 


1 Burip. Ion, 1590. ? Eurip. Ion, 64. 

3 See the Fragments of these two plays in Matthiae’s edition; compare 
Welcker, Griechisch. Tragéd. y. ii. p. 842. If we may judge from the Frag- 
ments of the Latin Melanippé of Ennius (see Fragm. 2, zd. Bothe), Helléu 
was introduced as one of the characters of the piece. 

al 
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recounted at the multiplied festivals of Greece, each on its own 
special theme, have been lost: the religious narrati. es, which the 
Exegétés of every temple had present to his memcry, explana- 
tory of the peculiar religious ceremonies and local customs in his 
own town or Déme, have passed away: all these primitive ele- 
ments, originally distinct and unconnected, are removed out of 
our sight, and we possess only an aggregate result, formed by 
many confluent streams of fable, and connected together by the 
agency of subsequent poets and logographers. Even the earliest 
agents in this work of connecting and systematizing — the Hesio- 
dic poets — have been hardly at all preserved. Our information 
respecting Grecian mythology is derived chiefly from the prose 
logographers who followed them, and in whose works, since a 
continuous narrative was above all things essential to them, the 
fabulous personages are woven into still more comprehensive 
pedigrees, and the original isolation of the legends still better 
disguised. Hekatzeus, Pherekydés, Hellanikus, and Akusilaus 
lived at a time when the idea cf Hellas as one great whole, com- 
posed of fraternal sections, was deeply rooted in the mind of 
every Greek; and when the fancy of one or a few great families, 
branching out widely from one common stem, was more popular 
and acceptable than that of a distinct indigenous origin in each of 
the separate districts. These logographers, indeed, have them- 
selves been lost; but Apollodérus and the various scholiasts, our 
great immediate sources of information respecting Grecian mytho- 
logy, chiefly borrowed from them : so that the legendary world of 
Greece is in fact known to us through them, combined with the 
dramatic and Alexandrine poets, their Latin imitators, and the 
still later class of scholiasts — except indeed such occasional 
glimpses as we obtain from the Iliad and the Odyssey, and the 
remaining Hesiodic fragments, which exhibit but too frequently a 
hopeless diversity when confronted with the narratives of the 
logographers. 

Though /Xolus (as has been already stated) is himself called 
the son of Hellén along with Dérus and Xuthus, yet tke legends 
concerning the Molids, far from being dependent upon this 
genealogy, are not all even coherent with it: moreover the name 
ef olus ja the legend is older than that of Hellén, inasmuch as 
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it occurs both in the Iliad and Odyssey.! Odysseus sees in the 
under-world the beautiful Tyro, daughter of Salméneus, and wife 
of Krétheus, son of Molus. 

AKolus is represented as having reigned in Thessaly: his seven 
sons were Krétheus, Sisyphus, Athamas, Salméneus, Deién, 
Magnés and Periérés: his five daughters, Canacé, Alcyoné, 
Peisidiké, Calycé and Perimédé. The fables of this race seem 
to be distinguished by a constant introduction of the god Posei- 
don, as well as by an unusual prevalence of haughty and _pre- 
sumptuous attributes among the Molid heroes, leading them to 
affront the gods by pretences of equality, and sometimes even by 
defiance. The worship of Poseidén must probably have been 
diffused and preéminent among a people with whom these legends 
originated. 


SECTION I.—SONS OF HOLUS. 


Salmoneus is not described in the Odyssey as son of Kolus, 
but he is so denominated both in the Hesiodic Catalogue, and by 
the subsequent logographers. His daughter Tyr6é became ena- 
moured of the river Enipeus, the most beautiful of all streams 
that traverse the earth: she frequented the banks assiduously, 
and there the god Poseidon found means to indulge his passion 
for her, assuming the character of the river god himself. The 
fruit of this alliance were the twin brothers, Pelias and Néleus: 
Tyr6 afterwards was given in marriage to her uncle Krétheus, 
another son of AZolus, by whom she had son, Pherés and Amy- 
thadn —all names of celebrity in the heroic legends? The 
adventures of Tyro formed the subject of an affecting drama ot 
Sophoklés, now lost, Her father had married a second wife, 
named Sidérd, whose cruel counsels induced him to punish and 
torture his daughter on account of her intercourse with Poseidon 
She was shorn of her magnificent hair, beaten and ill-used iz 


1 Yijad, vi. 154. Zlovdog AloAidne, ete. 

Again Odyss. xi. 234. — 
"Ev? 7rou mpitny Tupd idov eimatépecar, 
"H dGro Sakuwvjoe duipovog Exyovoc elvat, 
7 SF Kp Sjoc youn Eupevar AlLorAidaoc- 

® Homer, Odyss. xi. 234-257; xv, 226, 
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various ways, and confined in a loathsome dungecn. Unable te 
take care of her two children, she had been compelled to expose 
them immediately on their birth in a little boat on the river 
Enipeus; they were preserved by the kindness of a herdsman. 
and when grown up to manhood, rescued their mother, and 
revenged her wrongs by putting to death the iron-hearted Sidéro.! 
This pathetic tale respecting the long imprisonment of Tyre ig 
substituted by Sophoklés in place of the Homeric legend, which 
represented her to have become the wife of Krétheus and mother 
of a numerous offspring.? 

Her father, the unjust Salmoéneus, exhibited in his conduct the 
most insolent impiety towards the gods. He assumed the name 
and title even of Zeus, and caused to be offered to himself the 
sacrifices destined for that god: he also imitated the thunder and 
lightning, by driving about with brazen caldrons attached to his 
chariot and casting lighted torches towards heaven. Such wicked- 
ness finally drew upon him the wrath of Zeus, who smote him 
with a thunderbolt, and effaced from the earth the city which he 
had founded, with all its inhabitants. 

Pelias and Néleus, “both stout vassals of the great Zeus,” 
became engaged in dissension respecting the kingdom of Iélkos ia 


1 Diodérus, iv. 68. Sophoklés, Fragm. 1. Typo. Lapde Bidypa kai gé- 
povoa tovvoua. ‘The genius of Sophoklés is occasionally seduced by this 
play upon the etymology of a name, even in the most impressive scenes of 
his tragedies. See Ajax, 425. Compare Hellanik, Fragm. p. 9, ed. Preller 
There was a first and second edition of the Tyré — rig devrépa¢e Tupoic. 
Schol. ad Aristoph. Av. 276. See the few fragments of the lost drama in 
Dindorf’s Collection, p. 53. The plot was in many respects analogous to the 
Antiopé of Euripidés. 

? A third story, different both from Homer and from Sophoklés, respecting 
Tyr6, is found in Hyginus (Fab. lx.): it is of a tragical cast, and borrowed, 
like so many other tales in that collection, from one of the lost Greek dramas, 

8. Apollod.i.9,7. Zarywvede 7’ ddixo¢e Kat bréoSuvpoc Mepcppne. Hesiod, 
Fragm. Catal. 8. Marktscheffel. 

Where the city of Salméneus was situated, the ancient investigators were 
not agreed; whether in the Pisatid, or in Elis, or in Thessaly (see Sirabo, 
Vili. p. 856). Euripidés in his Solus placed him on the banks of the 
Alpheius (Eurip. Fragm. Mol. 1). A village and fountain in the Pisatid 
bore the name of Salm6né; but the mention of the river Enipeus seems to 
mark Thessaly as the original seat of the legend. But the natveté of the tale 
preserved by Apollodérus (Virgil in the Atneid, vi. 586, has retouched it) 
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Thessaly. elias got possession of it, and dwelt there in plenty 
and prosperity ; but he had offended the goddess Héré by killing 
Sidéré upon her altar, and the effects of her wrath wore manifest- 
ed in his relations with his nephew Jason.! 

Néleus quitted Thessaly, went inte Peloponnésus, and there 
founded the kingdom of Pylos. He purchased by immense 
marriaz? presents, the privilege of wedding the beautiful Chléris, 
daughter of Amphion, king of Orchomenos, by whom he had 
twelve sons and but one daughter?— the fair and captivating 
Pér6, whom suitors from all the neighborhood courted in mar- 
riage. But Néleus, “the haughtiest of living men,”’ refused to 
entertain the pretensions of any of them: he would grant his 
daughter only to that man who should bring to hina the oxen of 
Iphiklos, from Phylaké in Thessaly. These precious animals 
were carefully guarded, as well by herdsmen as by a dog whom 
neither man nor animal could approach. Neveitheless, Bias, the 
son of Amythaon, nephew of Néleus, being desperately enamored 
of Pérd, prevailed upon his brother Melampus to undertake for 
his sake the perilous adventure, in spite of the prophetic knowl- 
edge of the latter, which forewarned him that though he would 
ultimately succeed, the prize must be purchased by severe cap- 
tivity and suffering. Melampus, in attempting to steal the oxen, 
was seized and put in prison; from whence nothing but his 
prophetic powers rescued him. Being acquainted with the lan- 
guage of worms, he heard these animals communicating to each 
other, in the roof over his head, that the beams were nearly eaten 
through and about to fall in. He communicated this intelligence 
to his guards, and demanded to be conveyed to another place of 
confinement, announcing that the roof would presently fall in and 
bury them, The prediction was fulfilled, and Phylakos, father of 


marks its ancient date: the final circumstance of that tale was, that the city 
and its inhabitants were annihilated. 

Ephorus makes Salméneus king of the Epeians and of the Pisate (Fragm 
35, ed. Didot). 

The lost drama of Sophoklés, called SaAuwvedc, was a dpdua carucrk sy 
See Dindorf’s Fragm. 483. 

1 Hom. Od. xi. 280. <Apollod. i. 9,9. Kkparépw Yepardrre Arde, ete. 


3 Diodér. iv. 68. 
3 Nydéa re peyadopor, dyavétarov Cwovtwy (Hom. Odyss, xv. 228}, 
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Iphiklos, full of wonder at this specimen cf prophetic power, 
immediately caused him to be released. He further consulted 
him respecting the condition of his son Iphiklos, who was :zhild- 
less; and promised him the possession of the oxen on condition 
of his suggesting the means whereby offspring might be ensured. 
A vulture having communicated to Melampus the requisite 
information, Podarkés, the son of Iphiklos, was born shortly 
afterwards. In this manner Melampus obtained possession of the 
oxen, and conveyed them to Pylos, obtaining for his brother Bias 
the hand of Péré.1_ How this great legendary character, by mi- 
raculously healing the deranged daughters of Preetos, procured 
both for himself and for Bias dominion in Argos, has been re- 
counted in a preceding chapter. 

Of the twelve sons of Néleus, one at least, Periklymenos, — he- 
sides the ever-memorable Nestor, —was distinguished for his ex 
ploits as well as for his miraculous gifts. Poseidon, the divine father 
of the race, had bestowed upon him the privilege of changing his 
form at pleasure into that of any bird, beast, reptile, or insect.2, He 
had occasion for all these resources, and he employed them for a 
time with success in defending his family against the terrible indig- 
nation of Héraklés, who, provoked by the refusal of Néleus to per- 
form for him the ceremony of purification after his murder of Iphi- 
tus, attacked the Néleids at Pylos. Periklymenos by his extraor- 
dinary powers prolonged the resistance, but the hour of his fate 
was at length brought upon him by the intervention of Athéné, 
who pointed him out to Héraklés while he was perched as a bee 
upon the hero’s chariot. He was killed, and Héraklés became 
completely victorious, overpowering Poseidén, Héré, Arés, and 
Hadés, and even wounding the three latter, who assisted in the 


‘Hom. Od. xi. 278; xy. 234. Apollod.i. 9,12. The basis of this curi- 
ous romance is in the Odyssey, amplified by subsequent poets. There are 
points however in the old Homeric legend, as it is briefly sketched in the 
fifteenth book of the Cdyssey, which seem to haye been subsequently left 
out or varied. Néleus seizes the property of Melampus during his absence ; 
the latter, returning with the oxen from Phylaké, revenges himself upon 
Néleus for the injury. Odyss. xv. 233. 

* Hesiod, Catalog. ap Schol. Apollon. Rhod. i. 156, Ovid, Metam. xii. p, 
556; Eustath. ad Odyss. xi. p. 284. Poseid6n carefully protects Antilochus 
son of Nestér, in the Iliad, xiii. 554-563. 
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defense. Eleven of the sons of Néleus perished by his hand, 
while Nestér, then a youth, was preserved only by his accidental 
absence at Geréna, away from his father’s residence.! 

The proud house of the Néleids was now reduced to Nestér; 
but Nestor singly sufficed to sustain its eminence. He appears 
not only as the defender and avenger of Pylos against the inso. 
lence and rapacity of his Epeian neighbors in Elis, but also as 
aiding the Lapithz in their terrible combat against the Centaurs, 
and as companion of Théseus, Peirithous, and the other great 
legendary heroes who preceded the Trojan war. In extreme old 
age his once marvellous power of handling his weapons has in- 
deed passed away, but his activity remains unimpaired, and his 
sagacity as well as his influence in counsel is greater than ever. 
He not only assembles the various Grecian chiefs for the arma- 
ment against Troy, perambulating the districts of Hellas along 
with Odysseus, but takes a vigorous part in the siege itself, and 
is of preéminent service to Agamemnén. And after the conclu- 
sion of the siege, he is one of the few Grecian princes who re- 
turns to his original dominions, and is found, in a strenuous and 
honored old age, in the midst of his children and subjects, — sit- 
ting with the sceptre of authority on the stone bench before h’s 
house at Pylos,— offering sacrifice to Poseidon, as his father 
Néleus had done before him,— and mourning only over the death 


1 Hesiod, Catalog. ap. Schol. Ven. ad Iliad. ii. 336; and Steph. Byz. v. 
Tepyvia; Homer, Il. v. 392; xi. 693; Apollodor. ii.7, 3; Hesiod, Scut. Here. 
860; Pindar, Ol. ix. 32. 

According to the Homeric legend, Néleus himself was not killed by Hé- 
raklés: subsequent poets or logographers, whom Apollodérus follows, seem 
to have thought it an injustice, that the offence given by Néleus himself 
should have been avenged upon his sons and not upon himself; they there- 
fore altered the legend upon this point, and rejected the passage in the [iad 
as spurious (see Schol. Ven. ad Iliad. xi. 682). 

The refusal of purification by Néleus to Héraklés is a genuine legendary 
cause: the commentators, who were disposed to spread a coating of history 
over these transactions, introduced another cause, — Néleus, as king of Pylos, 
had aided the Orchomenians in their war against Héraklés and the Th¢bans 
(see Sch. Ven. ad Tliad. xi. 689). 

The neighborhood of Pylos was distinguished for its ancient worship both 
@f Poseidén and of Hadés: there were abundar? local legends respecting 


them (see Strabo, viii. pp. 344, 345), 


112 HISTORY OF GREECE. 


af his favorite son Antilochus, who had fallen, along with so many 
brave companions in arms, in the Trojan war.!° 

After Nestor the line of the Neéleids numbers undistinguished 
names, — Bérus, Penthilus, and Andropompus, — three succes- 
sive generations down to Melanthus, who on the invasion of Pelo- 
ponnésus by the Herakleids, quitted Pylos and retired to Athens, 
where he became king, in a manner which I shall hereafter re- 
count. His son Kodrus was the last Athénian king; and Néleus, 
one of the sons of Kodrus, is mentioned as the principal conduc- 
tor of what is called the Ionic emigration from Athens to Asia 
Minor.2 It is certain that during the historical age, not merely 
the princely family of the Kodrids in Milétus, Ephesus, and other 
Ionic cities, but some of the greatest families even in Athens 
itself, traced their heroic lineage through the Néleids up to Po- 
seidon: and the legends respecting Nestor and Periklymenos 
would find especial favor amidst Greeks with such feelings and 
belief. The Kodrids at Ephesus, and probably some other Ionic 
towns, long retained the title and honorary precedence of kings, 
even after they had lost the substantial power belonging to the 
office. They stood in the same relation, embodying both religious 
worship and supposed ancestry, to the Néleids and Poseidon, as 
the chiefs of the olic colonies to Agamemnén and Orestés. 
The Athenian despot Peisistratus was named after the son of 
Nestor in the Odyssey; and we may safely presume that the 
heroic worship of the Néleids was as carefully cherished at the 
Tonic Milétus as at the Italian Metapontum.3 

Having pursued the line of Salmoneus and Néleus to the end 
of its lengendary career, we may now turn back to that of another 
son of AXolus, Krétheus,—a line hardly less celebrated in respect 
of the heroic names which it presents. Alkéstis, the most beau- 
tiful of the daughters of Pelias,4 was promised by her father in 


‘ About Nestor, Iliad, i. 260-275 ; ii. 370; xi. 670-770; Odyss. iii. 5, 110, 
409, 

* Hellanik. Fragm. 10, ed. Didot; Pausan. vii. 2, 3; Herodot. v. 65; 
Btrabo, xiv. p. 633. Hellanikus, in giving the genealogy from Néleus te 
Melanthus, traces it through Periklymenos and not through Nestér: the 
words of Herodotus imply that he must have included Nestor. 


* Herodot. v. 67; Strabo, vi. p, 264; Mimnermus, Fragm. 9, Schneidewin, 
¢ Miad, ii. 715, 
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mariage to the man that could bring him a lion anda boar tamed 
to the yoke and drawing together. Admétus, son of Pherés, the 
eponymus of Phere in Thessaly, and thus grandson of Krétheus, 
was enabled by the aid of Apollo to fulfil this condition, and te 
win her;1 for Apollo happened at that time to be in his service 
as a slave (condemned to this penalty by Zeus for having put to 
death the Cyclopes), in which capacity he tended the herds and 
horses with such success, as to equip Eumélus (the son of Admé- 
tus) to the Trojan war with the finest horses in the Grecian 
army. Though menial duties were imposed upon him, even to 
the drudgery of grinding in the mill,? he yet carried away with 
him a grateful and friendly sentiment towards his mortal master, 
whom he interfered to rescue from the wrath of the goddess Ar- 
temis, when she was indignant at the omission of her name in his 
wedding sacrifices. Admétus was about to perish by a premature 
death, when Apollo, by earnest solicitation to the Fates, obtained 
for him the privilege that his life should be prolonged, if he could 
find any person to die a voluntary death in his place. His father 
and his mother both refused to make this sacrifice for him, but 
the devoted attachment of his wife Alkéstis disposed her to em- 
brace with cheerfulness the condition of dying to preserve her 


1 Apollod6r. i. 9, 15; Eustath. ad Iliad. ii. 711. 

? Euripid. Alkést. init. Welcker; Griechisch. Trageed. (p. 344) on the 
lost play of Sophoklés called Admeétus or Alkéstis; Hom. Iliad. ii. 766 ; 
Hygin. Fab. 50-51 (Sophoklés, Fr. Inc. 730; Dind. ap, Plutarch. Defect. 
Orac. p. 417). This tale of the temporary servitude of particular gods, by 
order of Zeus as a punishment for misbehavior, recurs not unfrequently 
among the incidents of the mythical world. The poet Panyasis (ap. Clem. 
Alexand. Adm. ad Gent. p. 23) — 

TAn uev Anuntnp, TAm dé KAvTOC ’Audcyvnecc, 

TAg 08 Tlocedawy, tA 8 apyvpotoso¢ ’"ATOAAGY 

’Avdpl mapa Yunto Yntevoeuer ei¢ EviavTov: 

TAy dé kat 6Bpiu6Svpu0¢ “Apne dro maTpd¢ avayKns. 
The old legend followed out the fundamental idea with remarkable consis- 
tency : Laomedon, as the temporary master of Poseidén and Apollo, threat- 
ens to bind them hand and foot, to sell them in the distant islands, and te 
eut off the ears of both, when they come to ask for their stipulated wages 
(Iliad, xxi. 455). It was a new turn given to the story by the Alexandrine 
poets, when they introduced the motive of love, and made the servitude vol- 
untary on the part of Apollo (Kallimachus, Hymn. Apoll.49; Tibullus, Eleg 
ii. 3, 11-30). 

VOL. I, 8oc. 


i114 HISTORY OF GREECE. 


husband. She had already perished, when Héraklés, the ancient 
guest ani friend of Admétus, arrived during the first hour of 
lamentation; his strength and daring enabled him to rescue the 
deceased Alkéstis even from the grasp of Thanatos (Death), and 
to restore her alive to her disconsolate husband.! 

The son of Pelias, Akastus, had received and sheltered Péleus 
when obliged to fly his country in consequence of the involuntary 
murder of Eurytién. Kréthéis, the wife of Akastus, becoming 
enamored of Péleus, made to him advances which he repu- 
diated. Exasperated at his refusal, and determined to procure his 
destruction, she persuaded her husband that Péleus had attempt- 
ed her chastity: upon which Akastus conducted Péleus out upon 
a hunting excursion among the woody regions of Mount Pélion, 
contrived to steal from him the sword fabricated and given by 
Héphestos, and then left him, alone and unarmed, to perish 
by the hands of the Centaurs or by the wild beasts. By the 
friendly aid of the Centaur Cheiron, however, Péleus was pre- 
served, and his sword restored to him: returning to the city, he 
avenged himself by putting to death both Akastus and his perfid- 
ious wife.2 

But. amongst all the legends with which the name of Pelias 
is connected, by far the most memorable is that of Jasén and the 
Argonautic expedition. Jason was son of AXson, grandson of 
Krétheus, and thus great-grandson of Zolus. Pelias, having 
consulted the oracle respecting the security of his dominion at 
Idlkos, had received in answer a warning to beware of the man 
who should appear before him with only one sandal. He was 
celebrating a festival in honor of Poseid6én, when it so happened 
that Jasén appeared before him with one of his feet unsandaled: 
he had lost one sandal in wading through the swollen current of 
the river Anauros. Pelias immediately understood that this was 


‘ Eurip. Alkéstis, Arg.; Apollod. i. 9,15. To bring this beautiful legend 
more into the color of history, a new version of it was subsequently framed: 
Héraklés was eminently skilled in medicine, and saved the life of Alkéstis 
when she was about to perish from a desperate malady (Plutarch. Amator 
c. 17. vol. iv. p. 53, Wytt.). 

* The legend of Akastus and Péleus was given in great detail in the Cata- 
logue of Hesiod (Catalog. Fragm. 20-21, Marktscheff.); Schol. Pindar 
Wem.iv. 95. Scho’ Apoll. Rhod. i. 224; Apollod. iii. 13, 2. 
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tha enemy against whom the oracle had forewarned him. Asa 
mezans of averting the danger, he imposed upon Jasén the des- 
perate task of bringing back to I6lkos the Golden Fleece, — the 
fleece of that ram which had carried Phryxos from Achaia to 
Kolchis, and which Phryxos had dedicated in the latter country 
as an offering to the god Arés. The result of this injunction was 
the memorable expedition — of the ship Argo and her crew call- 
ed the Argonauts, composed of the bravest and noblest youths 
of Greece — which cannot be conveniently included among the 
legends of the /Kolids, and is reserved for a separate chapter. 
The voyage of the Argo was long protracted, and Pelias, per- 
suaded that neither the ship nor her crew would ever return, put 
to death both the father and mother of Jason, together with their 
infant son. AXs6n, the father, being permitted to choose the manner 
of his own death, drank bull’s blood while performing a sacrifice 
to the gods. At length, however, Jason did return, bringing with 
him not only the golden fleece, but also Médea, daughter of 
AKetes, king of Kolchis, as his wife, — a woman distinguished for 
magical skill and cunning, by whose assistance alone the Argo- 
nauts had succeeded in their project. Though determined to 
avenge himself upon Pelias, Jason knew he could only succeed 
by stratagem: he remained with his companions at a short dis- 
tance from Idlkos, while Médea, feigning herself a fugitive from 
his ill-usage, entered the town alone, and procured access to the 
daughters of Pelias. By exhibitions of her magical powers she 
soon obtained unqualified ascendency over their minds. For ex- 
ample, she selected from the flocks of Pelias a ram in the extrem- 
ity of old age, cut him up and boiled him in a caldron with herbs, 
and brought him out in the shape of a young and vigorous lamb:! 
the daughters of Pelias were made to believe that their old father 
could in like manner be restored to youth. In this persuasion 
they cut him up with their own hands and cast his linsbs into the 


1 This incident was contained in one of the earliest dramas of Euripidés 
the I/.eAcadec, now lost. Moses of Choréné (Progymnasm. ap. Maii ad Euseb 
p. 43), who gives an extract from the argument, says that the poet‘ extremos 


mentiendi fines attingit.” 
The ‘PrCérouo: of Sophoklés seems also to have turned upon the same 


catastrerphe (see Fragm. 479, Dindorf.). 
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caldron, trusting that Médea would produce upon him the same 
magical effect. Médea pretended that an invocation to the moon 
was a necessary part of the ceremony: she went up to the top 
of the house as if to pronounce it, and there lighting the fire- 
signal concerted with the Argonauts, Jason and his companions 
burst in and possessed themselves of the town. Satisfied with 
having thus revenged himself, Jasén yielded the principality 
of Idlkos to Akastus, son of Pelias, and retired with Médea to 
Corinth. Thus did the goddess Héré gratify her ancient wrath 
against Pelias: she had constantly watched over Jason, and had 
carried the “all-notorious” Argo through its innumerable perils, 
in order that Jason might bring home Médea to accomplish the 
tuin of his uncle.| The misguided daughters of Pelias departed 


1 The kindness of Héré towards Jasén seems to be older in the legend 
than her displeasure against Pelias; at least it is specially noticed in the 
Odyssey, as the great cause of the escape of the ship Argé: ’AAA’ “Hon ra- 
péreuper, Exel bidoc nev Inowv (xii. 70). In the Hesiodic Theogony Pelias 
stands to JasOn in the same relation as Eurystheus to Héraklés, —a severe 
taskmaster as well as a wicked and insolent man,— t@pioryH¢ IleAine Kat 
ataaSadoc, 63pudepyoc (Theog. 995). Apollonius Rhodius keeps the wrath 
of Héré against Pelias in the foreground, i. 14; iii. 1134; iv. 242; see also 
Hygin, f. 13. 

There is great diversity in the stories given of the proximate circum- 
stances connected with the death of Pelias: Eurip. Méd. 491; Apollodor. i. 
9, 27; Dioddr. iv, 50-52; Ovid, Metam. vii. 162, 203, 297, 347; Pausan. viii 
11, 2; Schol. ad Lycoph. 175. 

In the legend of Akastus and Péleus as recounted above, Akastus was 
made to perish by the hand of Péleus. I do not take upon me to reconcile 
these contradictions. 

Pausanias mentions that he could not find in any of the poets, so far as 
he had read, the names of the daughters of Pelias, and that the painter Mikén 
had given to them names (dvduata 0’ aitaicg mointig pév &SeTo ovdetc, boa 
y’ émcreapueda nucic, etc., Pausan. viii. 11,1). Yet their names are given in 
the authors whom Diodérus copied; and Alkéstis, at any rate, was most 
memorable. Mik6n gaye the names Asteropeia and Antinoé, altogether dif- 
ferent from those in Diod6érus. Both Diodérus and Hyginus exonerate Al 
késtis from all share in the death of her father (Hygin. f. 24). 

The old poem called the Nooro: (see Argum. ad Eurip. Méd., and Schol. 
Aristophan. Equit. 1321) recounted, that Médea had boiled in a caldron the 
old Aisén, father of Jasén, with herbs and incantations, and that she had 
brought him out young and strong. Ovid copies this (Metam. vii. 162-203) 
It is singular that Pherékydés and Simonidés aid that she had performed 
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as voluntary exiles t» Arcadia: Akastus his son celebrated splen- 
did funeral games in honor of his deceased father.! 

Jason and Médea retired from Idlkos to Corinth, where they 
resided ten years: their children were — Medeius, whom the 
Centaur Cheiron educated in the regions of Mount Pélion,2— 
and Mermerus and Pherés, born at Corinth. After they had 
resided there ten years in prosperity, Jasén set his affections on 
Glauké, daughter of Kredn3 king of Corinth; and as her father 
was willing to give her to him in marriage, he determined to 
repudiate Médea, who received orders forthwith to leave Corinth. 
Stung with this insult and bent upon revenge, Médea prepared a 
poisoned robe, and sent it as a marriage present to Glauké: it 
was unthinkingly accepted and put on, and the body of the un- 
fortunate bride was burnt up and consumed. Kreon, her father, 
who tried to tear from her the burning garment, shared her fate 
and perished. The exulting Médea escaped by means of a 
chariot with winged serpents furnished to her by her grandfather 
Hélios: she placed herself under the protection of Agéus at 
Athens, by whom she had a son named Médus. She left her 
young children in the sacred enclosure of the Arkraean Héré, 
relying on the protection of the altar to ensure their safety ; but 
the Corinthians were so exasperated against her for the murder 


this process upon Jas6n himself (Schol. Aristoph, /. c.). Diogenes (ap. Stobs. 
Florileg. t. xxix. 92) rationalizes the story, and converts Médea from an 
enchantress into an improving and regenerating preceptress. The death of 
Ais6n, as described in the text, is given from Diodérus and Apollodérus. 
Médea seems to have been worshipped as a goddess in other places besides 
Corinth (see Athenagor. Legat. pro Christ. 12; Macrobius, i. 12, p. 247, 
Gronov. ). 

' These funeral games in honor of Pelias were among the most renowned 
of the mythical incidents : they were celebrated in a special poem by Stesicho- 
rus, and represented on the chest of Kypselus at Olympia. Kastor, Meleager, 
Amphiaraos, Jason, Péleus, Mopsos, etc. contended in them (Pausan. y. 17. 
4; Stesichori Fragm. 1. p. 54, ed. Klewe; Athén. iv. 172). How familiar 
thé details of them were to the mind of « literary Greek is indirectly attested 
by Plutarch, Sympos. v. 2, vol. iii. p. 762, Wytt. 

? Hesiod, Theogon. 998. 

3 According to the Schol. ad Eurip. Méd. 20, Jason marries the daughter 
of Hippotés the son of Kreén, who is the son of Lykethos. Lykeethos, after 
the departure of Bellerophon from Corinth, reigned twenty-seven years; then 
Kreén reigned thirty-five years ; then came Hippotés. 
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of Kreén and Glauké, that they dragged the children away from 
the altar and put them to death. The miserable Jasin perished 
by a fragment of his own ship Argé, which fell upon him while 
he was asleep under it,! being hauled on shore, according to the 
habitual practice of the ancients. 

The first establishment at Ephyré, or Corinth, had been found- 
ed by Sisyphus, another of the sons of Aolus, brother of Salmé- 


} Apolloddr. i. 9, 27; Dioddr. iv. 54. The Médea of Eurypidés, which has 
fortunately been preserved to us, is too well known to need express reference. 
He makes Médea the destroyer of her own children, and borrows from this 
circumstance the most pathetic touches of his exquisite drama. Parmenis- 
kés accused him of having been bribed by the Corinthians to give this turn to 
the legend ; and we may regard the accusation as a proof that the older and 
more current tale imputed the murder of the children to the Corinthians 
(Schol. Eurip. Med. 275, where Didymos gives the story out of the old poem 
of Kreophylos). See also Alian, V. H.v. 21; Pausan. ii. 3, 6. 

The most significant fact in respect to the fable is, that the Corinthians 
celebrated periodically a propitiatory sacrifice to Héré Akrza and to Merme- 
rus and Pherés, as an atonement for the sin of having violated the sanctuary 
of the altar. The legend grew out of this religious ceremony, and was, so 
arranged as to explain and account for it (see Eurip. Méd. 1376, with the 
Schol. Diodér. iv. 55). 

Mermerus and Pherés were the names given to the children of Médea and 
Jas6n in the old Naupaktian Verses; in which, however, the legend must 
have been recounted quite differently, since they said that Jasén and Médea 
had gone from Idélkos, not to Corinth, but to Corcyra; and that Mermerus 
had perished in hunting on the opposite continent of Epirus. Kinethén 
again, another ancient genealogical poet, called the children of Médea and 
Jason Eridpis and Médos (Pausan. ii. 3,7). Diodérus gives them different 
names (iv. 34). Hesiod, in the Theogony, speaks only of Medeius as the son 
of Jason. 

Médea does not appear either in the Iliad or Odyssey : in the former, we 
find Agamédé, daughter of Augeas, “ who knows all the poisons (or medi- 
cines) which the earth nourishes” (Iliad, xi. 740); in the latter, we have 
Circé, sister of Hétés, father of Médea, and living in the ean island (Odyss. 
x. 70). Circé is daughter of the god Hélios, as Médea is his granddaughter. 
—-she is herself a goddess. She is in many points the parallel of Médea; 
she forewarns and preserves Odysseus throughout his dangers, as Médea aids 
Jason: according to the Hesiodic story, she has two children by Odysseus, 
Agrius and Latinus (Theogon. 1001). 

Odysseus goes to Ephyré to los the son of Mermerus, to procure poison 
for his arrows: Eustathius treats this Mermerus as the son of Médea (see 
Odyss. i. 270, and Eust.). As Ephyré is the legendary name of Corinth, we 
may presume this to be a thread of the same mythical tissue. 
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neus and Krétheus.1. The /®olid Sisyphus was distinguished as 
an unexampled master of cunning and deceit. He blocked up 
the road along the isthmus, and killed the strangers who came 
along it by rolling down upon them great stones from the moun- 
tains above. He was more than a match even for the arch thief 
Autolycus, the son of Hermés, who derived from his father the 
gift of changing the color and shape of stolen goods, so that they 
could no longer be recognized: Sisyphus, by marking his sheep 
under the foot, detected Autolycus when he stole them, and 
obliged him to restore the plunder. His penetration discovered 
the amour of Zeus with the nymph Xgina, daughter of the river- 
god Asépus. Zeus had carried her off to the island of Gin6né 
(which subsequently bore the name of gina); upon which 
As6pus, eager to recover her, inquired of Sisyphus whither she 
was gone: the latter told him what had happened, on ‘condition 
that he should provide a spring of water on the summit of the 
Acro-Corinthus. Zeus, indignant with Sisyphus for this revela- 
tion, inflicted upon him in Hadés the punishment of perpetually 
heaving up a hill a great and heavy stone, which, so soon as it 
attained the summit, rolled back again in spite of all his efforts, 
with irresistible force into the plain.2 

In the application of the AZolid genealogy to Corinth, Sisyphus, 
the son of AXolus, appears as the first name: but the old Corin- 


1 See Euripid. Hol. — Fragm. 1, Dindorf; Dikearch. Vit. Greec. p. 22. 

Respecting Sisyphus, see Apollod6r.i. 9, 3; iii. 12,6. Pausan. ii.5,1. Schol 
ad Iliad. i. 180. Another legend about the amour of Sisyphus with Tyr6, is 
in Hygin. fab. 60, and about the manner in which he overreached even Hadés 
(Pherekydés ap. Schol. Iliad. vi. 153). The stone rolled by Sisyphus in the 
under-world appears in Odyss. xi. 592. The name of Sisyphus was given 
during the historical age to men of craft and stratagem, such as Derkyllides 
(Xenoph. Hellenic. iii. 1, 8). He passed for the real father of Odysseus, 
though Heyne (ad Apollod6r. i. 9, 3) treats this as another Sisyphus, where- 
by he destroys the suitableness of the predicate as regards Odysseus. The 
duplication and triplication of synonymous personages is an ordinary 
resource for the purpose of reducing the legends into a seeming chronological 
sequence. 

Even in the days of Kumélus a religious mystery was observed respecting 
the tombs of Sisyphus and Néleus,— the lat‘er had also died at Corinth, — 
no one could say where they were buried (P: msan. ii. 2, 2). 

Sisyphus even ovyerreached Persephoné, and made his escape from the 


ander-world (Theognis, 702). 
Were al Y 
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thian poet Eumélus either found or framed an heroic genealogy 
for his native city independent both of Aolus and Sisyphus. 
According to this genealogy, Ephyré, daughter of Oceanus and 
Téthys, was the primitive tenant of the Corinthian territory, 
Asoépus of the Sikyénian: both were assigned to the god Hélios, 
in adjusting a dispute between him and Poseidon, by Briareus 
Hélios divided the territory between his two sons Avétés and 
Aldeus: to the former he assigned Corinth, to the latter Siky6n. 
JMétés, obeying the admonition of an oracle, emigrated to Kolchis, 
leaving his territory under the rule of Bunos, the son of Hermés, 
with the stipulation that it should be restored whenever either he 
or any of his descendants returned. After the death of Bunos, 
both Corinth and Sikyén were possessed by Epépeus, son of 
Aldeus, a wicked man. His son Marathon left him in disgust 
and retired into Attica, but returned after his death and succeeded 
to his territory, which he in turn divided between his two sons 
Corinthos and Siky6n, from whom the names of the two districts 
were first derived. Corinthos died without issue, and the Corin- 
thians then invited Médea from Idélkos as the representative of 
ZKétés : she with her husband Jasén thus obtained the sovereignty 
of Corinth.! This legend of Eumélus, one of the earliest of the 
genealogical poets, so different from the story adopted by Neo- 
phron or Euripidés, was followed certainly by Simonidés and 
seemingly by Theopompus.2 The incidents in it are imagined 
and arranged with a view to the supremacy of Médea; the 
emigration of A%étés and the conditions under which he transfer- 
red his sceptre, being so laid out as to confer upon Médea an 
hereditary title to the throne. The Corinthians paid to Médea 
and to her children solemn worship, either divine or heroic, in 
conjunction with Héré Akrea,? and this was sufficient to give to 


’ Pausan. ii. 1, 1; 8, 10. Schol. ad Pindar. Olymp. xiii. 74. Scholl. 
Lycoph. 174-1024. Schol. Apoll. Rhod. iv. 1212. 

* Simonid. ap. Schol. ad Eurip. Méd. 10-20; Theopompus, Fragm. 349, 
Didot; though Welcker (Der Episch. Cycl. p. 29) thinks that this does not 
belong to the historian Theopompus. Epimenidés also followed the story of 
Eumélus in making Aétés a Corinthian (Schol. ad Apoll. Rhod. iii. 242), 

® Ilep? 08 tie cic KépwSov petoskqoeuc, “Inrve éxtiderar kat ‘EAAGviKog* 
§r¢ ké BeBacihevke tie Kopivdov 7 Mfdeca, Ebynhoc ioropei Kai Siwvidyes 
"Or. 68 kal &Savatoc Hv } Mfdeva, Movoatoc év T@ wept loduiwv loropet, ape 
wal mepl Tov THe’ AKpaiac “Hcac éoptav éktud_eic. (Schol Eurip. Méd, 10) 
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Médea a prominent place in the genealogy composed by a Corin- 
thian poet, accustomed to blend together gods, heroes and men in 
the antiquities of his native city. According to the legend of 
Eumélus, Jasén became (through Médea) king of Corinth; but 
she concealed the children of their marriage in the temple ot 
Héré, trusting that the goddess would render them immortal. 
Jas6n, discovering her proceedings, left her and retired in disgust 
to Idlkos; Médea also, being disappointed in her scheme, quitted 
the place, leaving the throne in the hands of Sisyphus, to whom, 
according to the story of Theopompus, she had become attached.! 
Other legends recounted, that Zeus had contracted a passion for 
Médea, but that she had rejected his suit from fear of the displea- 
sure of Héré; who, as a recompense for such fidelity, rendered 
her children immortal :? moreover Médea had erected, by special 
command of Héré, the celebrated temple of Aphrodité at Corinth. 
The tenor of these fables manifests their connection with the 
temple of Héré: and we may consider the legend of Médea as 
having been originally quite independent of that of Sisyphus, but 
fitted on to it, in seeming chronological sequence, so as to satisfy 
the feelings of those Molids of Corinth who passed for his 
descendants. 

Sisyphus had for his sons Glaukos and Ornytién. From 
Glaukos sprang Bellerophén, whose romantic adventures com- 
mence with the Lliad, and are further expanded by subsequent 
poets: according to some accounts he was really the son of 
Poseidén, the prominent deity of the Aolid family. The youth 


Guennets also v. 1376 of the play itself, with the Scholia and Pausan. ii. 3, 
6. Both Alkman and Hesiod represented Médea as a goddess ( ‘Athenogoras, 
Legatia pro Christianis, p. 54, ed. Oxon. ). 

1 Pausan. ii. 3, 10; Schol. Pindar. Olymp. xiii. 74. 

* Scho]. Pindar. Olymp. xiii. 32-74 ; Plutarch. De Herodot. Malign. p. 871. 

% Pindar. Olymp. xiii. 98. and Schol. ad 1; Schol. ad Iliad. vi. 155; this 
seems to be the sense of Iliad, vi. 191. 

The lost drama called Jobatés of Sophoklés, and the two by Euripidés 
ealled Sthenebwa and Lellerophén, handled the adventures of this hero. See 
the collection of the few fragments remaining in Dindorf, Fragm. Sophok, 
280; Fragm. Eurip. p. 87-108; and Hygin. fab. 67. 

Welcker (Griechische Tragod. ii. p. 777-800) has ingeniously put together 
all that can be divined respecting the two plays of Euripidés. 

Volcker seeks to make out that Bellerophén is identical with Poseidén 
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and beauty of Bellerophén rendered him the object of a strong 
passion on the part of the Anteia, wife of Proetos king of Argos. 
Finding her advances rejected, she contracted a violent hatred 
towards him, and endeavored by false accusations to prevail upon 
her husband to kill him. Preetos refused to commit the deed 
under his own roof, but despatched him to his son-in-law the king 
of Lykia in Asia Minor, putting into his hands a folded tablet full 
of destructive symbols. Conformably to these suggestions, the 
most perilous undertakings were imposed upon Bellerophén. He 
was directed to attack the monster Chimera and to conquer the 
warlike Solymi as well as the Amazons: as he returned victorious 
from these enterprises, an ambuscade was laid for him by the 
bravest Lykian warriors, all of whom he slew. At length the 
Lykian king recognized him “as the genuine son of a god,” and 
gave him his daughter in marriage together with half of his 
kingdom. The grand-children of Bellerophon, Glaukos and Sar-. 
pédon, — the latter a son of his daughter Laodameia by Zeus, — 
combat as allies of Troy against the host of Agamemnon! 
Respecting the winged Pegasus, Homer says nothing; but later 
poets assigned to Bellerophén this miraculous steed, whose 
parentage is given in the Hesiodic Theogony, as the instrument 
both of his voyage and of his success. Heroic worship was paid 
at Corinth to Bellerophén, and he seems to have been a favorite 
theme of recollection not only among the Corinthians themselves, 
but also among the numerous colonists whom they sent out to 
other regions.3 

From Ornyti6n, the son of Sisyphus, we are conducted through 
a series of three undistinguished family names, — Thoas, Damo- 
phen; and the brothers roo and BENE Se to the time 


Hee — a separate s osoavation of one aah the attributes of the god Posei- 
don. For this conjecture he gives some plausible grounds (Mythologie des 
Japetisch. Geschlechts, p. 129 seq.). 

1 Jliad. vi. 155-210. ? Hesiod, Theogon. 283. 

3 Pausan. ii. 2,4. See Pindar, Olymp. xiii. 90, addressed to Xenophén 
the Corinthian, and the Adoniazus of the Syracusan Theocritus, a poem ig 
which common Syracusan life and feeling are so graphically depicted, Idyll 
gy. 91. — 

Lupakootaie émitaaoetc ; 
‘Qc 0? eidne Kat rodT0, Kopivdiac elweo dvadew 
‘Qe kat 6 BeAAepodwv: Uedorovvacior? AaAcipeg. 
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of the Dérian occupation of Corinth!, which will be hereafter 
recounted. 

We now pass from Sisyphus and the Corinthian fables to 
another son of /Xolus, Athames, whose family history is not 
less replete with mournful and tragical incidents, abundantly 
diversified by the poets. Athamas, we are told, was king of 
Orchomenos ; his wife Nephelé was a goddess, and he had by 
her two children, Phryxus and Hellé. After a certain time he 
neglected Nephelé, and took to himself as a new wife Ind, the 
daughter of Kadmus, by whom he had two sons, Learchus and 
Melikertés. In6, looking upon Phryxus with the hatred of a 
step-mother, laid a snare for his life. She persuaded the women 
to roast the seed-wheat, which, when sown in this condition, yielded 
no crop, so that famine overspread the land. Athamas sent to 
Delphi to implore counsel and a remedy: he received for answer, 
through the machinations of Ino with the oracle, that the barren- 
ness of the fields could not be alleviated except by offering 
Phryxus as a sacrifice to Zeus. The distress of the people com- 
pelled him to execute this injunction, and Phryxus was led as a 
victim to the altar. But the power of his mother Nephelé 
snatched him from destruction, and procured for him from Hermés 
a ram with a fleece of gold, upon which he and his sister Hellé 
mounted and were carried across the sea. The ram took the 
direction of the Euxine sea and Kolchis: when they were cross- 
ing the Hellespont, Hellé fell off into the narrow strait, which 
took its name from that incident. Upon this, the ram, who was 
endued with speech, consoled the terrified Phryxus, and ultimately 
carried him safe to Kolchis: Aétés, king of Kolchis son of the 
god Hélios and brother of Circé, received Phryxus kindly, and 
gave him his daughter Chalciopé in marriage. Phryxus sacri- 
ficed the ram to Zeus Phyxios, and suspended the golden fleece 
in the sacred grove of Arés. 

Athamas — according te some both Athamas and Ind — were 
afterwards driven mad by the anger of the goddess Héré; inso- 
much that the father shot his own son Learchus, and would also 
have put to death his other son Melikertés, if Ind had not 
snatched him away. She fled with the boy, across the Megarian 


1 Pausan. ii. 4, 3. 
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territory and Mount Geraneia, to the rock Moluris, overhanging 
the Saréni¢ Gulf: Athamas pursued her, and in order to escape 
him she leaped into the sea. She became a sea-goddess under 
the title of Leukothea; while the body of Melikertés was cast 
ashore on the neighboring territory of Schcenus, and buried by 
his uncle Sisyphus, who was directed by the Nereids to pay to 
him heroic honors under the name of Palemoén. The Isthmian 
games, one of the great periodical festivals of Greece, were cele- 
brated in honor of the god Poseidén, in conjunction with Pale- 
mon as a hero. Athamas abandoned his territory, and became 
the first settler of a neighboring region called from him Athman- 
tia, or the Athamantian plain.! 


1 Burip. Méd. 1250, with the Scholia, according to which story Iné killea 
both her children : — 


‘Ivo pavetoay ék Bedv, 6 7 Atog 
Adpuap viv &éreurpe OOnatwov aAn. 


Compare Valckenaer, Diatribe in Eurip.; Apollod6ér. i. 9, 1-2; Schol. ad 
Pindar. Argum. ad Isthm. p. 180. The many varieties of the fable of Atha- 
mas and his family may be seen in Hygin. fab. 1-5; Philostephanus ap. 
Schol. Iliad. vii. 86: it was a favorite subject with the tragedians, and was 
handled by Aischylus, Sophoklés and Euripidés in more than one drama 
(see Welcker, Griechische Tragod. vol. i. p. 312-332 ; vol. ii. p.612). Heyne 
says that the proper reading of the name is Phrixus, not Phryxus, —incor- 
rectly, I think: ®pvgo¢ connects the name both with the story of roasting the 
wheat (¢piyerv), and also with the country ®puvyia, of which it was pretended 
that Phryxus was the Eponymus. In6, or Leukothea, was worshipped as a 
heroine at Megara as well as at Corinth (Pausan. i. 42, 3): the celebrity of 
the Isthmian games carried her worship, as well as that of Palemén, 
throughout most parts of Greece (Cicero, De Nat. Deor. iii. 16). She is the 
only personage of this family noticed either in the Iliad or Odyssey: in the 
latter poem she is a sea-goddess, who has once been a mortal, daughter of 
Kadmus; she saves Odysseus from imminent danger at sea by presenting 
to him her xp7#deuvov (Odyss. vy. 433; see the refinements of Aristidés, Orat. 
iii. p. 27). The voyage of Phryxns and Hellé to Kolchis was related in the 
Hesiodic HKoiai: we find the names of the children of Phryxus by the 
daughter of Avétés quoted from that poem (Schol. ad Apollon. Rhod. ii. 
1123°: both Hesiod and Pherekydés mentioned the golden fleece of the ram 
(Eratosthen. Catasterism. 19; Pherekyd. Fragm. 53, Didot). 

Hekatzeus preserved the romance of the speaking ram (Schol. Apoll. Rhod 
‘. 256): but Hellanikus dropped the story of Hellé having fallen into che 
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The legend of Athamas connects itself with some sanguinary 
religious rites and very peculiar family customs, which prevailed 
at Alos, in Achaia Phthidtis, down to a time! later than the his« 
torian Herodotus, and of which some remnant existed at Orcho- 
menos even in the days of Plutarch. Athamas was worshipped 
at Alos as a hero, having both a chapel and a consecrated grove, 
attached to the temple of Zeus Laphystios. On the family of 
which he was the heroic progenitor, a special curse and disability 
stood affixed. The eldest of the race was forbidden to enter the 
prytaneion or government-house ; and if he was found within the 
doors of the building, the other citizens laid hold of him on his 
going out, surrounded him with garlands, and led him in solemn 
procession to be sacrificed as a victim at the altar of Zeus 
Laphystios. ‘The prohibition carried with it an exclusion from 
all the public meetings and ceremonies, political as well aa 
religious, and from the sacred fire of the state: many of the 
individuals marked out had therefore been bold enough to trans- 
gress it. Some had been seized on quitting the building and 
actually sacrificed ; others had fled the country for a long time to 
avoid a similar fate. 

The guides who conducted Xerxés and his army through 
southern Thessaly detailed to him this existing practice, coupled 
with the local legend, that Athamas, together with Ind, had 
sought to compass the death of Phryxus, who however had 
escaped to Kolchis; that the Achzans had been enjoined by an 
oracle to otfe. up Athamas himself as an expiatory sacrifice to 
release the country from the anger of the gods; but that Kytis- 
soros, son of Phryxus, coming back from Kolchis, had intercepted 
the sacrifice of Athamas,? whereby the anger of the gods re- 


sea: according to him sne died at Pactyé in the Chersonesus (Schol. Apoll. 
Rhod. ii. 1144). 

The poet Asius seems to have given the genealogy of Athamas by The 
misto much in the same manner as we find it in Apollodérus (Pausan. ix. 
28, 3). 

According to the ingenious refinements of Dionysius and Palephatus 
‘Sehol. ad Apo!l. Rhod. ii. 1144; Palaphat. de Incred. c. 31) the ram of 
Phryxus was after all a man named Krios, a faithful attendant who aided in 
his eseape; others imagined a ship with a ram’s head at the bow. 

: Plutarch, Quest. Gree. c. 38. p. 299. Schol. Apoll. Rhod. ii. 655. 

* Of the Athamas of Sophoklés, turning upon this intended, but nov con 
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mained still unappeased, and an undying curse rested upon the 
family.) 

That such human sacrifices continued to a greater or less 
extent, even down to a period later than Herodotus, among the 
family who worshipped Athamas as their heroic ancestor, appears 
certain: mention is also made of similar customs in parts of 
Arcadia, and of Thessaly, in honor of Péleus and Cheirén.? 
But we may reasonably presume, that in the period of greater 
humanity which Herodotus witnessed, actual sacrifice had become 
very rare. The curse and the legend still remained, but were 


summated sacrifice, little is known, except from a passage of Aristophanés 
and the Scholia upon it (Nubes, 258).— 


éri Ti oTépavor , ovipor, LHKpaTec, 
dorep pe Tov AVauavt’ brug un OvoETe. 


Athamas was introduced in this drama with a garland on his head, on the 
point of being sacrificed as an expiation for the death of his son Phryxus, 
when Héraklés interposes and rescues him. 

' Herodot. vii. 197. Plato, Minds, p. 315. 

2 Plato, Minds, ¢.5. Kai oi rod "AVauavtog éxyovot, olag Yvotiag Siovaty, 
"EAAnvec ovtec. As a testimony to the fact still existing or believed to exist, 
this dialogue is quite sufficient, though not the work of Plato. 

Moviuoc 0’ loropei, év TH Tov Bavpuacioy cvvaywyh, év IléAAy tho OerTa- 
diac’ Ayairy avdpurov InAci kai Xeipwri xatadieodat. (Clemens Alexand. 
Admon. ad Gent. p. 27, Sylb.) Respecting the sacrifices at the temple of 
Zeus Lykzus in Arcadia, see Plato, Republ. viii. p. 565. Pausanias (viii. p. 
38, 5) seems to have shrunk, when he was upon the spot, even from inquir- 
ing what they were —a striking proof of the fearful idea which he had con- 
ceived of them. Plutarch (De Defectu Oracul. c. 14) speaks of raé¢ réAat 
roovuévac avipwrodvaiag. The Schol. ad Lycophron. 229, gives a story 
of children being sacrificed to Melikertés at Tenedos; and Apollodérus 
(ad Porphyr. de Abstinentia, ii. 55, see Apollod. Fragm. 20, ed. Didot) said 
that the Lacedemonians had sacrificed a man to Arés — xa? Aakedatpoviovg 
gnotv 6 AroAAdwpoc TH “Aper Goewv dvipwrov. About Salamis in Cyprus, 
see Lactantius, De Falsd Religione, i. c. 21. ‘“ Apud Cypri Salaminem, 
humanam hostiam Jovi Teucrus immolavit, idque sacrificium posteris tradi- 
dit: quod est nuper Hadriano imperante sublatum.” 

Respecting human sacrifices in historical Greece, consult a good section in 
K. F. Hermann’s Gottesdienstliche Alterthimer der Griechen (sect. 27). 
Such sacrifices had been a portion of primitive Grecian religion, but had 
gradually become obsolete everywhere — except in one or two solitary cases 
which were spoken of with horror. Even in these cases, too, the reality of 
the fact, in later times, is not beyond suspicion. 
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not called into practical working, except during periods of intense 
national suffering or apprehension, during which the religious 
sensibilities were always greatly aggravated. We cannot at all 
doubt, that during the alarm created by the presence of the Per- 
sian king with his immense and ill-disciplined host, the minds of 
the ‘Thessalians must have been keenly alive to all that was ter- 
rific in their national stories, and all that was expiatory in their 
religious solemnities. Moreover, the mind of Xerxés himself 
was so awe-struck by the tale, that he reverenced the dwelling-place 
consecrated to Athamas. The guides who recounted to him the 
romantic legend, gave it as the historical and generating cause 
of the existing rule and practice: a critical inquirer is forced 
(as has been remarked before) to reverse the order of precedence, 
and to treat the practice as having been the suggesting cause of 
its own explanatory legend. 

The family history of Athamas, and the worship of Zeus 
Laphystios, are expressly connected by Herodotus with Alos in 
Achza Phthidtis — one of the towns enumerated in the Iliad as 
under the command of Achilles. But there was also a mountain 
called Laphystion, and a temple and worship of Zeus Laphystios 
between Orchomenos and Koréneia, in the northern portion of 
the territory known in the historical ages as Beeotia. Here also 
the family story of Athamas is localized, and Athamas is pre- 
sented to us as king of the districts of Kordneia, Haliartus and 
Mount Laphystion: he is thus interwoven with the Orchomenian 
genealogy.! Andreas (we are told), son of the river Péneios, 
was the first person who settled in the region: from him it 
received the name Andréis. Athamas, coming subsequently to 
Andreus, received from him the territory of Koréneia and Haliar 
tus with Mount Laphystion: he gave in marriage to Andreus, 
Euippé, daughter of his son Leucén, and the issue of this mar- 
riage was Eteoklés, said to be the son of the river Képhisos. 
Koronos and Haliartus, grandsons of the Corinthian Sisyphus, 
were adopted by Athamas, as he had lost all his children: but 
when his grandson Presbén, son of Phryxus, returned to him 
from Kolchis, he divided his territory in such manner thai 
Koronos and Haliartus became the founders of the towns which 


1 Pausan. ix. 34, 4. 
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bore their names. Almén, the son of Sisyphus, alse received 
from Eteoklés a portion of territory, where he established the 
village Alménes.! 

With Eteoklés began, according to a statement in one of the 
Hesiodic poems, the worship of the Charites or Graces, so long 
and so solemnly continued at Orchomenos in the periodical festival 
of the Charitésia, to which many neighboring towns and districts 
seem to have contributed.2 He also distributed the inhabitants 
into two tribes— Eteokleia and Képhisias. He died childless, 
and was succeeded by Almos, who had only two daughters, 
Chrysé and Chrysogeneia. The son of Chrysé by the god Arés 
was Phlegyas, the father and founder of the warlike and preda- 
tory Phlegyz, who despoiled every one within their reach, and 
assaulted not only the pilgrims on their road to Delphi, but even 
the treasures of the temple itself. The offended god punished 
them by continued thunder, by earthquakes, and by pestilence, 
which extinguished all this impious race, except a scanty rem- 
nant who fled into Phokis. 

Chrysogeneia, the other daughter of Almos, had for issue, by 
the god Poseidon, Minyas: the son of Minyas was Orchomenos. 
From these two was derived the name both of Minye for the 
people, and of Orchomenos for the town.3 During the reign of 
Orchomenos, Hyéttus came to him from Argos, having become 
an exile in consequence of the death of Molyros: Orchomenos 
assigned to him a portion of land, where he founded the village 
called Hyéttus.4 Orchomenos, having no issue, was succeeded 
by Klymenos, son of Presbén, of the house of Athamas: Kly- 
menos was slain by some Thébans during the festival of Poseidér 
at Onchéstos ; and his eldest son, Erginus, to avenge his death, 
attacked the Thébans with his utmost force ;— an attack, in 
which he was so successful, that the latter were forced to submit, 
and to pay him an annual tribute. 


1 Pausan. ix. 34, 5. ? Hphorus, Fragm. 68, Marx. 

3 Pausan. ix. 386, 1-8. See also a legend, about the three daughters of 
Minyas, which was treated by the Tanagrean poetess Korinna, the contempo 
rary of Pindar (Antonin. Liberalis, Narr. x.). 

“ This exile of Hyéttus was recounted in the Eoiai. Hesiod, Fragm. 148 
Merkt. 
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‘The Orchomenian power was now at its height: both Minyas 
and Orchomenos had been princes of surpassing wealth, and the 
former had built a spacious and durable edifice which he had 
filled with gold and silver. But the success of Erginus against 
Thébes was soon terminated and reversed by the hand of the 
irresistible Héraklés, who rejected with disdain the claim of 
tribute, and even mutilated the envoys sent to demand it: he 
not only emancipated Thébes, but broke down and impoverished 
Orchomenos.!_ Erginus in his old age married a young wife, 
from which match sprang the illustrious heroes, or gods, Tro- 
phénius and Agamédés; though many (amongst whom is Pausa- 
nius himself) believed Trophénius to be the son of Apollo? 
Trophénius, one of the most memorable persons in Grecian 
mythology, was worshipped as a god in various places, but with 
especial sanctity as Zeus Trophdnius at Lebadeia: in his temple 
at this town, the prophetic manifestations outlasted those of Del- 
phi itself. Tyrophdnius and Agamédés, enjoying matchless 
renown as architects, built’ the temple of Delphi, the thalamus 
of Amphitryén at Thébes, as well as the inaccessible vault of 
Hyrieus at Hyria, in which they are said to have left one stone 
removable at pleasure, so as to reserve for themselves a secret 
entrance. They entered so frequently, and stole so much gold 
and silver, that Hyrieus, astonished at his losses, at length spread 
a fine net, in which Agamédés was inextricably caught: Tropho- 
nius cut off his brother’s head and carried it away, so that the 


1 Pausan. ix. 37,2. Apollod. ii. 4,11. Diodor. iv. 10. The two latter 
tell us that Erginus was slain. Klymené is among the wives and daughters 
of the heroes seen by Odysseus in Hadés: she is termed by the Schol. 
daughter of Minyas (Odyss. xi. 325). 

* Pausan. ix. 37, 1-3. Aéyerac dé 6 Tpoddviog ’ATOAAWVOG eivas, Kal obK 
’Epylivov: kal éyd re meiSouat, Kal 6oTic mapa Tpodovior HAVE db?) pavrevod« 
MeEvOG. 

3 Plutarch, De Defectu Oracul. c. 5, p. 411. Strabo, ix. p. 414. The 
mention of the honeyed cakes, both in Aristophanés (Nub. 508) and Pausa- 
nias (ix. 39, 5), indicates that the curious preliminary ceremonies, for those 
who consulted the oracle of Trophénius, remained the same after a lapse of 
550 years. Pausanias consulted it himself. There had been at one time an 
oracle of Teiresias at Orchomenos: but it had become silent at an early 
period (Plutarch. Defect. Oracul. c. 44, p. 454). 

4 Homer. Hymn, Apoll. 296. Pausan. ix, 11, 1. 
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body, which alone remained, was insufficient to identify the thief 
Like Amphiaraos, whom he resembles in more than one respect, 
Trophénius was swallowed up by the earth near Lebadeia.! 

From Trophénius and Agamédés the Orchomenian genealogy 
passes to Ascalaphos and Talmenos, the sons of Arés by Astyo- 
ché, who are named in the Catalogue of the Iliad as leaders of 
the thirty ships from Orchomenos against Troy. Azeus, the 
grandfather of Astyoché in the Iliad, is introduced as the brother 
of Erginus? by Pausanias, who does not carry the pedigree 
lower. 

The genealogy here given out of Pausanias is deserving of the 
more attention, because it seems to have been copied from the 
special history of Orchomenos by the Corinthian Kallippus, who 
again borrowed from the native Orchomenian poet, Chersias: the 
works of the latter had never come into the hands of Pausanias. 
[t illustrates forcibly the principle upon which these mythical 
genealogies were framed, for almost every personage in the series 
is an Eponymus. Andreus gave his name to the country, Atha- 
mas to the Athamantian plain; Minyas, Orchomenos, Korénus, 
Haliartus, Almos and Hyéttos, are each in like manner connected 
with some name of people, tribe, town or village; while Chrysé 
and Chrysogeneia have their origin in the reputed ancient wealth 
of Orchomenos. Abundant discrepancies are found, however, in 
respect to this old genealogy, if we look to other accounts. Ac- 
cording to one statement, Orchomenos was the son of Zeus by 
Isioné, daughter of Danaus; Minyas was the son of Orchome- 
nos (or rather of Poseidén) by Hermippé, daughter of Beedtos ; 
the sons of Minyas were Presbon, Orchomenos, Athamas and 
Diochthondas.3 Others represented Minyas as son of Poseidén 


1 Pausan. ix. 37,3. A similar story, but far more romantic and amplified, 
is told by Herodotus (ii. 121), respecting the treasury vault of Rhampsini- 
tus, king of Egypt. Charax (ap. Schol. Aristoph. Nub. 508) gives the same 
tale, but places the scene in the treasury-vault of Augeas, king of Elis, 
which he says was built by Trophénius, to whom he assigns a totally 
different genealogy. The romantic adventures of the tale rendered it emi- 


uently fit to be interwoven at some point or another of legendary history, ir 
any country. 


? Pausan. ix. 38, 6; 29, 1. 
* Schol. Apollén. Rhod. i. 230, Compare Schol. ad Lycophron. 873. 
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by Kalhrrhoé, an Oceanic nymph,' while Dionysius called him 
son of Arés, and Aristodémus, son of Aleas: lastly, there were 
not waiting authors who termed both Minyas and Orchomenos 
sons of Eteoklés.2 Nor do we find in any one of these gen- 
ealogies the name of Amphidn, the son of Iasus, who figures 
so prominently in the Odyssey as king of Orchomenos,.and whose 
beautiful daughter Chloris is married to Néleus. Pausanias 
mentions him, but not as king, which is the denomination given 
to him in Homer. 

The discrepancies here cited are hardly necessary in order te 
prove that these Orchomenian genealogies possess no historical 
value. Yet some probable inferences appear deducible from the 
general tenor of the legends, whether the facts and persons of 
which they are composed be real or fictitious. 

Throughout all the historical age, Orchomenos is a member of 
the Boedtian confederation. But the Boedtians are said to have 
been immigrants into the territory which bore their name from 
Thessaly ; and prior to the time of their immigration, Orchome- 
nos and the surrounding territory appear as possessed by the 
Minyz, who are recognized in that locality both in the Iliad and 
in the Odyssey,4 and from whom the constantly recurring Epon- 
ymus, King Minyas, is borrowed by the genealogists. Poetical 
legend connects the Orchomenian Minyz on the one side, with 
Pylos and Tryphylia in Peloponnésus ; on the other side, with 
Phthidtis and the town of Iélkos in Thessaly ; also with Corinth, 


' Schol. Pindar, Olymp. xiv. 5. 

2 Schol. Pindar, Isthm. i. 79. Other discrepancies in Schol. Vett.ad Miad. 
ii. Catalog. 18. 

3 Odyss. xi. 283. Pausan. ix. 36, 3. 

4 Tliad, ii. 5,11. Odyss. xi. 283. Hesiod, Fragm. Hoiai, 27, Diintz. “Igev 
& ’Opxouevov Muvujiov. Pindar, Olymp. xiv. 4. IlaAaryovwr Mivvay ério- 
xovot. Herodot. i. 146. Pausanias calls them Minye even in their 
dealings with Sylla (ix. 30,1). Buttmann, in his Dissertation (iiber die 
Minye der Altesten Zeit, in the Mythologus, Diss. xxi. p. 218), doubts 
whether the name Minyz was eyer a real name; but all the passages make 
against his opinion. 

5 Schol. Apoll. Rhod. ii. 1186. i. 230. Zxyypioc dé AnuATpiog Pryor Tode 
tepl THY IwAKov oikodvTag Miviac KaAgioda; and i. 763. Trv ydp ’lwAKdv 
vf Mivvae gic ovv, b¢ not Diuwvidnc gv Suupuxtoic : also Eustath. ad Iliad. ii 
512. Stepn Byz. v. Mivia. Orchomenos and Pylos run together in the 
mind of the poet of the Odyssey, xi. 458. 
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through Sisyphus and his sons. Pherekydés represented Néleus, 
king of Pylos, as having also been king of Orchomenos.! In the 
region of Triphylia, near to or coincident with Pylos, a Minyeian 
river is mentioned by Homer; and we find traces of residents 
called Minyze even in the historical times, though the account 
given by Herodotus of the way in which they came thither is 
strange and unsatisfactory.? 

Before the great changes which took place in the inhabitants 
of Greece from the immigration of the Thesprétians into Thessaly, 
of the Boedtians into Beedtia, and of the Déorians and A¢télians 
into Peloponnésus, at a date which we have no means of deter 
mining, the Minyx and tribes fraternally connected with them 
seem to have occupied a large portion of the surface of Greece, 
from Idlkos in Thessaly to Pylos in the Peloponnésus. The 
wealth of Orchomenos is renowned even in the [iad ;3 and when 
we study its topography in detail, we are furnished with a proba- 
ble explanation both of its prosperity and its decay. Orchome- 
nos was situated on the northern bank of the lake Képais, which 
receives not only the river Képhisos from the valleys of Phdkis, 
but also other rivers from Parnassus and Helicén. The waters 
of the lake find more than one subterranean egress — partly 
through natural rifts and cavities in the limestone mountains, 
partly through a tunnel pierced artificially more than a mile in 
length —into the plain on the north-eastern side, from whence 
they flow into the Eubcean sea near Larymna:4 and it appears 


' Pherekyd. Fragm. 56, Didot. We see by the 55th Fragment of the 
same author, that he extended the genealogy of Phryxos to Phere in 
Thessaly. 

? Herodot. iv. 145. Strabo, viii. 337-347. Hom. Iliad, xi. 721. Pausan. 
v. 1,7. morauov Mivugiov, near His. 

Thad) ix. sel. 

“ See the description of these channels or Katabothra in Colonel Leake’s 
Travels in Northern Greece, vol. ii. c. 15, p. 281-293, and still more elabo- 
rately in Fiedler, Reise durch alle Theile des Konigreichs Griechenlands, 
Leipzig, 1840. He traced fifteen perpendicular shafts sunk for the purpose 
of admitting air intc the tunnel, the first separated from the last by about 
5900 feet: they are now of course overgrown and stopped up (vol. i. p 
115). 

Forchhammer states the length of this tunnel as considerably greater than 
what is here stated. He also gives a plan of the Lake Kopais with the sun 
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that, so long as these channels were diligently watched and kept 
clear, a large portion of the lake was in the condition of alluvial 
land, preéminently rich and fertile. But when the channels came 
to be either neglected, or designedly choked up by an enemy, the 
water accumulated to such a degree, as to occupy the soil of more 
than one ancient town, to endanger the position of Kopx, and to 
occasion the change of the site of Orchomenos itself from the 
plain to the declivity of Mount Hyphanteion. An engineer, 
Kratés, began the clearance of the obstructed water-courses in 
the reign of Alexander the Great, and by his commission — the 
destroyer of Thébes being anxious to reéstablish the extinct 
prosperity of Orchomenos. He succeeded so far as partially to 
drain and diminish the lake, whereby the site of more than one 
ancient city was rendered visible: but the revival of Thébes by 
Kassander, after the decease of Alexander, arrested the progress 
of the undertaking, and the lake soon regained its former dimen- 
sions, to contract which no farther attempt was made.! 
According to the Théban legend,? Héraklés, after his defeat of 
Erginus had blocked up the exit of the waters, and converted 
the Orchomenian plain into a lake. The spreading of these 
waters is thus connected with the humiliation of the Minye; and 
there can be little hesitation in ascribing to these ancient tenants 
of Orchomenos, before it became beeotized, the enlargement and 
preservation of these protective channels. Nor could such an 
object have been accomplished, without combined action and ac- 
knowledged ascendency on the part of that city over its neigh- 
bors, extending even to the sea at Larymna, where the river Ké- 
phisos discharges itself. Of its extended influence, as well as. 
of its maritime activity, we find a remarkable evidence in the 
ancient and venerated Amphiktyony at Kalauria. ‘The little is 


rounding region, which I have placed at the end of the second volume of 
this History. See also infra, vol. ii. ch. iii. p. 391. 

1 We owe this interesting fact to Strabo, who is however both concise 
and unsatisfactory, viii. p. 406-407. It was affirmed that there had been 
two ancient towns, named Eleusis and Athéne, originally foanded by Ce: 
créps, situated on the lake, and thus overflowed (Steph. Byz. v. -ADHVaL 
Diogen. Laért. iv. 23. Pausan. ix. 24, 2). For the plain or marsh near Or. 
chomenos, see Plutarch, Sylla, c. 20-22. 

9 Diodor. iv. 18. Pausan. ix. 38, 5 
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land so named, near the harbor of Troezén, in Peloponnésus, was 
sacred to Poseidén, and an asylum of inviolable sanctity. At the 
temple of Poseidén, in Kalauria, there had existed, from unknown 
date, a periodical sacrifice, celebrated by seven cities in common 
— Hermioné, Epidaurus, Aigina, Athens, Prasiwe, Nauplia, and 
the Minyeian Orchomenos. This ancient religious cumbination 
dates from the time when Nauplia was independent of Argos, 
and Prasiz of Sparta: Argos and Sparta, according to the usual 
practice in Greece, continued to fulfil the obligation each on the 
part of its respective dependent.! Six out of the seven states are 
at once sea-towns, and near enough to Kalauria to account for 
their participation in this Amphiktyony. But the junction ot 
Orchomenos, from its comparative remoteness, becomes inexpli- 
cable, except on the supposition that its territory reached the sea, 
and that it enjoyed a considerable maritime traffic — a fact which 
helps to elucidate both its legendary connection with Iélkos, and 
its partnership in what is called the Ionic emigration.2, The my- 
thical genealogy, whereby Ptdos, Schceneus and Erythrios are 
enumerated among the sons of Athamas, goes farther to confirm 
the idea that the towns and localities on the south-east of the 
lake recognized a fraternal origin with the Orchomenian Minya, 
not less than Koréneia and Haliartus on the south-west.3 

The great power of Orchomenos was broken down, and the 
city reduced to a secondary and half-dependent position by the 
Beedtians of Thébes ; at what time, and under what circumstances, 
history has not preserved. The story, that the Théban hero, 
Héraklés, rescued his native city from servitude and tribute to 
Orchomenos, since it comes from a Kadmeian and not from an 
Orchomenian legend, and since the details of it were favorite 
subjects of commemoration in the Thébian temples,‘ affords a 
presumption that Thébes was really once dependent on Orcho- 


1 Strabo, viii. p. 374. "Hv dé kai ’Awdixtvovia Tic Tepe Td Lepdv TovTo, Exta 
TOAEwv al peteiyov THE Buotac: jnoav d8 ‘Epucov, ‘“Eidavpoc, Aiyiwa, ’ASivat, 
Ipactetc, Navidreic¢, Opyomevoc 6 Mivietoc. ‘Yrép wév ody tov NavrdArévy 
"Apyetot, drép Ilpactéwy dé Aakedaruoviot, Evverédovy. 

? Pavan. 1x. 17, 15, 26; 1 

3 See Muller, Orchomenos und die Minyer, p. 214. Pausan, ix. 23, 8 
#4, 3. The genealogy is as old as the poet Asios, 

* Herod i. 146. Pausan. vii. 2, 2. 
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menos. Moreover the savage mutilations inflicted by the hero 
on the tribute-seeking envoys, so faithfully portrayed in his sur- 
name Rhinokoloustés, infuse into the mythe a portion of that 
bitter feeling which so long prevailed between Thébes and Or- 
chomenos, and which led the Thébans, as soon as the battle of 
Leuctra had placed supremacy in their hands, to destroy and de- 
populate their rival.! The ensuing generation saw the same fate 
retorted upon Thébes, combined wita the restoration of Orcho- 
menos. The legendary grandeur of this city continued, long 
after it had ceased to be distinguished for wealth and power, im- 
perishably recorded both in the minds of the nobler citizens and 
in the compositions of the poets; the emphatic language of Pau- 
sanias shows how much he found concerning it in the old epic.2 


SECTION IIl.—DAUGHTERS OF AOLUS. 


With several of the daughters of ‘Xolus memorable mythical 
pedigrees and narratives are connected. Aleyéne married Kéyx, 
the son of Edsphoros, but both she and her husband displayed 
in a high degree the overweening insolence common in the olic 
race. The wife called her husband Zeus, while he addressed her 
as Héré, for which presumptuous act Zeus punished them by 
changing both into birds.? 

Canacé had by the god Poseidén several children, amongst 


1 Theocrit. xvi. 104.— 

*Q Eredrewos Sbyarpec Seal, al Mivderov 
Opxomevon giAéoroal, drexVouevov roa O7nBace. 

The scholiast gives a sense to these words much narrower than they really 
bear. See Diodér. xv. 79; Pausan. ix. 15. In the oration which Isokratés 
places in the mouth of a Platean, complaining of the oppressions of Thébes, 
the ancient servitude and tribute to Orchomenos is cast in the teeth of the 
Thébans (Isokrat. Orat. Plataic. vol. iii. p. 32, Auger). 

2 Pausan. ix. 34,5. See also the fourteenth Olympie Ode of Pindar, ad- 
dressed to the Orchomenian Asopikus. The learned and instructive work 
of K. O. Miiller, Orchomenos und die Minyer, embodies everything which 
can be known respecting this once-memorable city; indeed the contvnts of 
the work extends much farther than its title promises. 

3 Apollodor. i.7, 4. A. Kéyx, —king of Trachin, — the friend of Héraklés 
and protector of the Hérakleids to the extent of his power (Hesiod. Scut 
Bercul. 355-473: Apollodér. ii. 7,5; Hekate. Fragm. 353, Didot.). 
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whom were Epépeus and Aldeus.! Al6eus married Imphimédea, 
who became enamored of the god Poseidon, and boasted of her 
intimacy with him. She had by him two sons, Otos and Ephi- 
altés, the huge and formidable Aldids, — Titanic beings, nine 
fathoms in height and nine cubits in breadth, even in their boy- 
hood, before they had attained their full strength. These Aldids 
detied and insulted the gods in Olympus ; they paid their court 
to Héré and Artemis, and they even seized and bound Arés, 
confining him in a brazen chamber for thirteen months. No one 
knew where he was, and the intolerable chain would have worn 
him to death, had not Eriboea, the jealous stepmother of the 
Aldids, revealed the place of his detention to Hermés, who carried 
him surreptitiously away when at the last extremity ; nor could 
Arés obtain any atonement for such an indignity. Otus and 
Ephialtés even prepared to assault the gods in heaven, piling up 
Ossa on Olympus and Pelion on Ossa, in order to reach them. 
And this they would have accomplished had they been allowed 
to grow to their full maturity; but the arrows of Apollo put a 
timely end to their short-lived career.? 


1 Canacé, daughter of Molus, is a subject of deep tragical interest both in 
Euripidés and Ovid. The eleventh Heroic Epistle of the latter, founded 
mainly on the lost tragedy of the former called /olus, purports to be from 
Canacé to Macareus, and contains a pathetic description of the ill-fated pas- 
sion between a brother and sister: see the fragments of the Aolus in Din- 
dorf’s collection. In the tale of Kaunos and Byblis, both children of Milétos, 
the results of an incestuous passion are different but hardly less melancholy 
(Parthenios, Narr. xi.). 

Makar, the son of Aolus, is the primitive settler of the island of Lesbos 
(Hom, Hymn. Apoll. 37): moreover in the Odyssey, Molus son of Hippotés, 
the dispenser of the winds, has six sons and six daughters, and marries 
the former to the latter (Odyss.x. 7). The two persons called olus are 
brought into connection genealogically (sec Schol. ad Odyss. 1. c., and Dio- 
dér. iv. 67), but it seems probable that Euripidés was the first to place the 
names of Macareus and Canacé in that relation which confers upon them 
their poetical celebrity. Sostratus (ap. Stobeum, t. 614, p. 404) can hardly 
be considered to have borrowed from any older source than Euripidés 
Welcker (Griech, Tragéd. vol. ii. p. 860) puts together all that cas be known 
respecting the structure of the lost drama of Euripidés. 

* Tliad, v. 386; Odyss. xi. 806; Apoliodér. i.7.4. So Typhéeus, in the 
Hesiodic Theogony, the last enemy of the gods, is killed before he comes 
to maturity (Theog. 837). For the different turns given to this ancient Ho 
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The genealogy assigned to Calycé, another daughter of JZolus, 
conducts us from Thessaly to Elis and AXtélia. She married 
Aéthlius (the son of Zeus by Protogeneia, daughter of Deukalién 
and sister of Hellén), who conducted a colony out of Thessaly 
and settled in the territory of Elis. He had for his son Endy- 
midn, respecting whom the Hesiodic Catalogue and the Eoiai 
related several wonderful things. Zeus granted him the privilege 
of determining the hour of his own death, and even translated 
him into heaven, which he forfeited by daring to pay court to 
Héré: his vision in this criminal attempt was cheated by a cloud, 
and he was cast out into the under-world.! According to other 


meric legend, see Heyne, ad Apollodor. 1. ¢.,and Hyginus, f. 28. The Aldids 
were noticed in the Hesiodic poems (ap. Schol. Apoll. Rhod. i. 482). Odys 
seus does not see them in Hadés, as Heyne by mistake says; he sees their 
mother Iphimédea. Virgil (Ain. vi. 582) assigns to them a place among the 
sufferers of punishment in ‘Tartarus. 

Eumélus, the Corinthian poet, designated Aldeus as son of the god Hélios 
and brother of Avétés, the father of Médea (Eumél. Fragm. 2, Marktscheffel). 
The scene of their death was subsequently laid in Naxos (Pindar, Pyth. iv. 
88): their tombs were seen at Anthéd6n in Beedtia (Pausan. ix. 22,4). The 
very curious legend alluded to by Pausanias from Hegesinoos, the author of 
an Atthis, — to the effect that Otos and Ephialtés were the first to establish 
the worship of the Muses in Helicén, and that they founded Ascra along with 
Coklos, the son of Poseidén, —is one which we have no means of tracing 
farther (Pausan. ix. 29, 1). 

The story of the Aldids, as Dioddérus gives it (v. 51, 52), diverges on 
almost every point: itis evidently borrowed from some Naxian archeologist, 
and the only information which we collect from it is, that Otos and Ephialtés 
received heroic honors at Naxos. The views of O. Muller (Orchomenos, p. 
387) appear to me unusually vague and fanciful. 

Ephialtés takes part in the combat of the giants against the gods (Apollo- 
dér. t. 6, 2), where Heyne remarks, as in so many other cases, “ Ephialtés hic 
non confundendus cum altero Aléei filio; ” an observation just indeed, if we 
are supposed to be dealing with personages and adventures historically real, 
but altogether misleading in regard to these legendary characters; for here 
the general conception of Ephialtés and his attributes is in both cases the 
same; but the particular adventures ascribed to him cannot be made to con: 
sist, as facts, one with the other. 

1 Hesiod, Akusilaus and Pherekydés, ap. Schol. Apoll6n. Rhod. iy, 57, 
Ty & ait Vavarov tapzinc. The Scholium is very ful) of matter, and ex. 
hibits many of the diversities in the tale of Endymion: see also Apollodésr 
7,5; Pausan. vy. 1, 2; Conon. Narr. 14. 
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stories, his great beauty caused the goddess Séléne to become enw 
mored of him, and to visit him by night during his sleep: — the 
sleep of Endymién became a proverbial expression for enviable, 
undisturbed, and deathless repose.! Endymién had for issue 
(Pausanias gives us three different accounts, and Apollodérus a 
fourth, of the name of his wife) Epeios, Attolus, Padén, and a 
daughter Eurykydé. He caused his three sons to run a race on 
the stadium at Olympia, and Epeios, being victorious, was re- 
warded by becoming his successor in the kingdom: it was after 
him that the people were denominated Epeians. 

Both the story here mentioned, and still more, the etymologi 
eal signification of the names Aéthlius and Endymidén, seem 
plainly to indicate (as has before been remarked) that this gene- 
alogy was not devised until after the Olympic games had become 
celebrated and notorious throughout Greece. 

Epeios had no male issue, and was succeeded by his nephew 
Eleios, son of Euykydé by the god Poseid6én: the name of the 
people was then changed from Epeians to Eleians. ®télus, the 
brother of Epeios, having slain Apis, son of Phoréneus, was com- 
pelled to flee from the country: he crossed the Corinthian gulf 
and settled in the territory then called Kurétis, but te which he 
gave the name of AMtolia.? 

The son of Eleios,— or, according to other accounts, of the 
god Hélios, of Poseidon, or of Phorbas,? — is Augeas, whom we 
find mentioned in the Iliad as king of the Epeians or Eleians. 
Nestér gives a long and circumstantial narrative of his own ex- 
ploits at the head of his Pylian countrymen against his neighbors 
the Epeians and their king Augeas, whom he defeated with great 
loss, slaying Mulios, the king’s son-in-law, and acquiring a vast 


* Theocrit. iii. 49; xx. 35; where, however, Endymion is connected with 
Latmos in Caria (see Schol. ad loc). 

? Pausan. v. 1. 8-6; Apollodér. i. 7, 6. 

® Apollodér. ii. 5, 5; Schol. Apoll. Rhod. i. 172. In all probability, the 
uld legend made Augeas the son of the god Hélios: Hélios, Augeas and \ga- 
médé are a triple series parallel to the Corinthian genealogy, Hélios, Aétés 
and Média; not to mention that the etymology of Augeas connects him 
with Hélios. Theocritus (xx. 55) designates him as the son of the god Hé 
lios, through whose favor his cattle are made to prosper and multiply vith 
such astonishing success (xx. 117). 
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booty.!. Augeas was rich in all sorts of rural wealth, and pos- 
sessed herds of cattle so numerous, that the dung of the animals 
accumulated in the stable or cattle enclosures beyond all power 
of endurance. LEurystheus, as an insult to Héraklés, imposed 
upon him the obligation of cleansing this stable: the hero, dis- 
daining to carry off the dung upon his shoulders, turned the course 
of the river Alpheios through the building, and thus swept the 
encumbrance away.? But Augeas, in spite of so signal a ser- 
vice, refused to Heéraklés the promised reward, though his son 
Phyleus protested against such treachery, and when he found that 
he could not induce his father to keep faith, retired in sorrow 
and wrath to the island of Dulichién.8 To avenge the deceit 
practised upon him, Héraklés invaded Elis; but Augeas had 
powerful auxiliaries, especially his nephews, the two Molionids 
(sons of Poseidén by Molioné, the wife of Aktor), Eurytos and 
Kteatos. These two miraculous brothers, of transcendent force, 
grew together, — having one body, but two heads and four arms.4 


1 Tliad, xi. 670-760 ; Pherekyd. Fragm. 57, Didot. 

? Diod6r, iv. 18. “YBpeuc Evekev Hipvodede mpooérake kaddpa.’ 6 0? ‘“Hpa- 
KAne TO ev Tog Guo eEeveyKetv abtny amedokimacw, éxkAivor THY EK THE 
HBpewe aioyivyy, etc. (Pausan. v. 1.7; Apollodor. ii. 5, 5). 

It may not be improper to remark that this fable indicates a purely pasto 
ral condition, or at least a singularly rude state of agriculture; and the way 
in which Pausanias recounts it goes even beyond the genuine story: w¢ «ai 
TQ TOAAA THO YOpac abTo 7)6n OiaTeheiv dpya bvTa brd TOV BooKknuaTur Tic 
korpov. The slaves of Odysseus however know what use to make of the 
dung heaped before his outer fence (Odyss. xvii. 299); not so the purely 
carnivorous and pastoral Cyclops (Odyss. ix. 329). The stabling into which 
the cattle go from their pasture, is called xémpo¢ in Homer, —’E/obcac é¢ 
Korpov, éxnv Boravig KopéowyTat (Odyss. x. 411): compare Iliad, xviii. 575 
—Monndud & axd Kérpov éreccevovto rédovee. 

The Augeas of Theocritus has abundance of wheat-land and vineyard, as 
well as cattle: he ploughs his land three or four times, and digs his vine- 
yard diligently (xx. 20-32). 

3 The wrath and retirement of Phyleus is mentioned in the Iliad (ii. 633), 
but not the cause of it. 

4 These singular properties were ascribed to them both in the Hesiodic 
poems and by Pherekydés (Schol. Ven. ad Il. xi. 715-750, et ad Il. xxiii. 
638), but not in the Iliad. The poet Ibykus (Fragm. 11, Schneid. ap. Athens. 
11.57) calls them GAcKac looxepadove, éviyviove, ’"Audotéoove yéyaw@rac by 
OéW Gpyvpey. 

There were temples and divine honors to Zeus Molidn (Lactantius. de 
FalsA Religione. i. 22) 
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Such was their irresistible might, that Héraklés was defeated 
and repelled from Elis: but presently the Eleians sent the two 
Molionid brothers as Theéri (sacred envoys) to the Isthmian 
games, and Héraklés, placing himself 1 ambush at Kleéne, sur- 
prised and killed them as they passed through. For this murder- 
ous act the Eleians in vain endeavored to obtain redress both at 
Corinth and at Argos; which is assigned as the reason for the 
self-ordained exclusion, prevalent throughout all the historical 
age, that no Eleian athléte would ever present himself as a com- 
petitor at the Isthmian games.!. The Molionids being thus re- 
moved, Héraklés again invaded Elis, and kilied Augeas along 
with his children,— all except Phyleus, whom he brought over 
from Dulichidn, and put in possession of his father’s kingdom. Ac- 
cording to the more gentle narrative which Pausanias adopts, Au- 
geas was not killed, but pardoned at the request of Phyleus.2 He 
was worshipped as a hero? even down to the time of that author. 

It was on occasion of this conquest of Elis, according to the old 
mythe which Pindar has ennobled in a magnificent ode, that 
Héraklés first consecrated the ground of Olympia, and established 
the Olympic games. Such at least was one of the many fables 
respecting the origin of that memorable institution.4 

Phyleus, after having restored order in Elis, retired again to 
Dulichién, and left the kingdom to his brother Agasthenés, which 
again brings us into the Homeric series. For Polyxenos, son of 
Agasthenés, is one of the four commanders of the Epeian forty 
ships in the Iliad, in conjunction with the two sons of Eurytos 


1 Pausan. y. 2,4. The inscription cited by Pausanias proves that this was 
the reason assigned by the Eleian athlétes themselves for the exclusion; but 
there were several different stories. 

* Apollodér. ii. 7, 2. Diodér. iv. 38. Pausan. v. 2,2; 3,2. It seems evi- 
dent from these accounts that the genuine legend represented Héraklés as 
having been defeated by the Molionids : the unskilful evasions both of Apol- 
lodérus and Diodérus betray this. Pindar (Olymp. xi. 25-50) gives the story 
without any flattery to Héraklés. 

3 Pausan. v. 4, 1. 

“The Amenian copy of Eusebius gives a different genealogy respecting 
Elis and Pisa: Aéthlius, Epeius, Endymion, Alexinus; next Ginomaus and 
Pélops, then Héraklés. Some counted éen generations, others three, between 
Héraklés and Iphitus, who renewed the discontinued Olympic games (ses 
Armem. Euseb. ccpy c. xxxii. p. 140). 
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and Kteatos, and with Didrés son of Amarynceus. Megés, the 
son of Phyleus, commands the contingent from Dulichién and the 
Echinades.! Polyxenos returns safe from Troy, is succeeded by 
his son Amphimachos, — named after the Epeian chief who had 
fallen before Troy,—and he again by another Eleios, in whose 
time the Dorians and the Hérakleids invade Peloponnésus.? 
These two names, barren of actions or attributes, are probably 
introduced by the genealogists whom Pausanias followed, to fill 
up the supposed interval between the Trojan war and the Dorian 
imvasion. 

We find the ordinary discrepancies in respect to the series and 
the members of this genealogy. ‘Thus some called Epeios son of 
Aéthlius, others son of Endymidén :? a third pedigree, which car 
ries the sanction of Aristotle and is followed by Conon, designated 
Eleios, the first settler of Elis, as son of Poseidén and Eurypylé, 
daughter of Endymién, and Epeios and Alexis as the two sons of 
Eleios.4 And Pindar himself, in his ode to Epharmostus the 
Locrian, introduces with much emphasis another king of the 
Epeians named Opus, whose daughter, pregnant by Zeus, was 
conveyed by that god to the old and childless king Locrus: the 
child when born, adopted by Locrus and named Opus, became the 
eponymous hero of the city so called in Locris.5 Moreover Heka- 
teeus the Milesian not only affirmed (contrary both to the Iliad 
and the Odyssey) that the Epeians and the Eleians were different 
people, but also added that the Epeians had assisted Héraklés in 
his expedition against Augeas and Elis; a narrative very differ- 
ent from that of Apollodérus and Pausanias, and indicating besides 
that he must have had before him a genealogy varying from 
theirs.® 

It has already been mentioned that Aitdlus, son of Endyinidn, 


' Tliad, ii. 615-630. 2 Pausan. v. 3, 4. 

§ Schol. Pindar, Olymp. ix. 86. 

4Schol, Ven. ad Il. xi. 687 ; Conén, Narrat. xv. ap. Scriptt. Mythogr. West 
p. 130. 

5 Pindar, Olymp. ix. 62: Schol. ibid. 86. ’Ooivroc nv Svyarnp 'HAcian 
Bactréwe, Hv ’AptororéAne KauBvonv kane. 

© “Bxaratoc dé 6 MiAnotog Erépouc Aéyet TOV "Hielwv trode "Eretoug: ty yous 
‘Hpakaei ovorparevoat rode ’Emeioug kat ovvavedetv ait®@ Tov Te Adyéav xa) 


eyy "Haw (Hekat. ap. Strab. viii. p. 341). 
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quitted Peloponnésus in consequence of having slain Apis.! The 
country on the north of the Corinthian gulf, between the rivere 
Fuénus and Achelous, received from him the name of A®télia 
instead of that of Kurétis. he acquired possession of it after having 
slain Dérus, Laodokus and Polypeetes, sons of Apollo and Phthia, 
by whom he had been well received. He had by his wife Pronoé 
(the daughter of Phorbas) two sons, Pleurén and Kalydon, and 
from them the two chief towns in AXtolia were named.2 Pleur6n 
married Xanthippé, daughter of Dérus, and had for his son Agé- 
nor, from whom sprang Portheus, or Porthaon, and Demoniké: 
Euénos and Thestius were children of the latter by the god 
Arés.3 

Portheus had three sons, Agrius, Melas and Cineus: among 
the offspring of Thestius were Althea and Léda,4— names which 
bring us to a period of interest in the legendary history. Léda 
marries T'yndareus and becomes mother of Helena and the Dios- 
curi: Althea marries Cineus, and has, among other children, 
Meleager and Deianeira; the latter being begotten by the god 
Dionysus, and the former by Arés.5 ‘Tydeus also is his son, the 


} Ephorus said that Atélus had been expelled by Salméneus king of the 
Epeians and Pisate (ap. Strabo. viii. p. 357) : he must have had before him a 
different story and different genealogy from that which is given in the text. 

® Apollodér. i. 7,6. Dérus, son of Apollo and Phthia, killed by télus, 
after having hospitably received him, is here mentioned. Nothing at all is 
known of this ; but the conjunction of names is such as to render it probable 
that there was some legend connected with them: possibly the assistance 
given by Apollo to the Kuretes against the Mtolians, and the death of Melea- 
ger by the hand of Apollo, related both in the Eoiai and the Minyas (Pausan. x. 
31, 2), may have been grounded upon it. The story connects itself with what 
is stated by Apollodérus about Dérus son of Hellén (see supra, p. 136). 

® According to the ancient genealogical poet Asius, Thestius was son of 
Agénor the son of Pleurén (Asii Fragm. 6, p. 413, ed. Marktsch.). Compare 
the genealogy of Aitolia and the general remarks upon it, in Brandstiter, 
Geschichte des Aitol. Landes, etc., Berlin, 1844, p. 23 seq. 

“ Respecting Léda, see the statements of Ibykus, Pherekydés, Hellanikus, 
ete. (Schol. Apollén. Rhod. i. 146). The reference to the Corinthiaca of 
Kumélus is curious: it is a specimen of the matters upon which these old 
genealogical poems dwelt. 

° Apollodér. i. 8, 1; Euripidés, Meleager, Frag. 1. The three sons of 
Portheus are named in the Iliad (xiv. 116) as living at Pleurén and Kalydén 
The name CEneus doubtless brings Dionysus into the legend. 
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father of Diomédés: warlike eminence goes hand in hand with 
tragic calamity among the members of this memorable family. 
We are fortunate enough to find the legend of Althea and 
Meleager set forth at considerable length in the Iliad, in the 
speech addressed by Phcenix to appease the wrath of Achilles. 
Qineus, king of Kalydon, in the vintage sacrifices which he offered 
to the gods, omitted to include Artemis: the misguided man either 
forgot her or cared not for her;! and the goddess, provoked by 
such an insult, sent against the vineyards of Gineus a wild boar, of 
vast size and strength, who tore up the trees by the root and laid 
prostrate all their fruit. So terrible was this boar, that nothing less 
than a numerous body of men could venture to attack him: Melea- 
ger, the son of Cineus, however, having got together a consider- 
able number of companions, partly from the Kurétes of Pleurén, at 
length slew him. But the anger of Artemis was not yet appeased, 
and she raised a dispute among the combatants respecting the pos- 
session of the boar’s head and hide, — the trophies of victory. In 
this dispute, Meleager slew the brother of his mother Althea, prince 
of the Kurétes of Pleurén: these Kurétes attacked the /Etdlians 
of Kalydén in order to avenge their chief. So long as Meleager 
contended in the field the A®télians had the superiority. But he 
presently refused to come forth, indignant at the curses impre- 
cated upon him by his mother: for Althea, wrung with sorrow 
for the death of her brother, flung herself upon the ground in 
tears, beat the earth violently with her hands, and implored 
Hadés and Persephoné to inflict death upon Meleager, — a prayer 
which the unrelenting Erinnys in Erebus heard but too well. So 
keenly did the hero resent this behavior of his mother, that he 
kept aloof from the war; and the Kurétes not only drove the 
ZEtolians from the field, but assailed the walls and gates of Kaly- 
dén, and were on the point of overwhelming its dismayed inhabi- 
tants. There was no hope of safety except in the arm of Melea- 
ger; but Meleager lay in his chamber by the side of his beautiful 
wife Kleopatra, the daughter of Idas, and heeded not the necessity. 


LH AGSer’, 7) obK évonoev: daooaTo O& péya YuuG (Iliad, ix. 533). The de 
aeructive influence of Até is mentioned before, v. 502. The piety of Xenophén 
reprot'nces this ancient circumstance, — Olveac & év yijpg éxirandouévoy Tig 
Geob, etc. (De Venat. ¢. i.) 


Valu. © 
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While the shouts of expected victory were heard from the assail- 
ants at the gates, the ancient men of Autélia and the priests of the 
gods earnestly besought Meleager to come forth,! offering him his 
choice of the fattest land in the plain of Kalydén. His dearest 
friends, his father Céneus, his sisters, and even his mother herself 
added their supplications, but he remained inflexible. At length 
the Kurétes penetrated into the town and began to burn it: at 
this last moment, Kleopatra his wife addressed to him her pathetic 
appeal, to avert from her and from his family the desperate hor- 
rors impending over them all. Meleager could no longer resist 

he put on his armor, went forth from his chamber, and repelled 
~ the enemy. But when the danger was over, his countrymen with- 
held from him the splendid presents which they had promised, 
because he had rejected their prayers, and had come forth only 
when his own haughty caprice dictated.2 

Such is the legend of Meleager in the Iliad: a verse in the 
second book mentions simply the death of Meleager, without far- 
ther details, as a reason why Thoas appeared in command of the 
/Etdlians before Troy.3 Though the circumstance is indicated only 
indirectly, there seems little doubt that Homer must have con- 
ceived the death of the hero as brought about by the maternal 
curse: the unrelenting Erinnys executed to the letter the invoca- 
tions of Althzea, though she herself must have been willing to re- 
tract them. 

Later poets both enlarged and altered the fable. ‘The Hesi- 
odic Koiai, as well as the old poem called the Minyas, represented 
Meleager as having been slain by Apollo, who aided the Kurétes 
in the war; and the incident of the burning brand, though quite 
at variance with Homer, is at least as old as the tragic poet Phry- 
nichus, earlier than Aischylus.4 The More, or Fates, presenting 
themselves to Althza shortly after the birth of Meleager, pre- 
dicted that the child would die so soon as the brand then burning 
on the fire near at hand should be consumed. Althea snatched 
it from the flames and extinguished it, preserving it with the 
atmost care, until she became incensed against Meleager for the 


* These priests formed the Chorus in the Meleager of Sophoklés(Schol 
ed Iliad. ib. 575). 


? Tliad, ix. 525-595. 3 Tliad. ii. 642. 
*Pausan. x. 31.2. The Taevodvar, a lost tragedy of Phrynichus. 
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death of her brother. She then cast it into the fire, and as soon 
as it was consumed the life of Meleager was brought to a close. 
We know, from the sharp censure of Pliny, that Sophoklés 
heightened the pathos of this subject by his account of the mourn- 
ful death of Meleager’s sisters, who perished from excess of grief. 
They were changed into the birds called Meleagrides, and their 
never-ceasing tears ran together into amber.! But in the hands 
of Euripidés — whether originally through him or not,? we can- 
not tell — Atalanta became the prominent figure and motive of 
the piece, while the party convened to hunt the Kalydénian boar 
was made to comprise all the distinguished heroes from every 
quarter of Greece. In fact, as Heyne justly remarks, this event 
is one of the four aggregate dramas of Grecian heroic life,3 along 
with the Argonautic expedition, the siege of Thébes, and the Tro- 
jan war. To accomplish the destruction of the terrific animal 
which Artemis in her wrath had sent forth, Meleager assembled 
not merely the choice youth among the Kurétes and AXtdlians (as 
we fine in the Iliad), but an illustrious troop, including Kastér and 
Pollux, Idas and Lynkeus, Péleus and Telamén, Théseus and 
Peirithous, Ankzeus and Képheus, Jasén, Amphiaraus, Admétus, 
Eurytién and others. Nestdr and Phcenix, who appear as old 
men before the walls of Troy, exhibited their early prowess as 
auxiliaries to the suffering Kalydénians.4 Conspicuous amidst 
them all stood the virgin Atalanta, daughter of the Arcadian 


1 Plin. H..N. xxxvii. 2, 11. 

2 There was a tragedy of Alschylus called ’Aradavry, of which nothing 
remains (Bothe, Atschyli Fragm. ix. p. 18). 

Of the more recent dramatic writers, several selected Atalanta as their 
subject (See Brandstater, Geschichte Attoliens, p. 65). 

3 There was a poem of Stesichorus, Yvodnpa: (Stesichor. Fragm. 15. p 
72). 

4 The catalogue of these heroes is in Apollodér. i. 8,2; Ovid, Metamor. 
viii. 300; Hygin. fab. 173. Euripidés, in his play of Meleager, gave an enu- 
meration and description of the heroes (see Fragm. 6 of that play, ed. Matth.). 
Nestér, in this picture of Ovid, however, does not appear quite so invincible 
as in his own speeches in the Iliad. The mythographers thought it neces- 
sary to assign a reason why Héraklés was not present at the Kalydonian 
adventure: he was just at that time in servitude with Omphalé in Lydia 
(Apollod. ii. 6,3). This seems to have been the idea of Ephorus, and it is 
much in his style of interpretation (see Ephor. Fragm. 9, ed. Didot.). 
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Schceneus ; beautiful and matchless for swiftness of foot, but living 
in the forest as a huntress and unacceptable to Aphrodité.! Seve- 
‘ral of the heroes were slain by the boar, others escaped by va- 
rious stratagems: at length Atalanta first shot him in the back, 
next Amphiaraus in the eye, and, lastly, Meleager killed him. 
Enamoured of the beauty of Atalanta, Meleager made over to her 
the vhief spoils of the animal, on the plea that she had inflicted 
the first wound. But his uncles, the brothers of Thestius, took 
them away from her, asserting their rights as next of kin,? if Me- 
leager declined to keep the prize for himself: the latter, exaspe- 
rated at this behavior, slew them. Althza, in deep sorrow for 
her brothers and wrath against her son, is impelled to produce 
the fatal brand which she had so long treasured up, and consign it 
to the flames. The tragedy concludes with the voluntary death 
both of Althea and Kleopatra. 

Interesting as the Arcadian huntress, Atalanta, is in herself, 
she is an intrusion, and not a very convenient intrusion, into the 
Homeric story of the Kalydénian boar-hunt, wherein another 
female Kleopatra, already occupied the foreground. But the 
more recent version became accredited throughout Greece, and 


' Euripid. Meleag. Fragm. vi. Matt. — 

Kémpidoc 68 wionu’, Apkac ’Aradavrn, kbvac 
Kai 76%’ éyovoa, etc. 

There was a drama “ Meleager” both of Sophoklés and Euripidés : of the 
former hardly any fragments remain, — a few more of the latter. 

® Hyginus, fab. 229. 

S Diod6r, iv. 34. Apollodérus (i. 8; 2-4) gives first the usual narrative, in: 
eluding Atalanta; next, the Homeric narrative with some additional circum- 
stances, but not including either Atalanta or the fire-brand on which Melea- 
ger’s life depended. He prefaces the latter with the words of dé @aou, ete 
Antoninus Liberalis gives this second narrative only, without Atalanta, from 
Nicander (Narrat. 2). 

The Latin scenic poet, Attius, had devoted one of his tragedies to this 
subject, taking the general story as given by Euripidés: “ Remanet gloria 
apud me: exuvias dignavi Atalante dare,” seems to be the speech of Melea- 
ger. (Attii Fragm. 8, ap. Poet. Scen. Lat. ed. Bothe, p. 215). The readers 
of the Aneid will naturally think of the swift and warlike virgin Camilla, as 
the parallel of Atalanta. 

“The narrative of Apollodérus reads awkwardly —MeAéaypoc kyon 


yovaira Kreora7pav, Bovdouevoc dé Kat && ’Aradavryc TEkvoroijoacal, ete 
(i57832); 
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was sustained by evidence which few persons in those days felt 
any inclination to controvert. For Atalanta carried away with her 
the spoils and head of the boar into Arcadia; and there for sue 
cessive centuries hung the identical hide and the gigantic tusks 
of three feet in length, in the temple of Athéné Alea at Tegea 
Kallimachus mentions them as being there preserved, in the third 
century before the Christian era ;! but the extraordinary value set 
upon them is best proved by the fact that the emperor Augustus 
took away the tusks from Tegea, along with the great statue of 
Athéné Alea, and conveyed them to Rome, to be there preserved 
among the public curiosities. Even a century and a half after- 
wards, when Pausanias visited Greece, the skin worn out with 
age was shown to him, while the robbery of the tusks had not 
been forgotten. Nor were these relics of the boar the only me- 
mento preserved at Tegea of the heroic enterprise. On the 
pediment of the temple of Athéné Alea, unparalleled in Pelo- 
ponnésus for beauty and grandeur, the illustrious statuary Skopas 
had executed one of his most finished reliefs, representing the 
Kalydonian hunt. Atalanta and Meleager were placed in the 
front rank of the assailants, and Ankzus, one of the Tegean 
heroes, to whom the tusks of the boar had proved fatal,? was 
represented as sinking under his death-wound into the arms of 
his brother Epochos. And Pausanias observes, that the Tegeans, 
while they had manifested the same honorable forwardness as 
other Arcadian communities in the conquest of Troy, the repulse 
of Xerxés, and the battle of Dipz against Sparta — might fairly 
claim to themselves, through Ankeus and Atalanta, that they 
alone amongst all Arcadians had participated in the glory of the 
Kalydonian boar-hunt.? So entire and unsuspecting is the faith 


1 Kallimachus, Hymn. ad Dian. 217.— 


Ob uv ExikAnrot Kadvdavior aypevtipec 
Méugovtat kampoto* Ta yap onugia vikne 
Apkadinn eionAderv, syet 0? &ru Inpde dddvTac. 


2 See Pherekyd. Frag. 81, ed. Didot. . 

3 Pausan. viii. 45, 4; 46, 1-3; 47, 2 Lucian, adv. Indoctum, ¢. 14. t. iii 
p. 111, Reiz. 

The officers placed in charge of the public curiosities or wonders at Rome 
fol éni roic Sabuacw) affirmed that one of the tusks had been accidentally 
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both. of the Tegeans and of Pausanias in the past historical real- 
ity of this romantic adventure. Strabo indeed tries to transform 
the romance into something which has the outward semblance of 
history, by remarking that the quarrel respecting the boar’s head 
and hide cannot have been the real cause of war between the 
Kurétes and the AXtélians; the true ground of dispute (he con- 
tends) was probably the possession of a portion of territory.! His 
remarks on this head are analogous to those of Thucydidés and 
other critics, when they ascribe the Trojan war, not to the rape of 
Helen, but to views of conquest or political apprehensions. But 
he treats the general fact of the battle between the Kurétes and 
the AXtdlians, mentioned in the Iliad, as something unquestiona- 
bly real and historical — recapitulating at the same time a va- 
riety of discrepancies on the part of different authors, but not 
giving any decision of his own respecting their truth or false- 
hood. 

In the same manner as Atalanta was intruded into the Kaly- 
dénian hunt, so also she seems to have been introduced into the 
memorabie funeral games celebrated after the decease of Pelias 
at Idlkos, in which she had no place at the time when the works 
on the chest of Kypselus were executed.2 But her native and 
genuine locality is Arcadia; where her race-course, near to the 
town of Methydrion, was shown even in the days of Pausanias.3 
This race-course had been the scene of destruction for more than 


broken in the voyage from Greece: the other was kept in the temple of Bac- 
chus in the Imperial Gardens. 

It is numbered among the memorable exploits of Théseus that he van 
quished and killed a formidable and gigantic sow, in the territory of Krom- 
my0on near Corinth. According to some critics, this Krommyénian sow was 
the mother of the Kalydénian boar (Strabo, viii. p. 380). 

1 Strabo, x. p. 466. IloAéwov 0’ éumecdvtog toig Oeotrddaie rpdc ( ivéa 
kat MeAéaypov, 6 pév Hounric, apudt ovde xepadg nat dépuari, Kata Thy repr 
Tod Karpov uvvoroyiav: wc dé 7d eikdc, Tept uépovce THe yOpac, etc. This 
remark is also similar to Mr. Payne Knight’s criticism on the true causes of the 
Trojan war, which were (he tells us) of a political character, independent of 
Helen and her abduction (Prolegom. ad Homer. c. 53). 

* Compare Apollodér. iii. 9, 2, and Pausan. v. 17, 4. She is made to 


wrestle with Péleus at these funeral games, which seems foreign to her char. 
acter. 


> Ps isan. viii. 35, 8 
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one unsuccessful suitor. For Atalanta, averse to marriage, had 
proclaimed that her hand should only be won by the competitor 
who could surpass her in running: all who tried and failed were 
condemned to die, and many were the persons to whom her 
beauty and swiftness, alike unparalleled, had proved fatal. At 
length Meilanién, who had vainly tried to win her affections by 
assiduous services in her hunting excursions, ventured to enter 
the perilous lists. Aware that he could not hope to outrun her 
except by stratagem, he had obtained by the kindness of Aphro- 
dité, three golden apples from the garden of the Hesperides, 
which he successively let fall near to her while engaged in the 
race. The maiden could not resist the temptation of picking 
them up, and was thus overcome: she became the wife of Mei- 
lanién and the mother of the Arcadian Parthenopzus, one of the 
seven chiefs who perished in the siege of Thébes.! 


1 Respecting the varieties in this interesting story, see Apollod. iii. 9, 2; 
Hygin. f. 185; Ovid, Metam. x. 560-700; Propert. i. 1, 20; lian, V. H 
xiii. i, MecAaviwvoc owdpovéorepoc. Aristophan. Lysistrat. 786 and Schol 
In the ancient representation on the chest of Kypselus (Paus. v. 19, 1), 
Meilanion was exhibited standing near Atalanta, who was holding a fawn. 
no match or competition in running was indicated. 

There is great discrepancy in the naming and patronymic description of 
the parties in the story. Three different persons are announced as fathers 
of Atalanta, Schoeneus, Jasus and Menalos; the successful lover in Ovid 
(and seemingly in Euripidés also) is called Hippomenés, not Meilanién. In 
the Hesiodic poems Atalanta was daughter of Schceneus ; Hellanikus called 
her daughter of Jasus. See Apollodor. 1. ¢.; Kallimach. Hymn to Dian. 
214, with the note of Spanheim ; Schol. Eurip. Pheeniss. 150; Schol. Theoer. 
Idyll. iii. 40; also the ample commentary of Bachet de Meziriac, Sur les 
Epitres d’Ovide, vol. i. p. 366. Servius (ad Virg. Eclog. vi. 61; Aineid, iii 
113) calls Atalanta a native of Scyros. 

Both the ancient scholiasts (see Schol. Apoll. Rhod. i. 769) and the modern 
commentators, Spanheim and Heyne, seek to escape this difficulty by 
supposing two Atalantas,—an Arcadian and a Beedtian: assuming the 
principle of their conjecture to be admissible, they ought to suppose at least 
three. 

Certainly, if personages of the Grecian mythes are to be treated as his- 
torically real, and their adventures as so many exaggerated and miscolored 
facts, it will be necessary to repeat the process of multiplying entities to an 
infinite extent. And this is one among the many reasons for rejecting the 
fundamental supposition. 

But when we consider these personages as purely legendary, so that an 
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We have yet another female in the family of C&neus, whose 
name the legend has immortalized. His daughter Deianeira was 
sought in marriage by the river Acheléus, who presented himself 
in various shapes, first as a serpent and afterwards as a bull. 
From the importunity of this hateful suitor she was rescued be 
the arrival of Héraklés, who encountered Achelous, vanquished 
him and broke off one of his horns, which Achelous ransomed by 
surrendering to him the horn of Amaltheia, endued with the 
miraculous property of supplying the possessor with abundance 
of any food or drink which he desired. Héraklés was rewarded 
for his prowess by the possession of Deianeira, and he made 
over the horn of Amaltheia as his marriage-present to CEineus.! 
Compelled to leave the residence of Cineus in consequence of 
having in a fit of anger struck the youthful attendant Eunomus, 
and involuntarily killed him,? Héraklés retired to Trachin, cross- 
ing the river Euénus at the place where the Centaur Nessus was 


historical basis can neither be affirmed nor denied respecting them, we es 
cape the necessity of such inconvenient stratagems. The test of identity is 
then to be sought in the attributes, not in the legal description, —in the 
predicates, not in the subject. Atalanta, whether born of one father or 
another, whether belonging to one place or another, is beautiful, cold, re- 
pulsive, daring, swift of foot and skilful with the how,— these attributes 
constitute her identity. The Scholiast on Theocritus (iii. 40), in vindicating 
his supposition that there were two Atalantas, draws a distinction founded 
upon this very principle: he says that the Beedtian Atalanta was roégoric, and 
the Arcadian Atalanta dpouvaia. But this seems an over-refinement: both 
the shooting and the running go to constitute an accomplished huntress. 

In respect to Parthenopzus, called by Euripidés and by so many others 
the son of Atalanta, it is of some importance to add, that Apollodérus 
Aristarchus, and Antimachus, the author of the Thebaid, assigned to him a 
pedigree entirely different,— making him an Argeian, the son of Talaos 
and Lysimaché, and brother of Adrastus. (Apollodér. i. 9,13; Aristarch, 
ap. Schol. Soph. Cid. Col. 1320; Antimachus ap. Schol. A’schyl. Sep. Theb. 
532; and Schol. Supplem. ad Eurip. Pheeniss. t. viii. p. 461, ed. Matth 
Apollodérus is in fact inconsistent with himself in another passage). 

 Sophokl. Trachin. 7. The horn of Amaltheia was described by Phere- 
kydés (Apollod. ii. 7, 5); see also Strabo, x. p. 458 and Dioddér. iv. 35, who 
cites an interpretation of the fables (oi eixa¢ovrec &¢ abriv radydéc) to the 
effect that it was symbolical of an embankment of the unruly river by Hé& 
raklés, and consequent recovery of very fertile land. 

* Hellanikus (ap. Athen. ix. p. 410) mentioning this incident, in two differ 
out works, called the attendant by two aifferent names 
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accustomed to carry over passengers for hire. Nessus carried 
over Deianeira, but when he had arrived on the other side, began 
to treat her with rudeness, upon which Héraklés slew him with 
an arrow tinged by the poison of the Lernwan hydra. The dying 
Centaur advised Deianeira to preserve the poisoned blood which 
flowed from his wound, telling her that it would operate as a 
philtre to regain for her the affections of Héraklés, in case she 
should ever be threatened by a rival. Some time afterwards the 
hero saw and loved the beautiful Iolé, daughter of Eurytos, king 
of Cichalia: he stormed the town, killed Eurytos, and made Iolé 
his captive. The misguided Deianeira now had recourse to her 
supposed philtre: she sent as a present to Héraklés a splendid 
tunic, imbued secretly with the poisoned blood of the Centaur. 
Héraklés adorned himself with the tunic on the occasion of ofter- 
ing a solemn sacrifice to Zeus on the promontory of Kénzon in 
Eubcea: but the fatal garment, when once put on, clung to him 
indissolubly, burnt his skin and flesh, and occasioned an agony 
of pain from which he was only relieved by death. Deianeira 
slew herself in despair at this disastrous catastrophe.! 


’ The beautiful drama of the Trachiniz has rendered this story familiar: 
compare Apollod. ii. 7,7. Hygin. f 36. Diodor. iv. 36-37. 

The capture of Cichalia (Oiyadiag GAworc) was celebrated in a very an 
cient epic poem by Kreophylos, of the Homeric and not of the Hesiodic 
character: it passed with many as the work of Homer himself. (See Diint- 
zer, Fragm. Epic. Greecor. p. 8. Welcker, Der Epische Cyclus, p. 229). 
The same subject was also treated in the Hesiodie Catalogue, or in the Eoiai 
(see Hesiod, Fragm. 129, ed. Marktsch.): the number of the children of 
Eurytos was there enumerated. 

This exploit seems constantly mentioned as the last performed by Héra- 
klés, and as immediately preceding his death or apotheosis on Mount (Eta: 
but whether the legend of Deianeira and the poisoned tunic be very old, we 
cannot tell. 

The tale of the death of Iphitos, son of Eurytos, by Héraklés, is as ancient 
as the Odyssey (xxi. 19-40): but it is there stated, that Eurytos dying left 
his memorable bow to his son Iphitos (the bow is given afterwards by Iphi- 
tos to Odysseus, and is the weapon so fatal to the suitors), — a statement not 
very consistent with the story that Gichalia was taken and Eurytos slain by 
Héraklés. It is plain that these were distinct and contradictory legends. 
Compare Soph. Trachin. 260-285 (where Iphitos dies before Eurytos), not 
only with the passage just cited from the Odyssey, but also with Pherekydés, 
Fragm. 34, Didot. 

Hyginus (f. 83) differs altogether in the parentage of Deianeira~ he calls 
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We have not yet exhausted the eventful career of Cineus and 
his family — ennobled among the /Mtolians especially, both by 
religious worship and by poetical eulogy — and favorite themes 
not merely in some of the Hesiodic poems, but also in other 
ancient epic productions, the Alkmzénis and the Cyclic Thébais.! 
By another marriage, Cineus had for his son Tydeus, whose 
poetical celebrity is attested by the many different accounts given 
both of the name and condition of his mother. Tydeus, having 
slain his cousins, the sons of Melas, who were conspiring against 
CEneus, was forced to become an exile, and took refuge at Argos 
with Adrastus, whose daughter Deipylé he married: The issue 
of this marriage was Diomédés, whose brilliant exploits in the 
siege of Troy were not less celebrated than those of his father at 
the siege of Thébes. After the departure of Tydeus, Cineus 
was deposed by the sons of Agrios, and fell into extreme poverty 
and wretchedness, from which he was only rescued by his grand- 
son Diomédés, after the conquest of Troy.2. The sufferings of 
this ancient warrior, and the final restoration and revenge by 
Diomédés, were the subject of a lost tragedy of Euripidés, which 
even the ridicule of Aristophanés demonstrates to have been 
eminently pathetic.% 

Though the genealogy just given of CEneus is in part Ho- 
meric, and seems to have been followed generally by the mytho- 
graphers, yet we find another totally at variance with it in 
Hekatzeus, which he doubtless borrowed from some of the old 
poets: the simplicity of the story annexed to it seems to attest 
its antiquity. Orestheus, son of Deukalién, first passed inte 


her daughter of Dexamenos: his account of her marriage with Héraklés is 
in every respect at variance with Apollodorus. In the latter, Mnésimaché 
is the daughter of Dexamenos ; Héraklés rescues her from the importunities 
of the Centaur Eurytion (ii. 5, 5). 

See the references in Apollod. i, 8, 4-5. Pindar, Isthm. iv. 32. Medéray 
68 cogtotaig Arog Exate mpdaBahov cEBiCouevor Ev piv AitwAdyv Buoiaor 
gaevvaic Oivetda kparepol, etc. 

? Hekat. Fragm. 341, Didot. In this story Gineus is connected with the 
first discovery of the vine and the making of wine (oivoc): compare Hygin. 
f 129, and Servius ad Virgil. Georgic. i. 9. 

* See Welcker (Griechisch. Tragod. ii. p. 583) on the lost tragedy called 
Cneus 
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Etdlia, and acquired the kingdom: he was father of Phytios, 
who was father of CGineus. itélus was son of CEneus.! 

The original migration of Attélus from Elis to Cétélia — and 
the subsequent establishment in Elis of Oxylus, his descendant 
in the tenth generation, along with the Dorian invaders of Pelo- 
ponnésus — were commemorated by two inscriptions, one in the 
agora of Elis, the other in that of the %télian chief town, 
Thermum, engraved upon the statues of Attdlus and Oxylus,? 
respectively. 


O-H-AVP LE Roa Ls 
THE PELOPIDS. 


AMONG the ancient legendary genealogies, there was none 
which figured with greater splendor, or which attracted to itself 


Timoklés, Comic. ap. Athenz. vii. p. 223. — 
Tépwv tic atvyet ; Katéuaderv Tov Oivéa. 


Ovid. Heroid. ix. 153. — 
“ Heu! devota domus! Solio sedet Agrios alto 
Cinea desertum nuda senecta premit.” 


The account here given is in Hyginus (f. 175): but it is in many points 
different both from Apollodorus (i. 8, 6; Pausan. ii. 25) and Pherekydés 
(Fragm. 83, Didot). It seems to be borrowed from the lost tragedy of Euri- 
pidés. Compare Schol. ad Aristoph. Acharn. 417. Antonin. Liberal. c. 37. 
In the Iliad, Gineus is dead before the Trojan war (ii. 641). 

The account of Ephorus again is different (ap. Strabo. x. p. 462) ; he joins 
Alkmz6n with Diomédés: but his narrative has the air of a tissue of quasi- 
historical conjectures, intended to explain the circumstance that the A®tolian 
Diomédés is king of Argos during the Trojan war. 

Pausanias and Apollodérus affirm that Gineus was buried at Ginoé be- 
tween Argos and Mantineia, and they connect the name of this place with 
him. But it seems more reasonable to consider him as the eponymuas uere 
of Giniade in Atdlia. 

? Ephor. Fragm. 29. Didot ap. Strab. x. 

bi 
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a higher degree of poetical interest and pathos, than that of the 
Pelopids — Tantalus, Pelops, Atreus and Thyestés, Agamemnén 
and Menelaus and Avgisthus, Helen and Klyteemnéstra, Orestés 
and Elektra and Hermioné. Each of these characters is a star 
of the first magnitude in the Grecian hemisphere: each name 
suggests the idea of some interesting romance or some harrowing 
tragedy: the curse which taints the family from the beginning 
inflicts multiplied wounds at every successive generation. So, at 
least, the story of the Pelopids presents itself, after it had been 
successively expanded and decorated by epic, lyric and tragic 
poets. It will be sufficient to touch briefly upon events with 
which every reader of Grecian poetry is more or less familiar, 
and to offer some remarks upon the way in which they were col- 
ored and modified by different Grecian authors. 

Pelops is the eponym or name-giver of the Peloponnésus : to 
find an eponym for every conspicuous local name was the invaria- 
ble turn of Grecian retrospective fancy. The name Peloponnésus 
is not to be found either in the Iliad or the Odyssey, nor any other 
denomination which can be attached distinctly and specially to 
the entire peninsula. But we meet with the name in one of the 
most ancient post-Homeric poems of which any fragments have 
been preserved —the Cyprian Verses—a poem which many 
(seemingly most persons) even of the contemporaries of Herodo- 
tus ascribed to the author of the Iliad, though Herodotus contra- 
dicts the opinion.'! The attributes by which the Pelopid Aga- 
memnon and his house are marked out and distinguished from 
the other heroes of the Iliad, are precisely those which Grecian 
imagination would naturally seek in an eponymus — superior 
wealth, power, splendor and regality. Not only Agamemnén 


-_ — ey 
’ Hesiod. ii. 117. Fragment. Epice. Gree. Diintzer, ix. Kimpza, 8. -- 
Ala te Avykeds 
Tavyetov rpooéBave Toolv rayéecor Teror9Oc, 
*Axpotatov © dvaBac diedépkeTto vioov dnacay 
Tavradidew TléAoroc. 


Also the Homeric Hymn. Apoll. 419, 430, and Tyrteeus, Fragm. 1. — 
(Etvopia) —Eipeiav Mlédorog vicov ddixdueda. 


The Schol. ad Tliad. ix. 246, intimates that the name IleAonévynooe occurred 
m one or more of the Hesiodic epics. 
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bioself, but his brother Menelaus, is “ more of a king ” eveu than 
Nestor or Diomédés. The gods have not given to the king of 
the “much-golden” Mykéne greater courage, or strength, or 
ability, than to various other chiefs; but they have conferred 
upon him a marked superiority in riches, power and dignity, and 
have thus singled him out as the appropriate leader of the 
forces.1_ He enjoys this preeminence as belonging to a privileged 
family and as inheriting the heaven-descended sceptre of Pelops, 
the transmission of which is described by Homer in a very 
remarkable way. ‘The sceptre was made “by Héphestos, whe 
presented it to Zeus; Zeus gave it to Hermés, Hermés to the 
charioteer Pelops; Pelops gave it to Atreus, the ruler of men; 
Atreus at his death left it to Thyestés, the rich cattle-owner ; 
Thyestés in his turn left it to his nephew Agamemnon to carry, 
that he might hold dominion over many islands and over all 
Argos.”? 

We have here the unrivalled wealth and power of the “ king 
of men, Agamemnon,” traced up to his desvent from Pelops, and 
accounted for, in harmony with the recognized epical agencies, 
by the present of the special sceptre of Zeus through the hands 
of Hermés; the latter being the wealth-giving god, whose bless 


1 Tliad, ix. 37. Compare ii. 580. Diomédés addresses Agamemnon - 


Lol dé dravdiya dGxe Kpovov rai¢ uyxvAountew 
Leqartpw wév tor ddke reTipjoda wept Tavtwv*® 
*AAKHY O° ovToL JOKev, 6, TE KpaTog éoTl féyLoTOD. 


A similar contrast is drawn by Nestor (Il. i. 280) between Agamemnon and 
Achilles. Nestor says to Agamemnon (Il. ix. 60) — 
’Arpetdn, od piv dpye* od yap BaoltiAeitarég éoor. 

And this attribute attaches to Menelaus as well as to his brother. For when 
Diomédés is about to choose his companion for the night expedition inte 
the Trojan camp, Agamemnon thus addresses him (x. 232) : 

Tov piv On Erapédv y’ alphaean, bv K’ EdéAnava 

Sawopévor tov apiotov, bret weuaact ye ToAAot * 

Mndé ob y’ aiddpevoc ofor dpect, Tov wiv dpeiw 

KaAAeirew od 02 xeipov’ dxaoceat aidoi cikwv, 

"Ec yevenv dpour, el cal Baorrebrepoc éorww. 

‘Qc Egat’, Eddeice dé mrept EavdG Meveddy. 

* iad, ii. 101 
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ing is most efficacious in furthering the process of a quisition, 
whether by theft or by accelerated multiplication of flocks and 
herds.!. The wealth and princely character of the Atreids were 
proverbial among the ancient epic poets. Paris not only carnes 
away Hellen, but much property along with her:? the house of 
Menelaus, when Télemachus visits it in the Odyssey, is so re- 
splendent with gold and silver and rare ornament,} as to strike 
the beholder with astonishment and admiration. The attributes 
assigned to Tantalus, the father of Pelops, are in conformity with 
the general idea of the family — superhuman abundance and en- 
joyments, and intimate converse with the gods, to such a degree 
that his head is turned, and he commits inexpiable sin. But 
though Tantalus himself is mentioned, in one of the most suspi- 
cious passages of the Odyssey (as suffering punishment in the 
under-world), he is not announced, nor is any one else announced, 
as father of Pelops, unless we are to construe the lines in the 
Tliad as implying that the latter was son of Hermés. In the con- 
ception of the author of the Iliad, the Pelopids are, if not of di- 
vine origin, at least a mortal breed specially favored and enno- 
bled by the gods — beginning with Pelops, and localized at My- 
kéne. No allusion is made to any connection of Pelops either 
with Pisa or with Lydia. 

The legend which connected Tantalus and Pelops with Mount 
Sipylus may probably have grown out of the Aolic settlements 
at Magnésia and Kymé. Both the Lydian origin and the Pisatie 
sovereignty of Pelops are adapted to times later than the Iliad, 
when the Olympic games had acquired to themselves the general 
reverence of Greece, and had come to serve as the religious and 
recreative centre of the Peloponnésus —and when the Lydian 


——a 


} Tliad, xiv. 491. Hesiod. Theog. 444. Homer, Hymn. Mercur. 526-568 
‘OAGov Kai wAobTov dHow TepiKdAdAea faBdov. Compare Eustath. ad Iliad. 
Xvi. 182. 

* Tiiad, iii. 72; vii. 363. In the Hesiodic Eoiai was the followin couplet 
(Fragm. 55. p. 48, Diintzer) :— 

‘AAKhy pév yap édwxev ‘OAbumtog Aiakidnow, 

Nodv 0 ’Apvdaovidaic, tAodTov © érop’ "Atpeidnat. 
Again, Tyrteus, Fragm. 9, 4. — 

Otis’ ei Tavradidew WéAorog BactAebrepog ein, ete. 

“ Odvss. iv. 45-71 
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and Phrygian heroic names, Midas and Gygés, were the types 
of wealta and luxury, as well as of chariot driving, in the imag- 
ination of a Greek. The inconsiderable villages of the Pisatid 
derived their whole importance from the vicinity of Olympia: 
they are not deemed worthy of notice in the Catalogue of Homer. 
Nor could the genealogy which connected the eponym of the en- 
tire peninsula with Pisa have obtained currency in Greece unless 
it had been sustained by preéstablished veneration for the locality 
of Olympia. But if the sovereign of the humble Pisa was to be 
recognized as forerunner of the thrice-wealthy princes of Mikéne, 
it became necessary to assign some explanatory cause of his 
riches. Hence the supposition of his being an immigrant, son of 
a wealthy Lydian named Tantalus, who was the offspring of Zeus 
and Plouté. Lydian wealth and Lydian chariot-driving render- 
ed Pelops a fit person to occupy his place in the legend, both as 
ruler of Pisa and progenitor of the Mykenzan Atreids. Even 
with the admission of these two circumstances there is considera- 
ble difficulty, for those who wish to read the legends as consecu- 
tive history, in making the Pelopids pass smoothly and plausibly 
from Pisa to Mykéne. 

I shall briefly recount the legends of this great heroic family 
as they came to stand in their full and ultimate growth, after the 
localization of Pelops at Pisa had been tacked on as a preface to 
Homer’s version of the Pelopid genealogy. 

Tantalus, residing near Mount Sipylus in Lydia, had two chil- 
dren, Pelops and Niobé. He was a man of immense possessions 
and preéminent happiness, above the lot of humanity: the gods 
communicated with him freely, received him at their banquets, 
and accepted of his hospitality in return. Intoxicated with such 
prosperity, Tantalus became guilty of gross wickedness. He 
stole nectar and ambrosia from the table of the gods, and reveal- 
ed their secrets to mankind: he killed and served up to them at 
a feast his own son Pelops. The gods were horror-struck when 
they discovered the meal prepared for them: Zeus restored the 
mangled youth to life, and as Démétér, then absorbed in grief 
for the loss of her daughter Persephoné, had eaten a portion ot 
the shoulder, he supplied an ivory shoulder in place of it. Tan- 
talus expiated his guilt by exemplary punishment. He was 
placed in the under-world, with fruit and water seemingly close 
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to him, yet eluding his touch as often as he tried to grasp them, 
and leaving his hunger and thirst incessant and unappeased.) 
Pindar, in a very remarkable passage, finds this old legend re- 
volting to his feelings: he rejects the tale of the flesh of Pelops 
having been served up and eaten, as altogether unworthy of the 
gods.? 

Niobé, the daughter of Tantalus, was married to Amphion, 
axy| had a numerous and flourishing offspring of seven sons and 
sven daughters. Though accepted as the intimate friend and 
companion of Léto, the mother of Apollo and Artemas,? she was 
presumptuous enough to triumph over that goddess, and to place 
herself on a footing of higher dignity, on account of the superior 
number of her children. Apollo and Artemas avenged this in- 
sult by killing all the sons and all the daughters: Niobé, thus 
left a childless and disconsolate mother, wept herself to death, 
and was turned into a rock, which the later Greeks continued 
always to identify on Mount Sipylus.4 

Some authors represented Pelops as not being a Lydian, but « 
king of Paphlagonia; by others it was said that Tantalus, hav- 
ing become detested from his impieties, had been expelled from 
Asia by Ilus the king of Troy, —an incident which served the 
double purpose of explaining the transit of Pelops to Greece, 
and of imparting to the siege of Troy by Agamemnon the charac- 
ter of retribution for wrongs done to his ancestor. When Pe- 
lops came over to Greece, he found Cénomaus, son of the god 
Arés and Harpinna, in possession of the principality of Pisa, 


Diod6r. iv. 77. Hom. Odyss. xi. 582. Pindar gives a different version 
of the punishment inflicted on Tantalus: a vast stone was perpetually im- 
pending over his head, and threatening to fall (Olymp. i.56; Isthm. vii. 20). 
* Pindar, Olymp. i. 45. Compare the sentiment of Iphigeneia in Eurip- 
idés, Iph. Taur. 387. 
3 Sapphé (Fragm. 82, Schneidewin)— 
Aat® cai NioBa para piv pirat hoav éraipat. 


Sappho assigned to Niobé eighteen children (Aul. Gell. N. A. iv. A. xx. 7); 
Hesiod gave twenty ; Homer twelve (Apollod. iii. 5). 

The Lydian historian Xanthus gave a totally different version both of the 
genealogy and of the misfortunes of Niobé (Parthen. Narr. 33). 

* Ovid, Metam. vi. 164-311. Pausan.i. 21, 5; viii. 2, 3. 

® Apollén. Rhod ii. 358, and Schol.; Ister. Fragment. 59, Dindorf; Dio 
dor. iv. 74. 
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immediately bordering on the district of Olympia. CEnomaus, 
having been apprized by an oracle that death would overtake him 
if he permitted his daughter Hippodameia to marry, refused to 
give her in marriage except to some suitor who should beat him 
in a chariot-race from Olympia to the isthmus of Corinth;! the 
ground here selected for the legendary victory of Pelops deserves 
attention, inasmuch as it is a line drawn from the assumed centre 
of Peloponnésus to its extremity, and thus comprises the whole 
territory with which Pelops is connected as eponym. Any suitor 
overmatched in the race was doomed to forfeit his life ; and the 
fleetness of the Pisan horses, combined with the skill of the 
charioteer Myrtilus, had already caused thirteen unsuccessful 
competitors to perish by the lance of GEnomaus.2 Pelops enter- 
ed the lists as a suitor: his prayers moved the god Poseidén to 
supply him with a golden chariot and winged horses; or accord- 
ing to another story, he captivated the affections of Hippoda- 
meia herself, who persuaded the charioteer Myrtilus to loosen 
the wheels of Cinomaus before he started, so that the latter was 
overturned and perished in the race. Having thus won the hand 
of Hippodameia, Pelops became Prince of Pisa.3 He put to 
death the charioteer Myrtilus, either from indignation at his 
treachery to Cinomaus,! or from jealousy on the score of Hip- 
podameia: but Myrtilus was the son of Hermés, and though 
Pelops erected a temple in the vain attempt to propitiate that 
god, he left a curse upon his race which fixture calamities were 
destined painfully to work out.® 

Pelops had a numerous issue by Hippodameia: Pittheus, 
Troezen and Epidaurus, the eponyms of the two Argolic cities 


1 Diodor. iv. 74. 

2 Pausanias (vi. 21, 7) had read their names in the Hesiodic EKoiai. 

3 Pindar, Olymp. i. 140. The chariot race of Pelops and Ginomaus was 
represented on the chest of Kypselus at Olympia: the horses of the former 
were given as having wings (Pausan, v. 17,4). Pherekydés gave the same 
story (ap. Schol. ad Soph. Elect. 504). 

4 It is noted by Herodotus and others as a remarkable fact, that no mules 
were ever bred in the Eleian territory: an Eleian who wished to breed a 
mule sent his mare for the time out of the region. The Eleians themselves 
ascribed this phenomenon to a disability brought on the land by a curse 
‘rom the lips of Ginomaus ‘Herod. iv. 30; Plutarch, Quest. Gree. p. 303). 

5 Paus. y. 1,1; Sophok. Elektr. 508; Eurip Orest. 985, with Schol.. 


Plato, Kratyl. p. 395 
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so called, are said to have been among them: Atreus and Thy 
estes were also his sons, and his daughter Nikippé married Sthe- 
nelus of Mykénz, and became the mother of Eurystheus.! We 
hear nothing of the principality of Pisa afterwards: the Pisatid 
villages became absorbed into the larger aggregate of Elis, after 
a vain struggle to maintain their separate right of presidency 
over the Olympic festival. But the legend ran that Pelops left 
his name to the whole peninsula: according to Thucycidés, he 
was enabled to do this because of the great wealth which he had 
brought with him from Lydia into a poor territory. The histo 
tian leaves out all the romantic interest of the genuine legends — 
preserving only this one circumstance, which, without being bet- 
ter attested than the rest, carries with it, from its common-place 
and prosaic character, a pretended historical plausibility.? 
Besides his numerous issue by Hippodameia, Pelops had an 
illegitimate son named Chrysippus, of singular grace and beauty, 
towards whom he displayed so much affection as to zouse the 
jealousy of Hippodameia and her sons. Atreus and Thyestés 
conspired together to put Chrysippus to death, for which they 
were banished by Pelops and retired to Mykénz,3—an event 
which brings us into the track of the Homeric legend. For 
Thucydidés, having found in the death of Chrysippus a suitable 
ground for the secession of Atreus from Pelops, conducts him at 
once to Mykéne, and shows a train of plausible circumstances 
to account for his having mounted the throne. LEurystheus, king 
of Mykénz, was the maternal nephew of Atreus: when he 
engaged in any foreign expedition, he naturally entrusted the 
regency to his uncle; the people of Mykénz thus became accus- 
tomed to be governed by him, and he on his part made etforts to 
conciliate them, so that when Eurystheus was defeated and slain 
in Attica, the Mykénzan people, apprehensive of an invasion 
from the Heérakleids, chose Atreus as at once the most powerful 


* Apollod. ii. 4,5. Pausan. ii. 30, 8; 26,3; v. 8, 1. Hesiod. ap. Schol 
ad Iliad. xx. 116. 

2 Thucyd. i. 5 

° We find two distinct legends respecting Chrysippus : his abdrection by 
Laius king of Thébes, on which the lost drama of Euripidés call-d Chry- 
sippus turned (see Welcker, Griech. Tragédien, ii. p. 536), and his death by 
he hands of his half-brothers. Hyginus (f. 85) blends the two together. 
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and most acceptable person for his successor.! Such was the tale 
which Thucydidés derived “from those who had learnt ancient 
‘Peloponnésian matters most clearly from their forefathers.” The 
introduction of so much sober and quasi-political history, unfor- 
tunately unauthenticated, contrasts strikingly with the highly poet- 
izal legends of Pelops and Atreus, which precede and follow it. 
Atreus and Thyestés are known in the Iliad only as successive 
possessors of the sceptre of Zeus, which Thyestés at his death 
bequeathes to Agamemnon. The family dissensions among this 
fated race commence, in the Odyssey, with Agamemnon the son 
of Atreus, and AXgisthus the son of Thyestés. But subsequent 
poets dwelt upon an implacable quarrel between the two fathers 
The cause of the bitterness was differently represented: some al- 
leged that Thyestés had intrigued with the Krétan Aeropé, the 
wife of his brother; other narratives mentioned that Thyestés 
procured for himself surreptitiously the possession of a lamb 
with a golden fleece, which had been designedly introduced 
among the flocks of Atreus by the anger of Hermés, as a cause 
of enmity and ruin to the whole family.2 Atreus, after a violent 


1 Thucyd. i. 9. Aéyovar dé of ra MeAorovyyoiwy capéotara prqun mapa TOV 
mpoteoov dedeyuévot.. According to Hellanikus, Atreus the elder son re- 
turns to Pisa after the death of Pelops with a great army, and makes him- 
self master of his father’s principality (Hellanik. ap Schol.ad Iliad. ii. 105) 
Hellanikus does not seem to have been so solicitous as Thucydidés to bring 
the story into conformity with Homer. The circumstantial genealogy giy- 
en in Schol. ad Eurip. Orest. 5. makes Atreus and Thyestés reside during 
their banishment at Makestus in Triphylia: it is given without any special 
authority, but may perhaps come from Hellanikus. 

2 AMschil. Agamem. 1204, 1253, 1608; Hygin. 86; Attii Fragm.19. This 
was the story of the old poem entitled AlkmzOnis ; seemingly also of Phe- 
rekydés, though the latter rejected the story that Hermés had produced the 
golden lamb with the special view of exciting discord between the two broth- 
ers, in order to avenge the death of Myrtilus by Pelops (see Schol. ad 
Eurip. Orest. 996). 

A different legend, alluded to in Soph. Aj. 1295 (see Schol. ad loe.), 
recounted that Aeropé had been detected by her father Katreus in unchaste 
commerce with a low-born person; he entrusted her in his anger to Nau- 
plius, with directions to throw her into the sea: Nauplius however not only 
spared her life, but betrothed her to Pleisthenés, father of Agamemnén 


and son of Atreus. 
The tragedy entitled Atreus of the Letin poet Attius, seems to have 
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burst of indignation, pretended to be reconciled, and invited Thy 
estés to a banquet, in which he served up to him the limbs of 
his own son, and the father ignorantly partook of the fatal meal. 
Even the all-seeing Hélios is said to have turned back his chariot 
to the east in order that he might escape the shocking spectacle 
of this Thyestéan banquet: yet the tale of Thyestéan revenge 
—the murder of Atreus perpetrated by AXgisthus, the incestuous 
offspring of Thyestés by his daughter Pelopia— is no less replete 
with horrors.! 

’ Homeric legend is never thus revolting. Agamemnén and 
Menelaus are known to us chiefly with their Homeric attributes, 
which have not been so darkly overlaid by subsequent poets as 
those of Atreus and Thyestés. Agamemnén and Menelaus are 
affectionate brothers: they marry two sisters, the daughters of 
Tyndareus king of Sparta, Klytaeemnéstra and Helen; for Helen, 
the real offspring of Zeus, passes as the daughter of Tyndarius.? 
The “king of men” reigns at Mykénz ; Menelaus succeeds ‘Tyn- 
dareus at Sparta. Of the rape of Helen, and the siege of Troy 
consequent upon it, I shall speak elsewhere: I now touch only 
upon the family legends of the Atreids. Menelaus, on his return 
from Troy with the recovered Helen, is driven by storms far 
away to the distant regions of Phcenicia and Egypt, and is ex- 
posed to a thousand dangers and hardships before he again sets 
foot in Peloponnésus. But at length he reaches Sparta, resumes 
his kingdom, and passes the rest of his days in uninterrupted 
happiness and splendor: being moreover husband of the godlike 
Helen and son-in-law of Zeus, he is even spared the pangs of 
death. When the fulness of his days is past he is transported 
to the Elysian fields, there to dwell along with “the golden-haired 
Rhadamanthus” in a delicious climate and in undisturbed re 
pose. 

Far different is the fate of the king of Alege! Agamemnon. 


beanie out, with painful fidelity, the for sh agian savage features of this 
family iesend (see Aul. Gell. xiii. 2, and the fragments of Attius now remain 
ing, together with the tragedy called Thyestés, of Seneca). 

* Hygin. fab. 87-88. 

* So we must say, in conformity to the ideas of antiquity: compare Ho 
mer, Iliad, xvi. 176 and Herodot. vi. 53. 

* Hom. Odyss. iii, 280-300; iv. 83-560. 
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During his absence, the unwarlike Agisthus, son of Thyestés, 
had seduced his wife Klytemnéstra, in spite of the special warn- 
ing of the gods, who, watchful over this privileged family, had 
sent their messenger Hermés expressly to deter him from the 
attempt. A venerable bard had been left by Agamemnon as 
the companion and monitor of his wife, and so long as that guar 
dian was at hand, A‘gisthus pressed his suit in vain. But he got 
rid of the bard by sending him to perish in a desert island, and 
then won without difficulty the undefended Klytemnéstra. Igno- 
rant of what had passed, Agamemnén returned from Troy vic- 
torious and full of hope to his native country ; but he had scarcely 
landed when /Kgisthus invited him to a banquet, and there with 
the aid of the treacherous Klytemnéstra, in the very hall of fes 
tivity and congratulation, slaughtered him and his companions 
“like oxen tied to the manger.” His concubine Kassandra, the 
prophetic daughter of Priam, perished along with him by the 
hand of Klytamnéstra herself.2 The boy Orestés, the only male 
offspring of Agamemnén, was stolen away by his nurse, and 
placed in safety at the residence of the Phokian Strophius. 

For seven years Aigisthus and Klytamnéstra reigned in tran 
quillity at Mykénz on the throne of the murdered Agamemnén. 
But in the eighth year the retribution announced by the gods over- 
took them: Orestés, grown to manhood, returned and avenged 
his father by killing AXgisthus, according to Homer; subsequent 
poets add, his mother also. He recovered the kingdom of My- 
kénee, and succeeded Menelaus in that of Sparta. Hermioné, the 
only daughter of Menelaus and Helen, was sent into the realm 
of the Myrmidons in Thessaly, as the bride of Neoptolemus, son 
of Achilles, according to the promise made by her father during 
the siege of Troy. 

Here ends the Homeric legend of the Pelopids, the final act 
of Orestés being cited as one of unexampled glory. Later poets 
made many additions: they dwelt upon his remorse and hardly- 


1 Odyss. i. 38 ; iii. 310.— avaAKidog Aiyiodouo. 

2 Odyss. iii. 260-275 ; iv. 512-537; xi. 408. Deinias in his Argolica, and 
other historians of that territory, fixed the precise day of the murder of 
Agamemn6n,—the thirteenth of the month Gamélién (Schol. ad Sophok] 
Elektr. 275) 

3 Odyss. ili 306; iv. 9 4 Odvss. i. 299. 
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earned pardon for the murder of his mother, and upon his de 
voted friendship for Pylades; they wove many interesting tales, 
too, respecting his sisters Iphigeneia and Elektra and his cousin 
Hermioné,— names which have become naturalized in every 
climate and incorporated with every form of poetry. 

These poets did not at all scruple to depart from Homer, and 
to give other genealogies of their own, with respect to the chief 
persons of the Pelopid family. In the Iliad and Odyssey, Aga- 
memnon is son of Atreus: in the Hesiodic Eoiai and in Stesicho- 
rus, he is son of Plsisthenés the son of Atreus.'| In Homer, he 
is specially marked as reigning at Mykénz ; but Stesichorus, Si 
monidés and Pindar? represented him as having both resided 
and perished at Sparta or at Amykle. According to the ancient 
Cyprian Verses, Helen was represented as the daughter of Zeus 
and Nemesis: in one of the Hesiodic poems she was introduced 
as an Oceanic nymph, daughter of Oceanus and Téthys.s The 
genealogical discrepancies, even as to the persons of the principal 
heroes and heroines, are far too numerous to be cited, nor is it 
necessary to advert to them, except as they bear upon the un- 
availing attempt to convert such legendary parentage into a basis 
of historical record or chronological calculation. 

The Homeric poems probably represent that form of the le- 
gend, respecting Agamemnon and Orestés, which was current 
and popular among the Kolic colonists. Orestés was the great 
heroic chief of the AKolic emigration; he, or his sons, or his de- 
scendants, are supposed to have conducted the Achzans to seek 


1 Hesiod. Fragm. 60.p. 44, ed. Dintzer; Stesichor. Fragm. 44, Kleine. 
The Scholiast ad Soph. Elektr. 539, in reference to another discrepancy be- 
tween Homer and the Hesiodic poems about the children of Helen, remarks 
that we ought not to divert our attention from that which is moral and sal- 
utary to ourselves in the poets (Ta 70cKa Kal xpjowua juiv Toi¢ évTvyyavovat), 
in order to cavil at their genealogical contradictions. 

Welcker in vain endeavors to show that Pleisthenés was originally intre- 
duced as the father of Atreus, not as his son (Griech. Tragéd. p. 678). 

? Schol. ad Eurip. Orest. 46. “Ounpoc év Mukfvace dot rd Baaireia rod 
’Ayapéuvovogs ZtHoixopoc dé kal Lyywvidnc, gv Aakedatuovig. Pindar, Pyth, 
xi. 31; Nem. vili. 21. Stésichorus had composed an ’Opégreva, copied in 
many points from a still more ancient lyric Oresteia by Xanthus : compare 
Athen. xii. p. 513, and Alian, V. H. iv. 26. 

° Hesiod, ap. Schol. ad Pindar, Nem. x. 150. 
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a new home, when they were no longer able to make head against 
the invading Dorians: the great families at Tenedos and other 
Aiclic cities even during the historical era, gloried in tracing 
back their pedigrees to this illustrious source.!| The legends con- 
nectéd with the heroic worship of these mythical ancestors form 
the basis of the character and attributes of Agamemnon and his 
family, as depicted in Homer, in which Mykénz appears as the 
first place in Peloponnésus, and Sparta only as the second: the 
former the special residence of “the king of men;” the latter 
that of his younger and inferior brother, yet still the seat of a 
member of the princely Pelopids, and moreover the birth-place 
of the divine Helen. Sparta, Argos and Mykénz are all three 
destgnated in the Iliad by the goddess Héré as her favorite cities ;2 
yet the connection of Mykénz with Argos, though the two towns 
were only ten miles distant, is far less intimate than the connec- 
tion of Mykénz with Sparta. When we reflect upon the very 
peculiar manner in which Homer identifies Héré with the Grecian 
host and its leader, —for she watches over the Greeks with the 
active solicitude of a mother, and her antipathy against the Tro- 
jans is implacable to a degree which Zeus cannot comprehend, 3 
—and when we combine this with the ancient and venerated 
Hérzon, or temple of Héré, near Mykéne, we may partly ex- 
plain to ourselves the preéminence conferred upon Mykéne in 
the Iliad and Odyssey. The Hérzon was situated between Argos 
and Mykénez; in later times its priestesses were named and its 
affairs administered by the Argeians: but as it was much nearer 


1 See the ode of Pindar addressed to Aristagoras of Tenedos (Nem. xi 
35; Strabo, xiii. p. 582). There were Penthilids at Mityléné, from Penthi- 
Ins, son of Orestés (Aristot. Polit. v. 8, 13, Schneid.). 

2 Jliad, iv. 52. Compare Euripid. Hérakleid. 350 

4 Tliad, iv. 31. Zeus says to Héré,— 

Aamovin, Ti vd oe Iiptazog, Mptiayord te raiser 

Técoa kaka éleokov br domepyéc jeveaiverc 

THiov sadarakar sixtiwevov rroAiedpov ; 

Ei 08 of y’, elaeAdovoa ridac Kal Telyea pakpa, 

'Qudv BeBpdVore Ipiauov Iptapuotd re raidac, 

"AAAovg te T o@ac, Tore Kev yoAov bakécalo. 
Again. xviii. 358,— 

h ba vv ceio 
"RE abrips tyévovro napnKopowrrTec ’Axatoé. 
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to Mykénz than to Argos, we may with probability conclude that 
it originally belonged to the former, and that the increasing power 
of the latter enabled them to usurp to themselves a religious 
privilege which was always an object of envy and contention 
among the Grecian communities. The AZolic colonists doubtless 
took out with them in their emigration the divine and heroic 
legends, as well as the worship and ceremonial rites, of the Hé 
reon; and in those legends the most exalted rank would be as 
signed to the close-adjoming and administering city. 

Mykéne maintained its independence even down to the Persian 
invasion. Eighty of its heavy-armed citizens, in the ranks of 
Leonidas at Thermopylz, and a number not inferior at Platza, 
upheld the splendid heroic celebrity of their city during a season 
of peril, when the more powerful Argos disgraced itself by a 
treacherous neutrality. Very shortly afterwards Mykenz was 
enslaved and its inhabitants expelled by the Argeians. Though 
this city so long maintained a separate existence, its importance 
had latterly sunk to nothing, while that of the Dorian Argos was 
augmented very much, and that of the Dorian Sparta still more. 

The name of Mykén is imperishably enthroned in the Iliad 
and Odyssey; but all the subsequent fluctuations of the legend 
tend to exalt the glory of other cities at itsexpense. The recog 
nition of the Olympic games as the grand religious festival of 
Peloponnésus gave vogue to that genealogy which connected Pe- 
lops with Pisa or Elis and withdrew him from Mykénez. More 
ever, in the poems of the great Athenian tragedians, Mykénz is 
constantly confounded and treated as one with Argos. If any 
one of the citizens of the former, expelled at the time of its final 
subjugation by the Argeians, had witnessed at Athens a drama of 
4Eschylus, Sophoklés, or Euripidés, or the recital of an ode of 
Pindar, he would have heard with grief and indignation the city 
of his oppressors made a partner in the heroic glories of his 
own.! But the great political ascendency acquired by Sparta 
contributed still farther to degrade Mykéna, by disposing subse- 
quent poets to treat the chief of the Grecian armament against 
Troy as having been a Spartan. It has been already mentioned 
that Stésichorus, Simonidés and Pindar adopted this version of 


* See the preface of Dissen to the tenth Nem. of Pindar. 
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the legend: we know that Zeus Agamemnon, as well as the here 
Menelaus, was worshipped at the Dorian Sparta,! and the feeling 
of intimate identity, as well as of patriotic pride, which had grawn 
up in the minds of the Spartans connected with the name of 
Agamemnon, is forcibly evinced by the reply of the Spartan Sy- 
agrus to Gelén of Syracuse at the time of the Persian invasion 
of Greece. Geldn was solicited to lend his aid in the imminent 
danger of Greece before the battle of Salamis: he offered to 
furnish an immense auxiliary force, on condition that the supreme 
command should be allotted to him. “ Loudly indeed would the 
Pelopid Agamemnon cry out (exclaimed Syagrus in rejecting this 
application), if he were to learn that the Spartans had been de- 
prived of the headship by Gelén and the Tyracusans.”2 Nearly 
a century before this event, in obedience to the injunctions of the 
Delphian oracle, the Spartans had brought back from Tegea to 
Sparta the bones of “the Lacénian Orestés,” as Pindar denomi- 
nates him:3 the recovery of these bones was announced to them 
as the means of reversing a course of ill-fortune, and of procuring 
victory in their war against Tegea.4 The value which they set 
upon this acquisition, and the decisive results ascribed to it, ex- 
hibit a precise analogy with the recovery of the bones of Theseus 
from Skyros by the Athenian Cimén shortly after the Persian 
invasion.®> The remains sought were those of a hero properly 
belonging to their own soil, but who had died in a foreign land, 
and of whose protection and assistance they were for that reason 
deprived. And the superhuman magnitude of the bones, which 
were contained in a coffin seven cubits long, is well suited to the 
legendary grandeur of the son of Agamemnon. 


1 Clemens Alexandr. Admonit. ad Gent. p. 24. “Ayauéuvova yotv tiva 
Aia év Sraptyn tysdadar Zta@pvdog ioropei. See also Cinomaus ap. Euseb. 
Preparat. Evangel. v. 28. 

2 Herédot. vii. 159. "H xe péy’ oiuogerev 6 Iedoridng ’Ayauéuvor, myBe- 
uevoc Sraprigrac draparphodat ripv nyenoviay bd TéAwvoc re cal Tov Lope 
xovoiwy : compare Homer, Iliad, vii. 125. See what appears to be an imi- 
tation of the same passage in Josephus, De Bello Judaico, iii. 8, 4. @ 
uédaaa y dv orevasevar of marptot vouor, ete. 

®Pindar. Pyth. xi. 16. 4 Herodot. i. 68. 

? Plutarch. Théseus, c. 36, Cim6n, c. 8; Pausan. iii. 3, 6. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


LACONIAN AND MESSENIAN GENEALOGIES. 


Tuer earliest names in Lacénian genealogy are, an autoce: 
thonous Lelex and a Naiad nymph Kleochareia. From this pair 
sprung a son Eurdtas, and from him a daughter Sparta, who be- 
came the wife of Lacedzmdn, son of Zeus and Taygeté, daughter 
of Atlas. Amyklas, son of Lacedzemén, had two sons, Kynortas 
and Hyacinthus—the latter a beautiful youth, the favorite of 
Apollo, by whose hand he was accidentally killed while playing 
at quoits: the festival of the Hyacinthia, which the Lacedemé- 
nians generally, and the Amyklzans with special solemnity, cele- 
brated throughout the historical ages, was traced back to this 
legend. Kynortas was succeeded by his son Periérés, who mar- 
ried Gorgophoné, daughter of Perseus, and had a numerous issue 
— Tyndareus, Ikarius, Aphareus, Leukippus, and Hippokoon. 
Some authors gave the genealogy differently, making Periérés, 
son of Aolus, to be the father of Kynortas, and C&balus son of 


Kynortas, from whom sprung Tyndareus, Ikarius and Hippo- 
koon.! 


Both Tyndareus and Ikarius, expelled by their brother Hip- 
pokoon, were forced to seek shelter at the residence of Thestius, 
king of Kalydon, whose daughter, Léda, Tyndareus espoused. 
It is numbered among the exploits of the omnipresent Héraklés, 
that he slew Hippokoon and his sons, and restored Tyndareus to 
his kingdom, thus creating for the subsequent Hérakleidan kings 
a mythical title to the throne. Tyndareus, as well as his brothers, 
are persons of interest in legendary narrative: he is the father 
of Kastor, of Timandra, married to Echemus, the hero of Tegea 
and of Klytazmnéstra, married to Agamemnon. Pollux and the 
ever-memorable Helen are the offspring of Léda by Zeus. Ike 


1 Compare Apollod. iii. 10, 4. Pausan. iii. 1, 4. 
5 Hesiod. ap Schol Pindar. Olymp. xi. 79. 
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¥ius is the father of Penelopé, wife of Odysseus: the contrast 
between her behavior and that of Klytemnéstra and Helen 
became the more striking in consequence of their being so nearly 
related. Aphareus is the father of Idas and Lynkeus, while 
Leukippus has for his daughters, Phoebé and Ilaéira. Accord- 
ing to one of the Hesiodic poems, Kastér and Pollux were both 
sons of Zeus by I.éda, while Helen was neither daughter of Zeus 
por of Tyndareus, but of Oceanus and Téthys.! 

The brothers Kastér and (Polydeukés, or) Pollux are no less 
celebrated for their fraternal affection than for their great bodily 
accomplishment*: Kastor, the great charioteer and horse-master; 
Pollux, the firs’ of pugilists. They are enrolled both among the 
hunters of the Kalydénian boar and among the heroes of the 
Argonautic expedition, in which Pollux represses the insolence 
of Amykus, )ing of the Bebrykes, on the coast of Asiatic Thrace 
—the latter, a gigantic pugilist, from whom no rival has ever 
escaped, challenges Pollux, but is vanquished and killed in the 
fight.2 

The two brothers also undertook an expedition into Attica, for 
the purpose of recovering their sister Helen, who had been 
carried off by Théseus in her early youth, and deposited by him 
at Aphidna, while he accompanied Perithous to the under-world, 
in order to assist his friend in carrying off Persephoné. The 
force of Kastér and Pollux was irresistible, and when they re- 
demanded their sister, the people of Attica were anxious to restore 
her: but no one knew where Théseus had deposited his prize. 
The invaders, not believing in the sincerity of this denial, pro- 
ceeded to ravage the country, which would have been utterly 
ruined, had not Dekelus, the eponymus of Dekeleia, been able te 
indicate Aphidna as the place of concealment. The autochtho- 
nous Titakus betrayed Aphidna to Kastor and Pollux, and Helen 


1 Hesiod. ap. Schol. Pindar. Nem. x.150. Fragm. Hesiod Diintzer, 58. 
p- 44. ‘Tyndareus was worshipped as a god at LacedeemOn (Varro ap. Sery 
ad Virgil. Aneid. viii. 275). 

2 Apollon. Rhod. ii. 1-96. Apollod.i.9, 20. Theocrit. xxii. 26-133. In 
the account of Apollénius and Apollodérus, Amykus is slain in the contest; 
in that of Theocritus he is only conquered and forced to give in, with a 
promise to renounce for the future his brutal conduct; there were several 
Aifferent narratives. See Schol. Apollon. Rhod. ii. 106. 
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was recovered: the brothers in evacuating Attica, carried away 
into captivity A®thra, the mother of Théseus. In after-days, 
when Kastor and Pollux, under the title of the Dioskuri, had 
come to be worshipped as powerful gods, and when the Athenians 
were greatly ashamed of this act of ‘Théseus— the revelation 
made by Dekelus was considered as entitling him to the lasting 
gratitude of his country, as well as to the favorable remembrance 
of the Lacedzménians, who maintained the Dekeleians in the 
constant enjoyment of certain honorary privileges at Sparta,! and 
even spared that déme in all their invasions of Attica. Nor is it 
improbable that the existence of this legend had some weight in 
determining the Lacedemdnians to select Dekelia as the place of 
their occupation during the Peleponnésian war. 

The fatal combat between Kastor and Polydeukés on the one 
side, and Idas and Lynkeus on the other, for the possession of 
the daughters of Leukippus, was celebrated by more than one 
ancient poet, and forms the subject of one of the yet remaining 
Idylls of Theocritus. Leukippus had formally betrothed his 
daughters to Idas and Lynkeus; but the Tyndarids, becoming 
enamored of them, outbid their rivals in the value of the cus- 
tomary nuptial gifts, persuaded the father to violate his promise, 
and carried off Phcebé and Ilaéira as their brides. Idas and 
Lynkeus pursued them and remonstrated against the injustice : 
according to Theocritus, this was the cause of the combat. But 
there was another tale, which seems the older, and which assigns 
a different cause to the quarrel. The four had jointly made a 
predatory incursion into Arcadia, and had driven off some cattle, 
but did not agree about the partition of the booty — Idas carried 
off into Messénia a portion of it which the Tyndarids claimed as 


1 Diodér. iv. 63. Herod. iv. 73. AekeAéwv d& TOY Tore tpyacapévun Ep- 
yov xphotuor bc Tov mavTa Xpovov, w¢ abtod “ASyvaior Aéyovor. According 
to other authors, it was Akadémus who made the revelation, and the spot 
called Akadémia, near Athens, which the Lacedzeménians spared in con- 
sideration of this service (Plutarch, Théseus, 31, 32, 33, where he gives 
several different versions of this tale by Attic writers, framed with the view 
of exonerating Théseus). The recovery of Helen and the captivity of Athra 
were represented on the ancient chest of Kypselus, with the following curious 
imscription : 

Tuvdapida ‘ EXévay pépetov, Ai3pay 0 ’ADéEvaden 
*“EAkerov. Pausan. vy. 19 1 
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their own. To revenge and reimburse themselves, the Tyndarids 
invaded Messénia, placing themselves in ambush in the hollow of 
an ancient oak. But Lynkeus, endued with preternatural pow- 
ers of vision, mounted to the top of Taygetus, from whence, as he 
could see over the whole Peleponnésus, he detected them in their 
chosen place of concealment. Such was the narrative of the 
ancient Cyprian Verses. Kast6r perished by the hand of Idas, 
Lynkeus by that of Pollux. Idas, seizing a stone pillar trom the 
tomb of his father Aphareus, hurled it at Pollux, knocked him 
down and stunned him; but Zeus, interposing at the critical 
moment for the protection of his son, killed Idas with a thunder- 
bolt. Zeus would have conferred upon Pollux the gift of immor- 
tality, but the latter could not endure existence without his brother: 
he entreated permission to share the gift with Kastor, and both 
were accordingly pe>mitted to live, but only on every other day.1 

The Dioskuri, or sons of Zeus, — as the two Spartan heroes, 
Kastor and Pollux, were denominated, — were recognized in the 
historical days of Greece as gods, and received divine honors. 
This is even noticed in a passage of the Odyssey,? which is at any 
rate a very old interpolation, as well as in one of the Homeric 
hymns. What is yet more remarkable is, that they were invoked 
during storms at sea, as the special and all-powerful protectors of 
the endangered mariner, although their attributes and their 
celebrity seem to be of a character so dissimilar. They were 
worshipped throughout most parts of Greece, but with preéminen 
sanctity at Sparta. 

Kastor and Pollux being removed, the Spartan genealogy 
passes from Tyndareus to Menelaus, and from him to Orestés. 

Originally it appears that Messéné was a name for the western 
portion of Lacénia, bordering on what was called Pylos: it is so 
represented in the Odyssey, and Ephorus seems to have included 
it amongst the possessions of Orestés and his descendants. 


‘ Oypria Carm. Fragm. 8. p. 13, Diintzer. Lycophrén, 538-566 with 
Schol. Apollod. iii. 11, 1. Pindar, Nem. x. 55-90. érepywepov adavacian: 
also Homer, Odyss. xi. 302, with the Commentary of Nitzsch, vol. iii. p. 245. 

The combat thus ends more favorably to the Tyndarids; but probably the 
account least favorable to them is the oldest, since their dignity went on con 
tinually increasing, until at last they became great deities. 

® Odyss. xxi. 15. Diodor. xv. 66. 
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Throughout the whole duration of the Messénico-Dérian king- 
dom, there never was any town called Messéné: the town was 
first founded by Epameinondas, after the battle of Leuctra. The 
heroic genealogy of Messénia starts from the same name as that 
of Lacénia—from the autochthonous Lelex: his younger son, 
Polykadn, marries Messéné, daughter of the Argeian Triopas, 
and settles the country. Pausanias tells us that the posterity of 
this pair occupied the country for five generations; but he in 
vain searched the ancient genealogical poems to find the names 
of their descendants.! To them succeeded Periérés, son of 
Aolus; and Aphareus and Leukippus, according to Pausanias, 
were sons of Periérés. Idas and Lynkeus are the only heroes, 
distinguished for personal exploits and memorable attributes, 
belonging to Messénia proper. They are the counterpart of the 
Dioskuri, and were interesting persons in the old legendary 
poems. Marpéssa was the daughter of Euénus, and wooed by 
Apollo: nevertheless Idas? carried her off by the aid of a winged 
chariot which he had received from Poseiddn, Kuénus pursued 
them, and when he arrived at the river Lykormas, he found 
himself unable to overtake them: his grief caused him to throw 
himself into the river, which ever afterwards bore hisname. Idas 
brought Marpéssa safe to Messénia, and even when Apollo there 
claimed her of him, he did not fear to risk a combat with the god. 
But Zeus interfered as mediator, and permitted the maiden to 
choose which of the two she preferred. She attached herself to 
Idas, being apprehensive that Apollo would desert her in her old 
age: on the death of her husband she slew herself. Both Idas 
and Lynkeus took part in the Argonautic expedition and in 
the Kalydénian boar-hunt.3 


1 Pausan. iv. 2, 1. 

* Tiiad, ix. 553. Simonidés had handled this story in detail (Schol. Ven. 
TL ix. p. 553). Bacchylidés (ap, Schol. Pindar. Isthm. iv. 92) celebrated in 
one of his poems the competition among many eager suitors for the hand of 
Marpéssa, under circumstances similar to the competition for Hippodamcia, 
daughter of Ginomaus. Many unsuccessful suitors perished by the hand of 
Euénas: their skulls were affixed to the wall of the temple of Poseidon. 

® Apollod. i. 7, 9. Pausan. iv. 2,5. Apollénius Rhodius describes Idas ag 
full of boast and self-confidence, heedless of the necessity of divine aid. 
Probably this was the charac‘er of the brothers in the old legend, as the 
eneinics of the Dioskuri. 

The wrath of the Dioskuri against Messénia was treated, even in the 
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Aphareus, after the death of his sons, founded the tuwn of 
Aréné, and made over most part of his dominions to his kinsman 
Néleus, with whom we pass into the Pylian genealogy. 


CHAPTER IX. 
ARCADIAN GENEALOGY. 


(‘ue Arcadian divine or heroic pedigree begins with Pelasgus, 
whom both Hesiod and Asius considered as an indigenous man, 
though Akusilaus the Argeian represented him as brother of 
Argos and son of Zeus by Niobe, daughter of Phordneus: this 
logographer wished to establish a community of origin between 
the Argeians and the Arcadians. 

Lykaén, son of Pelasgus and king of Arcadia, had, by different 
wives, fifty sons, the most savage, impious and wicked of man- 
kind: Menalus was the eldest of them. Zeus, in order that he 
might himself become a witness of their misdeeds, presented 
himself to them in disguise. They killed a child and served it 
up to him for a meal; but the god overturned the table and 
struck dead with thunder Lyka6n and all his fifty sons, with the 
single exception of Nyktimus, the youngest, whom he spared at 
the earnest intercession of the goddess Gea (the Earth). The 
town near which the table was overturned received the name of 
Trapezus (Tabletown). 

This singular legend (framed on the same etymological type 
as that of the ants in A¢gina, recounted elsewhere) seems ancient, 
and may probably belong to the Hesiodic Catalogue. But Pau- 
sanias tells us a story in many respects different, which was 
represented to him in Arcadia as the primitive local account, and 
which becomes the more interesting, as he tells us that he lumself 
fully believes it. Both tales indeed go to illustrate the same 


historical times, as the grand cause of the subjection of the Messénians by 
the Spartans: that wrath had been appeased at the time whea Epameinondas 
reconstituted Messéné (Pausan. iv. 27, 1). 
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point —the ferocity of Lyka6n’s character, as well as the cruel 
rites which he practised. The latter was the first who established 
the worship and solemn games of Zeus Lykzus: he offered up a 
child to Zeus, and made libations with the blood upon the altar. 
Immediately after having perpetrated this act, he was changed 
into a wolf!! 

“Of the truth of this narrative (observes Pausanias) I feel 
persuaded: it has been repeated by the Arcadians from old times, 
and it carries probability along with it. For the men of that day, 
from their justice and piety, were guests and companions at table 
with the gods, who manifested towards them approbation when 
they were good, and anger if they behaved ill, in a palpable man- 
ner: indeed at that time there were some, who having once been 
men, became gods, and who yet retain their privileges as such — 
Aristzus, the Krétan Britomartis, Héraklés son of Alkména, Am- 
phiaraus the son of Oiklés, and Pollux and Kastdr besides. We 
may therefore believe that Lykaén became a wild beast, and that 
Niobé, the daughter of Tantalus, became a stone. But in my 
time, wickedness having enormously increased, so as to overrun 
the whole earth and all the cities in it, there are no farther 
examples of men exalted into gods, except by mere title and from 
adulation towards the powerful: moreover the anger of the gods 


falls tardily upon the wicked, and is reserved for them after their 
departure from hence.” 


} Apollodor. iii. 8,1. Hygin. fab. 176. Eratosthen. Catasterism. 8. Pause 
san. vili. 2, 2-3. A different story respecting the immolation of the child is 
in Nikolaus Damask. Frag. p. 41, Orelli. Lyka6én is mentioned as the first 
founder of the temple of Zeus Lykeus in Schol. Eurip. Orest. 1662; but 
nothing is there said about the human sacrifice or its consequences. In the 
historical times, the festival and solemnities of the Lyksza do not seem to 
have been distinguished materially from the other agénes of Greece (Pindar, 
Olymp. xiii. 104; Nem. x. 46): Xenias the Arcadian, one of the generals 
in the army of Cyrus the younger, celebrated the solemnity with great mag- 
nificence in the march through Asia Minor (Xen. Anab. i. 2,10). But the 
fable of the human sacrifice, and the subsequent transmutation of the person 
who had eaten human food into a wolf, continued to be told in connection 
with them (Plato, de Republic. viii. c. 15.p.417). Compare Pliny, H.N. 
vii. 34. This passage of Plato seems to afford distinct indication that the 
practice of offering human victims at the altar of the Lyksan Zeus was 
neither prevalent nor recent, but at most only traditional and antiquated’ 


and it therefore limits the sense or invalidates the authority of the Pseudo 
Platonic dialogue, Minos, c. 5 
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Pausanias then proceeds to censure thosé who, by multiplying 
false miracles in more recent times, tended to rob the old and 
genuine miracles of their legitimate credit and esteem. The 
passage illustrates forcibly the views which a religious and in- 
structed pagan took of his past time — how inseparably he blend- 
ed together in it gods and men, and how little he either recognized 
or expected to find in it the naked phenomena and historical 
laws of connection which belonged to the world before him. He 
treats the past as the province of legend, the present as that of 
history ; and in doing this he is more sceptical than the persons 
with whom he conversed, who believed not only in the ancient, 
but even in the recent and falsely reported mivacles. It is true 
that Pausanias does not always proceed consistently with this 
position: he often rationalizes the stories of the past, as if he 
expected to find historical threads of connection ; and sometimes, 
though more rarely, accepts the miracles of the present. But in 
the present instance he draws a broad line of distinction between 
present and past, or rather between what is recent and what is 
ancient: his criticism is, in the main, analogous to that of Arrian in 
regard to the Amazons — denying their existence during times 
of recorded history, but admitting it during the early and un- 
recorded ages. 

In the narrative of Pausanias, the sons of Lykadén, instead of 
perishing by thunder from Zeus, become the founders of the 
various towns in Arcadia. And as that region was subdivided 
into a great number of small and independent townships, each 
having its own eponym, so the Arcadian heroic genealogy appears 
broken up and subdivided. Pallas, Orestheus, Phigalus, 'Trape- 
zeus, Mznalus, Mantinéus, and Tegeatés, are all numbered among 
the sons of Lykaén, and are all eponyms of various Arcadian 
towns.! 

The legend respecting Kallist6 and Arkas, the eponym of 
Arcadia generally, seems to have been originally quite independ 
ent of and distinct from that of Lykaén. Eumélus, indeed, and 
some other poets made Kallisté daughter of Lykaén ; but neither 
Hesiod, nor Asius, nor Pherekydés, acknowledged any relation< 
ship between them.2 ‘The beautiful Kallisto, companion of 


1 Paus. viii. 3. Hygin. fab. 177. ® Apollod, iii. 8, 2. 
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Artemis in the ckase, had bound herself by a vow of chastity 

Zeus, either by persuasion or by force, obtained a violation of the 
vow, to the grievous displeasure both of Héré and Artemis. The 
former changed Kallisté into a bear, the latter when she was in 
that shape killed her with an arrow. Zeus gave to the unfortu- 
nate Kallisté a place among the stars, as the constellation of the 
Bear: he also preserved the child Arkas, of which she was 
pregnant by him, and gave it to the Atlantid nymph Maia to 
bring up.! 

Arkas, when he became king, obtained from Triptolemus and 
communicated to his people the first rudiments of agriculture; 
he also taught them to make bread, to spin, and to weave. He 
had three sons — Azan, Apheidas, and Elatus: the first was the 
eponym of Azania, the northern region of Arcadia; the second 
was one of the heroes of Tegea; the third was father of Ischys 
(vival of Apollo for the affections of Kordénis), as well as of 
Aipytus and Kyllén: the name of A¢pytus among the heroes of 
Arcadia is as old as the Catalogue in the [liad.? 

Aleus, son of Apheidas and king of Tegea, was the founder 
of the celebrated temple and worship of Athéné Alea in that 
town. lLykurgus and Képheus were his sons, Augé his daugh- 
ter, who was seduced by Heéraklés, and secretly bore to him a 
child: the father, discovering what had happened, sent Augé to 
Nauplius to be sold into slavery: Teuthras, king of Mysia in 
Asia Minor, purchased her and made her his wife: her tomb was 
shown at Pergamus on the river Kaikus even in the time of 
Pausanias.3 


 Pausan. viii.8, 2. Apollod. iii. 8, 2. Hesiod. apud Eratosthen. Catas- 
terism. 1. Fragm. 182, Marktsch. Hygin. f. 177. 

* Homer, Iliad, ii. 604. Pind. Olymp. vi. 44-63. 

The tomb of A’pytus, mentioned in the Iliad, was shown to Pausanias 
between Pheneus and Stymphalus (Pausan. viii. 16, 2). Aipytus was a cog- 
nomen of Hermés (Pausan. viii. 47, 3). 

The hero Arkas was worshipped at Mantineia, under the special injune- 
tion of the Delphian oracle (Pausan. viii. 9, 2). 

’ Pausan. viii. 4,6. Apollod. iii. 9,1. Diodér. iv. 33. 

A separate legend respecting Augé and the birth of Télephus was current 
at Tegea, attached to the temple, statue, and cognomen of Eileithyia in the 
Tegeatic agora (Pausan. viii. 48, 5). 

Hekatzeus seems to have narrated in detail the adventures of Augé (Pan 
san. vill. 4,4; 47,3. Hekate. Fragm. 345, Didot.). 

Euriaidés followed a different story about Augé and the birth of Télephus 
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The child Télephus, expoxed on Mount Parthenius, was won- 
derfully sustained by the milk of a doe: the herdsmen of Kory- 
thus brought him up, and he was directed by the Delphian oracle 
to go and find his parents in Mysia. 'Teuthras adopted him, and 
he succeeded to the throne: in the first attempt of the army of 
Agamemnon against ‘Troy, on which occasion they mistook their 
point and landed in Mysia, his valor signally contributed to the 
repulse of the Greeks, though he was at last vanquished and 
desperately wounded by the spear of Achilles —by whom how- 
ever he was afterwards healed, under the injunction of the ora- 
cle, and became the guide of the Greeks in their renewed attack 
upon the Trojans.! 

From Lykurgus,? the son of Aleus and brother of Augé, we 
pass to his son Ankzeus, numbered among the Argonauts, finally 
killed in the chase of the Kalydénian boar, and father of Agape- 
nor, who leads the Arcadian contingent against Troy, — (the 
adventurers of his niece, the Tegeatic huntress Atalanta, have 
already been touched upon),— then to Echemus, son of Aéropus 
and grandson of the brother of Lykurgus, Képheus. Echemus 
is the chief heroic ornament of Tegea. When Hyllus, the son 
of Héraklés, conducted the Hérakleids on their first expedi- 
tion against Peloponnésus, Echemus commanded the Tegean 
troops who assembled along with the other Peloponnésians at the 
isthmus of Corinth to repel the invasion: it was agree 1 that the 
dispute should be determined by single combat, and Echemus, as 
the champion of Peloponnésus, encountered and killed Hyllus. 


in his lost tragedy called Augé (See Strabo, xii. p. 615). Respecting the 
Mucot of Adschylus, and the two lost dramas, ’AAeadai and Mvool of Sopho- 
klés, little can be made out. (See Welcker, Griechisch. Tragod. p. 53, 
208-414). 

! Télephus and his exploits were much dwelt upon in the lost old epic 
poem, the Cyprian Verses. See argument of that poem ap. Duntzer, 
Bp. Fragm. p.10. His exploits were also celebrated by Pindar (Olymp. 
ix. 70-79); he is enumerated along with Hectér, Cycnus, Memnon, the 
most distinguished opponents of Achilles (Isthm. iv. 46). His birth, as 
well as his adventures, became subjects with most of the great Attic trage- 
fians. 

2 There were other local genealogies of 'Tegea deduced from Lykurgus: 
Botachus, eponym of the Déme Botachidex at that place, was his grandson 
(Nicolaus ap. Steph. Byz. v. Borayidar). 

VOL. I. 8” 120c. 
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Pursuant to the stipulation by which they had bound themselves, 
the Hérakleids retired, and abstained for three generations from 
pressing their claim upon Peloponnésus. This valorous exploit of 
their yreat martial hero was cited and appealed to by the Tegeates 
before the battle of Plata, as the principal evidence of their 
claim to the second post in the combined army, next in point of 
honor to that of the Lacedzeménians, and superior to that of the 
Athenians: the latter replied to them by producing as counter-evi- 
dence the splendid heroic deeds of Athens, — the protection of the 
Hérakleids against Eurystheus, the victory over the Kadmeians 
of Thébes, and the complete defeat of the Amazons in Attica.! 
Nor can there be any doubt that these legendary glories were 
both recited by the speakers, and heard by the listeners, with 
profound and undoubting faith, as well as with heart-stirring 
admiration. 

One other person there is — Ischys, son of Elatus and grand 
son of Arkas—in the fabulous genealogy of Arcadia whom. it 
would be improper to pass over, inasmuch as his name and 
adventures are connected with the genesis of the memorable god 
or hero Asculapius, or Asklépius. Kordénis, daughter of Phleg- 
yas, and resident near the lake Beebéis in Thessaly, was beloved 
by Apollo and became pregnant by him: unfaithful to the god, 
she listened to the propositions of Ischys son of Elatus, and con 
sented to wed him: a raven brought to Apollo the fatal news, 
which so incensed him that he changed the color of the bird 
from white, as it previously had been, into black.2 Artemis, ta 


 Herodot. ix. 27, Echemus is described by Pindar (Ol. xi. 69) as gaining 
the prize of wrestling in the fabulous Olympic games, on their first estab- 
lishment by Héraklés. He also found a place in the Hesiodic Catalogue as 
husband of Timandra, the sister of Helen and Klytzemnéstra (Hesiod, 
Fragm. 105, p. 318, Marktscheff.). 

® Apolloddr. iii. 10,3; Hesiod, Fragm. 141-142, Marktscheff.; Strab. ia 
p. 442; Pherekydés, Fragm. 8; Akusilaus, Fragm. 25, Didot. 


TO pév ap’ dyyeroc HAVE Képas, lepje axe daird¢ 
TluGO é¢ hyadénv, cai p’ &dpacev Epy’ didnra 

oiBw akepoekoun, bre “loxve ypue Kopwvay 

Hikaridnc, PAeyvao dtoyvpro.o Yiyarpa. (Hesiod, Fr.) 


The change of the color of the crow is noticed both ‘n Ovid, Metamorph 
i. 632, in Antonin, Liberal, c. 20, and in Servius ad Virgil. Aizeid. vii. 761 
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avenge the wounded dignity of her brotner, put Korénis te 
death ; but Apollo preserved the male child of which she was 
about to be delivered, and consigned it to the Centaur Cheirén to 
be brought up. The child was named Asklépius or A®sculapius, 
and acquired, partly from the teaching of the beneficent leech 
Cheirén, partly from inborn and superhuman aptitude, a knowl- 
edge of the virtues of herbs and a mastery of medicine and sur- 
gery, such as had never before been witnessed. He not only 
cured the sick, the wounded, and the dying, but even restored the 
dead to life. Kapaneus, Eriphylé, Hippolytus, Tyndareus and 
Glaukus were all affirmed by different poets and logographers to 
have been endued by him with a new life.! But Zeus now found 
himself under the necessity of taking precautions lest mankind, 
thus unexpectedly protected against sickness and death, should 
no longer stand in need of the immortal gods: he smote Asklé- 
pius with thunder and killed him. Apollo was so exasperated 
by this slaughter of his highly-gifted son, that he killed the 
Cyclépes who had fabricated the thunder, and Zeus was about to 
condemn him to Tartarus for doing so; but on the intercession 
of Laténa he relented, and was satisfied with imposing upon him 
a temporary servitude in the house of Admétus at Phere. 
Asklépius was worshipped with very great solemnity at Trikka, 
at K6és, at Knidus, and in many different parts of Greece, but espe- 
cially at Epidaurus, so that more than one legend had grown up 


thougn the name “ Corvo custode ejus” is there printed with a capital letter, 
as if it were a man named Corvus. 

1 Schol. Eurip. Alkést. 1; Dioddr. iv. 71; Apollodor. iii. 10, 3; Pindar, 
Pyth. iii. 59; Sextus Empiric. adv. Grammatic. i, 12. p. 271. Stesichorus 
named Eriphylé—the Naupaktian verses, Hippolytus — (compare Servius 
ad Virgil. Aneid. vii. 761); Panyasis, Tyndareus; a proof of the popularity 
of this tale among the poets. Pindar says that A’sculapius was “ tempted by 
gold” to raise a man from the dead, and Plato (Legg. iii. p. 408) copies 
him: this seems intended to afford some color for the subsequent punish- 
merit. ‘“ Mercede id captum (observes Boeckh. ad Pindar. 1. c.) Ascula- 
pium fecisse recentior ést fictio; Pindari fortasse ipsius, quem tragici secuti 
sunt: haud dubie a medicorum avaris moribus profecta, qui Grecorum 
medicis nostrisque communes sunt.” The rapacity of the physicians (grant- 
ing it to be ever so well-founded, both then and now) appears to me less 
likely to have operated upon the mind of Pindar, than the disposition to 
extenuate the cruelty of Zeus, by imputing guilty and sordid views to Asklé 
pius. Compare the citation from Diksearchus, infra p. 249, note 1. 
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-especting the details of his birth and adventures: im particular, 
his mother was by some called Arsinoé. But a formal applica 
tion had been made on this subject (so the Epidaurians told 
Pausanias) to the oracle of Delphi, and the god in reply acknowl- 
edged that Asklépius was his son by Kordnis.!' The tale above 
recounted seems to have been both the oldest and the most cur- 
rent. It is adorned by Pindar in a noble ode, wherein however 
he omits all mention of the raven as messenger — not specifying 
who or what the spy was from whom Apollo learnt the infidelity 
of Korénis. By many this was considered as an improvement in 
respect of poetical effect, but it illustrates the mode in which the 
characteristic details and simplicity of the old fables? came to be 
exchanged for dignified generalities, adapted to the altered taste 
of society. 

Machaén and Podaleirius, the two sons of Asklépius, com 
mand the contingent from Trikka, in the north-west region of 
Thessaly, at the siege of Troy by Agamemnén.? ‘They are the 
leeches of the Grecian army, highly prized and consulted by all 
the wounded chiefs. Their medical renown was further pro- 
longed in the subsequent poem of Arktinus, the Iliu-Persis, 
wherein the one was represented as unrivalled in surgical opera- 
tions, the other as sagacious in detecting and appreciating morbid 
symptoms. It was Podaleirius who first noticed the glaring 


' Pausan. ii. 26, where several distinct stories are mentioned, each spring 
ing up at some one or other of the sanctuaries of the god: quite enough to 
justify the idea of these Aisculapii (Cicero, N. D. iii. 22). 

Homer, Hymn. ad Atsculap. 2. The tale briefly alluded to in the Homeric 
Hymn. ad Apollin. 209. is evidently different: Ischys is there the companion 
of Apollo, and Koronis is an Arcadian damsel. 

Aristidés, the fervent worshipper of Asklépius, adopted the story of Koré- 
nis, and composed hymns on the yauov Kopwvidos kai yévectv tod Seod 
(Orat. 23. p. 463, Dind.). 

* See Pindar, Pyth. iii. The Scholiast puts a construction upon Pindar’s 
words which is at any rate far-fetched, if indeed it be at all admissible: he 
supposes that Apollo knew the fact from his own omniscience, without any in- 
formant, and he praises Pindar for having th 1s transformed the old fable. But 
the words oid’ éAave oxorov seem certainly to imply some informant: to 
suppose that oxd7zov means the god’s own mind, is a strained interpretation 

3 Tliad, u. 730. The Messénians laid claim to the sons of Asklépius as 


their heroes, and tried to justify the pretension by a forced construction ut 
Homer (Pausan. iii. 4. > 
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eyes and disturbed deportment which preceded the suicide of 
Ajax.! 

Galen appears uncertain whether Asklépius (as well as Dion- 
ysus) was originally a god, or wheth.r he was first a man and 
then became afterwards a god ;? but Apollodérus professed to fix 
the exact date of his apotheosis.3 Throughout all the historical 
ages the descendants of Asklépius were numerous and widely 
diffused. The many families or gentes called Asklépiads, who 
devoted themselves to the study and practice of medicine, and 
who principally dwelt near the temples of Asklénins whither 
sick and suffering men came to obtain relief — all recognized the 
god not merely as the object of their common worship, but also 
as their actual progenitor. Like Solén, who reckoned Néleus 
and Poseidén as his ancestors, or the Milésian Hekatzeus, who 
traced his origin through fifteen successive links to a god — like 
the privileged gens at Pélion in Thessaly,4 who considered the 
wise Centaur Cheir6n as their progenitor, and who inherited from 
him their precious secrets respecting the medicinal herbs of which 


1 Arktinus, Epicc. Greece. Fragm. 2. p. 22, Duntzer. The Ilias Minor men- 
tioned the death of Machaén by Eurypylus, son of Télephus (Fragm. 5. p. 
19, Diintzer). 

2" AcicAnmioc yé Tot Kal Arovvcoc, eit’ dvUpwrot TpdTepov Horyy eite nar 
apxy73sv Seot (Galen, Protreptic. 9. t. 1. p. 22, Kuhn.). Pausanias considers 
him as Sed¢ é& dpyi¢ (ii 26, 7). In the important temple at Smyrna he 
was worsnipped as Zedc “AokAnruo¢ (Aristidés, Or. 6. p. 64; Or. 28. p. 456, 
Dind.). 

3 Apollodér. ap. Clem. Alex. Strom. i. p. 381; see Heyne, Fragment. 
Apollodér. p. 410. According to Apollodérus, the apotheosis of Héraklés 
and of sculapius ‘ook place at the same time, thirty-eight years after Hé- 
raklés began to reign at Argos. 

4 About Hekatzus, Herodot. ii. 143; about Solén, Diogen. Laért, Vit. 
Platon. init. 

A curious fragment, preserved from the lost works of Dikzarchus, tells us 
of the descendants of the Centaur Cheirén at the town of Pélion, or perhaps 
at the neighboring town of Démétrias, —it is not quite certain which, per- 
haps at both (see Dikzarch Fragment. ed. Fuhr, p. 408). Tatrnv dé rhy 
divausy &v Tov ToAiTdr oide yévoc, 6 b) AéyeTas Xeipwvog aroyovov elvat* 
mapadidwor dé Kal deixvvcr rarnp vid, Kai obtac h dbvayic gvdacaeTal, wc 
obderc dAAoc olde Tov ToALTOY* ody Savoy dé ToOdg éEmtoTapuévoug TA dapucaKa 
wuodor Toig Kauvotor Bondetv, dAAd Tpoika. 

Plato, de Republ iii 4 (p 391) ’AyiAAede dm} TH codwraTw Xeipum 
reSpaupyevoc. Compare Xenophon, De Venet. c. 1 
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their neighborhood was full, — Asklépiads, even of the later 
times, numbered and specified all the intermediate links whicn 
separated them from their primitive divine parent. One of these 
genealogies has been preserved to us, and we may be sure that 
there were many such, as the Asklépiads were found in many 
different places.! Among them were enrolled highly instructed 
and accomplished men, such as the great Hippocratés and the 
historian Ktésias, who prided themselves on the divine origin of 
themselves and their gens? — so much did the legendary element 
pervade even the most philosophical and positive minds of his- 
torical Greece. Nor can there be any doubt that their means of 
medical observation must have been largely extended by their 
vicinity to a temple so much frequented by the sick, who came in 
confident hopes of divine relief, and who, whilst they offered up 
sacrifice and prayer to A%sculapius, and slept in his temple in 
order to be favored with healing suggestions in their dreams, 
might, in case the god withheld his supernatural aid, consult his 


' See the genealogy at length in Le Clerc, Historie de la Médecine, lib. ii. 
c. 2. p. 78, also p. 287; also Littré, Introduction aux Ciuvres Completes 
d’Hippocrate, t. i. p. 35. Hippocratés was the seventeenth from Aiscula 
plus. 

Theopompus the historian went at considerable length into the pedigree 
of the Asklépiads of Kés and Knidus, tracing them up to Podaleirius and 
his first settlement at Syrnus in Karia (see Theopomp. Fragm. 111, Didot) : 
Polyanthus of Kyréné composed a special treatise wep? TH¢ Tov’ AoKAnma- 
dov yevéoews (Sextus Empiric. adv. Grammat. i. 12. p. 271); see Stephan. 
Byz. v. Kae, and especially Aristidés, Orat. vii. Asclépiade. The Asklépiads 
were even reckoned among the ’Apynyétas of Rhodes, jointly with the Hé- 
rakleids (Aristidés, Or. 44, ad Rhod. p. 839, Dind.). 

In the extensive sacred enclosure at Epidaurus stood the statues of Asklé- 
pius and his wife Epioné (Pausan. ii. 29, 1): two daughters are coupled with 
him by Aristophanés, and he was considered especially etacc (Plutus, 654) : 
Jaso, Panakeia and Hygieia are named by Aristidés. 

? Plato, Protagor. c. 6 (p. 311). ‘Immoxpaty tov Kéov, tov tov *AOKAn- 
meadav; also Pheedr. c, 121. (p. 270). About Ktésias, Galen, Opp. t. v. p. 
652, Basil.; and Bahrt, Fragm. Ktésiz, p. 20. Aristotle (see Stahr. Aristo- 
telia, i, p. 32) and Xenophon, the physician of the emperor Claudius, were 
both Asklépiads (Tacit. Annal. xii. 61). Plato, de Republ. iii. 405, calls 
them rode Koupode 'AokAnmiadac. 

Pausanias, a distinguished physician at Ge'a in Sicily, and contemporary 
of the philosopher Empedoklés, was also an Asklépiad: see the verses of 
Emnedoklés upon him. Dioven. Laért. viii. 61. 
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living lescendants.! The sick visitors at Kés, or Trikka, or 
Epidaurus, were numerous and constant, and the tablets usually 
hung up to record the particulars of their maladies, the remedies 
resorted to, and the cures operated by the god, formed both an 
interesting decoration of the sacred ground and an instructive 
memorial to the Asklépiads.? 

The genealogical descent of Hippocratés and the other Asklé- 
piads from the god Asklépius is not only analogcus to that of 
Hekateus and Solon from their respective ancestoral gods, but 
also to that of the Lacedzménian kings from Héraklés, upon the 
basis of which the whole supposed chronology of the ante-histo- 
rical times has been built, from Eratosthenés and Apollodérus 
down to the chronologers of the present century. I shall revert 
to this hereafter. 


1 Strabo, viii. p. 8374; Aristophan. Vesp. 122; Plutus, 635-750; where the 
visit to the temple of Aisculapius is described in great detail, though with 
a broad farcical coloring. 

During the last illness of Alexander the Great, several of his principal 
officers slept in the temple of Serapis. in the hope that remedies would be 
suggested to them in their dreams (Arrian, vii. 26). 

Pausanias, in describing the various temples of Asklépius which he saw, 
announces as a fact quite notorious and well-understood, “ Here cures are 
wrought by the god” (ii. 36, 1; iii. 26, 7; vii. 27,4): see Suidas, v. ’Apio- 
tapyoc. The Orations of Aristidés, especially the 6th and 7th, Asklépius 
and the Asklépiade, are the most striking manifestations of faith and thanks- 
giving towards Adsculapius, as well as attestations of his extensive working 
throughout the Grecian world; also Orat. 23 and 25, ‘Iep@v Adyog, 1 and 3; 
and Or. 45 (De Rhetorica, p. 22. Dind.), ai 7’ év "AokAnmiod tev det dvaTpi 
BovTwr ayedai, ete. 

2 Pausan. ii. 27, 3; 86, 1. Tatvrawe éyyeypappeva bor kat avdpdv Kx 
yvvakar ovouata akeoSévtav brd Tod ’AokAnrlod, mpocete O& Kat voonua. 
6, Te ExaoToc évoonoe, Kal brw¢ iadyn,—-the cures are wrought by the goc 
himself. 

3 Apollodérus xtatem Hsrculis pro cardine chronologie habuit ” (Heyns. 


ad Apollod’r. Fragm. p 410). 
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CHAPTER X. 
EAKUS AND HIS DESCENDANTS.— GINA, SALAMIS, AND) PHTHIA 


Tur memorable heroic genealogy of the Auakids establishes a 
fabulous connection between AXgina, Salamis, and Phthia, which 
we can only recognize as a fact, without being able to trace its 
origin. 

A®akus was the son of Zeus, born of Aiugina, daughter of Asd- 
pus, whom the god had carried off and brought into the island to 
which he gave her name: she was afterwards married to Aktor, 
and had by him Meneetius, father of Patroclus. As there were 
two rivers named Asdpus, one between Phlius and Sikyén, and 
another between Thébes and Platea—so the Avginétan heroic 
genealogy was connected both with that of Thébes and with that 
of Phlius: and this belief led to practical consequences in the 
minds of those who accepted the legends as genuine history. For 
when the Thébans, in the 68th Olympiad, were hard-pressed in 
war by Athens, they were directed by the Delphian oracle to 
ask assistance of their next of kin: recollecting that Thébé and 
AXgina had been sisters, common daughters of Asdpus, they were 
induced to apply to the A¢ginétans as their next of kin, and the 
AMginétans gave them aid, first by sending to them their common 
heroes, the ASakids, next by actual armed force.! Pindar dwells 
emphatically on the heroic brotherhood between Thébes, his native 
city, and Avgina.? 

/Hakus was alone in AXgina: to relieve him from this solitude, 
Zeus changed all the ants in the island into men, and thus pro- 
vided him with a numerous population, who, from their origin, 
were called Myrmidons.3 By his wife Endéis, daughter of Chei- 


' Herodot. v. 81. ? Nem. iv. 22. Isthm. vii. 16. 

° This tale, respecting the transformation of the ants into men, is as old 
as the Hesiodic Catalogue of Women. See Diintzer, Fragm. Epice. 21. p. 
34; evidently an etymological tale from the name Myrmidones. Pausanias 
throws aside both the etymology and the details of the miracle: he says 
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von, Kakus had for his sons Péleus and Telamén: by the Nereid 
Psamathé, he had Phokus. A monstrous crime had then recently 
been committed by Pelops, in killing the Arcadian prince, Stym- 
phalus, under a simulation of friendship and hospitality: for this 
the gods had smitten all Greece with famine and barrenness. 
The oracles affirmed that nothing could relieve Greece from this 
intolerable misery except the prayers of A®akus, the most pious 
of mankind. Accordingly envoys from all quarters flocked to 
4égina, to prevail upon Aakus to put up prayers for them: on his 
supplications the gods relented, and the suffering immediately 
ceased. The grateful Greeks established in Aigina the temple 
and worship of Zeus Panhellénius, one of the lasting monuments 
and institutions of the island, on the spot where A®akus had 
offered up his prayer. The statues of the envoys who had come 
to solicit him were yet to be seen in the Auakeium, or sacred 
edifice of A®akus, in the time of Pausanias: and the Athenian 
Isokratés, in his eulogy of Evagoras, the despot of Salamis in 
Cyprus (who traced his descent through Teukrus to A®akus), 
enlarges upon this signal miracle, recounted and believed by 
other Greeks as well as by the A%ginétans, as 2 proof both of 
the great qualities and of the divine favor and patronage dis- 
played in the career of the AXakids.!| A®akus was also employed 
to aid Poseidén and Apollo in building the walls of Troy.® 
Péleus and Telamén, the sons of A®akus, contracting a jeal- 


that Zeus raised men from the earth, at the prayer of Alakus (ii. 29, 2) : 
other authors retained the etymology of Myrmidons from pvpunxec, but gave 
a different explanation (Kallimachus, Fragm. 114, Diintzer). Mupyidovev 
éoonva (Strabo, viii. p. 375). ’Eoo?y, 6 oixtorne (Aygin. fab. 52). 

According to the Thessalian legend, Myrmid6on was the son of Zeus by 
Eurymedusa, daughter of Kletor; Zeus having assumed the disguise of am 
ant (Clemens Alex. Admon. ad Gent. p. 25. Sylb.). 

1 Apollod. iii. 12, 6. Isokrat. Evagor. Encom. vol. ii. p. 278, Auger. Pau 
san. i. 45, 13; ii. 29,6. Schol. Aristoph. Equit. 1253. 

So in the 106th Psalm, respecting the Israelites and Phinees, v. 29, “ They 
provoked the Lord to anger by their inventions, and the plague was great 
among them;” “Then stood up Phinees and prayed, and so the plague 
ceased;” “And that was counted unto him for righteousness, among all 
posterities for evermore.” 

2 Pindar, Olymp. viii. 41, with the Scholia. Didymus did not find this 
story in any other poet older than Pindar 
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ousy of their bastard brother, Phdkus, in consequence of his 
eminent skill in gymnastic contests, conspired to put him to death. 
Talamon flung his quoit at him while they were playing together, 
and Péleus despatched him by a blow with his hatchet in the 
back. They then concealed the dead body in a wood, but A®akus, 
having discovered both the act and the agents, banished the 
brothers from the island.' For both of them eminent destinies 
were in store. 

While we notice the indifference to the moral quality of ac- 
tions implied in the old Hesiodic legend, when it imputes dis- 
tinctly and nakedly this proceeding to two of the most admired 
persons of the heroic world —it is not less instructive to witness 
the change of feeling which had taken place in the age of Pindar. 
That warm eulogist of the great AZakid race hangs down his 
head with shame, and declines to recount, though he is obliged 
darkly to glance at the cause which forced the pious Aakus to 
banish his sons from AXgina. It appears that Kallimachus, if 
we may judge by a short fragment, manifested the same repug- 
nance to mention it.? 

Telamon retired to Salamis, then ruled by Kychreus, the son 
of Poseidén and Salamis, who had recently rescued the island 
from the plague of a terrible serpent. This animal, expelled 
from Salamis, retired to Eleusis in Attica, where it was received 
and harbored by the goddess Démétér in her sacred domicile3 
Kychreus dying childless left his dominion to Telamén, who, mar- 


’ Apollod. iii. 12, 6, who relates the tale somewhat differently ; but the old 

epic poem Alkmzonis gave the details (ap. Schol. Eurip. Andromach. 685) — 
“Eva pév avtiteoc Tedauav tpoxoedét dicKw 
TlAnge xapyn: Unrede dé Godc ava yeipa raviccac 
Asivny ébyadkov exe Anye meta vOTa. 

* Pindar, Nem. vy. 15, with Scholia, and Kallimach. Frag. 136. Apolléni- 
us Rhodius represents the fratricide as inadvertent and unintentional (i. 92); 
one instance amongst many of the tendency to soften down and moralize 
the ancient tales. 

Pindar, however, seems to forget this incident when he speaks in other 
places of the general character of Péleus (Olymp. ii. 75-86. Isthm. vii. 40). 

* Apollod. iii, 12,7. Euphorién, Fragm. 5, Diintzer, p. 43, Epicc. Gree. 
There may have been a tutelary serpent in the temple at Eleusis, as there was 
in that of Athéné Polias at Athens (Herodot viii. 41. Photius, v. Olxodoor 
sgev. Aristophan. Lysistr. 759, with the Schol.). 
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rying Peribosa, daughter of Alkathoos, and gra:d-daughter of 
Pelops, had for his son the celebrated Ajax. Uelamén took 
part both in the chase of the Kalydénian boar and in the Argo- 
nautic expedition: he was also the intimate friend and companion 
of Héraklés, whom he accompanied in his enterprise against the 
Amazons, and in the attack made with only six ships upon Lao- 
medon, king of Troy. This last enterprise having proved com- 
pletely successful, Telamon was rewarded by Héraklés with the 
possession of the daughter of Laomedén, Hésioné — who bore to 
him Teukros, the most distinguished archer amidst the host of 
Agamennon, and the founder of Salamis in Cyprus.! 

Péleus went to Phthia, where he married the daughter of 
Eurytion, son of Aktor, and received from him the third part of 
his dominions. Taking part in the Kalydonian boar-hunt, he 
unintentionally killed his father-in-law Eurytion, and was obliged 
to flee to Idlkos, where he received purification from Akastus, 
son of Pelias: the danger to which he became exposed by the 
calumnious accusations of the enamoured wife of Akastus has 
already been touched upon in a previous section. Péleus also 
was among the Argonauts; the most memorable event in his life 
however was his marriage with the sea-goddess Thetis. Zeus 
and Poseidén had both conceived a violent passion for Thetis. 
But the former, having been forewarned by Prométheus that 
Thetis was destined to give birth to a son more powerful than 
his father, compelled her, much against her own will, to marry 
Péleus; who, instructed by the intimations of the wise Cheirén, 
was enabled to seize her on the coast called Sépias in the south- 
ern region of Thessaly. She changed her form several times, 
but Péleus held her fast until she resumed her original appear- 
ance, and she was then no longer able to resist. All the gods 
were present, and brought splendid gifts to these memorable nup- 
tials: Apollo sang with his harp, Poseidén gave to Péleus the 
immortal horses Xanthus and Balius, and Cheiron presented a 


1 Appollod. iii. 12, 7. Hesiod. ap. Strab. ix. p. 393. 

The libation and prayer of Héraklés, prior to the birth of Ajax, and his 
fixing the name of the yet unborn child, from an eagle (a/erd¢) which ap- 
peared in response to his words, was detailed in the Hesiodic Eoia, and ix 
celebrated by Pindar (Isthm y. 30-54). See also the Scholia 
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formidable spear, cut from an ash-tree on Mount Pélion. We 
shall have reason hereafter to recognize the value of both these 
gifts in the exploits of Achilles.! 

The prominent part assigned to Thetis in the Iliad is well 
known, and the post-Homeric poets of the Legend of Troy in- 
troduced her as actively concurring first to promote the glory, 
finally to bewail the death of her distinguished son.?  Péleus, 
having survived both his son Achilles and his grandson Neopto- 
lemus, is ultimately directed to place himself on the very spot 
where he had originally seized Thetis, and thither the goddess 
comes herself to fetch him away, in order that he may exchange 
the desertion and decrepitude of age for a life of immortality 
along with the Néreids.3 The spot was indicated to Xerxés when 
he marched into Greece by the Ionians who accompanied him, 
and his magi offered solemn sacrifices to her as well as to the 
other Néreids, as the presiding goddesses and mistresses of the 
soast.4 - 

Neoptolemus or Pyrrhus, the son of Achilles, too young to 
engage in the commencement of the siege of ‘Troy, comes on the 
stage after the death of his father as the indispensable and pro- 
minent agent in the final capture of the city. He returns victor 
from Troy, not to Phthia, but to Epirus, bringing with him the 
captive Andromaché, widow of Hector, by whom Molossus is 


* Appollodor. iii. 18, 5. Homer, Iliad, xviii. 434; xxiv. 62. Pindar, 
Nem. iv. 50-68; Isthm. vii. 27-50. Herodot. vii. 192. Catullus, Carm. 64. 
Epithal. Pel. et Thetidos, with the prefatory remarks of Deering. 

The nuptials of Péleus and Thetis were much celebrated in the Hesiodic 
Catalogue, or perhaps in the Koiai (Diintzer, Epic. Grec. Frag. 36. p. 39), 
and /Aigimius—see Schol. ad Apollon. Rhod. iv. 869—where there is a 
curious attempt of Staphylus to rationalize the marriage of Péleus and 
Thetis. 

There was a town, seemingly near Pharsalus in Thessaly, called Thetide 
ium. Thetis is said to have been carried by Péleus to both these places: 
probably it grew up round a temple and sanctuary of this goddess (Pherekyd. 
Frag. 16, Didot; Hellank. ap. Steph. Byz. Oeorvdeiov). 

* See the arguments of the lost poems, the Cypria and the Athiopis, as 
given by Proclus, in Duntzer, Fragm. Epic. Gr. p. 11-16; also Schol. ad 
Iliad. xvi. 140; and the extract from the lost ¥uyooravia of ZEschylus, ap, 
Plato. de Republic. ii. c. 21 (p. 382, St.). 

° Eurip. Androm. 1242-1260; Pindar, Olymp. ii. 86. 

Herodot. vii. 198 
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born to him. He himself perishes in the full vigor of life at 
Delphi by the machinations of Orestés, son of Agamemnén. But 
his son Molossus — like Fleance, the son of Banquo, in Macbeth 
— becomes the father of the powerful race of Molossian kings, 
who played so conspicuous a part during the declining vigor of 
the Grecian cities, and to whom the title and parentage of Adakids 
was a source of peculiar pride, identifying them by community 
of heroic origin with genuine and undisputed Hellénes.! 

The glories of Ajax, the second grandson of /Hakus, before 
Troy, are surpassed only by those of Achilles. He perishes hy 
his own hand, the victim of an insupportable feeling of humilia- 
tion, because a less worthy claimant is allowed to carry off from 
him the arms of the departed Achilles. His son Phileus receives 
the citizenship of Athens, and the gens or déme called Philaide 
traced up to him its name and its origin: moreover the distin 
guished Athenians, Militiadés and Thucydidés, were regarded as 
members of this heroic progeny.” 

Teukrus escaped from the perils of the siege of Troy as well 
as from those of the voyage homeward, and reached Salamis in 
safety. But his father Telamon, indignant at his having return- 
ed without Ajax, refused to receive him, and compelled him to 
expatriate. He conducted his followers to Cyprus, where he 
founded the city of Salamis: his descendant Evagoras was re- 
cognized as a Teukrid and as an Aakid even in the time of 


Tsokratés.3 


1 Plutarch, Pyrrh. 1; Justin, xi. 3; Eurip. Androm. 1253; Arrian, Exp. 
Alexand. i, 11. 

2 Pherekydés and Hellanikus ap. Marcellin. Vit. Thucydid. init.; Pausan. 
ii. 29,4; Plutarch, Solén, 10. According to Apollodérus, however, Phere 
kydés said that Telam6n was only the friend of Péleus, not his brother, — 
not the son of Alakus (iii. 12, 7): this seems an inconsistency. There was 
however a warm dispute between the Athenians and the Megarians respect- 
ing the title to the hero Ajax, who was claimed by both (see Pausan. i. 42, 
4; Plutarch, /. c.): the Megarians accused Peisistratus of having interpolated 
a line into the Catalogue in the Iliad (Strabo, ix. p. 394). 

3 Herodot. vii. 90; Isokrat. Enc. Ewag. ut sup.; Sophokl. Ajax, 984-995 ; 
Vellei. Patercul. i.1; &®schyl. Pers. 891, and Schol. The return from “roy 
of Teukrus, his banishment by Telamo6n, and his settlement in Cyprus, form 
ed the subject of the l'edxpog of Sophoklés, and of a tragedy under a similar 
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Such was the splendid heroic genealogy of the akids,—a 
family renowned for military excellence. The Makeion at Aigi- 
na, in which prayer and sacrifice were offered to akus, remain- 
ed in undiminished dignity down to the time of Pausanias.1 This 
genealogy connects together various eminent gentes in Achaia 
Phthistis, in Adgina, in Salamis, in Cyprus, and amongst the 
Epirotic Molossians. Whether we are entitled to infer from it 
that the island of Aégina was originally peopled by Myrmidones 
from Achaia Phthidtis, as O. Miller imagines,? I will not pretend 
to affirm. These mythical pedigrees seem to unite together spe 
cial clans or gentes, rather than the bulk of any community — 
just as we know that the Athenians generally had no part in the 
JBakid genealogy, though certain particular Athenian families laid 
claim to it. The intimate friendship between Achilles and the 
Opuntian hero Patroclus — and the community of name and fre- 
quent conjunction between the Locrian Ajax, son of Oileus, and 
Ajax, son of Telamén — connect the Makids with Opus and the 
Opuntian Locrians, in a manner which we have no farther means 
of explaining. Pindar too represents Mencetius, father of Patro- 
clus, as son of Aktor and A%gina, and therefore maternal brother 
of Aiakus.3 


title by Pacuvius (Cicero de Orat. i. 58; ii. 46); Sophokl. Ajax, 892; Pacuvii 
Fragm. Teucr. 15.— 
“ Te repudio, nec recipio, natum abdico, 
Facesse.” 
The legend of Teukros was connected in Attic archeology with the peculiar 
functions and formalities of the judicature, év ®aearroi (Pausan. i. 28, 12; 
Te 29,,7)- 
) Hesiod, Fragm. Diintz, EKoiai, 55, y. 43.— 
"Adkgy wev yap éduxkev 'OAburoc Alakidaon, 
Noov 0 ’Auvdaovidare, m?.0dTov 0? Exop’ ’Atpeidgor. 
Polyb. v. 2.— F 
Aiakidac, moAéuw Kexapnorac Hiré datri. 
* See his Aginetica, p. 14, his earliest work. 
* Pindar, Olymp. ix. 74. The hero Ajax, son of Oileus, wes especially 


worshipped at Opus; solemn festivals and games were celebrated in hic 
honor. 
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CHATTER AL. 
ATTIC LEGENDS AND GENEALOGIES 


THE most ancient name in Attic archeology, as far as our 
means of information reach, is that of Erechtheus, who is men- 
tioned both in the Catalogue of the Iliad and in a brief allusion 
of the Odyssey. Born of the Earth, he is brought up by the 
goddess Athéné, adopted by her as her ward, and installed in her 
temple at Athens, where the Athenians offer to him annual sac- 
rifices. The Athenians are styled in the Iliad, “the people of 
Erechtheus.”! This is the most ancient testimony concerning 
EKrechtheus, exhibiting him as a divine or heroic, certainly a su- 
perhuman person, and identifying him with the primitive ger- 
mination (if I may use a term, the Grecian equivalent of which 
would have pleased an Athenian ear) of Attic man. And he 
was recognized in this same character, even at the close of the 
fourth century before the Christian era, by the Butadz, one of 
the most ancient and important Gentes at Athens, who boasted 
of him as their original ancestor: the genealogy of the great 
Athenian orator Lykurgus, a member of this family, drawn up 
by his son Abrén, and painted on a public tablet in the Erechthe- 
ion, contained as its first and highest name, Erechtheus, son of 
Héphestos and the Earth. In the Erechtheion, Erechtheus was 
worshipped conjointly with Athéné: he was identified with the 
god Poseidén, and bore the denomination of Poseiddn Erech- 


‘ Thiad, ii. 546. Odyss. vii. 81.— 


Of & dp’ ’Adpvag eiyov......... 
Ajpov ’EpexSijoc eyaanropoc, bv ror’ Adjvy 
Opépe, Avog Suyarnp, Téke 08 Ceidwpoc “Apoupa 
Kad 0° fv ’AVAAC’ cicev &@ évi riove vA, 
"Evdade uv Tavpotot Kal apvevoic iAdovrat 
Kotpo. ’Adypvaiwr. reniteAAouévor éviavTar, 
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theus: one of the family of the Butadz, chosen among themselves 
by lot, enjoyed the privilege and performed the functions of his 
hereditary priest.! Herodotus also assigns the same earth-born 
origin to Erechtheus 2 but Pindar, the old poem called the Da- 
nais, Euripidés and Apollodérus — all name Erichthonius, son of 
Héphestos and the Earth, as the being who was thus adopted 
and made the temple-companion of Athéné, while Apollodérus in 
another place identifies Erichthonius with Poseidén.? ‘The Ho- 
meric scholiast treated Erechtheus and Erichthonius as the same 
person under two names :4 and since, in regard to such mythical 
persons, there exists no other test of identity of the subject ex- 
cept perfect similarity of the attributes, this seems the reasonable 
conclusion. 

We may presume, from the testimony of Homer, that the first 
and oldest conception of Athens and its sacred acropolis places it 
under the special protection, and represents it as the settlement 
and favorite abode of Athéné, jointly with Poseidén; the latter 
being the inferior, though the chosen companion of the former, 
and therefore exchanging his divine appellation for the cog- 
nomen of Erechtheus. But the country called Attica, which, 
during the historical ages, forms one social and political aggregate 
with Athens, was originally distributed into many independent 


' See the Life of Lykurgus, in Plutarch’s (I call it by that name, as it is 
always printed with his works) Lives of the Ten Orators, tom. iv. p. 382- 
884, Wytt. Karijyov dé Td yévog and tobtwr kat "EpexSéwe tod Tae nal 
‘Hdatorourensccie kai tot abth 1 Kataywyy Tod yévoue Tv lepacapévav 
tov Ioaerdavoc, ete. “Og THv lepwoivnv MocewWdvoc ’EpexSéuc elye (pp. 
382, 383). Erechtheus Ildapedpo¢ of Athéné— Aristidés, Panathenaic. p. 
184, with the Scholia of Frommel. 

Butés, the eponymus of the Butadeg, is the first priest of Poseidén Erich- 
thonius: Apollod. iii. 15,1. So Kallais (Xenoph. Sympos. viii. 40), lepede 
Yeiv TOV am’ "EpexBéwe. 

* Herodot. viii. 55. 

* Harpokration, v. AbroySov. ‘O dé Hivdapoc kai 6 tiv Aavatda merounndy 
pac, "EpixySoviov &§ “Adaiorov kai Tie gavpvat. uripidés, Ion. 21. 
Apollod. iii. 14, 6; 15,1. Compare Plato, Timens, c. 6. 

* Schol. ad Iliad. ii. 546, where he cites also Kallimachus for the story of 
Erichthonius. Etymologicon Magn. ‘EpeySebc. Plato (Kritias, c. 4) em. 
ploys vague and general language to describe the agency of Hépheestos and 
Athéné, which the old fable in Apollodérus (iii. 14, 6) details in coarser 
terms. See Ovid, Metam. ii. 757 
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démes or cantons, and included, besides, various religious clans 
or hereditary sects (if the expression may be permitted); that 
is, a multitude of persons not necessarily living together in the 
same locality, but bound together by an hereditary communion ot 
sacred rites, and claiming privileges, as well as performing obli- 
gations, founded upon the traditional authority of divine persons 
for whom they had a common veneration. Even down to the 
beginning of the Peloponnésian war, the demots of the various 
Attic démes, though long since embodied in the larger political 
union of Attica, and having no wish for separation, still retained 
the recollection of their original political autonomy. They lived 
in their own separate localities, resorted habitually to their own 
temples, and visited Athens only occasionally for private or po- 
litical business, or for the great public festivals. Each of these 
ageregates, political as well as religious, had its own eponymous 
god or hero, with a genealogy more or less extended, and a train 
of mythical incidents more or less copious, attached to his name, 
according to the fancy of the local exegetes and poets. The 
eponymous heroes Marathon, Dekelus, Kol6énus, or Phlius, had 
each their own title to worship, and their own position as themes 
of legendary narrative, independent of Erechtheus, or Poseidon, 
or Athéné, the patrons of the acropolis common to all of them. 
But neither the archeology of Attica, nor that of its various 
component fractions, was much dwelt upon by the ancient epic 
poets of Greece. Théseus is noticed both in the Iliad and 
Odyssey as having carried off from Kréte Ariadné, the daugh- 
ter of Minos— thus commencing that connection between the 
Krétan and Athenian legends which we afterwards find so large- 
ly amplified — and the sons of Théseus take part in the Trojan 
war.! The chief collectors and narrators of the Attic mythes 
were, the prose logographers, authors of the many compositions 
called Atthides, or works on Attic archeology. These writers — 
Hellanikus, the contemporary of Herodotus, is the earliest com- 
poser of an Atthis expressly named, though Pherekydés also 
touched upon the Attic fables — these writers, I say, interwove 
into one chronological series the legends which either greatly oc- 
cupied their own fancy, or commanded the most general reverence 


1 Athra, mother of Théseus, is also mentioned (Homer, Iliad, iii. 144). 
VOL. I. 9 180e. 
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among their countrymen. In this way the religious and politica 
legends of Eleusis, a town originally indeper.dent of Athens, but 
incorporated with it before the historical age, were worked inte 
one continuous sequence along with those of the Erechtheids. 
In this way, Kekrops, the eponymous hero of the portion of 
Attica called Kekropia, came to be placed in the mythical chro- 
nology at a higher point even than the primitive god or hero 
Erechtheus. 

Ogygés is said to have reigned in Attica! 1020 years before the 
first Olympiad, or 1796 years B. c. In his time happened the 
deluge of Deukalién, which destroyed most of the inhabitants of 
the country: after along interval, Kekrops, an indigenous person, 
half man and half serpent, is given to us by Apollodérus as the 
first king of the country: he bestowed upon the land, which had 
before been called Acté, the name of Kekropia. In his day there 
ensued a dispute between Athéné and Poseidén respecting the 
possession of the acropolis at Athens, which each of them coy- 
eted. First, Poseid6én struck the rock with his trident, and 
produced the well of salt water which existed in it, called the 
Erechthéis: next came Athéné, who planted the sacred olive-tree 
ever afterwards seen and venerated in the portion of Erech- 
theion called the cell of Pandrosus. The twelve gods decided the 
dispute ; and Kekrops having testified before them that Athéné 
had rendered this inestimable service, they adjudged the spot to 
her in preference to Poseidén. Both the ancient olive-tree and 
the well produced by Poseidén were seen on the acropolis, in the 
temple consecrated jointly to Athéné and Erechtheus, throughout 
the historical ages. Poseidén, as a mark of his wrath for the 


1 Hellanikus, Fragm. 62; Philochor. Fragm. 8, ap. Euseb. Prep. Evang. 
x. 10. p. 489. Larcher (Chronologie d’Hérodote, ch. ix. s. 1. p. 278) treats 
both the historical personality and the date of Ogygés as perfectly well an- 
thenticated. 

It is not probable that Philochorus should have given any calculation of 
time having reference to Olympiads; and hardly conceivable that Hellani- 
kus should have done so. Justin Martyr quotes Hellanikus and Philochorus 
as having mentioned Moses, — O¢ o¢ddpa apyaiov kal madaiod tov "lovdaiwv 
Epxovtoc Mwiicéwc wéuvnvtat — which is still more incredible even than the 
assertion of Eusebius about their having fixed the date of Ogyges ky Olym- 
piads (see Philochor. Fragm. 9). 
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preference given to Athéné, inundated the Thriasian plain witk 
water.! 

During the reign of Kekrops, Attica was laid waste by Karian 
pirates on the coast, and by invasions of the Adnian inhabitants 
from Beeétia. Kekrops distributed the inhabitants of Attica into 
twelve local sections — Kekropia, Tetrapolis, Epakria, Dekeleia, 
Eleusis, Aphidna, Thorikus, Braurén, Kythérus, Sphéttus, Ké- 
phisius, Phalerus. Wishing to ascertain the number of inhabitants, 
he commanded each man to cast a single stone into a general heap: 
the number of stones was counted, and it was found that there 
were twenty thousand.2 

Kekrops married the daughter of Aktzeus, who (according to 
Pausanias’s version) had been king of the country before him, 
and had called it by the name of Aktza.3 By her he had three 
daughters, Aglaurus, Ersé and Pandrosus, anda son, Erysichthén. 
Kekrops is called by Pausanias contemporary of the Arcadian 
Lykaon, and is favorably contrasted with that savage prince in re- 
spect of his piety and humanity.4- Though he has been often desig- 
nated in modern histories as an immigrant from Bey pt into Attica, 


1 Apollod. iii. 14,1; Herodot. viii. 55; Ovid. Metam. vi. 72. The — story 
current among the eae s ol een Kekrops as the judge of this con- 
troversy (Xenoph. Memor. iii. 5, 10). 

The impressions of the trident of Poseidén were still shown upon the rock 
in the time of Pausanias (Pausan. i. 26,4). For the sanctity of the ancien 
olive-tree, see the narrative of Herodotus (/. c.), relating what happened to i. 
when Xerxés occupied the acropolis. As this tale seems to have attached it- 
self specially to the local peculiarities of the Erechtheium, the part which Po- 
seid6n plays in it is somewhat mean: that god appears to greater advantage 
in the neighborhood of the ‘Immori¢ KoAwvoc, as described in the beautiful 
Chorus of Sophoklés ((&dip. Colon. 690-712). 

A curious rationalization of the monstrous form ascribed to Kekrops 
(dc@vjc) in Plutarch (Sera Num. Vindict. p. 551). 

2 Philochor. ap. Strabo. ix. p. 397. 

% The Parian chronological marble designates Aktseus as an autochthonous 
person. Marmor Parium, Epoch. 3. Pausan.i. 2,5. Philochorus treated 
Aktzus as a fictitious name (Fragm. 8, ut sup.). 

+ Pausan. viii. 2.2. The three daughters of Kekrops were not unnoticed 
in the mythes (Ovid, Metam. ii. 739) : the tale of Kephalus, son of Hersé by 
Herinés, who was stolen away by the goddess Eds or Hémera in consequence 
of his surpassing beauty, was told in more than one of the Hesiodic poems 
’Pausan. i. 3, 1; Hesiod. Theog. 986), See also Hurip. Ion. 269. 


196 HISTORY OF GREECE. 


yet the far greater number of ancient authorities represent him 
as indigenous or earth-born.! 

Erysichthén died without issue, and Kranaus succeeded him, — 
another autochthonous person and another eponymus, — for the 
name Kranai was an old denomination of the inhabitants of At- 
tica.2 Kranaus was dethroned by Amphikty6n, by some called 
an autochthonous man; by others, a son of Deukalién: Amphik- 
ty6n in his turn was expelled by Erichthonius, son of Héphestos 
and the Earth, — the same person apparently as Erechtheus, but 
inserted by Apollodérus at this point of the series. Erichthonius, 
the pupil and favored companion of Athéné, placed in the acropo- 
lis the original Palladium or wooden statue of that goddess, said 
to have dropped from heaven: he was moreover the first to cele- 
brate the festival of the Panathenea. He married the nymph 
Pasithea, and had for his son and successor Pandién.3 Erichtho- 
nius was the first person who taught the art of breaking in horses 
to the yoke, and who drove a chariot and four.4 

In the time of Pandidn, who succeeded to Erichthonius, Dio- 
nysus and Démétér both came into Attica: the latter was received 
by Keleos at Eleusis.° Pandién married the nymph Zeuxippé, 
and had twin sons, Erechtheus and Butés, and two daughters, 
Prokné and Philoméla. The two latter are the subjects of a memo- 
rable and well-known legend. Pandidn having received aid in 
repelling the Thébans from Téreus, king of Thrace, gave him his 
daughter Prokné in marriage, by whom he had a son, Itys. The 
beautiful Philoméla, going to visit her sister, inspired the barbarous 
Thracian with an irresistible passion: he violated her person, con- 
fined her in a distant pastoral hut, and pretended that she was dead, 
cutting out her tongue to prevent her from revealing the truth. Af- 
ter a long interval, Philoméla found means to acquaint her sister of 
the cruel deed which had been perpetrated ; she wove into a gar- 
ment words describing her melancholy condition, and despatched it 


' Jul. Africanus also (ap. Euseb. x. 9. p. 486-488) calls Kekrops ynyevie 
and abroyVav. 

? Herod. viii. 44. Kpavaai ’AS7vat, Pindar. 

% Apollod. iii. 14. Pausan. i. 26, 7. 4 Virgil, Georgic iii. 114. 

° The mythe of the visit of Démétér to Eleusis, on which occasion she 
vouchsafed to teach her holy rites to the leading Eleusinians, is more fully 
touched upon in a previous chapter (see anie, p. 50). 
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by a trusty messenger. Prokné, overwhelmed with sorrow and an- 
ger, took advantage of the free egress enjoyed by women during the 
Bacchanalian festival to go and release her sister: the two sis- 
ters then revenged themselves upon Téreus by killing the boy Itys, 
and serving him up for his father to eat: after the meal had been 
finished, the horrid truth was revealed to him. Téreus snatched a 
hatchet to put Prokné to death: she fled, along with Philoméla, 
and all the three were changed into birds — Prokné became a swal- 
low, Philoméla a nightingale, and Téreus an hoopoe.! This tale, 
so popular with the poets, and so illustrative of the general char- 
acter of Grecian legend, is not less remarkable in another point of 
view — that the great historian Thucydidés seems to allude to it 
as an historical fact,? not however directly mentioning the final 
metamorphosis. 

After the death of Pandién, Erechtheus succeeded to the king- 
dom, and his brother, Butés, became priest of Poseidén Erich- 
thonius, a function which his descendants ever afterwards exer- 
cised, the Butadz or Eteobutade. Erechtheus seems to appear 
in three characters in the fabulous history of Athens —as a god, 


} Apollod. iii. 14, 8; Adsch. Supplic. 61; Soph. Elektr. 107; Ovid, Meta- 
morph. vi. 425-670. Hyginus gives the fable with some additional circum 
stances, fab. 45. Antoninus Liberalis (Narr. 11), or Bceus, from whom he 
copies, has composed a new narrative by combining together the names of 
Pandareos and A¢don, as given in the Odyssey, xix. 523, and the adyen- 
tures of the old Attic fable. The hoopoe still continued the habit of chasing 
the nightingale ; it was to the Athenians a present fact. See Schol. Aristoph. 
Aves, 212. 

2 Thucyd. ii. 29. He makes express menti m of the nightingale in con- 
nection with the story, though not of the metamorphosis. See below, chap. 
xvi. p.544, note 2. So also does Pausanias mention and reason upon it as a 
real incident: he founds upon it several moral reflections (i. 5,4; x. 4,5): 
the author of the Adyo¢ “Exuragioc, ascribed to Demosthenés, treats it in the 
same manner, as a fact ennobling the tribe Pandionis, of which Pandién was 
the eponymus. The same author, in touching upon Kekrops, the eponvmus 
of the Kekropis tribe, cannot believe literally the story of his being half man 
and half serpent: he rationalizes it by saying that Kekrops was so called be- 
cause in wisdom he was like a man, in strength like a serpent (Demosth. 
p. 1897, 1398, Reiske). Hesiod glances at the fable (Opp. Di. 566), opdpoyon 
Tavdsovte dpro yeAdov ; see also Alian, V. H. xii. 20. The subject was 
handled by Sophoklés in his lost Téreus. 
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Poseidon Erechtheus! —as a hero, Erechtheus, sun of the Karth 
—and now, as a king, son of Pandién: so much did the ideas of 
divine and human rule become confounded and blended together 
in the imagination of the Greeks in reviewing their early times. 

The daughters of Erechtheus were not less celebrated in Athe- 
nian legend than those of Pandién. Prokris, one of them, is 
among the heroines seen by Odysseus in Hadés: she became the 
wife of Kephalus, son of Deionés, and lived in the Attic déme of 
Thorikus. Kephalus tried her fidelity by pretending that he 
was going away for a long period; but shortly returned, disguis- 
ing his person and bringing with him a splendid necklace. He 
presented himself to Prokris without being recognized, and suc- 
ceeded in triumphing over her chastity. Having accomplished 
this object, he revealed to her his true character: she earnestly 
besought his forgiveness, and prevailed upon him to grant it. 
Nevertheless he became shortly afterwards the unintentional au- 
thor of her death: for he was fond of hunting, and staid out a 
long time on his excursions, so that Prokris suspected him of 
visiting some rival. She determined to watch him by concealing 
herself in a thicket near the place of his midday repose; and 
when Kephalus implored the presence of Nephelé (a cloud) to 
protect him from the sun’s rays, she suddenly started from her 
hiding-place: Kephalus, thus disturbed, cast his hunting-spear 
unknowingly into the thicket and slew his wife. Erechtheus in- 
terred her with great magnificence, and Kephalus was tried for 
the act before the court of Areopagus, which condemned him to 
exile.2 

Kreiisa, another daughter of Erechtheus, seduced by Apollo, 
becomes the mother of Ion, whom she exposes immediately after 
his birth in the cave north of the acropolis, concealing the fact 
from every one. Apoilo prevails upon Hermés to convey the 
new-born child to Delphi, where he is brought 1p as a servant of 
the temple, without knowing his parents. Kreusa marries Xuthus, 
son of AXolus, but continuing childless, she goes with Xuthus te 


 Poseid6n is sometimes spoken of under the name of Erechtheus simply 
(Lycophr6n, 158). See Hesychius, v. EpexSete. 
* Pherekydés, Fragm.77, Didot; ap. Schol. ad Odyss. xi. 320; Hellanikus 


Fr. 82; ap. Schol. Huriv. Orest. 1648. Apollodérus (iii 15,1) gives the 
story differently. 
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the Delphian oracle to inquire for a remedy. The god presents 
to them I6n, and desires them to adopt him as their son: their 
son Achzus is afterwards born to them, and Ién and Acheus 
become the eponyms of the J6nians and Achzans.! 

Oreithyia, the third daughter of Erechtheus, was stolen away 
by the god Boreas while amusing herself on the banks of the 
Tlissus, and carried to his residence in Thrace. The two sons of 
this marriage, Zétés and Kalais, were born with wings: they 
took part in the Argonautic expedition, and engaged in the pur- 
suit of the Harpies: they were slain at Ténos by Héraklés, 
Kleopatra, the daughter of Boreas and Oreithyia, was married te 
Phineus, and had two sons, Plexippus and Pandi6dn ; but Phineus 
afterwards espoused a second wife, Ida, the daughter of Darda- 
nus, who, detesting the two sons of the tormer bed, accused them 
falsely of attempting her chastity, and persuaded Phineus in his 
wrath to put out the eyes of both. For this cruel proceeding he 
was punished by the Argonauts in the course of their voyage.? 

On more than one occasion the Athenians derived, or at least 
believed themselves to have derived, important benefits from this 
marriage of Boreas with the daughter of their primeval hero: 
one inestimable service, rendered at a juncture highly critical for 


1 Upon this story of I6n is founded the tragedy of Euripidés which bears 
that name. I conceive many of the points of that tragedy to be of the in- 
vention of Huripidés himself: but to represent Ién as son of Apollo, not of 
Xuthus, seems a genuine Attic legend. Respecting this drama, see O. Miil- 
ler, Hist. of Dorians, ii. 2. 13-15. I doubt however the distinction which he 
draws between the Ionians and the other population of Attica. 

2 Apollod6r. iii. 15,2; Plato, Phedr.c.3; Sophok. Antig. 984; also the 
copious Scholion on Apollén. Rhod. i. 212. 

The tale of Phineus is told very differently in the Argonautic expedition 
as given by Apollénius Rhodius, ii. 180. From Sophoklés we learn that 
this was the Attic version. 

The two winged sons of Boreas and their chase of the Harpies were no- 
ticed in the Hesiodic Catalogue (see Schol. Apoll6én. Bhod. ii. 296). But 
whether the Attic legend of Oreithyia was recognized in the Hesiodic poems 
seems not certain. 

Both Aschylus and Sophoklés composed dramas on the subject of Orei- 
thyia (Longin. de Sublimit. ¢. 3). “ Orithyia Atheniensis, filia Terrigene 
et a Borea in Thraciam rapta.” (Servius ad Virg. Aineid. xii. 83). Ter- 
rigens is the ynyevic "Epeydev¢. Philochorus (Fragm. 30) rationalized the 
story, and said that it alluded to the effects of a violent wind. 


200 His lORY OF GREECE. 


Grecian independence, deserves to be specified! At the tis « of 
the invasion of Greece by Xerxés, the Grecian fleet was assem 
bled at Chalcis and Artemision in Eubeea, awaiting the approach 
of the Persian force, so overwhelming in its numbers as well by 
sea as on land. The Persian fleet had reached the coast of Mag- 
nésia and the south-eastern corner of Thessaly without any ma- 
terial damage, when the Athenians were instructed by an oracle 
“to mvoke the aid of their son-in-law.” Understanding the ad- 
vice io point to Boreas, they supplicated his aid and that of Orei- 
thyia, most earnestly, as well by prayer as by sacrifice,? and the 
event corresponded to their wishes. A furious north-easterly wind 
immediately arose, and continued for three days to afflict the Per- 
sian fleet as it lay on an unprotected coast: the number of ships 
driven ashore, both vessels of war and of provision, was immense, 
and the injury done to the armament was never thoroughly re- 
paired. Such was the powerful succor which the Athenians de- 
rived, at a time of their utmost need, from their son-in-law Boreas; 
and their gratitude was shown by consecrating to him a new tem- 
ple on the banks of the Llissus. 

The three remaining daughters of Erechtheus — he had six in 
all’ — were in Athenian legend yet more venerated than their 
sisters, on account of having voluntarily devoted themselves to 
death for the safety of their country. Eumolpus of Eleusis was 
the son of Poseidén and the eponymous hero of the sacred gens 
called the Eumolpids, in whom the principal functions, appertain- 
ing to the mysterious rites of Démétér at Eleusis, were vested 
by hereditary privilege: he made war upon Erechtheus and the 


1 Herodot. vii. 189. Of 0 av’ AUnvaioi ods Aéyovor BonSjoavta Tov Bopyy 
mpotepor, kal TOTE Ekelva Katepyaoacvac: Kal ipdy ameddovTes Bopéw idpd. 
gavto Tapa roTrapuov “lAtocov 

2 Herodot.lc. ’Abnvaios tov Bopyy éx Seomporiov érexahécavro, éAsdv- 
Tog ot GAAov xpynotnpiov, Tov yauBpov éxixovpov Kadécacdat. Bopic oe, 
kata Tov ‘EAARvar oyov Exec yovaika "ArriKyr, ’QoevSvinv tiv ’Epexdijos. 
Kara 67 10 xjdo¢ TovTO0, of ’ASyvaio, cvuBarAcduevot age TOY Bophy yauBpor 
ecval, ete. 

3 Suidas and Photius, v. Wapevoc: Protogeneia and Pandéra are given 
as the names of two of them. The sacrifice of Pandéra, in the Iambi of 
Hipponax (Hippénact. Fragm. xxi. Welck. ap. Athen. ix. p. 370), seems to 
allude to this daughter of Erechtheus, 
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Athenians, with the aid of a body of Thracian allies; indeed it 
appears that the legends of Athens, originally foreign and un- 
friendly to those of Eleusis, represented him as having been him- 
self a Thracian born and an immigrant into Attica.! Respecting 
Eumolpus however and his parentage, the discrepancies much 
exceed even the measure of license usual in the legendary ge 
ealogies, and some critics, both ancient and modern, have sought 
to reconcile these contradictions by the usual stratagem of sup- 
posing two or three different persons of the same name. Even 
Pausanias, so familiar with this class of unsworn witnesses, com- 
plains of the want of native Eleusinian genealogists,2 and of the 
extreme license of fiction in which other authors had indulged. 
In the Homeric Hymn to Démétér, the most ancient testimony 
before us, — composed, to all appearance, earlier than the com- 
plete incorporation of Eleusis with Athens, — Eumolpus appears 
(to repeat briefly what has been stated in a previous chapter) as 
one of the native chiefs or princes of Eleusis, along with Tripto- 


' Apollodér. iii. 15,3; Thucyd. ii. 15; Iskoratés (Panegyr, t. i. p. 206; 
Panathenaic. t. ii. p. 560, Auger), Lykurgus, cont. Leocrat. p. 201, Reiske , 
Pausan. i. 38, 3; Euripid. Erechth. Fragm. The Schol. ad. Soph. Cid. Col, 
1048 gives valuable citations from Ister, Akestodorus and Androtiédn: we 
see that the inquirers of antiquity found it difficult to explain how the Eumol- 
pids could have acquired their ascendant privileges in the management of 
the Eleusinia. seeing that Eumolpus himself was a foreigner. — Zyreira, ri 
Onmore of HiuoAridar trav redetav éFapyovor, Sévor dvrec. Thucydidés does 
not call Eumolpus a Thracian: Strabo’s language is very large and vague 
(vii. p. 321): Iskoratés says that he assailed Athens in order to vindicate 
the rights of his father Poseidén to the sovereign patronage of the city. Hy- 
ginus copies this (fab. 46). 

2 Pausan. i. 38.3. "EAdevoivioi re dpyaior, ate od TpocdvTwY odioL yeved- 
Aoywr, GAda Te TAdoacSat Jed@Kact Kai wadtora é¢ TA yévyn TOY Tpowr. See 
Heyne ad Apollodér. iii. 15, 4. “ Eumolpi nomen modo communicatum 
pluribus, modo plurium hominum res et facta cumulata in unum. Is ad 
quem Hercules venisse dicitur, serior etate fuit: antiquior est is de quo hoc 
loco agitur....... antecessisse tamen hunc debet alius, qui cum Triptolemo 
vixit,” etc. See the learned and valuable comments of Lobeck in his Aglao- 
phamus, tom. i. p. 206-213: in regard to the discrepancies of this narrative 
he observes, I think, with great justice (p. 211), “ quo uno exemplo ex innu- 
merabilibus delecto, arguitur eorum temeritas, qui ex variis discordibusque 
poetarum et mythographorum narratiunculis, antique fame formam et quasi 
lineamenta recognosci posse sperant.” 


g« 
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lemus, Dioklés, Polyxeinus and Dolichus: Keleos is the king, 
or principal among these chiefs, the son or lineal descendant of 
the eponymous Eleusis himself. To these chiefs, and to the three 
daughters of Keleos, the goddess Démétér comes in her sorrow 
for the loss of her daughter Persephoné: being hospitably enter- 
tained by Keleos she reveals her true character, commands that 
a temple shall be built to her at Eleusis, and prescribes to them 
the rites according to which they are to worship her.! Such 
seems to have been the ancient story of the Eleusinians respect- 
ing their own religious antiquities: Keleos, with Metaneira his 
wife, and the other chiefs here mentioned, were worshipped at 
Eleusis, and from thence transferred to Athens as local gods or 
heroes.2 Eleusis became incorporated with Athens, apparently 
not very long before the time of Solén; and the Eleusinian wor- 
ship of Démétér was then received into the great religious 
solemnities of the Athenian state, to which it owes its remarkable 
subsequent extension and commanding influence. In the Atti- 
cized worship of the Eleusinian Démétér, the Eumolpids and the 
Kérykes were the principal hereditary functionaries: Eumolpus, 
the eponym of this great family, came thus to play the principal 
part in the Athenian legendary version of the war between 
Athens and Eleusis. An oracle had pronounced that Athens 
could only be rescued from his attack by the death of the three 
daughters of Erechtheus ; their generous patriotism consented to 
the sacrifice, and their father put them to death. He then went 
forth confidently to the battle, totally vanquished the enemy, and 


1 Homer, Hymn. ad Cerer. 153-475, — 
eiaantels ‘H 6& kiovoa SeutotoroAote BaotAedot 
Acigev Tpirroréum tre, AcoxAgi te wAngint, 
EvuoArov te Bin, Kerio 8 hygtope Aadr, 
Apyopoobyny lepav. 
Also vy. 105. 
Ty 08 idov Kedéoro ’ EAevotvidao Siyartpec. 
The hero Eleusis is mentioned in Pausanias, i. 38, 7: some said that he was 
the son of Hermés, others that he was the son of Ogygus. Compare Hygin. 
f 147. 

? Keleos and Metaneira were worshipped by the Athenians with divine 
honors (Athenagoras, Legat. p. 53, ed. Oxon.): perhaps he confounds divine 
and heroic honors, as the Christian controversialists against Paganism were 
disposed to do. Triptolemus had a temple at Hleusis (Pausan i. 38, 6) 
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willed Eumolpus with his own hand.'! Erechtheus was wors 
shipped as a god, and his daughters as goddesses, at Athens.2 
Their names and their exalted devotion were cited along with 
those of the warriors of Marathén, in the public assembly of 
Athens, by orators who sought to arouse the languid patriot, or 
to denounce the cowardly deserter; and the people listened both 
to one and the other with analogous feelings of grateful veneration, 
as well as with equally unsuspecting faith in the matter of fact. 


1 Apolloddr. iii. 15,4. Some said that Immaradus, son of Eumolpus, had 
been killed by Erechtheus (Pausan. i. 5, 2); others, that both Eumolpus and 
his son had experienced this fate (Schol. ad Eurip. Pheeniss. 854). But we 
learn from Pausanias himself what the story in the interior of the Erechtheion 
was, — that Erechtheus killeé Eumolpus (i. 27, 3). 

2 Cicero, Nat. Deor. iii. 19 ; Philochor. ap. Schol. Gidip. Col. 100. Three 
daughters of Krechtheus perished, and three daughters were worshipped 
(Apollodor. iii. 15,4; Hesychius, Zevyo¢ toutaptevov; Eurip. Erechtheus. 
Fragm. 3, Dindorf); but both Euripidés and Apollodorus said that Erech- 
theus was only required to sacrifice, and only did sacrifice, one,— the other 
two slew themselves voluntarily, from affection for their sister. I cannot but 
think (in spite of the opinion of Welcker to the contrary, Griechisch. Tragéd. 
ii. p. 722) that the genuine legend represented Erechtheus as having sacrificed 
all three, as appears in the Ion of Euripidés (276) : — 

Tén. ITarip ’ Epeydede cdg &0vce ovyyovove ; 
OrEUSA. “EtAn mpd yaiat opayra rapSévove Kraveiv. 
Ton. 20 0’ teowdneg moc KaovyvyTwv morn ; 
Crevusa. Bpédog véoyvov uytpog pv ev dyKaAae. 
Compare with this passage, Demosthen. Adyo¢ ’ Exitag. p. 1897, Reisk 
Just before, the death of the three daughters of Kekrops, for infringing the 
commands of Athéné, had been mentioned. Euripidés modified this in his 
Erechtheus, for he there introduced the mother Praxithea consenting to the 
immolation of one daughter, for the rescue of the country from a foreign {ne 
vader: to propose to a mother the immolation of three daughters at once, 
would have been too revolting. In most instances we find the strongly 
marked features, the distinct and glaring incidents as well as the dark con- 
trasts, belong to the Hesiodic or old Post-Homeric legend; the changes made 
afterwards go to soften, dilute, and to complicate, in proportion as the feel- 
ings of the public become milder and more humane; sometimes however the 
later poets add new horrors. 

3 See the striking evidence contained in the oration of Lykurgus against 
Leocratés (p. 201-204. Reiske ; Demosthen. Ady.’ Ezitag. l.c.; and Xeno- 
phon, Memor. iii. 5,9): from the two latter passages we see that the Athe- 
aian story represented the invasion under Eumolpus as a combined assault 
from the western continent. 
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Though Erechtheus gained the victory over Eumolpus, yet 
the story represents Poseidén as having put an end to the life 
and reign of Erechtheus, who was (it seems) slain in the battle. 
He was succeeded by his son Kekrops II., and the latter again by 
his son Pandidn II.,!1—two names unmarked by any incidents, 
and which appear to be mere duplication of the former Kekrops 
and Pandion, placed there by the genealogizers for the purpose 
of filling up what seemed to them a chronological chasm. The 
Attic legends were associated chiefly with a few names of respect- 
ed eponymous personages ; and if the persons called the children 
of Pandién were too numerous to admit of their being con- 
veniently ascribed to one father, there was no difficulty in sup- 
posing a second prince of the same name. 

Apollodérus passes at once from Erechtheus to his son Kekrops 
IL., then to Pandién IL., next to the four sons of the latter, Xgeus, 
Pallas, Nisus and Lykus. But the tragedians here insert the 
story of Xuthus, Kreiisa and I6n; the latter being the eson of 
Kreisa by Apollo, but given by the god to Xuthus, and adopted 
by the latter as his own. Ion becomes the successor of Erech- 
theus, and his sons Teleon, Hoplés, Argadés and Aigikorés 
become the eponyms of the four ancient tribes of Athens, which 
subsisted until the revolution of Kleisthenés. I6n himself is the 
eponym of the Iénic race both in Asia, in Europe, and in the 
Hgean islands: Dérus and Achzus are the sons of Kreiisa by 
Xuthus, so that I6n is distinguished from both of them by being 
of divine parentage.2 According to the story given by Philocho- 
rus, I6n rendered such essential service in rescuing the Athenians 
from the attack of the Thracians under Eumolpus, that he was 
afterwards made king of the country, and distributed all the in- 
habitants into four tribes or castes, corresponding to different 
modes of life, — soldiers, husbandmen, goatherds, and artisans.3 
And it seems that the legend explanatory of the origin of the 
festival Boédromia, originally important enough to furnish a name 


* Apollodor. iii. 15, 5; Eurip. In, 282; Erechth. Fragm. 20, Dindorf. 

* Eurip. In. 1570-1595 The Kreiisa of Sophoklés, a lost tragedy, seems 
to have related to the same subject. 

Pausanias (vii. 1, 2) tells us that Kuthus was chosen to arbitrate betweer 
the contending claims of the sons of Erechtheus. : 

* Philochor. ap. Harpecrat. v. Bo7dpéuca; Strabo, viii. p. 383 
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to one of the Athenian months, was attached to the aid thus rene 
dered by I6n.1 

We pass from I6n to persons of far greater mythical dignity 
and interest, — Mgeus and his son Théseus. 

Pandién had four sons, Aigeus, Nisus, Lykus, and Pallas, 
between whom he divided his dominions. Nisus received the 
territory of Megaris, which had been under the sway of Pandidn, 
and there founded the seaport of Niswa. Lykus was made king 
of the eastern coast, but a dispute afterwards ensued, and he quit- 
ted the country altogether, to establish himself on the southern 
coast of Asia Minor among the Termile, to whom he gave the 
name of Lykians.2 /®geus, as the eldest of the four, became 
king of Athens; but Pallas received a portion both of the south- 
western coast and the interior, and he as well as his children 
appear as frequent enemies both to A®geus and to Théseus. 
Pallas is the eponym of the déme Palléné, and the stories 
respecting him and his sons seem to be connected with old and 
standing feuds among the different démes of Attica, originally 
independent communities. These feuds penetrated into the 
legend, and explain the story which we find that Aigeus and 
Théseus were not genuine Erechtheids, the former being denomi- 
nated a supposititious child to Pandién.? 

Z&geus‘ has little importance in the mythical history except as 
the father of Théseus: it may even be doubted whether his name 
is anything more than a mere cognomen of the god Poseidén, who 
was (as we are told) the real father of this great Attic Héraklés. 
As I pretend only to give a very brief outline of the general 
territory of Grecian legend, I cannot permit myself to recount in 


1 Philochor. ap. Harpocrat. v. Boydpouca. 

2 Sophokl. ap. Strab. ix. p. 392; Herodot. i. 173; Strabo, xii. p. 573. 

3 Plutarch, Théseus, ¢. 13. Alyede etog yevrouevog Mavdiov, kai undev 
roic ’EpexVeidarg mpooyxwv. Apollodor. ili. 15, 6. 

4 Jigeus had by Médea (who took refuge at Athens after her flight from 
Corinth) a son named Médus, who passed into Asia, and was considered as 
the eponymus and progenitor of the Median people. Datis, the general who 
commanded the invading Persian army at the battle of Marath6n, sent a 
formal communication to the Athenians announcing himself as the descend- 
ant of Médus, and requiring to be admitted as king of Attica: such is the 
statement of Diodérus (Exc. Vatic. vii.— x. 48: see also Schol. Aristophan 


Pac. 289). 
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detail the chivalrous career of Théseus, who is found both in the 
Kalydénian boar-hunt and in the Argonautic expedition — his 
personal and victorious encounters with the robbers Sinnis, Pro- 
crustés, Periphétés, Scirén and others — his valuable service in 
ridding his country of the Krommyonian sow and the Marathd 
nian bull —his conquest of the Minotaur in Kréte, and his escape 
from the dangers of the labyrinth by the aid of Ariadné, whom 
he subsequently carries off and abandons— his many amorous 
adventures, and his expeditions both against the Amazons and 
into the under-world along with Peirithous.1 

Thucydidés delineates the character of Théseus as a man who 
combined sagacity with political power, and who conferred upon 
his country the inestimable benefit of uniting all the separate and 
self-governing démes of Attica into one common political society.? 
From the well-earned reverence attached to the assertion of 
Thucydidés, it has been customary to reason upon this assertion 
as if it were historically authentic, and to treat the romantic 
attributes which we find in Plutarch and Diodorus as if they were 
fiction superinduced upon this basis of fact. Such a view of the 
case is in my judgment erroneous. The athletic and amorous 
knight-errant is the old version of the character —the profound 


1 Ovid, Metamorph. vii. 433. — 


forse sdhapanss sie haserttes “Te, maxime Theseu, 

Mirata est Marathon Cretei sanguine Tauri: 
Quodque Suis securus arat Cromyona colonus, 
Munus opusque tuum est. Tellus Epidauria per te 
Clavigeram vidit Vulcani occumbere prolem: 

Vidit et immanem Cephisias ora Procrustem. 
Cercyonis letum vidit Cerealis Eleusin. 

Occidit ille Sinis,” ete. 

Respecting the amours of Théseus, Ister especially seems to have enterea 
into great details; but some of them were noticed both in the Hesiodic 
poems and by Kekrops, not to mention Pherekydés (Athen. xiii. p. 557). 
Peirithous, the intimate friend and companion of Théseus, is the eponymous 
hero of the Attic déme or gens Perithoide (Ephorus ap. Photium, v. Tlepe- 
Soidar). 

? Thue. ii. 15. ’ Exresd?) 08 Onoedc éBacirevoe, yevouevoc weTa Tov Evverod 
ka) dvvatoc, Ta Te dAAa duekdounoe THY yOpar, Kad KaTaAvoacg tav addon 
rodewy ra Te BovdevTApia Kal Tac dpyac, &¢ THY viv TOAW......... Suvpxice 
wavTac. 
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and long-sighted politician is a subsequent correction, introduced 
indeed by men of superior mind, but destitute of historical war- 
ranty, and arising out of their desire to find reasons of their own 
for concurring in the veneration which the general public paid 
more easily and heartily to their national hero. ‘Théseus, in the 
Iliad and Odyssey, fights with the Lapithe against the Centaurs: 
Théseus, in the Hesiodic poems, is misguided by his passion for 
the beautiful Avglé, daughter of Panopeus:! and the Théseus 
described in Plutarch’s biography is in great part a continuation 
and expansion of these same or similar attributes, mingled with 
many local legends, explaining, like the Fasti of Ovid, or the 
lost Aitia of Kallimachus, the original genesis of prevalent reli- 
gious and secial customs.2. Plutarch has doubtless greatly soften- 
ed down and modified the adventures which he found in the Attic 
logographers as well as in the poetical epics called Théséis. 
For in his preface to the life of Théseus, after having emphati- 
cally declared that he is about to transcend the boundary both of 
the known and’ the knowable, but that the temptation of comparing 
the founder of Athens with the founder of Rome is irresistible, 
he concludes with the following remarkable words: “I pray that 
this fabulous matter may be so far obedient to my endeavors as 
to receive, when purified by reason, the aspect of history: in 
those cases where it haughtily scorns plausibility and will admit 
no alliance with what is probable, I shall beg for indulgent hear- 
ers, willing to receive antique narrative in a mild spirit.”3 We 
see here that Plutarch sat down, not to recount the old fables as 
he found them, but to purify them by reason and to impart to 
them the aspect of history. We have to thank him for having 
retained, after this purification, so much of what is romantic and 
marvellous ; but we may be sure that the sources from which he 
borrowed were more romantic and marvellous still. It was the 


1 Tliad, i. 265; Odyss. xi. 321. I do not notice the suspected line, Odyss. 
xi. 630. 

? Diodérus also, from his disposition to assimilate Théseus to Héraklés, 
has given us his chivalrous as well as his political attributes(iv. 61). 

3 Plutarch, Théseus, i. Ely piv obp juiv, éxxadaipouevov A0yp Td podGde¢ 
braxovoa kat AaBeiv iaropiag Spi: dxov 0 dv aidadd¢ Tod mudavod Tept- 
dpov7g, kal uh SéxnTta THY TpdCTO ElKdG BiELY, edyvapovwr dkpoaTay 
Benooueda, kal Tegws THY GpxavoAoyiav TpoddEexouevar. 
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tendency of the enlightened men of Athens, from the days of 
Solén downwards, to refine and politicize the character of Thé- 
seus:! even Peisistratus expunge] from one of the Hesiodie 
poems the line which described the violent passion of the hero 
for the fair A2glé:2 and the tragic poets found it more congenial 
to the feelings of their audience to exhibit him as a dignified 
and liberal sovereign, rather than as an adventurous single-handed 
fighter. But the logographers and the Alexandrine poets re- 
mained more faithful to the old fables. The story of Hekalé, the 
hospitable old woman who received and blessed Théseus when 
he went against the Marathonian bull, and whom he found dead 
when he came back to recount the news of his success, was 
treated by Kallimachus:? and Virgil must have had his mind 
full of the unrefined legends when he numbered this Attic Héra- 
klés among the unhappy sufferers condemned to endless penance 
in the under-world.4 

Two however among the Théseian fables cannot be dismissed 
without some special notice, — the war against they Amazons, and 
the expedition against Kréte. The former strikingly illustrates 
the facility as well as the tenacity of Grecian legendary faith; 
the latter embraces the story of Dedalus and Minos, two of the 
most eminent among Grecian ante-historical personages. 

The Amazons, daughters of Arés and Harmonia,5 are both 


' See Isokratés, Panathenaic. (t. ii. p. 510-512, Auger); Xenoph. Memor. 
iii. 5,10. In the Helens Encomium, Isokratés enlarges more upon the per 
sonal exploits of Théseus in conjunction with his great political merits (t. ii 
p. 342-350, Auger). 

2 Plutarch, Théseus, 20. 

° See the epigram of Krinagoras, Antholog. Pal. vol. ii. p. 144; ep. xv. 
ed. Brunck. and Kallimach. Frag. 40. 

’Acidet 0° (Kallimachus) ‘Exadne re dvAogeivoco nadpy, 
Kal Onoei Mapadov odbc érédnke révove. 

Some beautiful lines are preserved by Suidas, vy. "Eatdva, wept ‘Exaane 
Savovons (probably spoken by Théseus himself, see Plutarch, Theseus, ¢ 
14). 

"Idi, mpyeia yuvakoy, 
Thy oddv, nv aviat Suuadyéec ob repswoww 
TloAAak: cei’, © pata, pAokeivoio Kadiqc 
MvjoopeSa* Evvdv yap érabdiov b-<ev Graat. 

‘ Virgil, Hneid, vi. 617. “Sedet zternumque sedebit Infelix Théseus ® 

® Pherekyd. Fragm. 25, Didot. 
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early creations and frequent reproductions of the ancient epic — 
which was indeed, we may generally remark, largely occupied 
both with the exploits and sufferings of women, or heroines, the 
wives and daughters of the Grecian heroes —and which recog- 
nized in Pallas Athéné the finished type of an irresistible female 
warrior. A nation of courageous, hardy and indefatigable women, 
dwelling apart from men, permitting only a short temporary in- 
tercourse for the purpose of renovating their numbers, and burn- 
ing out their right breast with a view of enabling themselves to 
draw the bow freely, — this was at once a general type stimu- 
lating to the fancy of the poet and a theme eminently popular 
with his hearers. Nor was it at all repugnant to the faith of the 
latter — who had no recorded facts to guide them, and no other 
standard of credibility as to the past except such poetical nar- 
ratives themselves —to conceive communities of Amazons as 
having actually existed in anterior time. Accordingly we find 
these warlike females constantly reappearing in the ancient poems, 
and universally accepted as past realities. In the Iliad, when 
Priam wishes to illustrate emphatically the most numerous host 
in which he ever found himself included, he tells us that it was 
assembled in Phyrgia, on the banks of the Sangarius, for the 
purpose of resisting the formidable Amazons. When Bellero- 
phon is to be employed on a deadly and perilous undertaking,! 
by those who indirectly wish to procure his death, he is despatch- 
ed against the Amazons. In the Atthiopis of Arktinus, describing 
the post-Homeric war of Troy, Penthesileia, queen of the Ama- 
zons, appears as the most effective ally of the besieged city, and 
as the most formidable enemy of the Greeks, succumbing only 
to the invincible might of Achilles.2 The Argonautic heroes find 
the Amazons on the river Thermédon, in their expedition along 


Jliad, iii. 186 ; vi. 152. 
2 See Proclus’s Argument of the lost Athiopis (Fragm. Epicor. Grecor. 
ed. Diintzer, p.16). We are reduced to the first book of Quintus Smyrnzus 
for some idea of the valor of Penthesileia; it is supposed to be copied more 
or less closely from the Athiopis. See Tychsen’s Dissertation prefixed to 
his edition of Quintus, sections 5 and 12. Compare Dio. Chrysostom. Or. 
xi. p. 350, Reiske. Philostratus (Heroica, c. 19. p. 751) gives a strange 
transformation of this old epical narrative into a Cescent of Amazons upon 
the island sacred to Achilles. 
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the southern coast of the Euxine. To the same spot Héraclés 
goes to attack them, in the performance of the ninth labor im- 
posed upon him by Eurystheus, for the purpose of procuring the 
girdle of the Amazonian queen, Hippolyté;! and we are told 
that they had not yet recovered from the losses sustained in this 
severe aggression when Théseus also assaulted and defeated them, 
carrying off their queen, Antiopé.? This injury they avenged 
by invading Attica, —an undertaking as Plutarch justly observ¢s) 
“neither trifling nor feminine,” especially if according to the 
statement of Hellanikus, they crossed the Cimmerian Bosporus 
on the winter ice, beginning their march from the Asiatic side of 
the Paulus Mzotis.3 They overcame all the resistances and dif 
ficulties of this prodigious march, and penetrated even into Athens 
itself, where the final battle, hard-fought and at one time doubt- 
ful, by which Théseus crushed them, was fought—2in the very 


1 Apollon, Rhod. ii. 966, 1004; Apollod. ii. 5-9; Diod6r. ii. 46; iv. 16. 
The Amazons were supposed to speak the Thracian langaage (Schol. Apoll 
Rhkod. ii. 953), though some authors asserted them to be natives of Libyia, 
others of Athiopia (7b. 965). 

Hellanikus (Frag. 33, ap. Schol. Pindar. Nem. iii. 65) said that all the 
Argonauts had assisted Héraklés in this expedition: the fragment of the old 
epic poem (perhaps the ’Aualovia) there quoted mentions Telam6n specially. 

2 The many diversities in the story respecting Théseus and the Amazon 
Antiopé are well set forth in Bachet de Meziriac (Commentaires sur Ovide, 
t. 1. p. 317). 

Welcker (Der Epische Cyclus, p. 313) supposes that the ancient epic poem 
called by Suidas ’Awacovia, related to the invasion of Attica by the Ama- 
zons, and that this poem is the same, under another title, as the ’ArWic of 
Hegesinous cited by Pausanias : I cannot say that he establishes this con- 
jecture satisfactorily, but the chapter is well worth consulting. The epic 
Théséis seems to have given a version of the Amazonian contest in many 
respects different from that which Plutarch has put together out of the logo- 
graphers (see Plut. Thés. 28): it contained a narrative of many unconnect- 
ed exploits belonging to Théseus, and Aristotle censures it on that account 
as ill-constructed (Poetic. c. 17). 

The ’Apuafovic or ’Apualovixd of Onasus can hardly have been (as Heyne 
supposes, ad Apollod. ii. 5, 9) an epic poem: we may infer from the ration- 
alizing tendency of the citation from it (Schol. ad Theocrit. xiii. 46, and 
8chol. Apollén. Rhod. i. 1207) that it was a work in prose. There was am 

Auatovic by Possis of Magnésia (Athenzus, vii. p. 296). 

* Plutarch, Théseus, 27. Pindar (Olymp. xiii. 84) represents the Amazons 

as having come from the extreme north, when Bellerophon conquers them 
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heart of the city. Attic antiquaries confidently pointed out the 
exact position of the two contending armies: the left wing of the 
Amazons rested upon the spot occupied by the commemorative 
monument called the Amazoneion; the right wing touched the 
Pnyx, the place in which the public assemblies of the Athenian 
democracy were afterwards held. The details and fluctuations 
of the combat, as well as the final triumph and consequent truce, 
were recounted by these authors with as complete faith and as 
much circumstantiality as those of the battle of Platea by Herod- 
otus. The sepulchral edifice called the Amazoneion, the tomb 
or pillar of Antiopé near the western gate of the city — the spot 
called the Horkomosion near the temple of Théseus — even the 
hill of Areiopagus itself, and the sacrifices which it was custom- 
ary to offer to the Amazons at the periodical festival of the Thé- 
seia — were all so many religious mementos of this victory ;! 
which was moreover a favorite subject of art both with the 
sculptor and the painter, at Athens as well as in other parts of 
Greece. 

No portion of the ante-historical epic appears to have been more 
deeply worked into the national mind of Greece than this inva- 
sion and defeat of the Amazons. It was not only a constant theme 
of the logographers, but was also familiarly appealed to by the 
popular orators along with Marathén and Salamis, among those 
antique exploits of which their fellow-citizens might justly be proud. 
It formed a part of the retrospective faith of Herodotus, Lysias, 
Plato and Isokratés,2 and the exact date of the event was settled 


1 Plutarch, Théseus, 27-28; Pausan. i. 2,4; Plato, Axiochus, c. 2; Har- 
pocration, v. Avagoveiov ; Aristophan. Lysistrat. 678, with the Scholia. Aus- 
chyl. (Eumenid. 685) says that the Amazons assaulted the citadel from the 
Areiopagus : — 

Ilayov 7’ “Apecov révd’", "Aualovwr édpav 
Uenvac 7’, br’ RAVov Oncéw¢ kata ptovov 
UrparnAarovoat, kal TOA veonToALy 
Thvo’ bwirupyov avreripywoay Tore. 

3 Herodot. ix. 27, Lysias (Epitaph, c. 3) represents the Amazons as dp 
yovoat roAAGy &vwv: the whole race, according to him, was nearly extin- 
guished in their unsuccessful and calamitous invasion of Attica. Isokratés 
(Panegyric. t. i. p. 206, Auger) says the same ; also Panathénaic, t. iii. p. 560, 
Auger; Demosth. Epitaph. p. 1391. Reisk. Pausanias quotes Pindar’s no 
tice of the invasion, and with the fullest belief of its historical reality (vii. 2, 4) 
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by the chronologists.!. Nor did the Athenians stand alone in such 
a belief. Throughout many other regions of Greece, both Euro- 
pean ard Asiatic, traditions and memorials of the Amazons were 
found. At Megara, at Troezen, in Laconia near Cape Tenarus, 
at Cheroneia in Beedtia, and in more than one part of Thessaly, 
sepulchres or monuments of the Amazons were preserved. The 
warlike women (it was said), on their way to Attica, had not 
traversed those countries, without leaving some evidences of their 
passage.” 

Amongst the Asiatic Greeks the supposed traces of the Amazons 
were yet more numerous. Their proper territory was asserted to 
be the town and plain of Themiskyra, near the Grecian colony of 
Amisus, on the river Thermédén, a region called after their name 
by Roman historians and geographers. But they were believed 
to have conquered and occupied in early times a much wider range 
of territory, extending even to the coast of Idénia and KXolis, 
Ephesus, Smyrna, Kymé, Myrina, Paphos and Sinopé were af 
firmed to have been founded and denominated by them.4- Some 


Plato mentions the invasion of Attica by the Amazons in the Menexenus 
(c. 9), but the passage in the treatise De Legg. ¢. il. p. 804, — dkotwv yap dy 
podoue rahaode réTELoUAL, etc. — is even a stronger evidence of his own-be- 
lief. And Xenophon in the Anabasis, when he compares the quiver and the 
hatchet of his barbarous enemies to “those which the Amazons carry,” evie 
dently believed himself to be speaking of real persons, though he could have 
seen only the costumes and armature of those painted by Mikén and others 
(Anabas. iv. 4,10; compare Aischl. Supplic. 293, and Aristophan. Lysistr. 
678; Lucian. Anachars, c. 34. v. iii, p. 318). 

How copiously the tale was enlarged upon by the authors of the Atthides, 
we see in Plutarch, Théseus, 27-28. 

Hekatzus (ap. Steph. Byz. ’Aualovetov ; also Fragm. 350, 351, 352, Di- 
dot) and Xanthus (ap. Hesychium, vy. BovAewin) both treated of the Amae 
zons: the latter passage ought to be added to the collection of the Fragments 
of Xanthus by Dido. 

* Clemens Alexandr. Stromat, i. p. 336; Marmor Parium, Epoch. 21. 

* Plutarch, Thés. 27-28. Steph. Byz v. ’Auaoveiov. Pausan. ii. 32, 8; 
iii. 25, 2. 

3 Pherekydés ap. Schol. Apollon. Rh. ii. 373-992; Justin, ii. 4; Strabo, 
Xi. p. 547, Oeuioxypay, 7d THv ’Aualovoy oiknthprov; Dioddor. ii. 45-463 
Sallust ap. Serv. ad Virgil. Aneid. xi. 659; Pompon Mela, i. 19; Plin. B 
N. vi.4 The geography of Quintus Curtius (vi.4) and of Philostratus (He 
roic. c. 19) is on this point indefinite, and even inconsistent ) 
Ephor. Fragm. 87, Didot. Strabo, xi. p. 505; xiii p. 5733 xiii, p. 622 
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authors placed them in Libya or Ethiopia; and when the Pontie 
Greeks on the north-western shore of the Euxine had become 
acquainted with the hardy and daring character of the Sarmatian 
maidens, — who were obliged to have slain each an enemy in 
battle as the condition of obtaining a husband, and who artificially 
prevented the growth of the right breast during childhood, — they 
could imagine no more satisfactory mode of accounting for such 
attributes than by deducing the Sarmatians from a colony of va- 
grant Amazons, expelled by the Grecian heroes from their terri- 
tory on the Thermédén.! Pindar ascribed the first establishment 
of the memorable temple of Artemis at Ephesus to the Amazons. 
And Pausanias explains in part the preéminence which this tem- 
ple enjoyed over every other in Greece by the widely diffused 
renown of its female founders,2 respecting whom he observes 
(with perfect truth, if we admit the historical character of the old 
epic), that women possess an unparalleied force of resolution in 
resisting adverse events, since the Amazons, after having been 
first roughly handled by Héraklés and then completely defeated 


Pausan. iv. 31,6; vii.2.4. Tacit. Ann. iii. 61. Schol. Apollon. Rhod. ii. 
965. 

The derivation of the name Sinopé from an Amazon was given by Heka 
teeus (Fragm. 352). Themiskyra also had one of the Amazons for its epony- 
mus (Appian, Bell. Mithridat. 78). 

Some of the most venerated religious legends at Sinopé were attached to 
the expedition of Héraklés against the Amazons: Autolykus, the oracle- 
giving hero, worshipped with great solemnity even at the time when the town 
was besieged by Lucullus, was the companion of Héraclés (Appian, ib. c.83), 
Even a small mountain village in the territory of Ephesus, called Latoreia, 
derived its name from one of the Amazons (Athen. i. p. 31). 

1 Herodot. iv. 108-117, where he gives the long tale, imagined by the Pon- 
tic Greeks, of the origin of the Sarmatian nation. Compare Hippokratés, De 
Aére, Locis et Aquis, c.17; Ephorus, Fragm.103; Skymn. Chius, v. 192; 
Plato, Lege. vii. p. 804; Diodor. ii. 34. 

The testimony of Hippokratés certifies the practice of the Sarmatian wo- 
men to check the growth of the right breast : Tov dégcov dé walov obk Exovar. 
Macdiovor yap godoty ére vyriotow al untépec YaAKeiov TeTExvnwevon En” aiTéw 
TovTy SLarupoy ToLéovoal, mpo¢ Tov waddy Tudéacr TOV défLov Kal EmikaleTal, 
bore THY abéjow odeipeoSat, é¢ dé Tov détov Guov Kal Bpaxiova nadcav THY 
foyvr Kal Td TAHT Exddovat. 

Ktésias also compares a warlike Sakian woman to the Amazons (Fragm 
Persic. ii. pp. 221, 449, Bahr). 

2 Pgusan. iy. 31,6; vii. 2,4. Dionys. Periégét. 828 
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by Théseus, could yet find courage to play so conspicuous a part 
in the defence of Troy against the Grecian besiegers.! 

Tt is thus that in what is called early Grecian history, as the 
Greeks themselves looked back upon it, the Amazons were among 
the most prominent and undisputed personages. Nor will the cir- 
cumstance appear wonderful if we reflect, that the belief in them 
was first established at a time when the Grecian mind was fed 
with nothing else but religious legend and epic poetry, and that 
the incidents of the supposed past, as received from these sources, 
were addressed to their faith and feelings, without being required 
to adapt themselves to any canons of credibility drawn from 
present experience. But the time came when the historians of 
Alexander the Great audaciously abused this ancient credence. 
Amongst other tales calculated to exalt the dignity of that monarch, 
they affirmed that after his conquest and subjugation of the Per- 
sian empire, he had been visited in Hyrcania by Thalestris, queen 
of the Amazons, who admiring his warlike prowess, was anxious to 
be enabled to return into her own country in a condition to produce 
offspring of a breed so invincible.2 But the Greeks had now been 
accustomed for a century and a half to historical and philosophical 
criticism —and that uninquiring faith, which was readily accorded 
to the wonders of the past, could no longer be invoked for them 
when tendered as present reality. For the fable of the Amazons 
was here reproduced in its naked simplicity, without being ration- 
alized or painted over with historical colors. 

Some literary men indeed, among whom were Démétrius ot 
Skepsis, and the Mitylenzan Theophanés, the companion of Pom- 
pey in his expeditions, still continued their belief both in Ama- 
zons present and Amazons past ; and when it becomes notorious 
that at least there were none such on the banks of the Thermédon, 
these authors supposed them to have migrated from their original 
locality, and to have settled in the unvisited regions north of 
Mount Caucasus.3 Strabo, on the contrary, feeling that the grounds 


1 Pausan. i.15, 2. 

? Arrian, Exped. Alex. vii. 13; compare iv. 15; Quint. Curt. vi. 4; Jus- 
tin, xlii. 4. The note of Freinshemius on the above passage of Quintus Cur 
tins is full of valuable references on the subject of the Amazons. 

? Strabo, xi. p.503-504; Appian, Bell. Mithridat.c.103; Plutarch, Pom 
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of disbelief applied with equal force to the ancient stories and te 
the modern, rejected both the one and the other. But he remarks 
at the same time, not without some surprise, that it was usual 
with most persons to adopt a middle course, — to retain the Amas 
zons as historical phenomena of the remote past, but to disallow 
them as realities of the present, and to maintain that the breed 
had died out.!. The accomplished intellect of Julius Cesar did not 
scruple to acknowledge them as having once conquered and held 
in dominion a large portion of Asia;? and the compromise be- 
tween early, traditional, and religious faith on the one hand, and 


peius, c. 35. Plin. N. H.vi. 7. Plutarch still retains the old description of 
Amazons from the mountains near the Therméd6n. Appian keeps clear of 
this geographical error, probably copying more exactly the language of The- 
ophanés, who must have been well aware that when Lucullus besieged The- 
miskyra, he did not find it defended by the Amazons (see Appian, Bell. Mith- 
ridat.c. 78). Ptolemy (v. 9) places the Amazons in the imperfectly known 
regions of Asiatic Sarmatia, north of the Caspian and near the river Rha 
(Volga). “This fabulous community of women (observes Forbiger) Hand- 
buch der alten Geographie, ii. 77, p.457) was a phenomenon much too inter- 
esting for the geographers easily to relinquish.” 

1 Strabo, xi. p. 505. “Idsov dé re oupBéBnKe TH Ady Tepl TOY ’Awatovey 
Ol pév yap dAAot TH uvSGde¢ Kal TO loTopLiKoy OLwpiowevov EyovoL* TA yap Ta- 
Aad Kat Wevd7 Kat Tepatadn, uoSor kadodvrat* [ Note. Strabo does not always 
speak of the dor in this disrespectful tone; he is sometimes much displeased 
with those who dispute the existence of an historical kernel in the inside, 
especially with regard to Homer.] 77 0’ lotopia BobAerar raAnSec, dvte maha- 
Lov, avTe véov * Kal TO TEepaTOdEC 7 OdK EEL, 7} OTaVvLOY. Ilept dé TOY ’Aualover 
ra abra Aéyerar Kal viv Kal mada, tepatodn 7’ dvTa, Kal TicTews Toppa. 
Tic yap dy miorboetev, O¢ yuvalKv oTpaToc, } TOALC, 7) ESvoC, cvoTain av NOTE 
yopic dvdpav ; Kat ob povov ovotain, GAAG Kat épddove Tounoatto ent THY aA- 
hotplav, kal Kpathoetev ob Tov éyyd¢ povov, GoTe Kal péxpL TIC viv “loviag 
mpoeAvelv, GAAd Kat drardvtiov oTeiAalto oTpaTiay wéxpLT?, ’ArruiKic; AAA 
uyv TadTa ye abra Kad viv Aéyetat mepl aiTGv: eEmireiver dé& THY 
idtérntra kal TO mleoTrevecVat Ta TaAaiad wadAAov 7 Ta 
vov. There are however, other passages in which he speaks of the Ama- 
zons as realities. 

Justin (ii. 4) recognizes the great power and extensive conquests of the 
Amazons in very early times, but says that they gradually declined down te 
the reign of Alexander, in whose time there were just a few remaining ; the 
queen with these few visited Alexander, but shortly afterwards the whole 
breed became extinct. This hypothesis has the merit of convenience, per 


haps of ingenuity. 
® Suetonius, Jul. Cxsar,c 22. “In Syria quoque regrasse Semiramis 
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established habits of critical research on the other, adopted by 
the historian Arrian, deserves to be transcribed in his own words, 
as illustrating strikingly the powerful sway of the old legends 
even over the most positive-minded Greeks : —“ Neither Aris- 
tobulus nor Ptolemy (he observes), nor any other competent wit- 
ness, has recounted this (visit of the Amazons and their queen 
to Alexander): nor does it seem to me that the race of the 
Amazons was preserved down to that time, nor have they been 
noticed either by any one before Alexander, or by Xenophon, 
though he mentions both the Phasians aad the Kolchians, and 
the other barbarous nations which the Greeks saw both before 
and after their arrival at Trapezus, in which marches they must 
have met with the Amazons, if the latter had been still in exist- 
ence. Yet 72t 7s incredible to me that this race of women, celebra- 
ted as they have been oy authors so many and so commanding, 
should never have existed at all. The story tells of Héraklés, 
that he set out from Greece and brought back with him the 
girdle of their queen Hippolyté; also of Théseus and the Athe- 
nians, that they were the first who defeated in battle and repel. 
led these women in their invasion of Europe; and the combat 
of the Athenians with the Amazons has been painted by Miké6n, 
not less than that between the Athenians and the Persians. More- 
over Herodotus has spoken in many places of these women, and 
those Athenian orators who have pronounced panegyrics on the 
citizens slain in battle, have dwelt upon the victory over the 
Amazons as among the most memorable of Athenian exploits. 
If the satrap of Media sent any equestrian women at all to Alex- 
ander, I think that they must have come from some of the neigh- 
boring tribes, practised in riding and equipped in the costume 
generally called Amazonian.”! 

There cannot be a more striking evidence of the indelible force 


(Julius Ceesar said this), magnamque Asiz partem Amazonas tenuisse quon- 
dam.” 

In the splendid triumph of the emperor Aurelian at Rome after the defeat 
of Zenobia, a few Gothic women who had been taken in arms were exhibited 
among the prisoners; the official placard carried along with them announ: 
ced them as Amazons (Vopiscus Aurel. in Histor. August. Scrip. p. 260, ed 
Paris). 

} Arrian, Expedit. Alexand. vii. 13. 
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with which these ancient legends were worked into the national 
faith and feelings of the Greeks, than these remarks of a judi- 
cious historian upon the fable of the Amazons. Probably if any 
plausible mode of rationalizing it, and of transforming it into a 
quasi-political event, had been offered to Arrian, he would have 
been better pleased to adopt such a middle term, and would have 
rested comfortably in the supposition that he believed the legend 
in its true meaning, while his less inquiring countrymen were 
imposed upon by the exaggerations of poets. But as the story 
was presented to him plain and unvarnished, either for accept- 
ance or rejection, his feelings as a patriot and a religious man 
prevented him from applying to the past such tests of credibility 
as his untrammelled reason acknowledged to be paramount in 
regard to the present. When we see moreover how much his 
belief was strengthened, and all tendency to scepticism shut out by 
the familiarity of his eye and memory with sculptured or painted 
Amazons!—we may calculate the irresistible force of this sensi- 
ble demonstration on the convictions of the unlettered public, at 
once more deeply retentive of passive impressions, and unaccus- 
tomed to the countervailing habit of rational investigation into 
evidence. Had the march of an army of warlike women, from 
the Thermédén or the Tanais into the heart of Attica, been re- 
counted to Arrian as an incident belonging to the time of Alexan- 
der the Great, he would have rejected it no less emphatically than 
Strabo; but cast back as it was into an undefined past, it took 
rank among the hallowed traditions of divine or heroic antiquity, 
— gratifying to extol by rhetoric, but repulsive to scrutinize in 
argument.2 


' Ktésias described as real animals, existing in wild and distant regions, 
the heterogeneous and fantastic combinations which he saw sculptured in 
the East (see this stated and illustrated in Bahr, Preface to the Fragm. of 
Ktésias, pp. 58, 59). 

? Heyne observes (Apollodér. ii. 5,9) with respect to the fable of the Aina- 
zons, “In his historiarum fidem aut vestigia nemo quesiverit.”. Admitting 
the wisdom of this counsel (and I think it indisputable), why are we required 
to presume, in the absence of all proof, an historical basis for each of those 
other narratives, such as the Kalyd6nian boar-hunt, the Argonautic expei- 
tion, or the siege of Troy, which go to make up, along with the story of the 
Amazons, the aggregate matter of Grecian legendary faith? If the tale of 
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CHAPTER XII. 


KRETAN LEGENDS.--MINOS AND HIS FAMILY. 


do understand the adventures of Théseus in Kréte, it will be 
necessary to touch briefly upon Minds and the Krétan heroic 
genealogy. 

Minds and Rhadamanthus, according to Homer, are sons of 
Zeus, by Europé,! daughter of the widely-celebrated Phcenix, 


the Amazons could gain currency without any such support, why not other 
portions of the ancient epic ¢ 

An author of easy belief, Dr. F. Nagel, vindicates the historical reality 
of the Amazons (Geschichte der Amazonen, Stutgart, 1838). I subjoin 
here a different explanation of the Amazonian tale, proceeding from another 
author who rejects the historical basis, and contained in a work of learning 
and value ( Guhl, Ephesiaca, Berlin, 1848. p. 132) :— 

“Td tantum monendum videtur, Amazonas nequaquam historice accipien 
das esse, sed e contrario totas ad mythologiam pertinere. Earum enim 
fabulas quum ex frequentium hierodularum gregibus in cultibus et sacris 
Asiaticis ortas esse ingeniose ostenderit Tolken, jam inter omnes mythologice 
peritos constat, Amazonibus nihil fere nisi peregrini cujusdam cultis notio- 
nem expressum esse, ejusque cum Grzecorum religione certamen frequent- 
ibus istis pugnis designatum esse, quas cum Amazonibus tot Grecorum 
heroes habuisse credebantur, Hercules, Bellerophon, Theseus, Achilles, et 
vel ipse, quem Ephesi cultum fuisse supra ostendimus, Dionysus. Que 
Amazonum notio primaria, quum paulatim Euemeristicd (ut ita dicam) 
ratione ita transformaretur, ut Amazones pro vero feminarum populo habe- 
rentur, necesse quoque erat, ut omnibus fere locis, ubi ejusmodi religionum 
certamina locum habuerunt, Amazones habitasse, vel eo usque processisse, 
crederentur. Quod cum nusquam manifestius fuerit, quam in Asia minore, 
et potissimum in ed parte que Graciam versus vergit, haud mirandum est 
omnes fere ejus orse urbes ab Amazonibus conditas putari.” 

Ido not know the evidence upon which this conjectural interpretation 
“sts, but the statement of it, though it boasts so many supporters among 
aythological critics, carries no appearance of probability to my mind. Priam 
fights against the Amazons as well as the Grecian heroes. 

1 Europé was worshipped with very peculiar solemnity in the island of 
Kréte (see Dictys Cretensis, De Bello Trojano, i. c. 2). 

The venerable plane-tree, under which Zeus and Europé had reposed, was 
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born in Kréte. Minos is the father of Deukalién, whose son 
Idomeneus, in conjunction with Mérionés, conducts the Krétan 
troops to the host of Agamemnon before Troy. Minds is ruler 
of Knossus, and familiar companion of the great Zeus. He is 
spoken of as holding guardianship in Kréte — not necessarily 
meaning the whole of the island: he is farther decorated with a 
golden sceptre, and constituted judge over the dead in the under- 
world to settle their disputes, in which function Odysseus finds 
him—this however by a passage of comparatively late interpola- 
tion into the Odyssey. He also had a daughter named Ariadné, 
for whom the artist Daedalus fabricated in the town of Knossus 
the representation of a complicated dance, and who was ultimate- 
ly carried off by Théseus: she died in the island of Dia, de- 
serted by Théseus and betrayed by Dionysos to the fatal wrath 
of Artemis. Rhadamanthus seems to approach to Minds both 
in judicial functions and posthumous dignity. He is conveyed 
expressly to Kubo, by the semi-divine sea-carriers the Phza- 
cians, to inspect the gigantic corpse of the earth-born Tityus — 
the longest voyage they ever undertook. He is moreover after 
death promoted to an abode of undisturbed bliss in the Elysiar 
plain at the extremity of the earth.! 

According to poets later than Homer, Europé is brought over 
by Zeus from Pheenicia to Kréte, where she bears vo him three 
sons, Minds, Rhadamanthus and Sarpédon. The latter leaves 
Kréte and settles in Lykia, the population of which, as well as 
that of many other portions of Asia Minor, is connected by va- 


still shown, hard by a fountain at Goetyn in Kréte, in the time of Theophras- 
tus: it was said to be the only plane-tree in the neighborhood which never 
cast its leaves (Theophrast. Hist. Plant. i. 9). 

1 Homer, Iliad, xiii, 249, 450; xiv. 321. Odyss. xi. 322-568; xix. 179; 
iv. 564—vii. 321. 

The Homeric Minés in the under-world is not a judge of the previous 
lives of the dead, so as to determine whether they deserve reward or pun- 
ishment for their conduct on earth: such functions are not assigned to him 
earlier than the:time of Plato. He administers justice among the dead, who 
are conceived as a sort of society, requiring some presiding judge: Veuto- 
TevovrTa vexveoot, with regard to Minds, is said very much like (Odyss. xi 
484) viv 0 abre péya Kparéete vexdeoor with regard to Achilles. See this 
matter partially illustrated in Heyne’s Excursus xi. to the sixth book of the 
neid of Virgil. 
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rious mythical genealogies with Kréte, though the Sarpédon v1 
the Iliad has no connection with Kréte, and is not the son of 
Europé. Sarpédén having become king of Lykia, was favored 
by his father, Zeus, with permission to live for three generations.! 
At the same time the youthful Milétus, a favorite of Sarpéddén, 
quitted Kréte, and established the city which bore his name on 
the coast of Asia Minor. Rhadamanthus became sovereign of 
and lawgiver among the islands in the A¢gean: ue subsequently 
went to Bedtia, where he married the widowed Alkméno, 
mother of Héraklés. 

Europé finds in Kréte a king Asterius, who marries her and 
adopts her children by Zeus: this Astérius is the son of Krés, 
the eponym of the island, or (according to another genealogy by 
which it was attempted to be made out that Minds was of Dorian 
race) he was a son of the daughter of Krés by Tektamus, the 
son of Dorus, who had migrated into the island from Greece. 

Minos married Pasiphaé, daughter of the god Hélios and Per- 
seis, by whom he had Katreus, Deukalién, Glaukus, Androgeos, 
names marked in the legendary narrative, — together with seve- 
ral daughters, among whom were Ariadné and Phedra. He 
offended Poseidon by neglecting to fulfil a solemnly-made vow, 
and the displeased god afflicted his wife Pasiphaé with a mon- 
strous passion for a bull. The great artist Dedalus, son of Eu- 
palamus, a fugitive from Athens, became the confidant of this 
amour, from which sprang the Minotaur, a creature half man and 
half bull.2 This Minotaur was imprisoned by Minds in the laby- 
rinth, an inextricable inclosure constructed by Deedalus for that 
express purpose, by order of Minds. 

Minés acquired great nautical power, and expelled the Karian 
inhabitants from many of the islands of the Augean, which he 
placed under the government of his sons on the footing of tribu- 


* Apollodor. iii. 1,2. Kat ait@ didwor Zedo éxi tpeic yevetc Cav. This 
eircumstance is evidently imagined by the logographers to account for the 
appearance of Sarpéd6n in the Trojan war, fighting against Idomeneus, the 
grandson of Minds. Nisus is the eponymus of Nisa, the port of the town 
of Megara: his tomb was shown at Athens (Pausan. i. 19,5). Minds is the 
eponym of the island of Minoa (opposite the port of Nisza), where it was 
affirmed that the fleet of Minés was stationed (Pausan. i. 44, ah 

* Apollodér iii. 1. 2. 
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taries, He undertook several expeditions against various places 
on the coast—one against Nisos, the son of Pandidn, king of Me- 
gara, who had amongst the hair of his head one peculiar lock of 
a purple color: an oracle had pronounced that his life and reign 
would never be in danger so long as he preserved thiy precious 
lock. The city would have remained inexpugnable, if Scylla, 
the daughter of Nisus, had not conceived a violent passion for 
Minos. While her father was asleep, she cut off the lock on 
which his safety hung, so that the Krétan king soon became yic- 
torious. Instead of performing his promise to carry Scylla away 
with him to Kréte, he cast her from the stern of his vessel into 
the sea :! both Scylla and Nisus were changed into birds. 

Androgeos, son of Minds having displayed such rare qualities 
as to vanquish all his competitors at the Panathenaic festival in 
Athens, was sent by Aigeus the Athenian king to contend against 
the bull of Marathén,—an enterprise in which he perished, and 
Minés made war upon Athens to avenge his death. He was for 
a long time unable to take the city: at length he prayed to his 
father Zeus to aid him in obtaining redress from the Athenians, 
and Zeus sent upon them pestilence and famine. In vain did 
they endeavor to avert these calamities by offering up as pro- 
pitiatory sacrifices the four daughters of Hyacinthus. Their 
sufferings still continued, and the oracle directed them to submit 
to any terms which Minés might exact. He required that they 
should send to Kréte a tribute of seven youths and seven mai- 
dens, periodically, to be devoured by the Mindtaur,? — offered to 
him in a labyrinth constructed by Dedalus, including countless 
different passages, out of which no person could escape. 

Every ninth year this offering was to be despatched. The 
more common story was, that the youths and maidens thus des- 
tined to destruction were selected by lot—but the logographer 
Hellanikus said that Minés came to Athens and chose them him- 
self.3 The third period for despatching the victims had arrived, 


1 Apollodér. iii. 15, 8.. See the Ciris of Virgil, a juvenile poem on the 
subject of this fable; also Hyginus, f. 198; Schol. Eurip. Hippol. 1200 
Propertius (iii. 19, 21) gives the features of the story with tolerable fidel 
ity ; Ovid takes considerable liberties with it (Metam. viii. 5-150). 


® Apolledor. iii. 15, 8. 
3 See, on the subject of Théseus and the Mindtaur, Eckermann, Lehrbucp 
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and Athens was plunged in the deepest affliction, when Théseus 
determined to devote himself as one of them, and either to ter- 
minate the sanguinary tribute or to perish. He prayed to Posei- 
dén for help, and the Delphian god assured him that Aphrodité 
would sustain and extricate him. On arriving at Knossus he 
was fortunate enough to captivate the affections of Ariadné, the 
daughter of Minés, who supplied hin: with a sword and a clue of 
thread. With the former he contrived to kill the Minotaur, the 
latter served to guide his footsteps in escaping from the labyrinth. 
Having accomplished this triumph, he left Kréte with his ship 
and companions unhu:t, carrying off Ariandé, whom however he 
soon abandoned on the island of Naxos. On his way home to 
Athens, he stopped at Délos, where he offered a grateful sacrifice 
to Apollo for his escape, and danced along with the young men 
and maidens whom he had rescued fromthe Minotaur, a dance 
called the Geranus, imitated from the twists and convolutions of 
the Krétan labyrinth. It had been concerted with his father 
£geus, that if he succeeded in his enterprise against the Mind 
taur, he should on his return hoist white sails in his ship in place 
of the black canvas which she habitually carried when employed 
on this mournful embassy. But Théseus forgot to make the 
change of sails; so that /Egeus, seeing the ship return with her 
equipment of mourning unaltered, was impressed with the sorrow- 
ful conviction that his son had perished, and cast himself into the 
sea. The ship which made this voyage..was preserved by the 
Athenians with careful solicitude, being constantly repaired with 
new timbers, down to the time of the Phalerian Démétrius: every 
year she was sent from Athens to Délos with a solemn sacrifice 
and specially-nominated envoys. The priest of Apollo decked 
her stern with garlands before she quitted the port, and during 
the time which elapsed until her return, the city was understood 
to abstain from all acts carrying with them public impurity, so 
that it was unlawful to put to death any person even under for- 
mal sentence by the dikastery. This accidental circumstance 


dei Religions Geschichte und Mytholégie, vol. ii. ch. xiii. p. 183. He main- 
tains that the tribute of these human victims paid by Athens to Minds is an 
historical fact. Upon what this belief is grounded, I confess I do not 
see. 


THESEUS AND THE MINOTAUR. 293 


becomes especially memorable, from its having postponed for 
thirty days the death of the lamented Socratés.! 

The legend respecting Théseus, and his heroic rescue of the 
seven noble youths and maidens from the jaws of the Mindtaur, 
was thus both commemorated and certified to the Athenian public, 
by the annual holy ceremony and by the unquestioned identity 
of the vessel employed in it. There were indeed many varieties 
in the mode of narrating the incident; and some of the Attic 
logographers tried to rationalize the fable by transforming the 
Minotaur into a general or a powerful athlete, named Taurus, 
whom Théseus vanquished in Kréte.2, But this altered version 
never overbore the old fanciful character of the tale as maintain- 
ed by the poets. A great number of other religious ceremonies 
and customs, as well as several chapels or sacred enclosures in 
honor of different heroes, were connected with different acts and 
special ordinances of Théseus. To every Athénian who took 


Plato, Pheedon, c. 2, 3; Xenoph. Memor. iy. 8. 2. Plato especially notic- 
ed rodc¢ dig &xra éxeivovc, the seven youths and the seven maidens whom 
Théseus conveyed to Kréte and brought back safely : this number seems an 
old and constant feature in the legend, maintained by Sappho and Bacchy- 
lidés as well as by Euripidés (Herc. Fur. 1318). See Servius ad Virgil 
A@neid. vi. 21. 

2 For the general narrative and its discrepancies, see Plutarch, Thés 
c. 15-19; Diodér. iv. 60-62; Pausan. i. 17,3; Ovid, Epist. Ariadn. Thés 
104. In that other portion of the work of Dioddérus which relates more es: 
pecially to Kréte, and is borrowed from Kretan logographers and historians 
(v. 64-80), he mentions nothing at all respecting the war of Minds with 
Athens. . 

In the drama of Euripidés called Théseus, the genuine story of the youths 
and maidens about to be offered as food to the Mindtaur was introduced 
(Schol. ad Aristoph. Vesp. 312). 

Ariadné figures in the Odyssey along with Théseus: she is the daughter of 
Minds, carried off by Théseus from Kréte, and killed by Artemis in the way 
home: there is no allusion to Minotaur, or tribute, or self-devotion of Thé- 
seus (Odyss. xi. 324). This is probably the oldest and simplest form of the 
legend —one of the many amorous (compare Theognis, 1232) adventures 
of Théseus : the rest is added by post-Homeric poets. 

The respect of Aristotle for Minds induces him to adopt the hypothesis 
that the Athenian youths and maidens were not put to death in Kréte, but 
grew old in servitude (Aristot. Fragm. Borriaiwy todireéa, p. 106. ed 
Neumann. of the Fragments of the treatise Iep? HodcrecOv, Plutarch, Quass? 


Grec. p. 298). 
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part in the festivals of the Oschophoria, the Pyanepsia, or the 
Kybernésia, the name of this great hero was familiar, and the 
motives for offering to him solemn worship at his own special 
festival of the Théseia, became evident and impressive. 

The same Athenian legends which ennobled and decorated the 
character of Théseus, painted in repulsive colors the uttributes 
of Min6és; and the traits of the old Homeric comrade of Zeus 
were buried under those of the conqueror and oppressor of 
Athens. His history like that of the other legendary personages 
of Greece, consists almost entirely of a string of family romances 
and tragedies. Hisson Katreus, father of Aéropé, wife of Atreus, 
was apprized by an oracle that he would perish by the hand of 
one of his own children: he accordingly sent them out of the 
island, and Althemenés, his son, established himself in Rhodes. 
Katreus having become old, and fancying that he had outlived 
the warning of the oracle, went over to Rhodes to see Althe- 
menés. In an accidental dispute which arose between his atten- 
dants and the islanders, Althemenés inadvertently took part and 
slew his father without knowing him. Glaukus, the youngest 
son of Minds, pursuing a mouse, fell into ‘a reservoir of honey and 
was drowned. No one knew what had become of him,and his 
father was inconsolable; at length the Argeian Polyeidus, a 
prophet wonderfully endowed by the gods, both discovered the 
boy and restored him to life, to the exceeding joy of Minds.! 

The latter at last found his death in an eager attempt to over- 
take and punish Dedalus. This great artist, the eponymous 
hero of the Attic gens or déme called the Deedalide, and the 
descendant of Erechtheus through Métion, had been tried at the 
tribunal of Areiopagus and banished for killing his nephew 
Talos, whose rapidly improving skill excited his envy.2. He took 
refuge in Kréte, where he acquired the confidence of Minds, and 
was employed (as has been already mentioned) in constructing 
the labyrinth; subsequently however he fell under the displeasure 
of Minds, and was confined as a close prisoner in the inextricable 
windings of his own edifice. His unrivalled skill and rescuree 
however did not forsake him. He manufactured wings both for 


Ay oiedee ili. cap. 2-3, 
* Pherekyd. Fragm. 105; Hellanik. Fragm. 82 yee? Pausan. vii. 4,5 
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himself and for his son Ikarus, with which they flew over the 
sea: the father arrived safely in Sicily at Kamikus, the residence 
of the Sikanian king Kokalus, but the son, disdaining paternal 
example and admonition, flew so high that his wings were melted 
by the sun and he fell into the sea, which from him was called 
the Ikarian sea.! 

Dedalus remained for some time in Sicily, leaving in various 
parts of the island many prodigious evidences of mechanical and 
architectural skill.2 At length Minds bent upon regaining posses- 
sion of his person, undertook an expedition against Kokalus with 
a numerous fleet and army. Kokalus affecting readiness to de- 
liver up the fugitive, and receiving Minés with apparent friend- 
ship, ordered a bath to be prepared for him by his three daugh 
ters, who, eager to protect Dedalus at any price, drowned the 
Krétan king in the bath with hot water.3. Many of the Krétans 
who had accompanied him remained in Sicily and founded the 
town of Minoa, which they denominated after him. But not long 
afterwards Zeus roused all the inhabitants of Kréte (except the 
towns of Polichna and Presus) to undertake with one accord an 
expedition against Kamikus for the purpose of avenging the 
death of Minds. They besieged Kamikus in vain for five years, 
until at last famine compelled them to return. On their way 
along the coast of Italy, in the Gulf of Tarentum, a terrible 
storm destroyed their fleet and obliged them to settle perma- 
nently in the country: they founded Hyria with other cities, and 
became Messapian Iapygians. Other settlers, for the most part 
Greeks, immigrated into Kréte to the spots which this movement 


1 Diodér. iv. 79; Ovid, Metamorph. viii. 181. Both Ephorus and Philis- 
tus mentioned the coming of Dedalus to Kokalus in Sicily (Ephor. Fr. 99; 
Philist. Fragm. 1, Didot): probably Antiochus noticed it also (Diodor. xii. 
71). Kokalus was the point of commencement for the Sicilian historians. 

2 Diodor. iv. 80. 

3 Pausan. vii. 4,5; Schol. Pindar. Nem. iv. 95; Hygin. fab. 44; Conon 
Narr. 25; Ovid. Ibis, 291. — 


“Vel tua maturet, sicut Minoia fata, 
Per caput infuse fervidus humor aque.” 


This story formed the subject of a lost drama of Sophoklés, Kayixcou on 
Mivoc; it was also told by Kallimachus, év Alriocc, as well as by Philnase 
vhanus (Schol. Iliad, ii. 145). 

TOL. I. 10* 150¢ 
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had left vacant, and in the second generation after Minds occur: 
red the Trojan war. The departed Minds was exceedingly of: 
fended with the Krétans for cooperating in avenging the injury 
to Menelaus, since the Greeks generally had lent no aid to the 
Krétans in their expedition against the town of Kamikus. He 
sent upon Kréte, after the return of Idomeneus from Troy, such 
terrible visitations of famine and pestilence, that the population 
again died out or expatriated, and was again renovated by fresh 
immigrations. The intolerable suffering! thus brought upon the 
Krétans by the anger of Minés, for having cooperated in the 
general Grecian aid to Menelaus, was urged by them to the 
Greeks as the reason why they could take no part in resisting 
the invasion of Xerxés; and it is even pretended that they were 
advised and encouraged to adopt this ground of excuse by the 
Delphian oracle.? 

Such is the Minds of the poets and logographers, with his 
legendary and romantic attributes: the familiar comrade of the 
great Zeus, — the judge among the dead in Hadés,— the husband 
of Pasiphaé, daughter of the god Hélios,— the father of the god- 
dess Ariadné, as well as of Androgeos, who perishes and is \wor- 
shipped at Athens,? and of the boy Glaukus, who is miraculously 
restored to life by a prophet,—the person beloved by Scylla, and 
the amorous pursuer of the nymph or goddess Britomartis,4— 


——— 


' This curious and very characteristic narrative is given by Herodot. vii 
169-171. 

? Heredot. vii. 169. The answer ascribed to the Delphian oracle, on the 
question being put by the Krétan envoys whetherit would be better for thena 
to aid the Greeks against Xerxés or not, is higily emphatic and poetical : 
"2 vnriot, exycéupecte boa buiv ék Tov Mevedéw Tyswpnuctov Mivwe éExeppe 
ujviov dakpiparta, bt. of wév ob Suveterppgavto ait@ tov év Kayikw Savatov 
yevouevov, tyeic O& Keivotot THY ex Sraptnc dpTaybeicav wx avdpoc Bapfa- 
pov yuvaika. 

If such an answer was ever returned at sil, 1 cannot but think that it 
must have been from some oracle in Kréte itself, not from Delphi. The 
Delphian oracle could never have so far forgotten its obligations to the 
general cause of Greece, at that critical moment, which involved morcoves 
the safety of all its own treasures, as to deter the Krétans from giving assist- 
ance. 

3 Hesiod, Theogon. 949; Pausan. i. 1, 4. 

4 Kallimach. Hymn. ad Dian. 189, Strabo (x. p. 476) dwells also upon 
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the proprietor of the Labyrinth and of the Minétaur, and the 
exacter of a periodical tribute of youths and maidens from Athens 
as food for this monster, — lastly, the follower of the fugitive 
artist Dedalus to Kamikus, and the victim of the three ill-dis 
posed daughters of Kokalus m a bath. With this strongly- 
marked portrait, the Minos of Thucydidés and Aristotle has 
searcely anything in common except the name. He is the first 
to acquire Thalassokraty, or command of the Augean sea: he ex- 
pels the Karian inhabitants from the Cyclades islands, and sends 
thither fresh colonists under his own sons ; he puts down piracy, 
in order that he may receive his tribute regularly ; lastly, he at- 
tempts to conquer Sicily, but fails in the enterprise and perishes.! 
Here we have conjectures, derived from the analogy of the 
Athenian maritime empire in the historical times, substituted in 
place of the fabulous incidents, and attached to the name of 
~ Minos. 

In the fable, a tribute of seven youths and seven maidens is 
paid to him periodically by the Athenians; in the historicized 
narrative this character of a tribute-collector is preserved, but 
the tribute is money collected from dependent islands ;2 and Aris- 


the strange contradiction of the legends concerning Minds: I agree with 
Hoeckh (Kreta, ii. p. 93) that daouodoyog in this passage refers to the tribute 
exacted from Athens for the Minotaur. 

1 Thuyed.i.4. Mivwc yap, wadairatoc Ov akog touev, vavtiKdv éxthoaro, 
Kal THE viv ‘EAAnvikng Sadrdoons emi mAeiorov éxpatgoe, kai Tov KukAddwv 
vnowr npsé te Kai olkothg abtoc THY TAEioTwY éyévEeTo, Kapag éeAdoac Kal 
tode éavtod maidag hyewovacg éyKatacTyoac: T6 TE AyoTLKdV, WE eiKdC, KaSH- 
pet ék Tig Fadaoone, é¢’ doov ndvvato, Tod Ta Tpocddv¢e paAAov iévar abTo. 
See also c. 8. 

Avistot. Polit. ii. 7,2, Aoket & 4 vioog Kai mpd¢ THY apynv THv ‘EAAnvixny 
mepukévac kai KeloVal KaAOG........+ 010 kai THY THe Vakdoonce apyhy KaTe- 
oxev 0 Mivuc, Kai Tac vyoovg Tac wiv EyetpwoaTo, Tac J? @kKicE* TéAOC dO’ ext 
Véewevocg TH LiKedia Tov Biov éreAebTyoev éxei wept Kapexov. 

Ephorus (ap. Skymn. Chi. 542) repeated the same statement: he men 
tioned also the autochthonous king Krés. 

* Jt is curious that Herodotus expressly denies this, and in language which 
shows that he had made special inquiries about it: he says that the Karians 
or Leleges in the islands (who were, according to Thucydidés, expelled by 
Minds) paid no tribute to Minds, but manned his navy, 2. e. they stood to 
Minds much in the same relation as Chios and Lesbos stood to Athens 
\Herodot. i. 171). Ons may trace here the influence of those discussions 
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totle points out to us how conveniently Kréte is situated to ex- 
ercise empire over the Aigean. The expedition against Kami 
kus, instead of being directed to the recovery of the fugitive 
Deedalus, is an attempt on the part of the great thalassokrat to 
conquer Sicily. Herodotus gives us generally the same view of 
the character of Minos as a great maritime king, but his notice 
of the expedition against Kamicus includes the mention of De- 
dalus as the intended object of it.! Ephorus, while he described 
Minés as a commanding and comprehensive lawgiver imposing 
his commands under the sanction of Zeus, represented him as 
the imitator of an earlier lawgiver named Rhadamanthus, and 
also as an immigrant into Kréte from the Xolic Mount Ida, along 
with the priests or sacred companions of Zeus called the Idei 
Dactyli. Aristotle too points him out as the author of the Sys- 
sitia, or public meals common in Kréte as well as at Sparta,— 
other divergences in a new direction from the spirit of the old 
fables.? 

The contradictory attributes ascribed to Minos, together with 
the perplexities experienced by those who wished to introduce a 
regular chronological arrangement into these legendary events, 
has led both in ancient and in modern times to the supposition of 
two kings named Min6s, one the grandson of the other, — Minds 
I., the son of Zeus, lawgiver and judge, — Minds IL., the thalas- 
sokrat, — a gratuitous conjecture, which, without solving the prob- 
lem required, only adds one to the numerous artifices employed 
for imparting the semblance of history to the disparate matter of 
legend. The Krétans were at all times, from Homer downward, 
expert and practised seamen. But that they were ever united 


which must have been prevalent at that time respecting the maritime empire 
of Athens. 

' Herodot. vii. 170. Aéyetar yap Mivo xara Grow Aaldédov amixépevov 
bc Pixavinv, tiv viv LiKarinv Kadhovpévyv, aroSaveiv Biaiy Vavard. "Avda 
6& ypovoy Kpjrac, Seod 6? éxorp tvovtos, ete. 

® Aristot. Polit. ii. 7,1; vii. 9,2. Ephorus, Fragm. 63, 64, 65. He set 
aside altogether the Homeric genealogy of Minés, which makes him brother 
of Ihadamanthus and born in Kréte. 

Strabo, in pointing out the many contradictions respecting Minds, re 
marks, "Kory dé kai dhAoc Adyoc oby duodoyotpevoc, Tov pév Lévov Tie vACOW 
Tov Miva Aeyovrur, tov dé ériydpiov. By the former he doubtless means 
Ephorus though he has not here specified him (x. p. 477). 
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under one governinent, or ever exercised maritime dominion in 
the Aigeean is a fact which we are neither able to affirm nor to 
deny. The Odyssey, in so far as it justifies any inference at all, 
points against such a supposition, since it recognizes a great di- 
versity both of inhabitants and of languages in the island, and 
designates Minds as king specially of Knéssus: it refutes still 
more positively the idea that Mtnés put down piracy, which the 
Homeric Krétans as well as others continue to practise without 
seruple. 

Herodotus, though he in some places speaks of Minés as a per- 
son historically cognizable, yet in one passage severs him point- 
edly from the generation of man. The Samian despot “ Poly- 
kratés (he tells us) was the first person who aspired to nautical 
dominion, excepting Minds of Knéssus, and others before him 
(if any such there ever were) who may have ruled the sea; but 
Polykratés is the first of that which is called the generation of 
man who aspired with much chance of success to govern Idénia 
and the islands of the Aigean.”! Here we find it manifestly in- 
timated that Minds did not belong to the generation of man, and 
the tale given by the historian respecting the tremendous calam- 
ities which the wrath of the departed Minés inflicted on Kréte 
confirms the impression. The king of Knéssus is a god ora 
hero, but not a man; he belongs to legend, not to history. He 
is the son as well as the familiar companion of Zeus ; he mar- 
ries the daughter of Hélios, and Ariadné is numbered among his 
offspring. To this superhuman person are ascribed the oldest 
and most revered institutions of the island, religious and politi- 
cal, together with a period of supposed ante-historical dominion. 
That there is much of Krétan religious ideas and practice em- 
bodied in the fables concerning Minds can hardly be doubted: 
nor is it improbable that the tale of the youths and maidens sent 


1 Herodot. iii. 122. TloAvxparne yao soti mpOrog Tov Hueic iWWuev EAAR- 
vov, 6¢ Sadacookpatéey erevorndy, Tapes Mivwde te rod Kywoaiov, kai €. Of 
tu GAAOG TpdTEpog TobTOV Tpke Tic Yadatrno’ THE J& av¥panning 
Aeyopévne yevéenc Modvxparne botl rpotog EAmidac ToAAde éyor "le vin¢ 
ve kal vpowy apsecr. 

The expression exactly corresponds to that of Pausan’as, ix. 5, 1, ém? raw 
kadovuévwr ‘Hpoor, for the age preceding the avdpurnir yevén ; also viii. & 
1, é¢ 7a dvarépw Tod dvdpdruv yévove. 
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from Athens may be based in some expiatory offerings ret 
dered to a Krétan divinity. The orgiastic worship of Zeus, sol 
emnized by the armed priests with impassioned motions and vio- 
lent excitement, was of ancient date in that island, as well as the 
connection with the worship of Apollo both at Delphi and at 
Délos. To analyze the fables and to elicit from them any trust- 
worthy particular facts, appears to me a fruitless attempt. The 
religious recollections, the romantic invention, and the items of 
matter of fact, if any such there be, must forever remain indis- 
solubly amalgamated as the poet originally blended them, for the 
amusement or edification of his auditors. Hoeckh, in his in- 
structive and learned collection of facts respecting ancient Kréte, 
construes the mythical genealogy of Minds to denote a combina, 
tion of the orgiastic worship of Zeus, indigenous among the 
Eteokrétes, with the worship of the moon imported from Phe- 
nicia, and signified by the names Europé, Pasiphaé, and Ariad- 
né.! This is specious as a conjecture, but I do not venture to 
speak of it in terms of greater confidence. 

From the connection of religious worship and legendary tales 
between Kréte and various parts of Asia Minor, —the Tréad, 
the coast of Milétus and Lykia, especially between Mount Ida 
in Kréte and Mount Ida in AX6lis, — it seems reasonable to infer 
an ethnographical kindred or relationship between the inhabitants 
anterior to the period of Hellenic occupation. The tales of Kré- 
tan settlement at Minoa and Engyion on the south-western coast 
of Sicily, and in Iapygia on the Gulf of Tarentum, conduct us 
to asimilar presumption, though the want of evidence forbids our 
tracing it farther. In the time of Herodotus, the Eteokrétes, or 
aboriginal inhabitants of the island, were confined to Polichna 
and Prezsus ; but in earlier times, prior to the encroachments of 
the Hellénes, they had occupied the larger portion, if not the 
whole of the island. Minds was originally their hero, subse- 
quently adopted by the immigrant Hellénes, — at least Herodotus 
considers him as barbarian, not Hellenic.2 


* Hoeckh, Kreta, vol. ii. pp. 56-67. K.O. Miiller also (Dorier. ii. 2, 14) 
outs a religious interpretation upon these Kreto-Attic legends, brt he ex: 
plains them in a manner totally different from Hoeckh. 

? Herodot. i, 173 
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CHAPTER XTIT. 


ARGONAUTIC EXPEDITION. 


Tue ship Argéd was the theme of many songs during the old: 
est periods of the Grecian epic, even earlier than the Odyssey. 
The king AXétés, from whom she is departing, the hero Jasén, 
who commands her, and the goddess Héré, who watches over 
him, enabling the Argé to traverse distances and to escape dan- 
gers which no ship had ever before encountered, are all circum- 
stances briefly glanced at by Odysseus in his narrative to Alki- 
nous. Moreover, Eunéus, the son of Jasén and Hypsipylé, 
governs Lemnos during the siege of Troy by Agamemnon, and 
earries on a friendly traffic with the Grecian camp, purchasing 
from them their Trojan prisoners.1 

The legend of Halus in Achaia Phthidtis, respecting the re- 
ligious solemnities connected with the family of Athamas and 
Phryxus (related in a previous chapter), is also interwoven with 
the voyage of the Argonauts ; and both the legend and the solemni- 
ties seem evidently of great antiquity. We know further, that the 
adventures of the Argé were narrated not only by Hesiod and in 
the Hesiodie poems, but also by Eumélus and the author of the 
' Naupactian verses—by the latter seemingly at considerable 
length.2 But these poems are unfortunately lost, nor have we 


1 Odyss. xii. 69.— 
Olin 07 Keivn ye TapémAet TovTdmopos vijuC, 
*Apy® Tacipédovoa, map’ Aintao mAgovoa 
Kai vi xe trav bb bka Barer weyadrag moti wéTpag, 
"AA "Hpn rapérenuper, Ercet piAog rev 'Inowv. 


See also Iliad, vii. 470. 

2See Hesiod, Fragm. Catalog. Fr. 6. p. 33, Diintz., Koia, Frag. 36. 1 
89; Frag. 72. p. 47. Compare Schol. ad Apollon. Rhod.i. 45; ii. 178-% 
$125; iv. 254-284. Other poetical sources — 

The old epic poem Zgimius, Frag. 5. p, 57, Diinta. 
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any means of deter.:ining what the original story was; for the 
narrative, as we have it, borrowed from later sources, is enlarged 
by local tales from the subsequent Greek ey zikus, 
Herakléia, Sinopé, and others. 

Jas6n, commanded by Pelias to depart in quest of the golden 
fleece belonging to the speaking ram which had carried away 
Phryxus and Hellé, was encouraged by the oracle to invite the 
noblest youth of Greece to his aid, and fifty of the most distin 
guished amongst theni obeyed the call. Héraklés, Théseus, 
Telamon and Péleus, Kastor and Pollux, Idas and Lynkeus — 
Zétés and Kalais, the winged sons of Boreas — Meleager, Am- 
phiaraus, Képheus, Laertés, Autolykus, Mencetius, Aktor, Ergi- 
nus, Euphémus, Ankeus, Poeas, Periklymenus, Augeas, Eurytus, 
Admétus, Akastus, Keeneus, Euryalus, Péneleds and Léitus, 
Askalaphus and Ialmenus, were among them. Argus the son 
of Phryxus, directed by the promptings of Athéné, built the ship, 
inserting in the prow a piece of timber from the celebrated oak 
of Dodona, which was endued with the faculty of speech :! Ti- 
phys was the steersman, Idmén the son of Apollo and Mopsus 


Kinethon in the Herakléia touched upon the death of Hylas near Kius in 
Mysia (Schol. Apollon. Rhod. i. 1357). 

The epic poem Naupactia, Frag. 1 to 6, Diintz. p. 61. 

Eumélus, Frag. 2, 3, 5, p. 65, Diintz. 

Epimenidés, the Krétan prophet and poet, composed a poem in 6500 Ines, 
*Apyov¢ vaumnyiav Te, Kai "laoovog sic KéAxovug axordovy (Diogen. Laér. i. 
10, 5), which is noticed more than once in the Scholia on Apollénius, on 
subjects connected with the poem (ii. 1125; iii. 42). See Mimnerm. Frag.. 
10, Schneidewin, p. 15. 

Antimachus, in his poem Lydé, touched upon the Argonautic expedition, 
and has been partially copied by Apollénius Rhod. (Schol. Ap. Rh. i. 1290. 
ii. 296: iii. 410; iv. 1153). 

The logographers Pherekydés and Hekatseus seem to have related the ex- 
pedition at considerable length. 

The Bibliothek der alten Literatur und Kunst (Géttingen, 1786, Qlis 
Stiick, p. 61) contains an instructive Dissertation by Groddeck, Ueber die 
Argonautika, a summary of the various authorities respecting this expedi- 
tion. 

' Apollon. Rhod. i. 525; iv. 580. Apollodér. i.9,16. Valerius Flaccue 
(i. 300) softens down the speech of the ship Argé into a dream of Jasén 
Alexander Polyhistor explained what wood was used (Plin. H. N. xii 
22), 
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accompanied them as prophets, while Orpheus came to amuse 
their weariness and reconcile tleir quarrels with his harp.! 
First they touched at the island of Lémnos, in which at that 
time there were no men; for the women, infuriated by jealousy 
and ill-treatment, had put to death their fathers, husbands and 
brothers. The Argonauts, after some difficulty, were received with 
friendship, and even admitted into the greatest intimacy. They 
staid some months, and the subsequent population of the island was 


' Apollonius Rhodius, Apollodérus, Valerius Flaccus, the Orphic Argonau- 
tica, and Hyginus, have all given Catalogues of the Argonautic heroes (there 
was one also in the lost tragedy called Ajuviac of Sophoklés, see Welcker 
Gr. Trag. 327): the dic. .--.cies among them are numerous and_irreconcil 
able. Burmann, in the Catalogus Argonautarum, prefixed to his edition of 
Valerius Flaccus, has discussed em copiously. I transcribe one or two of 
the remarks of this conscientious and laborious critic, out of many of a simi- 
lar tenor, on the impracticability of a fabulous chronology. Immediately 
before the first article, Acastus —“ Neque enim in etatibus Argonautarum 
ullam rationem temporum constare, neque in stirpe et stemmate deducenda 
ordinem ipsum naturse congruere videbam. Nam et huic militia adscribi 
videbam Heroas, qui per nature leges et ordinem fati eo usque vitam ex- 
trahere non potuére, ut aliis ab hac expeditione remotis Heroum militiis no- 
mina dedisse narrari deberent a Poetis et Mythologis. In idem etiam tempus 
avos et Nepotes conjici, consanguineos xtate longe inferiores prioribus ut 
gquales adiungi, concoquere vix posse videtur.” — Art. Anceeus : “Scio objici 
posse, si seriem i!lam majorem respiciamus, hune Ancseum simul cum proa 
vo suo Talao in eandem profectum fuisse expeditionem. Sed similia exem- 
pla in aliis occurrent, et in fabulis rationem temporum non semper accura- 
tam licet deducere.”— Art. Jasén: “Herculi enim jam provecta extate ad 
hesit Theseus juvenis, et in Amazonia expeditione socius fuit, interfuit huic. 
expeditioni, venatui apri Calydonii, et rapuit Helenam, que circa Trojanum 
bellum maxime floruit: qua omnia si Theseus tot temporum intervallis 
distincta egit, secula duo vel tria vixisse debuit. Certe Jason Hypsipylem 
neptem Ariadnes, nec videre, nec Lemni cognoscere potuit.” — Art. Melea- 
Gers Unum est quod alicui longum ordinem majorum recensenti scrupu- 
lum moyere possit: nimis longum intervallum inter olum et Meleagrum 
intercedere, ut potuerit interfuisse huic expeditioni: cum nonus fere numer- 
etur ab Aolo, et plurimi ut Jason, Argus, et alii tertid tantum ab ole 
g2neratione distent. Sed ssepe jam notavimus, frustra temporum concor 
am in fabulis queeri.” 

Read also the articles Castdr and Pollux, Nestér Péleus, Staphylus, ete. 

We may stand excused for keeping clear of a chronology which is fertile 
only in difficulties, and ends in nothing but ill-sions. 
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the fruit of their visit. Hypsipylé, the queen of the island, sore 
to JasOn two sons.! 

They then proceeded onward along the coast of Thrace, up the 
Hellespont, to the southern coast of the Propontis, inhabited by 
the Doliones and their king Kyzikus. Here they were kindly 
entertained, but after their departure were driven back to the 
same spot by a storm; and as they landed in the dark, the inhabi- 
tants did not know them. A battle took place, in which the 
chief, Kyzikus, was killed by Jasin; whereby much grief was 
occasioned as soon as the real facts became known. After Kyzi- 
kus had been interred with every demonstration of mourning and 
solemnity, the Argonauts proceeded along the coast of Mysia.? 
In this part of the voyage they left Héraklés behind. For Hylas, 
his favorite youthful companion, had been stolen away by the 
nymphs of a fountain, and Héraklés, wandering about in search 
of him, neglected to return. At last he sorrowfully retired, ex- 
acting hostages from the inhabitants of the neighboring town of 
Kius that they, would persist in the search.? 


1 Apollodér. i. 9, 17; Apollén. Rhod. i, 609-915 ; Herodot. iv. 145. Theocri- 
tus (Idyll. xiii. 29) omits all mention of Lémnos, and represents the Argd 
as arriving on the third day from Iélkos at the Hellespont. Diodérus (iv 
1) also leaves out Lémnos. 

2 Apollon. Rhod. 940-1020; Apollodér. i. 9, 18 

3 Apollodér. i. 9,19. This was the religious legend, explanatory of a cere 
mony performed for many centuries by the people of Prusa: they ran round 
-he lake Askanias shouting and clamoring for Hylas — ut littus Hyla, Hyla 
apounkSr Oey we (Wai Weailled a ye)E Bee ee Dawe e “in cujus memoriam adhue 
solemni cursatione lacum populus circuit et Hylam voce clamat.” Solinus, 
e. 42. 

There is endless discrepancy as to the concern of Héraklés with the 
Argonautic expedition. A story is alluded to in Aristotle (Politic. iii. 9) 
that the ship Argo herself refused to take him on board, because he was so 
much superior in stature and power to all the other heroes — 0?) yap &9éAew 
abrov dyely THY ApyYO WeTa TOV GALwY, O¢ brepBGAAovTa TOAD TOV TAWTHPwY. 
This was the story of Pherekydés (Fr. 67, Didot) as well as cf Antimachns 
(Schol. Apoll. Rhod. i, 1290): itis probably a very ancient portion of the 
legend, inasmuch as it ascribes to the ship sentient powers, in consonance 
vith her other miraculous properties. The etymology of Aphets in Thes 
saly was connected with the tale of Héraklés having there been put on shore 
from the Argé (Herodot. vii. 193): Ephorus said that he staid away volun- 
tarily from fondness for Omphalé (Frag. 9, Didot). The old epic poet 
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They next stopped in the country of the Bebrykians, where 
she boxing contest took place between the king Amykus and the 
Argonaut Pollux:! they then proceeded onward to Bithynia, 
the residence of the blind prophet Phineus. His blindness had 
been inflicted by Poseidén as a punishment for having communi- 
cated to Phryxus the way to Kolchis. The choice had been al- 
lowed to him between death and blindness, and he had preferred 
the latter.2 He was also tormented by the harpies, winged mon- 
sters who came down from the clouds whenever his table was 
set, snatched the food from his lips and imparted to it a foul 
and unapproachable odor. In the midst of this misery, he hail- 
ed the Argonauts as his deliverers—his prophetic powers having 
enabled him to foresee their coming. The meal being prepared 
for him, the harpies approached as usual, but Zétés and Kalais, 
the winged sons of Boreas, drove them away and pursued them. 
They put forth all their speed, and prayed to Zeus to be enabled 
to overtake the monsters; when Hermés appeared and directed 
them to desist, the harpies being forbidden further to molest 
Phineus,? and retiring again to their native cavern in Kréte.4 

Phineus, grateful for the relief afforded to him by the Argo- 
nauts, forewarned them of the dangers of their voyage and of the 
precautions necessary for their safety ; and through his suggestions 
they were enabled to pass through the terrific rocks called Sym- 
plégades. These were two rocks which alternately opened and 


Kinethon said that Héraklés had placed the Kian hostages at Trachin, and 
that the Kians ever afterwards maintained a respectful correspondence with 
that place (Schol. Ap. Rh.i. 1357). This is the explanatory legend con- 
nected with some existing custom, which we are unable further to unravel. 

1 See above, chap. viii. p. 169. : 

2 Such was the old narrative of the Hesiodic Catalogue and Eoiai. See 
Schol. Apollén. Rhod. ii. 181-296. 

3 This again was the old Hesiodic story (Schol. Apoll. Rhod, ii. 296), — 

"Ev®’ ofy’ evycodov Alvyiw bypuuedovte. 

Apollodérus (i. 9, 21), Apollonius (178-300), and Valerius Flace. \iv. 428- 
530) agree in most of the circumstances. 

4 Such was the fate of the harpies as given in the old Naupaktian Verses 
(See Fragm. Ep. Gree. Diintzer, Naupakt. Fr. 2. p. 61). 

The adventure of the Argonauts with Phineus is given by Diod6rus in a 
manner totally different (Diod6r. iv. 44): he seems to follow Dionysius of 
Mityléné (see Schol. Apolién. Rhod., ii. 207). 
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shut, with a swift and violent collision, so that it was difficult ever 
for a bird to fly through during the short interval. When the 
Argé arrived at the dangerous spot, Euphémus let loose a dove, 
which flew through and just escaped with the loss of a few feath- 
ers of her tail. This was a signal to the Argonauts, according 
to the prediction of Phineus, that they might attempt the pas 
sage with confidence. Accordingly they rowed with all then 
might, and passed safely through: the closing rocks, held for 
a moment asunder by the powerful arms of Athéné, just crushed 
the ornament; at the stern of their vessel. It had been decreed 
by the gods, that so soon as any ship once got through, the pas- 
sage should forever afterwards be safe and easy to all. The rocks 
became fixed in their separate places, and never again closed.! 

After again halting on the coast of the Maryandinians, where 
their steersman Tiphys died, as well as in the country of the 
Amazons, and after picking up the sons of Phryxus, who had 
been cast away by Poseidén in their attempt to return from Kol- 
chis to Greece, they arrived in safety at the river Phasis and the 
residence of Alétes. In passing by Mount Caucasus, they saw 
the eagle which gnawed the liver of Prométheus nailed to the 
rock, and heard the groans of the sufferer himself. The sons of 
Phryxus were cordially welcomed by their mother Chalciopé.* 
Application was made to Alétés, that he would grant to the Ar- 
gonauts, heroes of divine parentage and sent forth by the man- 
date of the gods, possession of the golden fleece: their aid in 
return was proffered to him against any or all of his enemies. 
But the king was wroth, and peremptorily refused, except upon 
conditions which seemed impracticable. Héphestos had given 
him two ferocious and untamable bulls, with brazen feet, which 
breathed fire from their nostrils: Jasén was invited, as a proof 
both of his illustrious descent and of the sanction of the gods to 
his voyage, to harness these animals to the yoke, so as to plough 
a large field and sow it with dragon’s teeth. Perilous as the 
condition was, each one of the heroes volunteered to make the 


1 Apollodor. i. 9,22 Apollén. Rhod. ii. 310-615. 
? Apollodér. i. 9, 23. Apollén. Rhod. ii. 850-1257. 
3 Apollén. Rhod. iii. 320-385. 

* Apollon, Rhod. iii. 410. Apollodér. i. 9. 2% 
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attempt. Idmén especially encouraged Jasin to undertake it.! 
and the goddesses Héré and Aphrodité made straight the way 
for him2 Médea, the daughter of Aétés and Eidyia, having 
seen the youthful hero in his interview with her father, had con- 
ceived towards him a passion which disposed her to employ every 
means for his salvation and success. She had received from 
Hekaté preéminent magical powers, and she prepared for Jason 
the powerful Prometheian unguent, extracted froman herb which 
had grown where the blood of Prométheus dropped. The body 
of Jason having been thus pre-medicated, became invulnerable3 
either by fire or by warlike weapons. He undertook the enter- 
prise, yoked the bulls without suffering injury, and ploughed the 
field: when he had sown the dragon’s teeth, armed men sprung 
out of the furrows. But he had been forewarned by Médea to 
cast a vast rock into the midst of them, upon which they began 
to fight with each other, so that he was easily enabled to subdue 
them all.4 

The task prescribed had thus been triumphantly performed. 
Yet Asétés not only refused to hand over the golden fleece, but 
even took measures for secretly destroying the Argonauts and 
burning their vessel. He designed to murder them during the 
night after a festal banquet; but Aphrodité, watchful for the 
safety of Jasén,> inspired the Kolchian king at the critical mo- 
ment with an irresistible inclination for his nuptial bed. While 
he slept, the wise Idmén counselled the Argonauts to make their 
escape, and Médea agreed to accompany them. She lulled to 
sleep by a magic potion the dragon who guarded the golden fleece, 


1 This was the story of the Naupaktian Verses (Schol. Apollén. Rhod. 
iii. 515-525): Apollénius and others altered it. Idmén, according to them, 
died in the voyage before the arrival at Kolchis. 

2 Apollén. Rhod. iii. 50-200. Valer. Flacc. vi. 440-480. Hygin. fab. 22 

3 Apollén. Rhod. iii. 835. Apollodér. i. 9, 23. Valer. Flacc. vii. 356 
Ovid, Epist. xii. 15. 

“ Isset anhelatos non preemedicatus in ignes 
Immemor Asonides, oraque adunca boum.” 

4 Apollén. Rhod. iti. 1230-1400. 

6 The Naupaktian Verses stated this (see the Fragm. 6, ed. Dantzer, p, 
63), ap. Schol. Apollon. Rhod. iv. 59-86). 

® Such was the story of the Naupaktian Verses (See Fragm. 6. p. 6) 
Dontzer ap. Schol. Apollén. Rhod. iv. 59, 86, 87). 
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placed that much-desired prize on board the vessel, aud accom 
panied Jas6n with his companions in their flight, carrying along 
with her the young Apsyrtus, her brother.! 

JEétés, profoundly exasperated at the flight of the Argonauts 
with his daughter, assembled his forces forthwith, and put to sea 
in pursuit of them. So energetic were his efforts that he shortly 
overtook the retreating vessel,when the Argonauts again owed 
their safety to the stratagem of Médea. She killed her brother 
Apsyrtus, cut his body in pieces and strewed the limbs round 
about in the sea. Auétés on reaching the spot found these sorrow- 
ful traces of his murdered son; but while he tarried to collect the 
scattered fragments, and bestow upon the body an honorable in- 
terment, the Argonauts escaped.2 The spot on which the unfor- 
tunate Apsyrtus was cut up received the name of Tomi. This 
fratricide of Médea, however, so deeply provoked the indignation 
of Zeus, that he condemned the Argé and her crew to a trying 


 Apollodér. i. 9, 23. Apollén. Rhod. iv. 220. 

Pherekydés said that Jason killed the dragon (Fr. 74, Did.). 

2 This is the story of Apollodérus (i. 9, 24), who seems to follow Phere- 
kydés (Fr. 73, Didot). Apollénius (iv. 225-480) and Valerius Flaccus (viii. 
262 seq.) give totally different circumstances respecting the death of Apsyr- 
tus ; but the narrative of Pherekydés seems the oldest: so revolting a story 
as that of the cutting up of the little boy cannot have been imagined in later 
times. 

Sophoklés composed two tragedies on the adventures of Jasén and Médea, 
both lost — the KoAyidec and the Zxo3ac. In the former he represented the 
murder of the child Apsyrtus as having taken place in the house of Aiétés: 
in the latter he introduced the mitigating circumstance, that Apsyrtus was 
the son of Aétés by a different mother from Médea (Schol. Apollén Rhod. 
iy. 223) 

3 Apollodér. i. 9, 24, Tov témov xpoonydoevoe Téuove. Ovid. Trist. iii. 9. 
The story that Apsyrtus was cut in pieces, is the etymological legend expla- 
natory of the name Tomi. 

There was however a place called Apsarus, on the southern coast of the 
Euxine, west of Trapezus, where the tomb of Apsyrtus was shown, and 
where it was affirmed that he had been put to death. He was the eponymus 
of the town, which was said to have been once called Apsyrtus, and only 
corrupted by a barbarian pronunciation (Arrian. Periplus, Euxin. p. 6; 
Geogr. Min. v. 1}. Compare Procop. Bell. Goth. iv. 2. 

Strabo connects the death of Apsyrtus with the Apsyrtides, islands off the 
coast of Illyria, in the Adriatic (vii p, 315). 
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voyage, full of hardship and privation, before she was permitted 
to reach home. The returning heroes traversed an immeasurable 
length both of sea and of river: first up the river Phasis into the 
ocean which flows round the earth — then following the course of 
that circumfluous stream until its junction with the Nile,! they 
came down the Nile into Egypt, from whence they carried the 
Argo on their shoulders by a fatiguing land-journey to the lake 
Tritonis in Libya. Here they were rescued from the extremity 
of want and exhaustion by the kindness of the local god Tritén, 
who treated them hospitably, and even presented to Euphémus a 
clod of earth, as a symbolical promise that his descendants should 
one day found a city on the Libyan shore. The promise was 
amply redeemed by the flourishing and powerful city of Kyréné,2 
whose princes the Battiads boasted themselves as lineal descend- 
ants of Euphémus. 

Refreshed by the hospitality of Tritén, the Argonauts found 
themselves again on the waters of the Mediterranean in their way 
homeward. But before they arrived at Idlkos they visited Circé, 
at the island of Alea, where Médea was purified for the murder 
of Apsyrtus: they also stopped at Korkyra, then called Drepané, 
where Alkinous received and protected them. The cave in that 
island where the marriage of Médea with Jasén was consum: 
mated, was still shown in the time of the historian Timzus, as 
well as the altars to Apollo which she had erected, and the ritea 


1 The original narrative was, that the Argé returned by navigating the 
circumfluous ocean. This would be almost certain, even without positive 
testimony, from the early ideas entertained by the Greeks respecting geog- 
raphy ; but we know further that it was the representation of the Hesiodie 
poems, as well as of Mimnermus, Hekatzeus and Pindar, and even of Anti- 
machus. Schol. Parisina Ap Rhod. iv. 254. ‘Exaraioc d& 6 MiAjouwc da 
tov Paoidee aveASeiv dnotv abrode ele Tov ’Qkeavdv: dd dO TOS ’Qxeavoeb 
KateASeiv el¢ tov NetAov: éx d& tod Neidov ele tiv xaW’ juac Saraccav. 
"Hoiodoc d2 Kat IWivdapo¢g év UvScovixare kat ’Avtivayoc tv Avdf 61d Tod 
’Oxeavod gacly eAveiv adrode cic Tv AiBinv: elra Baotacavrac THY ’ApyO 
el¢ TO HuéTepov adikéobat TéAayoc. Compare the Schol. Edit. ad iv. 259. - 

2 See the fourth Pythian Ode of Pindar, and Apollon. Rhod. iv. 1551-1756 

The tripod of Jasén was preserved by the Euesperite in Libya, Diod. iv, 
86: but the legend, connecting the Argonauts with the lake Triténis in Libya, 
is given with some considerable differences in Herodotus, iv. 179. 
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and sacrifices which she had first instituted! After leaving 
Korkyra, the Argé was overtaken by a perilous storm near the 
island of Théra. The heroes were saved from imminent peril by 
the supernatural aid of Apollo, who, shooting from his golden bow 
an arrow which pierced the waves like a track of light, caused a 
new island suddenly to spring up in their track and present ta 
them a port of refuge. The island was called Anaphé; and the 
grateful Argonauts established upon it an altar and sacrifices in 
honor of Apollo AXglétés, which were.ever afterwards continued, 
and traced back by the inhabitants to this originating adventure.4 

On approaching the coast of Kréte, the Argonauts were pre- 
vented from landing by Talos, a man of brass, fabricated by 
Héphestos, and presented by him to Minés for the protection of 
the island. This vigilant sentinel hurled against the approach- 
ing vessel fragments of rock, and menaced the heroes with de- 
struction. But Médea deceived him by a stratagem and killed 
him ; detecting and assailing the one vulnerable point in his body. 
The Argonauts were thus enabled to land and refresh themselves. 
They next proceeded onward to Aigina, where however they 
again experienced resistance before they could obtain water — 
then along the coast of Eubcea and Locris back to Iélkas in the 
gulf of Pagase, the place from whence they had started. The 
proceedings of Pelias during their absence, and the signal revenge 
taken upon him by Médea after their return, have already been 
narrated in a preceding section.4 The ship Argé herself, in 
which the chosen heroes of Greece had performed so long a 
voyage and braved so many dangers, was consecrated by Jasén to 
Poseidén at the isthmus of Corinth. According to another 


1 Apollén. Rhod. iv. 1153-1217. Timeeus, Fr. 7-8, Didot. Tiwasog év 
Kepxipe Aéywv yevéodar trode yapous, kat mepl tig Suoiac loropei, és Kal voy 
héyov dyeota airy Kar’ éviavTov, Mydeiac rpOrov Svadone év Th Tod AzOA- 
Advoc lep@. Kat Bapodg 0& dnote prvqjpeia Tév yapwv ldpboacdat ovveyyde 
ubv rig Saddoone, ob makpay O& THE TOAEwE. ’Ovopafovar 68 Toy pév, Nuubow 
roy 52, Nnpnidov. 

2 Apollodér. i. 9, 25. Apollén. Rhod. iv. 1700-1725. 

* Some called Talés a remnant of the brazen race of men (Schol. Apol}. 
Rhod. iv. 1641). 

* Anollodér, i, 9,26. Apollém. Rhod. iv. 1638 
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account, she was translated to the stars by Athéné, and became a 
constellation.! 

Traces of the presence of the Argonauts were found not only 
in the regions which lay between Idlkos and Kolchis, but also in 
the western portion of the Grecian world — distributed more or 
less over all the spots visited by Grecian mariners or settled by 
Grecian colonists, and scarcely less numerous than the wander- 
ings of the dispersed Greeks and Trojans after the capture of 
Troy. The number of Jasonia, or temples for the heroic worship 
of Jasén, was very great, from Abdéra in Thrace,? eastward along 
the coast of the Euxine, to Armenia and Medea. The Argonauts 
had left their anchoring-stone on the coast of Bebrykia, near 
Kyzikus, and there it was preserved during the historical ages in 
the temple of the Jasonian Athéné.3 ‘They had founded the great 
temple of the Idwan mother on the mountain Dindymon, near 
Kyzikus, and the Hieron of Zeus Urios on the Asiatic point af 
the mouth of the Euxine, near which was also the harbor of 
Phryxus.t Idmén, the prophet of the expedition, who was 
believed to have died of a wound by a wild boar on the Mary- 
andynian coast, was worshipped by the inhabitants of the Pontie 
Hérakleia with great solemnity, as their Heros Poliuchus, and 
that too by the special direction of the Delphian god. Autolykus, 
another companion of Jasén, was worshipped as C&kist by the 
inhabitants of Sinopé. Moreover, the historians of Hérakleia 
pointed out a temple of Hekate in the neighboring country of 


1 Diodor. iv. 53. Eratosth. Catasterism. c. 35. 

2 Strabo, xi. p. 526-531. 

3 Apollén. Rhod. i. 955-960, and the Scholia. 

There was in Kyzikus a temple of Apollo under different émKxAjoece; 
some called it the temple of the Jasonian Apollo. 

Another anchor however was preserved in the temple of Rhea on the banks 
of the Phasis, which was affirmed to be the anchor of the ship Argo. Arrian 
saw it there, but seems to have doubted its authenticity (Periplus, Euxin, 
Pont. p. 9. Geogr. Min. vy. 1). 

4 Neanthés ap. strabo. i. p. 45. Apollon. Rhod. i. 1125, and Schol. Steph 
Byz. v. ®pifoc. 

Apollénius mentions the fountain called Jasonex, on the hill of Dindymon 
Apollon. Rhod. ii. 532, and the citations from Timosthenés and Herodérus in 
the Scholia. See also Appian. Syriac. c. 63. 
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Paphlagonia, first erected by Médea;! and the important town of 
Pantikapzon, on the European side of the Cimmerian Bosporus, 
ascribed its first settlement to a son of Atétés.2 When the return- 
ing ten thousand Greeks sailed along the coast, called the Jaso- 
nian shore, from Sinopé to Hérakleia, they were told that the 
grandson of Adétés was reigning king of the territory at the mouth 
of the Phasis, and the anchoring-places where the Argé had 
stopped were specially pointed out to them? In the lofty re 
gions of the Moschi, near Kolchis, stood the temple of Leukothea, 
founded by Phryxus, which remained both rich and respected 
down to the times of the kings of Pontus, and where it was an 
inviolable rule not to offer up aram.4 The town of Dioskurias, 
north of the river Phasis, was believed to have been hallowed by 
the presence of Kastér and Pollux in the Argé, and to have re- 
ceived from them its appellation.6 Even the interior of Médea 
and Armenia was full of memorials of Jasén and Médea and 
their son Médus, or of Armenus the son of Jasén, from whom the 
Greeks deduced not only the name and foundation of the Medes 
and Armenians, but also the great operation of cutting a channel 
through the mountains for the efflux of the river Araxes, which 
they compared to that of the Peneius in Thessaly.6 And the 


1 See the historians of Hérakleia, Nymphis and Promathidas, Fragm. Orelli, 
pp. 99, 100-104. Schol. ad Apollon. Rhod. iv. 247. Strabo, xii. p. 546. 
Autolykus, whom he calls companion of Jasén, was, according to another 
legend, comrade of Héraklés in his expedition against the Amazons. 

? Stephan. Byz. v. Hlavrexamatov, Eustath. ad Dionys. Perieget. 311. 

3 Xenophon, Anabas. vi. 2,13; vy. 7, 37. 4 Strabo, xi. p. 499. 

5 Appian, Mithridatic. c. 101. 

® Strabo, xi. p. 499, 503, 526, 531; i. p. 45-48. Justin, xlii. 3, whose 
statements illustrate the way in which men found a present home and appli- 
cation for the old fables, —“ Jason, primus humanoram post Hereulem et 
Liberum, qui reges Orientis fuisse traduntur, eam cceli plagam domuisse 
dicitur. Cum Albanis foedus percussit, qui Herculem ex Italid ab Albano 
monte, cum, Geryone extincto, armenta ejus per Italiam duceret, secuti 
dicuntur; quique, memores Italics originis, exercitum Cn. Pompeii bella 
Mithridatico fratres consalutavére. Itaque Jasoni totus fere Oriens, ut con: 
ditori, divinos honores templaque constituit ; quae Parmenico, dux Alexandr 
Magni, post multos annos dirui jussit, ne cujusquam nomen in Oriente vene 
rabilius quam Alexandri esset.” 

The Thessalian companions of Alexander the Great, placed by his victories 
in possession of rich acquisitions in these regions, pleased themselves by 
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Roman general Pompey, after having completed the conquest and 
expulsion of Mithridatés, made long marches through Kolchis 
into the regions of Caucasus, for the express purpose of contem- 
plating the spots which had been ennobled by the exploits of the 
Argonauts, the Dioskuri and Héraklés.! 

In the west, memorials either of the Argonauts or of the pur 
suing Kolchians were pointed out in Korkyra, in Kréte, in Epi- 
rus near the Akrokeraunian mountains, in the islands called Ap- 
syrtides near the Illyrian coast, at the bay of Caieta as well as ai 
Poseidénia on the southern coast of Italy, in the island of A®tha- 
lia or Elba, and in Libya.2 

Such is a brief outline of the Argonautic expedition, one of 
the most celebrated and widely-diffused among the ancient tales 
of Greece. Since so many able men have treated it as an un- 
disputed reality, and even made it the pivot of systematic chro- 
nological calculations, 1 may here repeat the opinion long ago 
expressed by Heyne, and even indicated by Burmann, that the 
process of dissecting the story, in search of a basis of fact, is one 
altogether fruitless. Not only are we unable to assign the date 


vivifying and multiplying all these old fables, proving an ancient kindred 
between the Medes and Thessalians. See Strabo, xi. p. 530. The temples 
of Jason were Tyuoueva ob6dpa bd Tv BapBapwr (ib. p. 526). 

The able and inquisitive geographer Eratosthenés was among those who 
fully believed that Jas6n had left his ships in the Phasis, and had undertaken 
a land expedition into the interior country, in which he had conquered Media 
and Armenia (Strabo, i. p. 48). 

1 Appian, Mithridatic. 103: rode KéAyoug ém7jet, nad’ ioropiav tig ’Apye 
vavTov Kal Atookotpwr Kal ‘HpakdAéove éxrdnutac, kat padiora 76 ra8og idety 
&éhwv, 6 ToounSet pact yevéodat wept Td Kaveacov dpoc. The lofty crag 
of Caucasus called Strobilus, to which Prométheus had been attached, 
was pointed out to Arrian himself in his Periplus (p 12. Geogr. Minor 
vol. i.). 

2 Strabo, i. pp. 21, 45,46; v. 224-252. Pompon. Mel. ii 3. Diodér. iv. 
§6. Apollén. Rhod. iv. 656. Lycophron, 1273. — 


Tipo pakedvac audi Kipxaiov varacg 
*Apyods Te KAecvov dpuov Algarny uéyar. 


3 Heyne, Observ. ad Apollodér. i. 9, 16. p. 72. “ Mirum in modum fallitar, 
gai in his commentis certum fundum historicum vel geographicum aut ex 
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or identify the crew, or decipher the log-book, of the Argd, but 
we have no means of settling even the preliminary question, 
whether the voyage be matter of fact badly reported, or legend 
from the beginning. The widely-distant spots in which the mone 
uments of the voyage were shown, no less than the incidents of 
the voyage itself, suggests no other parentage than epical fancy. 
The supernatural and the romantic not only constitute an insep- 
arable portion of the narrative, but even embrace all the promi- 
nent and characteristic features; if they do not comprise the 
whole, and if there be intermingled along with them any sprink 
ling of historical or geographical fact, — a question to us indeter- 
minable, — there is at least no solvent by which it can be disene 
gaged, and no test by which it can be recognized. Wherever 
the Grecian mariner sailed, he carried his religious and patriotic 
mythes along with him. His fancy and his faith were alike full 
of the long wanderings of Jasén, Odysseus, Perseus, Héraklés, 
Dionysus, Triptolemus or I6; it was pleasing to him in success, 
and consoling to him in difficulty, to believe that their journeys 
had brought them over the ground which he was himself travers- 
ing. There was no tale amidst the wide range of the Grecian 
epic more calculated to be popular with the seaman, than the 
history of the primeval ship Argé and her distinguished crew, 
comprising heroes from all parts of Greece, and especially the 


quirere studet, aut se reperisse, atque historicam vel geographicam aliquam 
doctrinam, systema nos dicimus, inde procudi posse, putat,” ete. 

See also the observations interspersed in Burmann’s Catalogus Argonauta 
rum, prefixed to his edition of Valerius Flaccus. 

The Persian antiquarians whom Herodotus cites at the beginning of his 
history (i. 2-4 —it is much to be regretted that Herodotus did not inform us 
who they were, and whether they were the same as those who said that Pere 
seus was an Assyrian by birth and had become a Greek, vi. 54), joined 
together the abductions of I6 and of Eurdpé, of Médea and of Helen, as 
pairs of connected proceedings, the second injury being a retaliatéon for the 
first, — they drew up a debtor and creditor account of abductions between 
Asia and Europe. The Kolchian king (they said) had sent a herald to 
Greece to ask for his satisfaction for the wrong done to him by Jasén and to 
re-demand his daughter Médea; but he was told in reply that the Greeks had 
received no satisfaction for the previous rape of I6. 

There was some ingenuity in thus binding together the old fables, so as te 
tepresent the invasions of Greece by Darius and Xerxés as retaliations fog 
the unexpiated destruction wrought by Agamemnon. 
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Tyndarids Kastér and Pollux, the heavenly protectom invoked 
during storm and peril. He localized the legend anew wherever 
he went, often with some fresh circumstances suggested either by 
bis own adventures or by the scene before him. He took a sort 
of religious possession of the spot, connecting it by a bond of 
faith with his native land, and erecting in it a temple or an altar 
with appropriate commemorative solemnities. The Jasonium 
thus established, and indeed every visible object called after the 
name of the hero, not only served to keep alive the legend of 
the Argé in the minds of future comers or inhabitants, but was 
accepted as an obvious and satisfactory proof that this marvellous 
vessel had actually touched there in her voyage. 

The epic poets, building both on the general love of fabulous ° 
incident and on the easy faith of the people, dealt with distant 
and unknown space in the same manner as with past and unre- 
corded time. They created a mythical geography for the for- 
mer, and a mythical history for the latter. But there was this 
material difference between the two: that while the unrecorded 
time was beyond the reach of verification, the unknown space 
gradually became trodden and examined. In proportion as au- 
thentic local knowledge was enlarged, it became necessary to 
modify the geography, or shift the scene of action, of the old 
mythes ; and this perplexing problem was undertaken by some 
of the ablest historians and geographers of antiquity, — for it was 
painful to them to abandon any portion of the old epic, as if it 
were destitute of an ascertainable basis of truth. 

Many of these fabulous localities are to be found in Homer 
and Hesiod, and the other Greek poets and logographers, — Ery- 
theia, the garden of the Hesperides, the garden of Pheebus,! to 
which Boreas transported the Attic maiden Orithyia, the deli- 
cious country of the Hyperboreans, the Elysian plain,? the fleet 
ing island of Molus, Thrinakia, the country of the AXthiopians, the 


1 Sophokl. ap. Strabo. vii. p. 295.— 


'Yrép Te wovTov wavt’ én’ Eoxata xVovdc, 
Nukrog re mnyac obpuvod 7’ dvantvyac, 
GoiBov re radatoy Kirov. 
® Odyss. iv. 562. The Islands of the Blessed, in Hesiod, are near the 
@cean (Opp. Di. 169). 
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Lestrygones, the Kyklépes, the Lvtophagi, the Sirens, the Cim 
merians and the Gorgons,! ete. These are plaves which (to use 
the expression of Pindar respecting the Hyperboreans) you can- 
not approach either by sea or by land :* the wings of the poet 
alone can carry you thither. They were not introduced into the 
Greek mind by incorrect geographical reports, but, on the con- 
trary, had their origin in the legend, and passed from thence into 
the realities of geography,? which they contributed much to per- 
vert and confuse. For the navigator or emigrant, starting with 
an unsuspicious faith in their real existence, looked out for them 
in his distant voyages, and constantly fancied that he had seen or 
heard of them, so as to he able to identify their exact situation. 
The most contradictory accounts indeed, as might be expected, 
were often given respecting the latitude and longitude of such 
fanciful spots, but this did not put an end to the general belief 
in their real existence. 

In the present advanced state of geographical knowledge, the 
story of that man who after reading Gulliver’s Travels went to 


1 Hesiod, Theogon. 275-290. Homer, Iliad, i. 423. Odyss. i. 233 ix 
86-206; x 4-83; xii. 135. Mimnerm. Fragm. 13, Schneidewin. 
® Pindar, Pyth. x. 29.— 


Navoi 0° obre meloc idv dv ebpoig 
"Ec ‘YrrepBopéwv Gyova Yavuaray 5dév. 
Tlap’ ole rote Tepoede édaicato Aayerac, ete. 


Hesiod, and the old epic poem called the Epigoni, both mentioned the Hyper 
boreans (Herod. iv. 32-34). 

3 This idea is well stated and sustained by Volcker (Mythische Geographie 
der Griechen und Romer, cap. i. p. 11), and by Nitzsch in his Comments on 
the Odyssey — Introduct. Remarks to b. ix. p. xii—xxxiii. The twelfth 
and thirteenth chapters of the History of Orchomenos, by O. Miiller, are 
also full of good remarks on the geography of the Argonautic voyage (pp. 
274-299). 

The most striking evidence of this disposition of the Greeks is to be 
found in the legendary discoveries of Alexander and his companions, when 
they marched over the untrodden regions in the east of the Persian empire 
(see Arrian, Hist. Al. v. 3: compare Lucian. Dialog. Mortuor. xiv. vol. i. p. 
212. Tauch’, because these ideas were first broached at a time when geo- 
graphical science was sufficiently advanced to canvass and criticize them. 
The early settlers in Italy, Sicily and the Euxine, indulged their fanciful 
vision without the fear of any such monitor: there was no such thing as @ 
map before the days of Anaximander, the disciple of Thalés. 
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eok in his map for Lilliput, appears an absurdity. But those 
who fixed the exact locality of tne floating island of Kolus or 
the rocks of the Sirens did much the same;! and, with their ig- 
norance of geography and imperfect appreciation of historical 
evidence, the error was hardly to be avoided. The ancient be- 
lief which fixed the Sirens on the islands of Sirenuse off the 
coast of Naples —the Kyklopes, Erytheia, and the Leestrygones 
in Sicily — the Lotophagi on ‘the island of Méninx? near the 
Lesser Syrtis—the Pheakians at Korkyra— and the goddess 
Circé at the promontory of Circeium— took its rise at a time 
when these regions were first Hellenized and comparatively little 
visited. Once embodied in the local legends, and attested by vis- 
ible monuments and ceremonies, it continued for a long time un- 
assailed ; and Thucydidés seems to adopt it, in reference to Kor- 
kyra and Sicily before the Hellenic colonization, as matter of 
fact generally unquestionable,’ though little avouched as to de- 
tails. But when geograpical knowledge became extended, and 
the criticism upon the ancient epic was more or less systematized 
by the literary men of Alexandria and Pergamus, it appeared to 
many of them impossible that Odysseus could have seen so 
many wonders, or undergone such monstrous dangers, within 
limits so narrow, and in the familiar track between the Nile and 
the Tiber. The scene of his weather-driven course was then 
shifted further westward. Many convincing evidences were dis- 
covered, especially by Asklepiadés of Myrlea, of his having vis- 
ited various places in Iberia:4 several critics imagined that he 


1 See Mr. Payne Knight, Prolegg. ad Homer. c. 49. Compare Spohn ~ 
“de extrema Odyssex parte” —p. 97. 

2 Strabo, xvii. p. 834. An altar of Odysseus was shown upon this island, 
as well as some other evidences (otGoda) of his visit to the place. 

Apollénius Rhodius copies the Odyssey in speaking of the island of Thri- 
nakia and the cattle of Helios (iv. 965, with Schol.). He conceives Sicily 
as Thrinakia, a name afterwards exchanged for Trinakria. The Scholiast 
ad Apoll. (1. c.) speaks of Trinax king of Sicily. Compare iv. 291 with the 
Scholia. 

3 Thucyd. i. 25-vi. 2. These local legends appear in the eyes of Strabo 
eonvincing evidence (i. p. 23-26), — the tomb of the siren Parthenopé at 
Naples, the stories at Cums and Dikzxarchia about the vexvoyavreiov of 
Avernus, and the existence of places named after Baius and Misénus, the 
companions of Odysseus, etc. 

¢ Strabo, fii. p. 150-157. Ov yap wovov oi kara riv 'IraAiav Kai Zinedios 
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had wandered about in the Atlantic Ocean outside of the Strait 
of Gibraltar,! and they recognized a section of Lotophagi on the 


root Ka) GAAoe Tivee TOY FOLOUTWY onuEia bToypadovotv, GAAG Kat év TH 
‘I8npia ‘Odbooera rbd deixvuTat, Kal ASyvae iepdv, Kal dAAa wipia ixvy 
Tie éxelvov TAGvNG, Kal GAAwv Tov ék Tob Tpwikod modéuov TEPLYEVOMEVOY 
(I adopt Grosskurd’s correction of the text from yevouévan to Teptyevouévar, 
in the note to his German translation of Strabo), 

Asklepiadés (of Myrlea in Bithynia, about 170 B. c.) resided some time 
in Turditania, the south-western region of Spain along the Guadalquivir, 
as a teacher of Greek literature (masdevoag Ta ypaypatixd), and com 
posed a periegesis of the Iberian tribes, which unfortunately has not been 
preserved. He made various discoveries in archxology, and successfully 
connected his old legends with several portions of the territory before him. 
His discoveries were, — 1. In the temple of Athéné, at this Iberian town of 
Odysseia, there were shields and beaks of ships affixed to the walls, monu- 
ments of the visit of Odysseus himself. 2. Among the Kalleeki, in the 
northern part of Portugal, several of the companions of Teukros had set- 
tled and left descendants: there were in that region two Grecian cities, one 
called Hellenés, the other called Amphilochi; for Amphilochus also, the son 
of Amphiaraus, had died in Iberia, and many of his soldiers had taken up 
their permanent residence in the interior. 3. Many new inhabitants had 
come into Iberia with the expedition of Héraklés ; some also after the con- 
quest of Meséné by the Lacedzemonians. 4. In Cantabria, on the north 
coast of Spain, there was a town and region of Lacedeménian colonists, 
5. In the same portion of the country there was the town of Opsikella, 
founded by Opsikellas, one of the companions of Anteuor in his emigration 
from Troy (Strabo, iii. p. 157). 

This is a specimen of the manner in which the seeds of Grecian mythus 
came to be distributed over so large a surface. To an ordinary Greek 
reader, these legendary discoveries of Asklepiadés would probably be more 
interesting than the positive facts which he communicated respecting the 
Iberian tribes ; and his Turditanian auditors would be delighted to hear — 
while he was reciting and explaining to them the animated passage of the 
Jliad, in which Agamemnén extols the inestimable value of the bow of 
Teukros (viii. 281) — that the heroic archer and his companions had actually 
set foot in the Iberian peninsula. 

’ This was the opinion of Kratés of Mallus, one of the most distinguished 
of the critics on Homer: it was the subject of an animated controversy be- 
tween him and Aristarchus (Aulus Gellius, N. A. xiv. 6; Strabo, iii. p. 157). 
See the instructive treatise of Lehrs, De Aristarchi Studiis, ¢. v. § 4. p. 251. 
Much controversy also took place among the critics respecting the ground 
which Menelaus went over in his wanderings (Odyss. iv.). Kratés affirmed 
that he had circumnayigated the southern extremity of Africa and gone te 
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eoast of Mauritania, over and above those who dwelt on the 
island of Méninx.! On the other hand, Eratosthenés and Apol 
lodorus treated the places visited by Odysseus as altogether un 
real, for which scepticism they incurred much reproach.2 

The fabulous island of Erytheia, — the residence of the three 
headed Gery6n with his magnificent herd of oxen, under the 
custody of the two-headed dog Crthrus, and described by He- 
siod, like the garden of the Hesperides, as extra-terrestrial, on the 
farther side of the circumfluous ocean ;— this island was sup- 
posed by the interpreters of Stesichorus the poet to be named by 
him off the south-western region of Spain called Tartéssus, and 
in the immediate vicinity of Gadés. But the historian Heka- 
tzeus, in his anxiety to historicize the old fable, took upon him- 
self to remove Erytheia from Spain nearer home to Epirus. He 
thought it incredible that Héraklés should have traversed Europe 
from east to west, for the purpose of bringing the cattle of Ger- 
yon to Eurystheus at Mykénz, and he pronounced Geryén to 
have been a king of Epirus, near the Gulf of Ambrakia. The 
oxen reared in that neighborhood were proverbially magnificent, 
and to get them even from thence and bring them to Mykénez 
(he contended) was no inconsiderable task. Arrian, who cites 
this passage from Hekatzus, concurs in the same view,— an il- 
lustration of the license with which ancient authors fitted on 
their fabulous geographical names to the real earth, and brought 
down the ethereal matter of legend to the lower atmosphere of 


history.3 


India: the critic Aristonikus, Strabo’s contemporary, enumerated all the 
different opinions (Strabo, i. p. 38). 

' Strabo, iii. p. 157. 2 Strabo, i. p. 22-44; vii. p. 299 

3 Stesichori Fragm. ed. Kleine; Geryonis, Fr. 5. p. 60; ap. Strabo. iii. p. 
148; Herodot. iv. 8. It seems very doubtful whether Stesichorus meant to 
indicate any neighboring island as Brytheia, if we compare Fragm. 10. p. 
67 of the Geryonis, and the passages of Athenzeus and Eustathius there 
etied. He seems to have adhered to the old fable, placing Erytheia on 
the opposite side of the ocean-stream, for Héraklés crosses the ocean to get 
o it. 
Hekateus, ap. Arrian. Histor. Alex. ii. 16. Skylax places Erytheia, 
“ whither Geryén is said to have come to feed his oxen,” in the Kastid terri- 
tory near the Greek city of Apollénia on the Ionic Gulf, northward of the 
Keraunian mountains. There were splendid cattle consecrated to Hélios 


1 
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Both the track and the terminus of the Argonautic voyage ap- 
pear in the most ancient epic as little within the conditions of real- 
ity, as the speaking timbers or the semi-divine crew of the vessel. 
In the Odyssey, Alétés and Circé (Hesiod names Médea also) are 
brother and sister, offspring of Hélios. TheAtzan island, adjoining 
the circumfluous ocean, “ where the house and dancing-ground of 
Eés are situated, and where Hélios rises,” is both the residence of 
Circé and of Aétés, inasmuch as Odysseus, in returning from the 
former, follows the same course as the Argé had previously taken 
in returning from the latter.1_ Even in the conception of Mimner- 
mus, about 600 B. c., ta still retained its fabulous attributes in 
conjunction with the ocean and Hélios, without having been yet 
identified with any known portion of the solid earth ;? and it was 
justly remarked by Démétrius of Sképsis in antiquity? (though 


near Apollénia, watched by the citizens of the place with great care (Hero- 
dot. ix. 98; Skylax, c. 26). 

About Erytheia, Cellerius observes (Geogr. Ant. ii. 1, 227), “Insula Ery- 
theia, quam veteres adjungunt Gadibus, vel demersa est, vel in scopulis quae- 
renda, vel pars est ipsarum Gadium, neque hodie ejus forme aliqua, uti 
descripta est, fertur superesse.” ‘To make the disjunctive catalogue complete, 
he ought to have added, “or it never really existed,” — not the least proba 
ble supposition of all. 

1 Hesiod, Theogon. 956-992; Homer, Odyss xii. 3-69.— 

Nijoov é¢ Alainv, 681 7’ "Hove npryeveing 

Olksa Kai yopor eiol, Kal dvToAal hedhioto. 

2? Mimnerm. Fragm. 10-11, Schneidewin; Athene. vii. p. 277.— 

Odde kor’ Gv wéya KOac avayayev abro¢ "Ijouv 

"EE Ainge Tedéoacg GAywoecoay b0débv, 
"YBpiorn Medin teAcwv yarerjpec deSAov, 

Otic? ay én’ ’QKeavod KadAdv ixovto poor. 

* * * * * 

Alntao réduv, T6931 7’ Oxéog “Heriowo 

"Axtivec Xpvoew Kelarat tv Yahauy, 
’Qkeavod mapa xeireo’, lv’ gyeto Seto "lpowy. 

® Strabo, i. p. 45-46. Aeunrpioc 6 Sapuoc...... mpdc Neavdy rov Kube- 
kqvov PLAoTLMOT Ep wc dvTiAéywr, eimovra, bre of Apyovairat TAéovTeg 
eic daoww Tov bd’ ‘Ounpov Kai tov dAdwv Opodoyovmevov TAovv, idpvoavTo 
ta rig ldaiag untpos iepd er? Kitinov......dpyqiv onot une eidévat 
Tiv Eig Padoty dnodnpiav Tod léaovoc "“Ounpov. Again, p. 
46, rapadaBov uaptupa Miwvepyor, o¢ év 7H Qkeav@ mounoac oiknow Ainror, 
etc. 

The adverb ¢iAoriporépwe reveals to us the municipal rivalry and conten 
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Strabo vatnly tries to refute him), that neither Homer nor Mim- 
nermus designates Kolchis either as the residence of Aétés, or 
as the terminus of the Argonautic voyage. Hesiod carried the 
returning Argonauts through the river Phasis into the ocean. 
But some of the poems ascribed to Eumélus were the first 
which mentioned /&étés and Kolchis, and interwove both of 
them into the Corinthian mythical genealogy.!| These poems seem 
to have been composed subsequent to the foundation of Sinopé, 
and to the commencement of Grecian settlement on the Borys- 
thenés, between the years 600 and 500 B.c. The Greek mari- 
ners who explored and colonized the southern coast of the Eux- 
ine, found at the extremity of their voyage the river Phasis 
and its barbarous inhabitants: it was the easternmost point 
which Grecian navigation (previous to the time of Alexander the 
Great) ever attained, and it was within sight of the impassable 
barrier of Caucasus.2 They believed, not unnaturally, that they 
had here found “the house of Eés (the morning) and the rising 
place of the sun,” and that the river Phasis, if they could follow 
it to its unknown beginning, would conduct them to the circum- 
fluous ocean. They gave to the spot the name o. a, and the 
fabulous and real title gradually became associated together into 
one compound appellation,—the Kolchian a, or Ma of Kol- 
chis.3 While Koichis was thus entered on the: map as a fit re- 
presentative for the Homeric “house of the morning,” the nar- 
row strait of the Thracian Bosporus attracted to itself the 
poetical fancy of the Symplégades, or colliding rocks, through 
which the heaven-protected Argo had been the first to pass. 
The powerful Greek cities of Kyzikus, Hérakleia and Sinopé, 
each fertile in local legends, still farther contributed to give this 
direction to the voyage ; so that in the time of Hekatzeus it had 
become the established belief that the Argé had started from 
Idlkos and gone to Kolchis. 

J®étés thus received his home from the legendary faith and 


tion between the small town Sképsis and its powerful neighbor Kyzikus, 
respecting points of comparative archsology. 

1 Bumélus, Fragm. Eipwria 7, Kopivdiaxd 2-5, pp. 63-68, Duntzer. 

2 Arrian, Periplus Pont. Euxin. p. 12; ap. Geogr. Minor vol. i. He sav 
the Caucasus from Dioskurias. 

3 Heroiot i. 2; vii. 193-197. Eurip. Med. 2. Valer. Flace. v. 4 


52 SISTORY GREECE. 


fancy of the eastern Greek navigators: his sister Circé, origi- 
nally his fellow- resident, was localized by the western. The 
Hesiodic and other poems, giving expression to the imaginative 
impulses of the inhabitants of Cumz and other early Grecian 
settlers in Italy and Sicily,! had referred the wanderings of 
Odysseus to the western or Tyrrhenian sea, and had planted the 
Cyclopes, the Lestrygones, the floating island of olus, the 
Lotophagi, the Pheacians, etc., about the coast of Sicily, Italy, 
Libya, and Korkyra. In this way the Azan island,—the resi 
dence of Circé, and the extreme point of the wanderings of 
Odysseus, from whence he passes only to the ocean and into 
Hadés — came to be placed in the far west, while the Ata of 
/Kétés was in the far east,— not unlike our East and West In- 
dies. The Homeric brother and sister were separated and sent 
to opposite extremities of the Grecian terrestrial horizon.? 

The track from Idlkos to Kolchis, however, though plausible 
as far as it went, did not realize all the conditions of the genuine 
fabulous voyage: it did not explain the evidences of the visit of 
these maritime heroes which were to be found in Libya, in Krété 


1 Strabo, i. p. 23. V6lecker (Ueber Homerische Geographie, v. 66) is in 
structive upon this point, as upon the geography of the Greek poets gene- 
rally. He recognizes the purely mythical character of Ava in Homer and 
Hesiod, but he tries to prove — unsuccessfully, in my judgment — that 
Homer places Aétés in the east, while Circé is in the west, and that Homer 
refers the Argonautic voyage to the Euxine Sea. 

2 Strabo (or Polybius, whom he has just been citing) contends that Homer 
knew the existence of Aétés in Kolchis, and of Circé at Circeium, as histor- 
ical persons, as well as the voyage of Jasén to Ata as an historical fact. 
Upon this he (Homer) built a superstructure of fiction (tpoouidevua): he 
invented the brotherhood between them, and he placed both the one and the 
other in the exterior ocean (avyyevelac te érAace Tov obTw Siwkiopuévwr, Kar 
éwxeavioporv audoiv, i. p. 20); perhaps also Jason might have wandered as 
far as Italy, as evidences (onpeid tiva) are shown that he did (7b.). 

But the idea that Homer conceived Avétés in the extreme east and Circé 
in the extreme west, is not reconcilable with the Odyssey. The supposition 
of Strabo is alike violent and unsatisfactory. 

Circé was worshipped as a goddess at Circeii (Cicero, Nat. Deor. iii. 19). 
Hesiod, in the Theogony, represents the two sons of Circé by Odysseus as 
reigning over all the warlike Tyrrhenians (Theog. 1012), an undefined 
western sovereignty. The great Mamilian gens at Tusculum traced thely 
flescent to Odysseus and Circé (Dionys. Hal. iv. 45). 
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m Anaphé, in Korkyra, in the Adriatiz Gulf, in Italy and 
/ithalia. It became necessary to devise another route for them 
in their return, and the Hesiodic narrative was (as I have before 
observed), that they came back by the circumfluous ocean; first 
going up the river Phasis into the circumfluous ocean; follow 
ing that deep and gentle stream until they entered the Nile, 
and came down its course to the coast of Libya. This seems 
also to have been the belief of Hekatzus.1 But presently sev- 
eral Greeks (and Herodotus among them) began to discard the 
idea of a circumfluous ocean-stream, which had pervaded their 
old geographical and astronomical fables, and which explained 
the supposed easy communication between one extremity of the 
earth and another. Another idea was then started for the return- 
ing voyage of the Argonauts. It was supposed that the river 
Ister, or Danube, flowing from the Rhipzan mountains in ths 
north-west of Europe, divided itself into two branches, one of 
which fell into the Euxine Sea, and the other into the Adriatic. 
The Argonauts, fleeing from the pursuit of Aiétés, had been 
obliged to abandon their regular course homeward, and had gone 
from the Euxine Sea up the Ister; then passing down the other 
branch of that river, they had entered into the Adriatic, the 
Kolchian pursuers following them. Such is the story given by 
Apollonius Rhodius from Timagétus, and accepted even by so 
able a geographer as Eratosthenés — who preceded him by one 
generation, and who, though sceptical in regard to the localities 
visited by Odysseus, seems to have been a firm believer in the 
reality of the Argonautic voyage.? Other historians again, among 


' See above, p. 239. There is an opinion cited from Hekatzeus in Schol 
Apoll. Rhod. iv. 284. contrary to this, which is given by the same scholiast 
on iv. 259. But, in spite of the remarks of Klausen (ad Fragment. Heka- 
tei, 187. p. 98), I think that the Schol. ad. iv. 284 has made a mistake in 
citing Hekateeus ; the more so as the scholiast, as printed from the Codex 
Parisinus, cites the same opinion without mentioning Hekateus. Accord 
ing to the old Homeric idea, the ocean stream flowed all round the earth, 
and was the source of all the principal rivers which flowed into the great in- 
ternal sea, or Mediterranean (see Hekatzus, Fr. 349; Klausen, ap. Arrian. 
ii, 16, where he speaks of the Mediterranean as the weyaAn Sadacoa). Re 
taining this old idea of the ocean-stream, Hekateus would naturally believe 
that the Phasis joined it: nor can I agree with Klausen (ad Fr. 187) that 
this implies a degree of ignorance toc gross ‘o impute to him. 

2 Apollén. Rhod. iv. 287; Schol. ad iv. 284: Pindar, Pyth. iv. 447, with 
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whom was Timzus, though they 2onsidered the ocean as an out 
er sea, and no longer admitted the existence of the old Homeric 
ocean-stream, yet imagined a story for the return-voyage of the 
Argonauts somewhat resembling the old tale of Hesiod and 
Hekateus. They alleged that the Argo, after entering into the 
Palus Mezotis, had followed the upward course of the river Ta: 
nais; that she had then been carried overland and launched in a 
river which had its mouth in the ocean or great outer sea. When 
in the ocean, she had coasted along the north and west of Europe 
until she reached Gadés and the Strait of Gibraltar, where she 
entered into the Mediterranean, and there visited the many places 
specified in the fable. Of this long voyage, in the outer sea to 
the north and west of Europe, many traces were affirmed to 
exist along the coast of the ocean.! There was again a third 
version, according to which the Argonauts came back as they 
went, through the Thracian Bosporus and the Hellespont. In 
this way geographical plausibility was indeed maintained, but a 
large portion of the fabulous matter was thrown overboard.2 
Such were the various attempts made to reconcile the Argo- 
nautic legend with enlarged geographical knowledge and improv- 
ed historical criticism. The problem remained unsolved, but the 


Schol.; Strabo, i. p. 46-57; Aristot. Mirabil. Auscult.c. 105. Altars were 
shown in the Adriatic, which had been erected both by Jasén and by Médea 
(2b). 

Aristotle believed in the forked course of the Ister, with one embochure in 
the Kuxine and another in the Adriatic: he notices certain fishes called rp- 
yal, who entered the river (like the Argonauts) from the Euxine, went up 
it as far as the point of bifurcation and descended into the Adriatic (Histor. 
Animal. viii. 15). Compare Ukert, Geographie der Griech. und Romer, vol. 
iii. p. 145-147, about the supposed course of the Ister. 

' Diodor. iv. 56; Timzeus, Fragm. 53. Géller. Skymnus the geographer 
also adopted this opinion (Schol. Apoll. Rhod. 284-287). The pseudo-Or- 
pheus in the poem called Argonautica seems to give a jumble of all the dif- 
ferent stories. 

? Diodér. iv. 49. This was the tale both of Sophoklés and of Kallimachus 
(Schol. Apoll. Rhod. iv. 294). 

See the Dissertation of Ukert, Beylage iv. vol. i. part 2. p. 320 of his 
Geographie der Griechen und Romer, which treats of the Argonautic voy- 
age at some length; also J. H. Voss, Alte Weltkunde aber die Gestalt dex 
Erde, published in the second volume of the Kritische Blatter, pp. 162, 314- 
826; and Forbiger, Handbuch der Alten Geographie-Einleitung, p. 8. 
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faith in the l2gend did not the less continue. Jt was a faith 
originally generated at a time when the unassisted narrative of 
the inspired poet sufficed for the conviction of his hearers; it 
consecrated one among the capital exploits of that heroic and 
superhuman race, whom the Greek was accustomed at once to 
look back upon as his ancestors and to worship conjointly with 
his gods: it lay too deep in his mind either to require historical 
evidence for its support, or to be overthrown by geographical 
difficulties as they were then appreciated. Supposed traces of 
the past event, either preserved in the names of places, or embo- 
died in standing religious customs with their explanatory com- 
ments, served as sufficient authentication in the eyes of the curious 
inquirer. And even men trained in a more severe school of 
criticism contented themselves with eliminating the palpable con- 
tradictions and softening down the supernatural and romantic 
events, so as to produce an Argonautic expedition of their own 
invention as the true and accredited history. Strabo, though he 
can neither overlook nor explain the geographical impossibilities 
of the narrative, supposes himself te have discovered the basis 
of actual fact, which the original poets had embellished or exag- 
gerated. The golden fleece was typical of the great wealth of 
Kolchis, arising from gold-dust washed down by the rivers; and 
the voyage of Jasdn was in reality an expedition at the head of 
a considerable army, with which he plundered this wealthy coune 
try and made extensive conquests in the interior.! Strabo has 
nowhere laid down what he supposes to have been the exact 
measure and direction of Jasén’s march, but he must have ree 
garded it as very long, since he classes Jasén with Dionysus and 
Héraklés, and emphatically characterizes all the three as having 


1 Strabo, i. p. 45. He speaks here of the voyage of Phryxus, as well as 
that of Jas6n, as having been a military undertaking (orpaveia): so again, 
iii. p. 149, he speaks of the military expedition of Odysseus —7 70d ’Odva- 
oéwe otpatia, and 7 ‘HpakAéovg orparia (ib.). Again xi. p. 298. Ol uivor, 
aivitrouevor tiv "lacovoc atpateiav mposASovroc méxpt Kai Mydiac’ ére de 
mpotepov THY Ppigov. Compare also Justin, xlii. 2-3; Tacit. Annal. vi. 34. 

Strabo cannot speak of the old fables with literal fidelity: he unconscious- 
ly transforms them into quasi-historical incidents of his own imagination. 
Diodérus gives a narrative of the same kind, with decent substitutes for the 


fabulous elements (iv. 40-47-56). 
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traversed wider spaces of ground than any moderns eould equal.! 
Such was the compromise which a mind like that of Strabo made 
with the ancient legends. He shaped or cut them down to the 
level of his own credence, and in this waste of historical criticism, 
without any positive evidence, he took to himself the credit of 
greater penetration than the literal believers, while he escaped 
the necessity of breaking formally with the bygone heroic world 


CHAPTER XIV. 
LEGENDS OF THEBES. 


Tue Beedtians generally, throughout the historical age, though 
well endowed with bodily strength and courage,? are represented 
as proverbially deficient in intelligence, taste and fancy. But 
the legendary population of Thébes, the Kadmeians, are rich in 
mythical antiquities, divine as well as heroic. Both Dionysus 
and Héraklés recognize Thébes as their natal city. Moreover, 
the two sieges of Thébes by Adrastus, even taken apart from 


' Strabo, i. p. 48. The far-extending expeditions undertaken in the east- 
ern regions by Dionysus and Héraklés were constantly present to the mind 
of Alexander the Great as subjects of comparison with himself: he imposed 
upon his followers perilous and trying marches, from anxiety to equal or 
surpass the alleged exploits of Semiramis, Cyrus, Perseus, and Héraklés. 
(Arrian, v- 2, 3; vi. 24, 3; vii. 10,12. Strabo, iii. p. 171; xv. p. 686; xvii. 
p. 81). 

? The eponym Beectus is son of Poseidén and Arné (Euphorion ap. 
Eustath. ad Iliad. ii. 507). It was from Arné in Thessaly that the Boedtians 
were said to have come, when they invaded and occupied Bodtia. Euri- 
pidés made him son of Poseidén and Melanippé. Another legend recited 
Beedtus and Hellén as sons of Poseidén and Antiopé (Hygin. f. 157-186). 

The Tanagrzan poetess Korinna (the rival of Pindar, whose compositions 
in the Beedtian dialect are unfortunately lost) appears to have dwelt upon 
this native Boedtian genealogy: she derived the Ogygian gates of Thébes 
from Ogygus, son of Boedtus (Schol. Apollon. Rhod. iii. 1178), also the Frag 
ments of Korinna in Schneidewin’s edition, fr. 2, p. 432. 
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Kadmus, Antiopé, Amphion and Zethus, etc., are the most pro- 
minent and most characteristic exploite, next to the siege of Troy, 
of that preéxisting race of heroes who lived in the imagination 
of the historical Hellénes. 

It is not Kadmus, but the brothers Amphidn and Zethus, who 
are given to us in the Odyssey as the first founders of Thébes 
and the first builders of its celebrated walls. They are the sons 
of Zeus by Antiopé, daughter of Asdpus. The scholiasts who 
desire t- reconcile this tale with the more current account of the 
foundation of Thébes by Kadmus, tell us that after the death of 
Amphion and Zethus, Eurymachus, the warlike king of the 
Phlegyz, invaded and ruined the newly-settled town, so that 
Kadmus on arriving was obliged to re-found it. But Apollo- 
dérus, and seemingly the older logographers before him, placed 
Kadmus at the top, and inserted the two brothers at a lower 
point in the series. According to them, Bélus and Agenor were 
the sons of Epaphus, son of the Argeian 16, by Libya. Agendr 
went to Phoenicia and there became king: he had for his off- 
spring Kadmus, Phoenix, Kilix, and a daughter Eurdpa; though 
in the Iliad Eurdépa is called daughter of Phcenix.? Zeus fell in 
love with Eurépa, and assuming the shape of a bull, carried her 
across the sea upon his back from Egpyt to Kréte, where she 
bore to him Minés, Rhadamanthus and Sarpédén. Two out of 
the three sons sent out by Agenér in search of their lost sister, 
wearied out by a long-protracted as well as fruitless voyage, 
abandoned the idea of returning home: Kilix setiled in Kilikia, 
and Kadmus in Thrace.’ Thasus, the brother or nephew of 


/ 


* Homer, Odyss. xi. 262, and Kustath. ad loc. Compare Schol. ad Iliad. 
xiii. 301. 

2 Jliad, xiv. 321. I6 is kepdecoa mpouatwp of the Thébans. Eurip. Phe- 
niss. 247-676. 

3 Apollodor. ii. 1,3; iii. 1, 8. In the Hesiodic poems (ap. Schol. Apoll. 
Rhod. ii. 178), Phoenix was recognized as son of Agenér. Pherekydés also 
described both Phcenix and Kadmus as sons of Agenér (Pherekyd. Fragm. 
40, Didot). Compare Servius ad. Virgil. Aineid. 1. 338. Pherekydés ex- 
pressly mentioned Kilix (Apollod. 2.). Besides the Evpareca of Stesicho- 
rus (see Stesichor. Fragm. xy. p. 73, ed. Kleine), there were several other 
ancient poems on the adventures of Europa; one in particular by Eumélus 
(Schol. ad Iliad. vi. 188), which however can hardly be the same as the rd 
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Kadmus, who had accompanied them in the voyage, settled and 
gave name to the island of Phasus. 

Both Herodotus and Euripidés represent Kadmus as an emi- 
grant from Pheenicia, conducting a body of followers in quest of 
Eurépa. The account of Apollodérus describes him as having 
come originally from Libya or Egypt to Phenicia: we may 
presume that this was also the statement of the earlier logo- 
graphers Pherekydés and Hellanikus. Condn, who historicizes 
and politicizes the whole legend, seems to have found two differ- 
ent accounts ; one connecting Kadmus with Egypt, another bring- 
ing him from Phoenicia. He tries to melt down the two into 
one, by representing that the Phoenicians, who sent out Kadmus, 
had acquired great power in Egypt — that the seat of their king- 
dom was the Egyptian Thébes — that Kadmus was despatched, 
under pretence indeed of finding his lost sister, but really on a 
project of conquest — and that the name Thébes, which he gave 
to his new establishment in Boedétia, was borrowed from Thébes 
in Egypt, his ancestorial seat.! 

Kadmus went from Thrace to Delphi to procure information 
respecting his sister Eurépa, but the god directed him to take no 
further trouble about her; he was to follow the guidance of a 
cow, and to found a city on the spot where the animal should lie 
down. The condition was realized on the site of Thébes. The 
neighboring fountain Areia was guarded by a fierce dragon, the 
offspring of Arés, who destroyed all the persons sent to fetch 
water. Kadmus killed the dragon, and at the suggestion of 
Athéné sowed his teeth in the earth 2 there sprang up at once 
the armed men called the Sparti, among whom he flung stones, 


ény Ta ei¢ Eiporny alluded to by Pausanias (ix. 5, 4). See Willner de 
Cyclo Epico, p. 57 (Munster 1825). 

* Conon, Narrat. 37. Perhaps the most remarkable thing of all is the 
tone of unbounded self-confidence with which Condén winds up this tissue 
of uncertified suppositions— rep) wiv Kaduou Kat OnGav olkicewc obtoc 6 
GAn Sie Aoyoc: Td dé GAA piGo¢ Kat yonTeia aKoRe. 

* Stesichor. (Fragm. 16; Kleine) ap. Schol. Eurip. Pheeniss. 680. The 
place where the heifer had lain down was still shown in the time of Pausa- 
nias (ix. 12, 1). 

(| Lysimachus, a lost author who wrote Thebatca, mentioned Eurdpa as 
having come with Kadmus to Thébes, and told the story in many other re 
spects very differently (Schol. Apoll. Rhod. iii. 1179), 
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‘and they immediately began to assault each other until all were 
slain except five. Arés, indignant at this slaughter, was about 
to kill Kadmus; but Zeus appeased him, condemning Kadmus 
to an expiatory servitude of eight years, after which he married 
Harmonia, the daughter of Arés and Aphrodité — presenting to 
her the splendid necklace fabricated by the hand of Héphas- 
tos, which had been given by Zeus to Kurépa.! All the gods 
came to the Kadmeia, the citadel of Thébes, to present congrat- 
ulations and gifts at these nuptials, which seem to have been 
hardly less celebrated in the mythical world than those of Péleus 
and Thetis. The issue of the marriage was one son, Polydérus, 
and four daughters, Autonoé, Ind, Semelé and Agavé.? 

From the five who alone survived of the warriors sprung from 
the dragon’s teeth, arose five great families or gentes in Thébes ; 
the oldest and noblest of its inhabitants, coeval with the founda- 
tion of the town. They were called Sparti, and their name 
seems to have given rise, not only to the fable of the sowing of 
the teeth, but also to other etymological narratives.3 

All the four daughters of Kadmus are illustrious in fabulous 
history. Ind, wife of Athamas, the son of olus, has already 
been included among the legends of the Holids. Semelé became 
the mistress of Zeus, and inspired Héré with jealousy. Mis- 
guided by the malicious suggestions of that goddess, she solicited 
Zeus to visit her with all the solemnity and terrors which sur- 


1 Apollodér. iii. 4,1-3 Pherekydés gave this account of the necklace, 
which seems to imply that Kadmus must have found his sister Eurépa. 'Che 
narrative here given is from Hellanikus; that of Pherekydés differed from 
it in some respects: compare Hellanik. Fragm. 8 and 9, and Pherekyd. Frag. 
44, The resemblance of this story with that of Jasén and Alétés (see above, 
chap. xiii. p. 237) will strike every one. It is curious to observe how the 
old logographer Pherekydés explained this analogy in his narrative ; he said 
that Athéné had given half the dragon’s teeth to Kadmus and half to Aétés 
(see Schol. Pindar. Isthm. vi. 13). 

2 Hesiod, Theogon. 976. Leukothea, the sea-goddess, daughter of Kad 
mus, is mentioned in the Odyssey, v. 334; Diodor. iv. 2. 

3 Burip. Pheeniss. 680, with the Scholia; Pherekydés, Fragm. 44; André- 
tion, ap. Schol. Pindar. Isthm. vi. 13. Dionysius (?) called the Sparti an 
&Svoc Bowwriac (Schol. Pheeniss. 1. c.). 

Even in the days of Plutarch, there were persons living who traced their 
descent to the Sparti of Thébes (Plutarch, Ser. Num. Vindict. p 563). 
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rounded him when he approached Héré herself. The god um 
willingly consented, and came in his chariot in the midst of 
thunder and lightning, under which awful accompaniments the 
mortal frame of Semelé perished. Zeus, taking from her the 
child of which she was pregnant, sewed it into his own thigh: 
after the proper interval the child was brought out and born, and 
became the great god Dionysus or Bacchus. Hermés took him 
to Ind and Athamas to receive their protection. Afterwards, 
however, Zeus having transformed him into a kid to conceal him 
from the persecution of Héré, the nymphs of the mountain Nysa 
became his nurses.! 

Autonoé, the third daughter of Kadmus, married the pastoral 
hero or god Aristeas, and was mother of Aktzdén, a devoted 
hunter and a favorite companion of the goddess Artemis. She 
however became displeased with him — either because he looked 
into a fountain while she was bathing and saw her naked — or 
according to the legend set forth by the poet Stesichorus, because 
he loved and courted Semelé — or according to Euripidés, be- 
cause he presumptuously vaunted himself as her superior in the 
chase. She transformed him into a stag, so that his own dogs 
set upon and devoured him. The rock upon which Akteén used 
to sleep when fatigued with the chase, and the spring whose 
transparent waters had too clearly revealed the form of the god- 
dess, were shown to Pausanias near Plateza, on the road to 
Megara.2 


1 Apollodé6r. iii. 4, 2-9 ; Dioddr. iv. 2. 

? See Apollodér. iii. 4,3; Stesichor. Fragm. xvii. Kleine; Pausan. ix. 2, 
8; Eurip. Bacch. 337; Diodor. iv. 81. The old logographer Akusilaus 
copied Stesichorus. 

Upon this well-known story it is unnecessary to multiply references. I 
shall however briefly notice the remarks made upon it by Diodérus and by 
Pausanias, as an illustration of the manner in which the literary Greeks of a 
later day dealt with their old national legends. 

Both of them appear implicitly to believe the fact, that Akte6én was 
devoured by his own dogs, but they differ materially in the explanation 
of it. 

Diodérus accepts and yindicates the miraculous interposition of the dise 
pleased goddess to punish Akteeén, who, according to one story, had boasted 
of his superiority in the chase to Artemis, — according to another story, had 
presumed to solicit the goddess in marriage, emboldened by the great num- 
bers of the feet of animals slain in the chase which he had hung up as offer: 
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Agavé, the remaining daughter of Kadmus, married Evhién, 
one of the Sparti. The issue of these nuptials was Pentheus, 
who, when Kadmus became old succeeded him as king of Thébes. 
In his reign Dionysus appeared as a god, the author or discoverer 
of the vine with all its blessings. He had wandered over Asia, 
India and Thrace, at the head of an excited troop of female en- 
thusiasts — communicating and inculeating everywhere the Bac- 
chic ceremonies, and rousing in the minds of women that 
impassioned religious emotion which led them to ramble in 
solitary mountains at particular seasons, there to give vent to 
violent fanatical excitement, apart from the men, clothed in fawn- 
skins and armed with the thyrsus. The obtrusion of a male spec- 
tator upon these solemnities was esteemed sacrilegious. ‘Though 
the rites had been rapidly disseminated and fervently welcomed 
in many parts of Thrace, yet there were some places in which 
they had been obstinately resisted and their votaries treated with 
rudeness ; especially by Lykurgus, king of the Edonian Thra- 
cians, upon whom a sharp and exemplary punishment was 
inflicted by Dionysus. 

Thébes was the first city of Greece to which Dionysus came, 


ings in her temple. “It is not improbable (observes Diodorus) that the god 
dess was angry on both these accounts. For whether Aktz#6n abused these 
hunting presents so far as to make them the means of gratifying his own 
desires towards one unapproachable in wedlock, or whether he presumed to 
eall himself an abler hunter than her with whom the gods themselves will 
aot compete in this department, —in either case the wrath of the goddess” 
against him was just and legitimate (duoAoyouévyy Kai dixaiav dpynv éoxs 
Tpdc adrov 7 Se6¢). With perfect propriety therefore (Kavo/ov dé ridavac) 
was he transformed into an animal such as those he had hunted, and torn to 
pieces by the very dogs who had killed them.” (Didot. iv. 80.) 

Pausanias, a man of exemplary piety, and generally less inclined to 
scepticism than Diodorus, thinks the occasion unsuitable for a miracle or 
special interference. Having alluded to the two causes assigned for the dis- 
pleasure of Artemis (they are the two first-mentioned in my text, and dis- 
tinct from the two noticed by Diodérus), he proceeds to say, “ But I believe 
that the dogs of Aktszeén went mad, without the interference of the goddess: 
in this state of madness they would have torn in pieces without distinction 
any one whom they met (Paus. ix. 2, 3. éyd dé kal dvev Seod retFouar vocov 
' Rbooav ériBareiv Tod ’AkTaiwvog Tove Kivac).” He retains the truth of the 
final catastrophe, but rationalizes it, excluding the special intervention of 


Artemis. 
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at the nead of his Asiatic troop of females, to obtain divine hon- 
ors and to establish his peculiar rites in his native city. The 
venerable Kadmus, together with his daughters and the prophet 
Teiresias, at once acknowledged the divinity of the new god, and 
began to offer their worship and praise to him along with the 
solemnities which he enjoined. But Pentheus vehemently op- 
posed the new ceremonies, reproving and maltreating the god 
who introduced them: nor was his unbelief at all softened by 
the miracles which Dionysus wrought for his own protection and 
for that of his followers. His mother Agavé, with her sisters 
and a large body of other women from Thébes, had gone out 
from Thébes to Mount Kitherén to celebrate their solemnities 
under the influence of the Bacchic frenzy. Thither Pentheus 
followed to watch them, and there the punishment due to his 
impiety overtook him. The avenging touch of the god having 
robbed him of his senses, he climbed a tall pine for the purpose 
of overlooking the feminine multitude, who detected him in this 
position, pulled down the tree, and tore him in pieces. Agavé, 
mad and bereft of consciousness, made herself the foremost in 
this assault, and carried back in triumph to Thébes the head of 
her slaughtered son. The aged Kadmus, with his wife Harmo- 
nia, retired among the Illyrians, and at the end of their lives 
were changed into serpents, Zeus permitting them to be transe 
ferred to the Elysian fields.! 


' Apollod. iii. 5, 3-4; Theocrit. Idyll. xxvi. Eurip. Bacch. passim. Such 
is the tragical plot of this memorable drama. It is a striking proof of the 
deep-seated reverence of the people of Athens for the sanctity of the Bacchie 
ceremonies, that they could have borne the spectacle of Agavé on the stage 
with her dead son’s head, and the expressions of triumphant sympathy in 
her action on the part of the Chorus (1168), Méxacp’ ’Ayatn! This drama, 
written near the close of the life of Euripidés, and exhibited by his son after 
his death (Schol. Aristoph. Ran. 67), contains passages strongly inculcating 
the necessity of implicit deference to ancestorial authority in matters of re- 
ligion, and favorably contrasting the uninquiring faith of the vulgar with the 
dissenting and inquisitive tendencies of superior minds: see v. 196; com- 
pare vy. 389 and 422. — 

Oddéev cogilauerda ToioL daiuoow. 
Tlatpiovg rapadoyic, dig 9 Cparecac ypovw 
Kextnue®’, ovdcic abra kataBanel Adoyoc, 
O10 fv dv’ dkpwv 7d coddy ebpyntat dpévur. 
Sach reproofs “ insanientis sapientie” certainly do not fall in with the plot 


. 
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Polydérus and Labdakus successively became kings of Thébes : 
‘the latter at his death left an infant son, Laius, who was deprived 
of his throne by Lykus. And here we approach the legend of 
Antiopé, Zéthus and Amphién, whom the fabulists insert at this 
point of the Théban series. Antiopé is here the daughter of Nyk- 
teus, the brother of Lykus. She is deflowered by Zeus, and 
then, while pregnant, flies to Epdpeus king of Sikyon: Nykteus 
dying entreats his brother to avenge the injury, and Lykus 
accordingly invades Sikydn, defeats and kills Epépeus, and brings 
back Antiopé prisoner to Thébes. In her way thither, in a cave 
near Eleutherz, which was shown to Pausanias,! she is delivered 
of the twin sons of Zeus — Amphién and Zéthus —who, exposed 
to perish, are taken up and nourished by a shepherd, and pass 
their youth amidst herdsmen, ignorant of their lofty descent. 

Antiopé is conveyed to Thébes, where, after undergoing a long 
persecution from Lykus and his cruel wife Dirké, she at length 
escapes, and takes refuge in the pastoral dwelling of her ‘sons, 
now grown to manhood. Dirké pursues and requires her to be 
delivered up; but the sons recognize and protect their mother, 
taking an ample revenge upon her persecutors. Lykus is slain, 
and Dirké is dragged to death, tied to the horns of a bull.? 


of the drama itself, in which Pentheus appears as a Conservative, resisting 
the introduction of the new religious rites. Taken in conjunction with the 
emphatic and submissive piety which reigns through the drama, they coun- 
tenance the supposition of Tyrwhitt, that Euripidés was anxious to repel 
the imputations, so often made against him, of commerce with the philoso- 
phers and participation in sundry heretical opinions. 

Pacuvius in his Pentheus seems to have closely copied Euripidés; see 
Servius ad Virg. Aineid. iv. 469. 

The old Thespis had composed a tragedy on the subject of Pentheus : 
Suidas, Oégor¢; also Alschylus; compare his Eumenidés, 25. 

According to Apollodérus (iii. 5, 5), Labdakus also perished in a similar 
way to Pentheus, and from the like impiety, — ékeivw dpovGv raparAjova, 

1 Pausan. i. 38, 9. 

2 For the adventures of Antiopé and her sons, see Apolloddr, iii. 5; 
Pausan. ii. 6, 2; ix. 5, 2. 

The narrative given respecting Epdpeus in the ancient Cyprian verses 
seems to have been very different from this, as far as we can judge from the 
brief notice in Proclus’s Argument, — o¢ ’Exwrede o8eipac tiv Avxoipyou 
{Adxov) yuvaixa éeroptt7 Sn: it approaches more nearly to the story given 
im the seventh fable of Hyginus, and followed by Propertius (iii. 15); the 
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Amphién and Zéthus, having banished Laius, become kings of 
Tnébes. The former, taught by Hermés, and possessing exyais- 
ite skill on the lyre, employs it in fortifying the city, the stones 
of the walls arranging themselves spontaneously in obedience to 
the rhythm of his song.! 

Zéthus marries Aéd6én, who, in the dark and under a fatal mis- 
take, kills her son Itylus: she is transformed intoa nightingale, 
while Zéthus dies of grief.2 Amphidn becomes the husband of 
Niobé, daughter of Tantalus, and the father of a numerous off- 
spring, the complete extinction of which by the hands of Apollo 
and Artemis has already been recounted in these pages. 

Here ends the legend of the beautiful Antiopé and her twin 
sons — the rude and unpolished, but energetic, Zéthus — and the 
refined and amiable, but dreamy, Amphidn. For so Euripidés, 


in the drama of Antiopé unfortunately lost, presented the twe 


eighth fable of Hyginus contains the tale of Antiopé as given by Euripidés 
and Ennius. The story of Pausanias differs from both. 

The Scholiast ad Apollon. Rhod. i. 735. says that there were twe persons 
named Antiopé; one, daughter of Asdpus, the other, daughter of Nykteus, 
Pausanias is content with supposing one only, really the daughter of Nyk- 
teus, but there was a ¢7u7 that she was daughter of Asdpus (ii. 6, 2). Asius 
made Antiopé daughter of Asdpus, and mother (both by Zeus and by Epé- 
peus : such a junction of divine and human paternity is of common occur 
rence in the Greek legends) of Zéthus and Amphion (ap. Paus. 1. ¢.). 

The contradictory versions of the story are brought together, though not 
very perfectly, in Sterk’s Essay De Labdacidarum Historia, p. 38-43 (Ley- 
den, 1829). ; 

1 This story about the lyre of Amphién is not noticed in Homer, but it 
was narrated in the ancient ém7 é¢ Eipomnv which Pausanias had read: the 
wild beasts as well as the stones were obedient to his strains (Paus ix. 5, 4). 
Pherekydés also recounted it (Pherekyd. Fragm. 102, Didot). ‘The tablet 
of inscription (’Avaypag7) at Sikyén recognized Amphidn as the first com 
poser of poetry and harp-music (Plutarch, de Musica, ce. 3. p. 1132). 

? The tale of the wife and son of Zéthus is as old as the Odyssey (xix. 
525). Pausanias adds the statement that Zéthus died of grief (ix. 5,5; 
Pherekydés, Fragm. 102, Did.). Pausanias, however, as well as Apollodé- 
rus, tells us that Zéthus married Thébé, from whom the name Thébes was 
given to the city. Vo reconcile the conflicting pretensions of Zéthus and 
Amphi6n with those of Kadmus, as founders of Thébes, Pausanias supposes 
that the latter was the original settler of the hill of the Kadmeia, while the 
two former extended the settlement to the lower city (ix 5, 1-3) 
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brothers, in affectionate union as well as in striking contrast.! It 
is evident that the whole story stood originally quite apart from 
the Kadmeian family, and so the rudiments of it yet stand in 
the Odyssey ; but the logographers, by their ordinary connecting 
artifices, have opened a vacant place for it in the descending se- 
ries of —Théban mythes. And they have here proceeded in a 
manner not usual with them. For whereas they are generally 
fond of multiplying entities, and supposing different historical 
personages of the same name, in order to introduce an apparent 
smoothness in the chronology — they have here blended into one 
person Amphién the son of Antiopé and Amphion the father of 
Chloris, who seem clearly distinguished from each other in the 
Odyssey. They have further assigned to the same person all the 
circumstances of the legend of Niobé, which seems to have been 
originally framed quite apart from the sons of Antiopé. 
Amphién and Zéthus being removed, Laius became king of 
Thébes. With him commences the ever-celebrated series of ad- 
ventures of Cédipus and his family. Laius forewarned by the 
oracle that any son whom he might beget would kill him, caused 
Cidipus as soon as he was born to be exposed on Mount Kithe- 
ron. Here the herdsmen of Polybus king of Corinth acciden- 
tally found him and conveyed him to their master, who brought 
him up as his own child. In spite of the kindest treatment, 
however, Cidipus when he grew up found himself exposed to 
taunts on the score of his unknown parentage, and went to Delphi 
to inquire of the god the name of his real father. He received 
for answer an admonition not to go back to his country ; if he did 
so, it was his destiny to kill his father and become the husband of 
his mother. Knowing no other country but Corinth, he accord- 
ingly determined to keep away from that city, and quitted Delphi 
by the road towards Beedtia and Phokis. At the exact spot 


‘See Valckenaer. Diatribé in Eurip. Relig. cap. 7, p. 58; Welcker, 
Griechisch. Tragod. ii. p. 811. There is a striking resemblance between the 
Antiopé of Euripidés and the Tyré of Sophoklés in many points. 

Plato in his Gorgias has preserved a few fragments, and a tolerably clear 
general idea of the characters of Zéthus and Amphion (Gorg. 90-92); see 
also Horat. Epist. i. 18, 42. 

Both Livius and Pacuvius had tragedies on the scheme of this of Euripi 
4és, the former seemirgly a translation. 
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where the roads leading to these two countries ferked, he met 
Laius in a chariot drawn by mules, when the insolence of one of 
the attendants brought on an angry quarrel, in which Cédipus 
killed Laius, not knowing him to be his father. The exact 
place where this event happened, called the Divided Way!, was 
memorable in the eyes of all literary Greeks, and is specially 
adverted to by Pausanias in his periegesis. 

On the death of Laius, Kreén, the brother of Jokasta, suc 
ceeded to the kingdom of Thébes. At this time the country was 
under the displeasure of the gods, and was vexed by a terrible 
monster, with the face of a woman, the wings of a bird, and the 
tail of a lion, called the Sphinx?— sent by the wrath of Héré 
and occupying the neighboring mountain of Phikium. The 
Sphinx had learned from the Muses a riddle, which she proposed 
to the Thébans to resolve: on every occasion of failure she took 
away one of the citizens and ate him up. Still no person could 
solve the riddle; and so great was the suffering occasioned, that 
Kreén was obliged to offer both the crown and the nuptials of 
his sister Jokasta to any one who could achieve the salvation of 
the city. At this juncture Cidipus arrived and solved the rid- 
dle : upon which the Sphinx immediately threw herself from the 
acropolis and disappeared. As a recompense for this service, 
Ckdipus was made king of Thébes, and married Jokasta, not 
aware that she was his mother. 

These main tragical circumstances — that Cidipus had ig- 
norantly killed his father and married his mother —belong to 
the oldest form of the legend as it stands in the Odyssey. The 
gods (itis added in that poem) quickly made the facts known to 
mankind. Hpikasta (so Jokasta is here called) in an agony of 
sorrow hanged herself: CEdipus remained king of the Kad- 
meians, but underwent many and great miseries, such as the 


* See the description of the locality in K. O. Miller (Orchomenos, e. i. p. 
37). 
Ihe tombs of Laius and his attendant were still seen there in the days of 
Pausanias (x. 5, 2). 

* Apollodér. iii. 5, 8. An author named Lykus, in his work entitled Thé- 
baica, ascribed this visitation to the anger of Dionysus (Schol. Hesiod, 
Theogon. 326). The Sphinx (or Phix, from the Boedtian Mount Phikiam) 
is as old as the Hesiodic Theogony, — ix’ dAdnv Téxe, Kadueioiow breSpow 
(Theog. 326). 
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Erinnyes, who avenge an injured mother, inflict.1 A passage in 
the Lliad implies that he died at Thébes, since it mentions tlhe 
funeral games which were celebrated there in honor of him. 
His misfortunes were recounted by Nestér, in the old Cyprian 
verses, among the stories of aforetime.? A fatal curse hung both 
upon himself and upon his children, Eteoklés, Polynikés, Anti- 
goné and Isméné. According to that narrative which the Atti¢ 
tragedians have rendered universally current, they were his chil: 
dren by Jokasta, the disclosure of her true relationship to him 
having been very long deferred. But the ancient epic called 
Cidipodia, treading more closely in the footsteps of Homer, rep- 
resented him as having after her death married a second wife, 
RKuryganeia, by whom the four children were born to him: and 
the painter Onatas adopted this story in preference (o that of 
Sophoklés.3 


' Odyss. xi. 270. Odysseus, describing what he saw in the under-world, 

Bays, — 
Myrépa 7’ Oiderddao idov, KaAnv ’Exixdorny, 
"H péya épyov Epetev aidpetyar vdoro, 
Typapévn ¢ viet: 6 0 bv rarép’ &evapitac 
Tixuev’ ddap 0 dvarvora Seol Sécav dv3porotot. 
AAD’ 6 uév Ev OB TOALAPATHY GAyea Tacyxar, 
Kaduciov jvacae, SeGv dAdac did Bovade - 
'H_ 0’ éBy cic Aiddo rvAdprao Kparepoio 
‘Apapuévn Bpoxov aindy ad’ tpHaroto weAadpov, 
"Q dyxel cxouévn’ TO 0 dAyea KGAA’ dricow 
TloAAd war’, bo0a Te pentpo¢ ’Epivviec éxteA€ovov. 

Tliad, xxiii. 680, with the scholiast who cites Hesiod. Proclus, Argum 
ad Cypria, ap. Dintzer, Fragm. Epic. Gree. p. 10. Néorwp dé év mapexBacet 
Oinysirat...... kal Ta wept Oidirovr, ete. 

3 Pausan. ix. 5,5. Compare the narrative from Peisander in Schol. ad 
Eurip. Phoeniss. 1773; where, however, the blindness of Gidipus seems to 
be unconsciously interpolated out of the tragedians. In the old narrative 
of the Cyclic Thébais, Gidipus does not seem to be represented as blind 
(Leutsch, Thebaidis Cyclici Reliquise, Gotting. 1830, p. 42). 

Pherekydés (ap. Schol. Eurip. Pheeniss. 52) tells us that Gidipus had three 
children by Jokasta, who were all killed by Erginus and the Minyz (this 
must refer to incidents in the old poems which we cannot now recover) ; 
then the four celebrated children by Euryganeia; lastly, that he married a 
third wife, Astymedusa. Apollodérus follows the narrative of the trage- 
dians, but alludes to the different version about Euryganeia, — elo 0’ of gaow, 
ete. (iii. 5, 8). 

Hellanikus (ap. Schol. Eur. Pheeniss. 59) mentioned the self-inflicted blind 
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The disputes of Eteoklés and Polynikés for the throne of their 
father gave occasion not only to a series of tragical family inci- 
dents, but also to one of the great quasi-historical events of legen- 
dary Greece —the two sieges of Thébes by Adrastus, king of 
Argos. The two ancient epic poems called the Thébais and the 
Epigoni (if indeed both were not parts of one very comprehen- 
sive poem) detailed these events at great length, and as it appears, 
with distinguished poetical merit; for Pausanias pronounces the 
Cyclic Thébais (so it was called by the subsequent critics to dis- 
tinguish it from the more modern Thébais of Antimachus) infe- 
rior only to the Iliad and Odyssey ; and the ancient elegiac poet 
Kallinus treated it as an Homeric composition.! Of this once- 
valued poem we unfortunately possess nothing but a few scanty 
fragments. The leading points of the legend are briefly glanced 
at in the Iliad; but our knowledge of the details is chiefly derived 
from the Attic tragedians, who transformed the narratives of their 
predecessors at pleasure, and whose popularity constantly eclips- 
ed and obliterated the ancient version. Antimachus of Kolophén, 
contemporary with Euripidés, in his long epic, probably took no 
less liberties with the old narrative. His Thébaid never became 
generally popular, but it exhibited marks of study and elabora- 
tion which recommended it to the esteem of the Alexandrine 
critics, and probably contributed to discredit in their eyes the old 
eyclic poem. 

The logographers, who gave a continuous history of this siege 
of Thébes, had at least three preéxisting epic poems — the Thé- 
bias, the C&dipodia, and the Alkmdénis,— from which they 


ness of Cidipus; but it seems doubtful whether this circumstance was inclu: 
ded in the narrative of Pherekydés. 

' Pausan, ix.9.3. “Emointy 0& é¢ rov moAEuov TodTov Kal Er7n, OnBaicg Ta 
O& érn TavTa Kaddivoc, adtkouevocg abtov é¢ wrpunv, édnoev “Ounpov rov 
mooavra eivat. Kadrivy 62 roAaoi te al dé.or Adyov Kata TadTa éyvwcar ° 
éyd 0& THY roljoww Tabtny meta ye Idtdda Kal Ta éxn Ta bc ’Odvocéa éraivd 
padwora. The name in the text of Pausanias stands KaAaivoc, an unknown 
person: most of the critics recognize the propriety of substituting KaA2cvoc, 
and Leutsch and Welcker have given very sufficient reasons for doing so. 

The ’Augiapew e&eAacia é¢ O78ac, alluded to in the pseudo-Herodotean 


life of Homer, seems to be the description of a special passage in this ‘The 
bai 
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could borrow. The subject was also handled in some of the He- 
siodic poems, but we do not know to what extent.!. The Thébais 
was composed more in honor of Argos than of Thébes, as the 
first line of it, one of the few fragments still preserved, beto 
kens.? 


SIEGES OF THEBES. 


The legend, about to recount fraternal dissension of the most 
implacable kind, comprehending in its results not only the imme- 
diate relations of the infuriated brothers, but many chosen com- 
panions of the heroic race along with them, takes its start from 
the paternal curse of C£idipus, which overhangs and determines 
all the gloomy sequel. 

CEdipus, though king of Thébes and father of four children 
by Euryganeia (according to the Cidipodia), has become the de- 
voted victim of the Erinnyes, in consequence of the self-inflicted 
death of his mother, which he has unconsciously caused, as well 
as of his unintentional parricide. ‘Though he had long forsworn 
the use of all the ornaments and luxuries which his father had in- 
herited from his kingly progenitors, yet when through age he had 
come to be dependent upon his two sons, Polynikés one day broke 
through this interdict, and set before him the silver table and the 
splendid wine-cup of Kadmus,-which Laius had always been ac- 
customed to employ. The old king had no sooner seen these 
precious appendages of the regal life of his father, than his mind 
was overrun by a calamitous phrenzy, and he imprecated terrible 
curses on his sons, predicting that there would be bitter and end- 
less warfare between them. The goddess Erinnys heard and 
heeded him ; and he repeated the curse again on another occasion, 
when his sons, who had always been accustomed to send to him 
the shoulder of the victims sacrificed on the altar, caused the but- 


1 Hesiod, ap. Schol. Iliad. xxiii. 680, which passage does not seem to m@ 
go much at variance with the incidents stated in other poets as Leutsch 
imagines. 

2"Anyoc detde, Sed, ToAvdiiov, érSev avaxreg (see Leutsch, ib. c. 4. p 
29). 
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tock to be served to him in place of it. He resented this us an 
insult, and prayed the gods that they might perish each by the 
hand of the other. Throughout the tragedians as well as in the 
old epic, the paternal curse, springing immediately from the mis- 
guided C&dipus himself, but remotely from the parricide and 
incest with which he has tainted his breed, is seen to domineer 
over the course of events — the Erinnys who executes that curse 
being the irresistible, though concealed, agent. A®schylus not 
only preserves the fatal efficiency of the paternal curse, but even 
briefly glances at the causes assigned for it in the Thébais, with- 
out superadding any new motives. In the judgment of Sopho- 
klés, or of his audience, the conception of a father cursing his 
sons upon such apparently trifling grounds was odious; and that 
great poet introduced many aggravating circumstances, describing 
the old blind father as having been barbarously turned out of 
doors by his sons to wander abroad in exile and poverty. ‘Though 
by this change he rendered his poem more coherent and self- 
justifying, yet he departed, from the spirit of the old legend, 


1 Fragm. of the Thébais, ap. Athene. xii. p. 465, 671 ob 7@ mapéSqKav éxra- 
uata & annyopevKel, Aéywr obTuC. 
Adbrap 6 dtoyévng now EavbO¢ Tlodvveixne 
Ilpora wév Oidimods kadjv rapéSnke rparevav 
Apyupénv Kadpuowo Seddpovoc: abtrap ére:ta 
Xptocov éuTAnoev Kadov dérrac Hdeog oivov* 
Abrdp by &¢ ¢paodn rapakeiweva tatpoc éoio 
Tijevta yépa, péya of kakdy éurrece Suud. 
Aiwa d& watotvy éotot per’ audoréporow éenapac 
*Apyanéac Hodro: Sedv 0 ob AavSav’ "Epwvvby 
‘Qe od of matpoa y’ évi giAétyTL dacatyTo, 
Hiev 0’ duporéporg aiel woAEuol Te wayal Te. 
See Leutsch, Thebaid. Cycl. Relig, p. 38. 
The other fragment frem the same Thébais is cited by the Schol. ad Soph 
Qkdip. Colon. 1378.— 
*loxlov wc évonoe, yaual Bader, elmé Te poidvov: 
"Q ror éyo, maidée por bveideiovtes Exempay. 
Bixro Aut 3aovdqi Kat GAAow aVavaro.on, 
Xepaiv bm’ GhAHAwy KataBjwevar *Aidoc ciow. 
Td 6& raparAgowa TH érrorrorg Kat Aloyvioc év toic "Extra én? OfBac. In 
spite of the protest of Schutz, in his note, I think that the scholiast has un- 


derstood the words én:xorog tpopdc (Sept. ad Theb. 787) in their plain and 
lust meaning 
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according to which CEdipus has contracted by his unconscious 
misdeeds an incurable taint destined to pass onward to his progeny. 
{lis mind is alienated, and he curses them, not because he has 
suffered seriously by their guilt, but because he is made the blind 
instrument of an avenging Erinnys for the ruin of the house of 
Laius.! 

After the death of Cidipus and the celebration of his funeral 
games, at which amongst others, Argeia, daughter of Adrastus 
(afterwards the wife of Polynikés), was present,? his two sons 
soon quarrelled respecting the succession. The circumstances 
are differently related; but it appears that, according to the orig- 
inal narrative, the wrong and injustice was on the part of Poly- 
nikés, who, however, was obliged to leave Thébes and to seek 
shelter with Adrastus, king of Argos. Here he met Tydeus, a 
fugitive, at the same time, from A‘télia: it was dark when they 
arrived, and a broil ensued between the two exiles, but Adrastus 
came out and parted them. He had been enjoined by an oracle 
to give his two daughters in marriage to a lion and a boar, and 
he thought this occasion had now arrived, inasmuch as one of the 
combatants carried on his shield a lion, the other a boar. He 
accordingly gave Deipylé in marriage to Tydeus, and Argeia to 
Polynikés: moreover, he resolved to restore by armed resistance 


1 The curses of Cidipus are very frequently and emphatically dwelt upon 
both by Aischylus and Sophoklés (Sept. ad Theb. 70-586, 655-697, etc. ; 
Qidip. Colon. 1293-1378). The former continues the same point of view 
as the Thébais, when he mentions — 

Aiee teenemcenab Tag mepedduovg 
Kardpag BAapippovoc Oldir6da (727) ; 
or, Adyovu 7’ cvola Kal dpevov "Hpivvbc¢ (Soph. Antig. 584). 

The Scholiast on Sophoklés (Cid. Col. 1378) treats the cause assigned by 
the ancient Thébais for the curse vented by Cidipus as trivial and ludicrous. 

The Mgeids at Sparta, who traced their descent to Kadmus, suffered from 
terrible maladies which destroyed the lives of their children; an oracle di- 
rected them to appease the Erinnyes of Laius and Cidipus by erecting a 
temple, upon which the maladies speedily ceased (Herodot. iv.). 

2 Hesiod. ap. Schol. Iliad. xxiii. 680. 

3 Apollodor. iii. 5, 9; Hygin. f. 69; AMschyl. Sept. ad Theb. 573. Hyginus 
says that Polynikés came clothed in the skin of a lion, and Tydeus in that 
of e. boar; perhaps after Antimachus, who said that Tydeus had been brought 
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On proposing the expedition to the Argeian chiefs around him 
he found most of them willing auxiliaries; but Amphiaraus — 
formerly his bitter opponent, but now reconciled to him, and 
husband of his sister Eriphylé— strongly opposed him.! He 
denounced the enterprise as unjust and contrary to the will of 
the gods. Again, being of a prophetic stock, descended from 
Melampus, he foretold the certain death both of himself and of 
the principal leaders, should they involve themselves as accom- 
plices in the mad violence of Tydeus or the criminal ambition of 
Polynikés. Amphiaréus, already distinguished both in the Kaly- 
dénian boar-hunt and in the funeral games of Pelias, was in the 
Théban war the most conspicuous of all the heroes, and absolutely 
indispensable to its success. But his reluctance to engage in it 
was invincible, nor was it possible to prevail upon him except 
through the influence of his wife Eriphylé. Polynikés, having 
brought with him from Thébes the splendid robe and necklace 
given by the gods to Harmonia on her marriage with Kadmus, 
offered it as a bribe to Eriphylé, on condition that she would 
influence the determination of Amphiaraus. The sordid wife, 
seduced by so matchless a present, betrayed the lurking-place of 
her husband, and involved him in the fatal expedition.2 Amphia- 
raius, reluctantly dragged forth, and foreknowing the disastrous 
issue of the expedition both to himself and to his ‘associates, 
addressed his last injunctions, at the moment of mounting his 
chariot, to his sons Alkmzén and Amphilochus, commanding 
Alkmzén to avenge his approaching death by killing the venal 
Eriphylé, and by undertaking a second expedition against Thébes. 

The Attic dramatists describe this expedition as having been 
conducted by seven chiefs, one to each of the seven celebrated 
gates of Thébes. But the Cyclic Thébais gave to it a much 


up by swineherds (Antimach. Fragm. 27, ed. Diimtzer; ap. Schol. Iliad. iv. 
400). Very probably, however, the old Thébais compared Tydeus and Poly- 
nikés to a lion and a boar,on account of their courage and fierceness; a 
simile quite in the Homeric character. Mnaseas gave the words of the oracle 
{ap. Schol. Eurip. Pheeniss. 411). 

' See Pindar, Nem. ix. 30, with the instructive Scholium 

* Apollodor. iii. 6,2. The treachery of “the hateful Eriphylé” is noticed 
in the Odyssey, xi. 327: Odysseus sees her in the under-warld along with 
the many wives and daughters of the heroes. 
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more comprehensive character, mentioning auxiliaries from 
Arcadia, Messéné, and various parts of Peloponnésus;! and the 
application of ‘Tydeus and Polynikés at Mykénz in the course of 
their circuit made to collect allies, is mentioned in the Iliad. 
They were well received at Mykéne; but the warning signals 
given by the gods were so terrible that no Mykenwan could 
venture to accompany them.? The seven principal chiefs how- 
ever were Adrastus, Amphiardus, Kapaneus, Hippomed6n, Par- 
thenopeus. Tydeus and Polynikés2 When the army had 
advanced. as far as the river Asdpus, a halt was made for sacrifice 
and banquet; while Tydeus was sent to Thébes as envoy to 
demand the restoration of Polynikés to his rights. His demand 
was refused; but finding the chief Kadmeians assembled at the 
banquet in the house of Eteoklés, he challenged them all to con- 
tend with him in boxing or wrestling. So efficacious was the aid 
of the goddess Athéné that he overcame them all; and the Kad- 
meians were so indignant at their defeat, that they placed an 
ambuscade of fifty men to intercept him in his way back to the 
army. All of them perished by the hand of this warrior, small 
in stature and of few words, but desperate and irresistible in the 
fight. One alone was spared, Mzon, in consequence of special 
signals from the gods.4 

The Kadmeians, assisted by their allies the Phékians and the 
Phlegyz, marched out to resist the invaders, and fought a battle 


1 Pausan. ii. 20,4; ix. 9,1. His testimony to this, as he had read and 
admired the Cyclic Thébais, seems quite sufficient, in spite of the opinion of 
Welcker to the contrary (Aischylische Trilogie. p. 375). 

? Jliad, iv. 376. 

3 There are differences in respect to the names of the seven: Atschylus 
(Sept. ad Theb. 461) leaves out Adrastus as one of the seven, and includes 
Eteoklus instead of him; others left out Tydeus and Polynikés, and inserted 
Eteoklus and Mekisteus (Apollodé6r. iii. 6,3). Antimachus, in his poetical 
Thébats, called Parthenopeus an Argeian, not an Arcadian (Schol. ad 
Aschyl. Sept. ad. Theb. 532). 

4 Tliad, iv. 381-400, with the Schol. The first celebration of the Nemean 
games is connected with this march of the army of Adrastus against Thébes: 
they were celebrated in honor of Archemorus, the infant son of Lykurgus, 
who had beea killed by a serpent while his nurse Hypsipylé went to show the 
fountain to the thirsty Argeian chiefs (Apollod. iii. 6,4; Schol. ad Pindar 
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near tue Isménian hill, in which they were defeated and forced to 
retire within the walls. The prophet Teiresias acquainted them 
that if Mencekeus, son of Kredén, would offer himself as a victim 
to Arés, victory would be assured to Thébes. The generous 
youth, as soon as he learnt that his life was to be the price of 
safety to his country, went and slew himself before the gates. 
The heroes along with Adrastus now commenced a vigorous 
attack upon the town, each of the seven selecting one of the gates 
to assault. The contest was long and strenuously maintained 

but the devotion of Mencekeus had procured for the Thébans the 
protection of the gods. Parthenopzus was killed with a stone by 
Periklymenus; and when the furious Kapaneus, having planted 
a scaling-ladder, had mounted the walls, he was smitten by .a 
thunderbolt from Zeus and cast down dead upon the earth. ‘This 
event struck terror into the Argeians, and Adrastus called back 
his troops from the attack. The Thébans now sallied forth to 
pursue them, when Eteoklés, arresting the battle, proposed to 
decide the controversy by single combat with his brother. ‘The 
challenge, eagerly accepted by Polynikés, was agreed to -by 
Adrastus: a single combat ensued between the two brothers, in 
which both were exasperated to fury and both ultimately slain by 
each other’s hand. This equal termination left the result of the 
general contest still undetermined, and the bulk of the.two armies 
renewed the fight. In the sanguinary struggle which ensued the 
sons of Astakus on the Théban side displayed the most conspicu- 
ous and successful valor. One of them,! Melanippus, mortally 
wounded Tydeus— while two others, Leades and Amphidikus, 
killed Eteoklus and Hippomedén. Amphiardus avenged Tydeus 
by killing Melanippus; but unable to arrest the rout of the army, 


The story recounted that the head of Melanippus was brought to Tydeus 
as he was about to expire of his wound, and that he knawed it with his teeth, 
a story touched upon by Sophoklés (apud Herodian. in Rhetor. Gree. t. viii, 
p. 601, Walz.). 

The lyric poet Bacchylidés (ap. Schol. Aristoph. Aves, 1535) seems to have 
handled the story even earlier than Sophoklés. 

We find the same allegation embodied in charges against real historical 
men: the invective of Montanus against Aquilius Regulus, at the beginning 
of the reign of Vespasian, affirmed, “ datam interfectori Pisonis pecuniam @ 
Gegulo, appetitumque morsu Pisonis cap +” (Tacit Hist. iv. 42). 
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he ifled with ‘the rest, closely pursued by Periklymenus. ‘T'he 
latter was aboutito:pierce him with his spear, when the beneficence 
of Zeus rescued him from this disgrace — miraculously opening 
the earth under him, so that Amphiarius with his chariot and 
horses was received unscathed into her bosom.! The exact spot 
where this memorable incident happened was indicated by a se- 
pulchral building, and shown by the Thébans down to the days of 
Pausanias — its sanctity being attested by the fact, that no animal 
would consent to touch the herbage which grew within the sacred 
inclosure. Amphiarius, rendered immortal by Zeus, was wor- 
shipped as a god at Argos, at Thébes and at Orépus — and for 
many centuries gave answers at his oracle to the questions of the 
pious applicant.2 


' Apollodér. iii. 6,8. Pindar, Olymp. vi. 11; Nem. ix. 13-27. Pausan. 
ix. 8, 2; 18, 2-4. 

Ruripidés, in the Pheenisss (1122 segg.), describes the battle generally ; see 
also Aisch. 8. Th. 392. It appears by Pausanias that the Thébans had 
poems or legends of their own, relative to this war: they dissented in various 
points from the Cyclic Thébais (ix. 18,4). The Thébais said that Perikly- 
menus had killed Parthenopseus; the Thébans assigned this exploit to 
Asphodikus, a warrior not commemorated by any of the poets known to us. 

The village of Harma, between Tanagra and Mykaléssus, was affirmed by 
some to have been the spot where Amphiarius closed his life (Strabo, ix. p 
404): Sophoklés placed the scene at the Amphiareium near Orépus (ap 
Strabon. ix. p. 399). 

2 Pindar, Olymp. vi. 16. “Extra 0 ére:ta nupdv véxpwv tedeadévtwr 
Taraiovidac Kirev év OnBaor toobtév te éro¢: IloSéw otpatiace do9aAudv 
éudc ’Audorepor, pavtiv 7 ayadov Kat dovpt uayeodat. 

The scholiast affirms that these last expressions are borrowed by Pindar 
from the Cyclic Thebais. 

The temple of Amphiaraus (Pausan. ii. 23, 2), his oracle, seems to have 
been inferior in estimation only to that of Delphi (Herodot. i. 52; Pausan. i- 
34; Cicero, Divin. i. 40). . Croesus sent a rich present to Amphiaraus, 7v96- 
peEvoc adTod THY Te dpeTHy Kal THY wadnv (Herod. |. c); a striking proof how 
these interesting legends were recounted and believed as genuine historical 
facts. Other adventures of Amphiaraus in the expedition against Thébes 
were commemorated. in the carvings on the Thronus at Amykle (Pausan. 
iii. 18, 4). 

JEschylus (Sept. Theb. 611) seems to enter into the Théban view, doubt- 
less highly respectful towards Amphiarius, when he places im the mouth of 
the Kadmeian king Eteoklés such high encomiums on Amphiaréus, and se 
marked a eontrast with the other chiefs from Argos. 
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Adrastus, thus deprived of the prophet and warrior wham he 
regarded as “ the eye of his army,” and having seen the other 
chiefs killed in the disastrous fight, was forced to take flight sin- 
gly, and was preserved by the matchless swiftness of his horse 
Areién, the offspring of Poseidén. He reached Argos on his 
return, bringing with him nothing except “ his garments of woe 
and his black-maned steed.”! 

Kreon, father of the heroic youth Mencekeus, succeeding to 
the administration of Thébes after the death of the two hostile 
brothers and the repulse of Adrastus, caused Eteoklés to be 
buried with distinguished honor, but cast out ignominiously the 
body of Polynikés as a traitor to his country, forbidding every 
one on pain of death to consign it to the tomb. He likewise 
refused permission to Adrastus to inter the bodies of his fallen 
comrades. ‘This proceeding, so offensive to Grecian feeling, gave 
rise to two further tales; one of them at least of the highest 
pathos and interest. Antigoné, the sister of Polynikés, heard 
with indignation the revolting edict consigning her brother’s body 
to the dogs and vultures, and depriving it of those rites which 
were considered essential to the repose of the dead. Unmoved 
by the dissuading counsel of an affectionate but timid sister, and 
unable to procure assistance, she determined to brave the hazard 
and to bury the body with her own hands. She was detected in 
the act; and Kredén, though forewarned by Teiresias of the con- 
sequences, gave orders that she should be buried alive, as having 
deliberately set at naught the solemn edict of the city. His son 
Heemon, to whom she was engaged to be married, in vain inter- 
ceded for her life. In an agony of despair he slew himself in 
the sepulchre to which the living Antigoné had been consigned; 


* Pausan. viii 25, 5, from the Cyclic Thébats, Eiuara Avypa dépwv adr 
"Apeiove kvavoyairn; also Apollodér. iii 6, 8. 

The celebrity of the horse Areién was extolled in the Iliad (xxiii. 346), 
in the Cyclic Thébais, and also in the Thébais of Antimachus (Pausan. lL 
c.): by the Arcadians of Thelpusia he was said to be the offspring of Démé- 
tér by Poseidon, — he, and a daughter whose name Pausanias will not com 
munieate to the uninitiated (7¢ To dvoua é¢ dreAéoroug Aéyew ov vomitovor 
l.c.). A different story is in the Schol. Iliad. xxiii. 346; and in Antimach. 
as, who affirmed that “ Geea herself had produced him, as a wonder to mor 
tal men” (see Antimach. Frag. 16. p. 109; Fpic. Gree. Frag. ed. Diintzer). 
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and his mother Eurydiké, the wife of Kreén, incvasolable for his 
death, perished by her own hand. And thus the new light which 
seemed to be springing up over the last remaining scion of the 
devoted family of C&dipus, is extinguished amidst gloom and 
horrors — which overshadowed also the house and dynasty of 
Kreén.! . 

The other tale stands more apart from the original legend, 
and seems to have had its origin in the patriotic pride of the 
Athenians. Adrastus, unable to obtain permission from the Thé- 
bans to inter the fallen chieftains, presented himself in suppliant 
guise, accompanied by their disconsolate mothers, to Théseus at 
Eleusis. He implored the Athenian warrior to extort from the 
perverse Thébans that last melancholy privilege which no decent 
or pious Greeks ever thought of withholding, and thus to stand 
forth as the champion of Grecian public morality in one of its 
most essential points, not less than of the rights of the subterra- 
nean gods. ‘The Thébans obstinately persisting in their refusal, 
Théseus undertook an expedition against their city, vanquished 
them in the field, and compelled them by force of arms to permit 
the sepulture of their fallen enemies. This chivalrous interposi- 
tion, celebrated in one of the preserved dramas of Euripidés, 
formed a subject of glorious recollection to the Athenians through 
out the historical age: their orators dwelt upon it in terms of 
animated panegyric; and it seems to have been accepted as a 
real fact of the past time, with not less implicit conviction than 
the battle of Marathén.2 But the Thébans, though equally per- 
suaded of the truth of the main story, dissented from the Athe- 
nian version of it, maintaining that they had given up the bodies 
for sepulture voluntarily and of their own accord. . The tomb of 


1 Sophokl. Antigon. 581. Nov ydp éoyarac bmép ‘Pilac éréraro diog ev 
Oldizov douotg, ete. 

The pathetic tale here briefly recounted forms the subject of this beautiful 
tragedy of Sophoklés, the argument of which is supposed by Boeckh to have 
been borrowed in its primary rudiments from the Cyclic Thébais or the 
Cidipodia (Boeckh, Dissertation appended to his translation of the Anti- 
goné, c. x. p. 146); see Apollodér. iii. 7, 1. 

Zischylus also touches upon the heroism of Antigoné (Sep. Theb. 98). 

2 Apollodér. iii. 7, 1; Hurip. Supp. passim; Herodot. ix 27; Plato, Menex 
sn. c, 9; Lysias, Epitaph. ec 4; Isokrat. Orat. Panegyr. p 196, Auger 
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the chieftains was shown near Eleusis even in the days of Panu- 
sanias.! 

A large proportion both of the interesting persons and of the 
exalted acts of legendary Greece belongs to the female sex. Nor 
can we on this occasion pass over the name of Evadné, the de- 
voted widow of Kapaneus, who cast herself on the funeral pile 
of her husband and perished. 

The defeat of the seven chiefs before Thébes was amply aven- 
ged by their sons, again under the guidance of Adrastus : —Aigia- 
leus son of Adrastus, Thersander son of Polynikés, Alkmzon 
and Amphilochus, sons of Amphiaraus, Diomédés son of Tydeus, 
Sthenelus son of Kapaneus, Promachus son of Parthenopzus, and 
Euryalus son of Mekistheus, joined in this expedition. ‘Though 
all these youthful warriors, called the Epigoni, took part in the 
expedition, the grand and prominent place appears to have been 
occupied by Alkmzdén, son of Amphiardus. Assistance was 
given to them from Corinth and Megara, as well as from Mes- 
séné and Arcadia; while Zeus manifested his favorable disposi- 
tions by signals not to be mistaken.3 At the river Glisas the 
Epigoni were met by the Thébans in arms, and a battle took 
place in which the latter were completely defeated. Laodamas, 
son of Eteoklés, killed AXgialeus, son of Adrastus; but he and 
his army were routed and driven within the walls by the valor 
and energy of Alkmzén. The defeated Kadmeians consulted 
the prophet Teiresias, who informed them that the gods had de- 
clared for their enemies, and that there was no longer any hope 
of successful resistance. By his advice they sent a herald to the 
assailants offering to surrender the town, while they themselves 
conveyed away their wives and children, and fled under the com 


1 Pausan. i. 39, 2. 
2 Hurip. Supplic. 1004-1110 
3 Homer, Iliad, iv. 406. Sthenelus, the companion of Diomédés and one 
tae Epigoni, says to Agamemnon, — 
‘Hueic tor marépwv pcy’ auelvovec ebyoues’ elvar 
‘Hyuetc¢ kat O7nBn¢ Edo¢ eidopev ExtarbhAoro, 
Ilavporepov Aadv dyayov¥ bd Teiyor “Apevov, 
TlevSouevor repdecor Sev kat Znvodc apwyg 
Abroi dé ogerépgoiy dracdarinow dbAovrTo. 
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mand of Laodamas to the Illyrians,! upon which the Epigoni 
entered Thébes, and established Thersander, son of Polynikés, 
on the throne. 

Adrastus, who in the former expedition had been the single 
survivor amongst so many fallen companions, now found himself 
the only exception to the general triumph and joy of the con- 
querors: he had lost his son A%gialeus, and the violent sorrow 
arising from the event prematurely cut short his life. His soft 
voice and persuasive eloquence were proverbial in the ancient 
epic.2, He was worshipped as a hero both at Argos and at Sik- 
yon, but with especial solemnity in the last-mentioned place, 
where his Heréum stood in the public agora, and where his ex- 
ploits as well as his sufferings were celebrated periodically in ly- 
ric tragedies. Melanippus, son of Astakus, the brave defender 
of Thébes, who had slain both Tydeus and Mekistheus, was wor- 
shipped with no less solemnity by the Thébans.e The enmity 
of these two herees rendered it impossible for both of them to be 
worshipped close upon the same spot. Accordingly it came to 
pass during the historical period, about the time of the Solonian 
legislation at Athens, that Kleisthenés, despot of Sikydn, wishing 
to banish the hero Adrastus and abolish the religious solemnities 
celebrated in honor of the latter by the Sikyonians, first applied 
to the Delphian oracle for permission to carry this banishment 
into effect directly and forcibly. That permission being refused, 
he next sent to Thébes an intimation that he was anxious to in- 
troduce their hero Melanippus into Sikyén. The Thébans will- 
ingly consented, and he assigned to the new hero a consecrated 
spot in the strongest and most commanding portion of the Sik- 
yonian prytaneium. He did this (says the historian) “ knowing 
that Adrastus would forthwith go away of his own accord; since 

' Apollod6r. iii. 7,4. Herodot. v. 57-61. Pausan, ix. 5,7; 9, 2. Diodor. 
iv. 65-66. 

Pindar represents Adrastus as concerned in the second expedition against 
Thébes (Pyth. viii. 40-58). 

2TAdcoay 7’ ’Adpjorov pecdiyoynpuv éxot (Tyrteeus, Eleg. 9, 7, Schneide 
win); compare Plato, Pheedr. c. 118. “ Adrasti pallentis imago” meets the 
eye of Aineas in the under-world (Aineid, vi. 480). 

3 About Melanippus, see Pindar, Nem. x.36. His sepulchre was shown 
near the Proetid zates of ‘Tnenes (Pausan, ix. 18, 1). 
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Melanippus was of all persons the most odious to him, as having 
slain both his son-in-law and his brother.” Kleisthenés more- 
over diverted the festivals and sacrifices which had been offered 
to Adrastus, to the newly established hero Melanippus; and the 
lyric tragedies from the worship of Adrastus to that of Diony- 
sus. But his dynasty did not long continue after his decease, 
and the Sikyonians then reéstablished their ancient solemnities.! 

Near the Pretid gate of Thébes were seen the tombs of 
two combatants who had hated each other during life even more 
than Adrastus and Melanippus — the two brothers Eteoklés and 
Polynikés. Even as heroes and objects of worship, they still 
continued to manifest their inextinguishable hostility: those who 
offered sacrifices to them observed that the flame and the smoke 
from the two adjoining altars abhorred all communion, and flew 
off in directions exactly opposite. ‘The Théban exegetes assured 
Pausanias of this fact. And though he did not himself witness 
it, yet having seen with his own eyes a miracle not very dissimi- 
lar at Pioniz in Mysia, he had no difficulty in crediting their 
assertion.? 

Amphiaraus when forced into the first attack of Thébes — 
against his own foreknowledge and against the warnings of the 


' This very curious and illustrative story is contained in Herodot. v. 67. 
"Ere? d8 6 ede Todt ob rapedidov, dneASov driow (Kleisthenés, returning 
from Delphi) éppovrile unyaviy THavTOC 6’AOpHoTOg UTAaAAGES- 
tat. ‘Qe dé of &evpjodar éddxee, wéupac é¢ ONBag Tac Bowwriac, épn VéA Ele 
énayayéoat MeAavirmov tov ’Actakod: of J OnBaior édooav, 'EnnyayeTo 
68 Tov MeAdvirroy 6 KAevodévyc, kal yap TovTo del annynoacdal, ac tyS.o- 
tov tovta ‘Adpyotw: b¢ Tov Te adéAdeov MykioTéa amekToves, Kai TOY yap- 
Bpov Tvdéa. 

The Sikyonians (Herodotus says) 7a re 07 GAAa ériuwv Tov “Adpyotor, Kat 
mpoc TA Tae abTod TpayiKoioL Yopotor éyépaipov: Tov wiv ALévucov ob Tiué- 
wytec, Tov dé “Adpnorov. 

Adrastus was worshipped as a hero at Megara as well as at Sikyén: the 
Megarians affirmed that he had died there on his way back from Thébes 
(Pausan. i. 43, 1; Dieuchidas, ap. Schol. ad Pindar. Nem. ix. 31). Hig 
house at Argos was still shown when Pausanias visited the town (ii. 23, 2). 

* Pausan. ix. 18,3. Td én’ aitoic dpauevra od Yeackpevog mioTd buor 
breiAnoa eivac. Compare Hygin. f. 68. 

“Ht nova fraterno yeniet concordia fumo, 
Quem vetus accensa separat ira pyra.” (Ovid, Ibis, 35.' 
The tale was copied by Ovid from Kallimachus (Trist. v. 5, 38.) 
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gods — had enjoined his sons Alkmwén and Amphilochus not 
only to avenge his death upon the Thébans, but also tv punish 
the treachery of their mother, “ Eriphylé, the destroyer of her 
husband.”! In obedience to this command, and having obtained 
the sanction of the Delphian oracle, Alkmz6n slew his mother ;2 
put the awful Evinnys, the avenger of matricide, inflicted on him 
a long and terrible punishment, depriving him of his reason, and 
chasing him about from place to place without the possibility of 
repose or peace of mind. He craved protection and cure from 
the god at Delphi, who required him to dedicate at the temple, as 
an offering, the precious necklace of Kadmus, that irresistible 
bribe which had originally corrupted Eriphylé.3 He further inti- 
mated to the unhappy sufferer, that though the whole earth was 
tainted with his crime, and had become uninhabitable for him, 
yet there was a spot of ground which was not under the eye of 
the sun at the time when the matricide was committed, and where 


1 Avdpodduavr’ KpidbAnv (Pindar, Nem. ix. 16). A poem Lryphilé was 
included among the mythical compositions of Stesichorus: he mentioned in 
it that Asklépius had restored Kapaneus to life, and that he was for that 
reason struck dead by thunder from Zeus (Stesichor. Fragm. Kleine, 18, p. 
74). Two tragedies of Sophoklés once existed, Hpigoni and Alkmadn 
(Welcker, Griechisch. Tragdéd. i. p. 269): a few fragments also remain of the 
Latin Epigoni and Alphesibea of Attius: Ennius and Attius both composed 
or translated from the Greek a Latin Alkmeén (Poet. Scenic. Latin. ed. Both. 
pp. 33, 164, 198). 

® Hyginus gives the fable briefly (f. 73; see also Asclepiadés, ap. Schol. 
Odyss. xi. 326). In like manner, in the case of the matricide of Orestés, 
Apollo not only sanctions, but enjoins the deed; but his protection against 
the avenging rinnyés is very tardy, not taking effect until after Orestés has 
been long persecuted and tormented by them (see Adschyl. Eumen. 76, 197 
462). 

In the Alkmedén of the later tragic writer Thodektés, a distinction was 
drawn: the gods had decreed that Eriphylé should die, but not that Alk- 
ma(n should kill her (Aristot. Rhetoric. ii. 24). Astydamas altered the 
story still more in his tragedy, and introduced Alkmeén as killing his 
mother ignorantly and without being aware who she was (Aristot. Poetic. c, 
27). The murder of Eriphylé by her son was one of the mapeAnupevor 
ui9a. which could not be departed from; but interpretations and qualifica- 
tions were resorted to, in order to prevent it from shocking the softened 
feelings of the spectators: see the criticism of Aristotle on the dédémedén of 
Euripidés (Ethic. Nicom. iii. 1, 8). 

3 Ephorus ap. Athens. vi. p. 232. 
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therefore Alkmzén yet might find a tranquil shelter. The 
promise was realized at the mouth of the river Achel6us, whose 
turbid stream was perpetually depositing new earth and forming 
additional islands. Upon one of these, near Giniade, Alkmzén 
settled, permanently and in peace: he became the primitive 
hero of Akarnania, to which his son Akarnan gave name.! The 
necklace was found among the treasures of Delphi, together with 
that which had been given by Aphrodité to Helen, by the Phé- 
kian plunderers who stripped the temple in the time of Philip 
of Macedén. The Phokian women quarrelled about these valu- 
able ornaments: and we are told that the necklace of Eriphylé 
was allotted to a woman of gloomy and malignant disposition, 
who ended by putting her husband to death; that of Helen to a 
beautiful but volatile wife, who abandoned her husband from a 
sreference for a young Epirot.? 

There were several other legends respecting the distracted 
Alkmz6n, either appropriated or invented by the Attic trage- 
dians. He went to Phégeus, king of Pséphis in Arcadia, whose 
daughter Arsinoé he married, giving as a nuptial present the 
necklace of Eriphylé. Being however unable to remain there, 
in consequence of the unremitting persecutions of the maternal 
Erinnys, he sought shelter at the residence of king Acheléus, 
whose daughter Kallirhoé he made his wife, and on whose soil he 
obtained repose.3 But Kallirhoé would not be satisfied without 


' Thucyd. ii. 68-102. ? Athens. 1. ¢. 

% Apollodér. iii. 7,5-6; Pausan. viii. 24,4. These two authors have pre- 
served the story of the Akarnanians and the old form of the legend, repre- 
senting Alkmzon as having found shelter at the abode of the person or king 
Achel6ous, and married his daughter: Thucydidés omits the personality of 
Achelous, and merely announces the wanderer as haying settled on certain 
new islands deposited by the river. 

I may remark that this is a singularly happy adaptation of a legend to an 
existing topographical fact. Generally speaking, before any such adaptation 
can be rendered plausible, the legend is of necessity much transformed ; here 
it is taken exactly as it stands, and still fits on with great precision. 

Ephorus recounted the whole sequence of events as so much political his- 
tory, divesting it altogether of the legendary character. Alkmz6n and Dio- 
médés, after having taken Thébes with the other Epigoni, jointly undertook 
an expedition into /Xtdlia and Akarnania: they first punished the enemies of 
the old CGineus, grandfather of Diomédés, and established the latter as king 
in Kalydon; next they conquered Akarnania for Alkmeén. Alkmzén, 
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the possession of the necklace of Eriphylé, and Alkmzén went 
back to Pséphis to fetch it, where Phégeus and his sons slew 
him. He had left twin sons, infants, with Kallirhoé, who prayed 
fervently to Zeus that they might be preternaturally invested 
with immediate manhood, in order to revenge the murder of their 
father. Her prayer was granted, and her sons Amphoterus and 
Akarnan, having instantaneously sprung up to manhood, proceed- 
ed into Arcadia, slew the murderers of their father, and brought 
away the necklace of Eriphylé, which they carried to Delphi.! 
Euripidés deviated still more widely from the ancient epic, by 
making Alkmezxo6n the husband of Manto, daughter of Teiresias, 
and the father of Amphilochus. According to the Cyclic Th3- 
bais, Mant6 was consigned by the victorious Epigoni as a special 
offering to the Delphian god; and Amphilochus was son of Am- 
phiaraus, not son of Alkmzén.2 He was the eponymous hero of 
the town called the Amphilochian Argos, in Akarnania, on the 
shore of the Gulf of Ambrakia. Thucydidés tells us that he 
went thither on his return from the Trojan war, being dissatisfied 
with the state of affairs which he found at the Peloponnésian 
Argos. The Akarnanians were remarkable for the numerous 
prophets which they supplied to the rest of Greece: their heroes 


though invited by Agamemnon to join in the Trojan war, would not consent 
to do so (Ephor. ap. Strabo. vii. p. 326; x. p. 462). 

1 Apollodér. iii. 7, 7; Pausan. vili. 24, 3-4. His remarks upon the mis- 
chievous longing of Kallirhoé for the necklace are curious: he ushers them 
in by saying, that “many men, and still more women, are given to fall into 
absurd desires,” ete. He recounts it with all the bonne foc which belongs to 
the most assured matter of fact. 

A short allusion is in Ovid’s Metamorphoses (ix. 412) 

2 Thébaid, Cy. Reliqu. p. 70, Leutsch; Schol. Apollon, Rhod. i. 408. The 
following lines cited in Athenzus (vii. p. 317) are supposed by Boeckhb, with 
probable reason, to be taken from the Cyclic Thébais; a portion of the 
advice of Amphiaraius to his sons at the time of setting out on his last 
expedition, — 

Tlovadirodde jot, Téxvoy, Eywv voov, ’Audiroy’ howe, 

Toiow épapyolov, Tov dv Kata Ojpuov iknat. 
There were two tragedies composed by Euripidés, under the title of ’AAk- 
paiwov, 6 dtd Yopidoc, and ’AAkuaiwy, 6 dia KopivSov (Dindorf, Fragm 


Eurip. p. 77). 
3 Apollodér. iii. 7, 7; Thucyd. ii. 68. 
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were naturally drawn from the great prophetic race of the Me 
lampodids. 

Thus ends the legend of the two sieges of Thébes; the great- 
est event, except the siege of Troy, in the ancient epic; the great- 
est enterprise of war, between Greeks and Greeks, during the 
time of those who are called the Heroes. 


CHAPTER XV. 
LEGEND OF TROY. 


WE now arrive at the capital and culminating point of the 
Grecian epic, — the two sieges and capture of Troy, with the 
destinies of the dispersed heroes, Trojan as well as Grecian, 
after the second and most celebrated capture and destruction of 
the city. 

It would require a large volume to convey any tolerable idea 
of the vast extent and expansion of this interesting fable, first 
handled by so many poets, epic, lyric and tragic, with their end- 
less additions, transformations and contradictions, — then purged 
and recast by historical inquirers, who under color of setting 
aside the exaggerations of the poets, introduced a new vein of 
prosaic invention,— lastly, moralized and allegorized by philoso- 
phers. In the present brief outline of the general field of Gre- 
cian legend, or of that which the Greeks believed to be their an- 
tiquities, the Trojan war can be regarded as only one among a 
large number of incidents upon which Hekatzus and Herodotus 
looked back as constituting their fore-time. Taken as a special 
legendary event, it is indeed of wider and larger interest than 
any other, but it is a mistake to single it out from the rest as if 
it rested upon a different and more trustworthy basis. I must 
therefore confine myself to an abridged narrative of the current 
and leading facts; and amidst the numerous contradictory state- 
ments which are to be found respecting every one of them, ] 
know no better ground of preference than comparative antiquity, 
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though even the oldest tales which we possess — those contained 
in the Tliad — evidently presuppose others of prior date. 

The primitive ancestor of the Trojan [ine of kings is Dardanus, 
son of Zeus, founder and eponymus of Dardania:! in the account 
of later authors, Dardanus was called the son of Zeus by Elektra, 
daughter of Atlas, and was further said to have come from Samo- 
thrace, or from Arcadia, or from Italy ;2 but of this Homer inen- 
tions nothing. The first Dardanian town founded by him was in 
a lofty position on the descent of Mount Ida; for he was not yet 
strong enough to establish himself on the plain. But his son 
Erichthonius, by the favor cf Zeus, became the wealthiest of man- 
kind. His flocks and herds having multiplied, he had in his pas- 
tures three thousand mares, the offspring of some of whom, by 
Boreas, produced horses of preternatural swiftness. Trds, the 
son of Erichthonius, and the eponym of the Trojans, had three 
sons — Ilus, Assaracus, and the beautiful Ganymédés, whom Zeus 
stole away to become his cup-bearer in Olympus, giving to his 
father Trds, as the price of the youth, a team of immortal horses. 

From Ilus and Assaracus the Trojan and Dardanian lines di- 
verge; the former passing from Ilus to Laomedén, Priam and 
Hector; the latter from Assaracus to Capys, Anchisés and 
/Eneas. Ilus founded in the plain of Troy the holy city of 
Tlium; Assaracus and his descendants remained sovereigns of 
Dardania.4 

It was under the proud Laomedén, son of Tus, that Poseid6én 
and Apollo underwent, by command of Zeus, a temporary servi- 
tude ; the former building the walls of the town, the latter tending 
the flocks and herds. When their task was completed and the 
penal period had expired, they claimed the stipulated reward ; 
but Laomedon angrily repudiated their demand, and even threat- 
ened to cut off their ears, to tie them hand and foot, and to sell 
them in some distant island as slaves.65 He was punished for this 


1 Tliad, xx. 215. 

2 Hellanik. Fragm. 129, Didot; Dionys. Hal. i. 50-61; Apollodor. iii. 12, 
1; Schol. Iliad. xviii. 486 ; Varro, ap. Servium ad Virgil. Auneid. iii 167 
Kephalon. Gergithius ap. Steph. Byz. v. ’Apio/3. 

3 Tliad, v. 265; Hellanik. Fr. 146; Apollod. ii. 5, 9. 

4 Iliad, xx. 236. 

* Jliad, vii. 451; xxi. 456. Hesiod. ap. Schol. Lycophr. 393 
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treachery by @ sea-monster, whom Poseidén sent to ravage his 
fields and to destroy his subjects. Laomedér publicly offered the 
immortal horses given by Zeus to his father Trés, as a reward to any 
one who would destroy the monster. But an oracle declared that a 
virgin of noble blood must be surrendered to him, and the lot fell 
upon Hesioné, daughter of Laomedén himself. Héraklés arriving 
at this critical moment, killed the monster by the aid of a fort 
built for him by Athéné and the Trojans,! so as to rescue both the 
exposed maiden and the people ; but Laomedén, by a second act 
of perfidy, gave him mortal horses in place of the matchless ani- 
mals which had been promised. Thus defrauded of his due, Héra- 
klés equipped six ships, attacked and captured ‘Troy and killed 
Laomed6n,2 giving Hesioné to his friend and auxiliary Telamén, 
to whom she bore the celebrated archer Teukros.3 A painful 
sense of this expedition was preserved among the inhabitants of 
the historical town of Ilium, who offered no worship to Héra 
klés.4 

Among all the sons of Laomedén, Priam? was the only one who 
had remonstrated against the refusal of the well-earned guerdon 
of Héraklés; for which the hero recompensed him by placing 
him on the throne. Many and distinguished were his sons and 
daughters, as well by his wife Hekabé, daughter of Kisseus, as 
by other women. Among the sons were Hector,’ Paris, Déipho- 


‘ Iliad, xx. 145; Dionys. Hal. i. 52. 

* Iliad, v. 640. Meneklés (ap. Schol. Venet. ad loc.) affirmed that this 
expedition of Héraklés was a fiction; but Dikearchus gave, besides, other 
exploits of the hero in the same neighborhood, at Thébé Hypoplakié (Schol. 
Thiad. vi. 396). 

* Diod6r. iv. 32-49. Compare Venet. Schol. ad Iliad. viii. 284. 

4 Strabo, xiii. p. 596. 

° As Dardanus, Trés and Ilus are respectively eponyms of Dardania 
Troy and Hium, so Priam is eponym of the acropolis Pergamum. Ilpiayoc is 
in the olie dialect [éppauog (Hesychius): upon which Ahrens remarks, 
“ Ceeterum ex hac MolicA nominis forma apparet, Priamum non minus arcis 
Ilepyauwv eponymum esse, quam Ilum urbis, Troem popwli: Iépyaua enim 
a Ilepiaqua natum est, ¢ in y mutato.” (Ahrens, De Dialecto Molica, 8, 7. p 
56: compare ibid. 28, 8. p. 150, wefp’ dradw). 

® Iliad, vi. 245; xxiv. 495. 

7 Hectér was affirmed, both by Steisichorus and Ibykus, to be the son of 
Apollo (Stesichorus, ap. Schol. Ven. ad Tliad. xxiv. 259; Ibyki Fragm. xiv 
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bus, Helenus, Troilus, Polités, Polydorus ; among the daugliterr 
Laodiké, Kreiisa, Polyxena, and Kassandra. 

The birth of Paris was preceded by formidable presages ; tot 
Hekabé dreamt that she was delivered of a firebrand, and Priam, 
on consulting the soothsayers, was informed that the son about 
to be born would prove fatal to him. Accordingly he directed 
the child to be exposed on Mount Ida; but the inauspicious kind- 
ness of the gods preserved him, and he grew up amidst the flocks 
and herds, active and beautiful, fair of hair and symmetrical in 
person, and the special faverite of Aphrodité.! 

It was to this youth, in his solitary shepherd’s walk on Mount 
Ida, that the three goddesses Héré, Athéné, and Aphrodité were 
conducted, in order that he might determine the dispute respect- 
ing their comparative beauty, which had arisen at the nuptials of 
Péleus and Thetis, — a dispute brought about in pursuance of the 
arrangement, and in accomplishment of the deep-laid designs, of 
Zeus. For Zeus, remarking with pain the immoderate numbers of 
the then existing heroic race, pitied the earth for the overwhelming 
burden which she was compelled to bear, and determined to 
lighten it by exciting a destructive and long-continued war.? 


ed. Schneidewin) : both Kuphori6n (Fr. 125, Meineke) and Alexander Attélus 
follow the same idea. Stesichorus further stated, that after the siege Apolle 
had carried Hekabé away into Lykia to rescue her from captivity (Pausa- 
nias, x. 27, 1): according to Euripidés, Apollo had promised that she should 
die in Troy (Troad. 427). 

By Sapphé, Hectér was given as a surname of Zeus, Zede “Exrwp (Hesy- 
chius, v. “Exropec) ; a prince belonging 10 the regal family of Chios, anterior 
to the Ionic settlement, as mentioned by the Chian poet I6n (Pausan. vii. 3, 
8), was so called. 

' Tliad, iii. 45-55 ; Schol. Iliad. iii. 325 ; Hygin. fab. 91 ; Apollodér. iii. 12, 5, 

2 This was the motive assigned to Zeus by the old epic poem, the Cypriaz 
Verses (Frag. 1. Diintz. p. 12; ap. Schol. ad Iliad. i. 4):— 

‘H 68 ioropia rapa Xracivw TO Ta Kimpia wemoinKore ecinovt obTw¢ 

"Hy dre pipia ddAa kara ySova wAaloueva...... 
satay Nene onenes a soe eaeiel t Bapvorépvov mAarog aing. 
Zeve dé ddv éAénoe, kal év mvicivaicg mparideoot 
LDiv¥ero xovdica dvdpdrwv rauBoropa yaiav, 
‘Piriorg rodéuov peyaAnv épwv "IAtaxoio, 
"Odpa kevaoetev Savaty Bapoc: oi d évi Tpoty 
"Hpwec kreivavro, Ardc 0” éreAsiero Bova. 
The same motive is touched upon by Eurip. Orest, 1685; Heen. 38; an 
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Paris awarded the palm of beauty to Aphrodité, who promised 
him in recompense the possession of Helena, wife of the Spartan 
Menelaus, — the daughter of Zeus and the fairest of living women. 
At the instance of Aphrodité, ships were built for him, and he 
embarked on the enterprise so fraught with eventual disaster 
to his native city, in spite of the menacing prophecies of his 
brother Helenus, and the always neglected warnings of Kassan- 
dra.! 

Paris, on arriving at Sparta, was hospitably entertained by 
Menelaus as well as by Kastér and Pollux, and was enabled toe 
present the rich gifts which he had brought to Helen.2 Menelaus 
then departed to Kréte, leaving Helen to entertain his Trojan 
guest—a favorable moment which was employed by Aphrodité 
to bring about the intrigue and the elopement. Paris carried 
away with him both Helen and a large sum of money belonging 
to Menelaus — made a prosperous voyage to Troy — and arrived 
there safely with his prize on the third day.3 

Menelaus, informed by Iris in Kréte of the perfidious return 
made by Paris for his hospitality, hastened home in grief and 


seriously maintained, as it seems, by Chrysippus, ap. Plutarch. Stoic. Rep. p. 
1049 : but the poets do not commonly go back farther than the passion of 
Paris for Helen (Theognis, 1232; Simonid. Amorg. Fragm. 6, 118). 

The jadgment of Paris was one of the scenes represented on the ancient 
chest of Kypselus at Olympia (Pausan. v. 19, 1). 

’ Argument of the "Exn Kimpva (ap. Diintzer, p. 10). These warnings of 
Kassandra form the subject of the obscure and affected poem of Lycophrén. 

2 According to the Cyprian Verses, Helena was daughter of Zeus by Ne- 
mesis, who had in vain tried to evade the connection (Athene. viii. 334). 
Hesiod (Schol. Pindar. Nem. x. 150) represented her as daughter of Oceanus 
and Téthys, an oceanic nymph: Sappho (Fragm. 17, Schneidewin), Pausa- 
nias (i. 33, 7), Apollodérus (iii. 10, 7), and Isokratés (Encom. Helen. v. ii. p, 
366, Auger) reconcile the pretensions of Léda and Nemesis to a sort of joint 
maternity (see Heinrichsen, De Carminibus Cypriis, p. 45-46). 

3 Herodot. ii.117. He gives distinctly the assertion of the Cyprian Verses 
which contradicts the argument of the poem as it appears in Proclus (Fragm. 
I. 1.), according to which latter, Paris is driven out of his course by a storm 
and captures the city of Sidén. Homer (Iliad, vi. 293) seems however to 
countenance the statement in the argument. 

That Paris was guilty of robbery, as wellas of the abduction of Helen, ia 
several times mentioned in the Iliad (iii. 144; vii. 350-363), also in the arga 
ment of the Cyprian Verses (see Aischyl. Agam. 534) 
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indignation to consult with his brother Agamemnén, as well as 
with the venerable Nestor, on the means of avenging the out- 
rage. ‘They made known the event to the Greek chiefs around 
them. among whom they found universal sympathy: Nestor, Pal- 
amédés and others went round to solicit aid in a contemplated 
attack of Troy, under the command of Agamemnén, to whom 
each chief promised both obedience and unwearied exertion until 
Helen should be recovered.! Ten years were spent in equipping 
the expedition. The goddesses Héré and Athéné, incensed at 
the preference given by Paris to Aphrodité, and animated by 
steady attachment to Argos, Sparta and Mykéne, took an active 
part in the cause; and the horses of Héré were fatigued with 
her repeated visits to the different parts of Greece.? 

By such efforts a force was at length assembled at Aulis in 
PBredtia, consisting of 1186 ships and more than 100,000 men, — 
a force outnumbering by more than ten to one anything that the 
Frojans themselves could oppose, and superior to the defenders 


' The ancient epic (Schol. ad II. ii. 286-339) does not recognize the story 
af the numerous suitors of Helen, and the oath by which Tyndareus bound 
them all before he made the selection among them, that each should swear 
not only to acquiesce, but even to aid in maintaining undisturbed possession 
to the husband whom she should choose. This story seems to have been 
first told by Stesichorus (see Fragm. 20. ed. Kleine; Apollod. iii. 10,8). Yet 
it was evidently one of the prominent features of the current legend in the 
time of Thucydidés (i. 9; Euripid. Iphig. Aul. 51-80; Soph. Ajax, 1100). 

The exact spot in which Tyndareus exacted this oath from the suitors, 
near Sparta, was pointed out even in the time of Pausanias (iii. 20, 9). 

? Tliad, iv. 27-55; xxiv. 765. Argument. Carm. Cypri. The point is em- 
phatically touched upon by Dio Chrysostom (Orat. xi. p. 335-336) in his 
assault upon the old legend. Two years’ preparation —in Dictys Cret. 
i. 16. 

3 The Spartan king Agesilaus, when about to start from Greece on his 
expedition into Asia Minor (396 8B. c.) went to Aulis personally, in order 
that he too might sacrifice on the spot where Agamemnon had sacrificed 
when he sailed for Troy (Xenoph. Hellen. iii. 4, 4). 

Skylax (c. 60) notices the /epdv at Aulis, and nothing else: it seems to 
have been like the adjoining Delium, a temple with a small village grown up 
around it 

Aulis is recognized as the port from which the expedition started, in the 
Hesiodic Works and Days (vy. 650° 
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of Troy even with all her allies included.! It comprised heroes 
with their followers from the extreme points of Greece — from 
the north-western portions of Thessaly under Mount Olympus, 
as well as the western islands of Dulichium and Ithaca, and the 
eastern islands of Kréte and Rhodes. Agamemnon himself con- 
tributed 100 ships manned with the subjects of his kingdom of 
Mykénw, besides furnishing 60 ships to the Arcadians, who pos- 
sessed none of their own. Menelaus brought with him 60 ships, 
Nestér from Pylus 90, Idomeneus from Kréte and Diomédés 
from Argos 80 each. Forty ships were manned by the Eleians, 
under four different chiefs; the like number under Megés from 
Dulichium and the Echinades, and under Thoas from Kalydén 
and the other Aétélian towns. Odysseus from Ithaca, and Ajax 
from Salamis, brought 12 ships each. The Abantes from Eu- 
bea, under Elephénédr, filled 40 vessels; the Bcedtians, under 
Peneleds and Léitus, 50; the inhabitants of Orchomenus and 
Aspledén, 30; the light-armed Locrians, under Ajax son of Oile- 
us,2 40; the Phékians as many. The Athenians, under Menes- 
theus, a chief distinguished for his skill in marshalling an army, 
mustered 50 ships; the Myrmidons from Phthia and Hellas, under 
Achilles, assembled in 50 ships; Protesilaus from Phylaké and 
Pyrasus, and Eurypylus from Ormenium, each came with 40 
ships; Machaén and Podaleirius, from Trikka, with 30; Admé- 
tus, from Phere and the lake Boebéis, with 11; and Philoktétés 
from Melibceea with 7: the Lapithe, under Polypcetés, son of 
Peirithous, filled 40 vessels; the A®nianes and Perrhebians, 
under Guneus,3 22; and the Magnétés under Prothous, 40; these 
last two were from the northernmost parts of Thessaly, near the 
mountains Pélion and Olympus. From Rhodes, under Tlépole- 
mus, son of Héraklés, appeared 9 ship3; from Symé, under the 
comely but effeminate Nireus, 3; from Kos, Krapathus and the 


* Iliad, ii. 128. Uschold (Geschichte des Trojanischen Kriegs, p. 9, Stutgart 
1836) makes the total 135,000 men. 

* The Hesiodic Catalogue notices Oileus, or Ileus, with a singular etymo 
logy of his name (Fragm. 136, ed. Marktscheffel). 

* Tovvedc is the Heros Eponymus of the town of Gonnus in Thessaly ;. the 
duplication of the consonant and shortening of the vowes oelong to the 
Molic dialect (Ahrens, De Dialect. Holic. 50, 4. p. 220). 
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neighboring islands, 30, under the orders of Pheidippus and An- 
tiphus, sons of Thessalus and grandsons of Héraklés.1 

Among this band of heroes were included the distinguished 
warriors Ajax and Diomédés, and the sagacious Nestér; while 
Agamemnén himself, scarcely inferior to either of them in prow- 
ess, brought with him a high reputation for prudence in command. 
But the most marked and conspicuous of all were Achilles and 
Odysseus ; the former a beautiful youth born of a divine mother, 
swift in the race, of fierce temper and irresistible might ; the lat- 
ter not less efficient as an ally from his eloquence, his untiring 
endurance, his inexhaustible resources under difficulty, and the 
mixture of daring courage with deep-laid cunning which never 
deserted him :? the blood of the arch-deceiver Sisyphus, through 
an illicit connection with his mother Antikleia, was said to flow 
in his veins,’ and he was especially patronized and protected by 
the goddess Athéné. Odysseus, unwilling at first to take part in 
the expedition, had even simulated insanity ; but Palamédés, sent 
to Ithaca to invite him, tested the reality of his madness by plac- 
ing in the furrow where Odysseus was ploughing, his infant sou 
Telemachus. Thus detected, Odysseus could not refuse to join 
the Achzan host, but the prophet Halithersés predicted to him 
that twenty years would elapse before he revisited his native 
land.4 To Achilles the gods had promised the full effulgence of 


1 See the Catalogue in the second book of the Iliad. There must pre o- 
ably have been a Catalogue of the Greeks also in the Cyprian Verses ; for 
a Catalogue of the allies of Troy is specially noticed in the Argument of 
Proclus (p. 12. Diintzer). 

Euripidés (Iphig. Aul. 165-300) devotes one of the songs of the Chorus 
to a partial Catalogue of the chief heroes. 

According to Dictys Cretensis, all the principal heroes engaged in the 
expedition were kinsmen, all Pelopids (i. 14): they take an oath not to lay 
down their arms until Helen shall have been recovered, and they receive 


from Agamemnon a large sum of gold. 
2 For the character of Odysseus, Iliad, iii. 202-220; x. 247. Odyss. xiii. 


295. 
The Philoktétés of Sophoklés carries out very justly the character of the 
Homeric Odysseus (see v. 1035) —more exactly than the Ajax of the same 
poet depicts it. 

2 Sophokl. Philoktét. 417, and Schol. —also Schol. ad Soph. Ajac. 190. 

4 Homer, Odyss. xxiv. 115; Aischyl. Agam. 841; Sophokl. Philoktét. 1083 
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heroic glory before the walls of Troy; nor could the place be 
taken without both his cooperation and that of his son after him. 
But they had forewarned him that this brilliant career would be 
rapidly brought to a close; and that if he desired a long life, he 
must remain Mpangell and inglorious in his native land. In spite 
“of the reluctance of his mother Thetis, he preferred few years 
with bright renown, and joined the Achzan host.!| When Nes- 
tor and Odysseus came to Phthia to invite him, both he and his 
intimate friend Patroclus eagerly obeyed the call.2 
Agamemnon and his powerful host set sail from Aulis; but 
being ignorant of the locality and the direction, they landed by 
mistake in Teuthrania, a part of Mysia near the river Kaikus, 
and began to ravage the country under the persuasion that it 
was the neighborhood of ‘Troy. ‘Telephus, the king of the coun- 
try,? opposed and repelled them, but was ultimately defeated and 
severely wounded by Achilles. The Greeks now, discovering 
their mistake, retired; but their fleet was dispersed by a storm 
and driven back to Greece. Achilles attacked and took Skyrus, 
and there married Deidamia, the daughter of Lycomédés.4 Te- 
lephus, suffering from his wounds, was directed by the oracle to 
come to Greece and present himself to Achilles to be healed, by 
applying the scrapings of the spear with which the wound had 
been given: thus restored, he became the guide of the Greeks 
when they were prepared to renew their expedition.5 


with the Schol. Argument of the Cypria in Heinrichsen, De Carmin. Cypr. 
p. 23 (the sentence is left out in Duntzer, p. 11). 

A lost tragedy of Sophoklés, ’Odvocede Macvdyuevog, handled this subject. 

Other Greek chiefs were not less reluctant than Odysseus to take part in 
the expedition: see the tale of Poemandrus, forming a part of the temple- 
legend of the Achilleium at Tanagra in Betia (Plutarch, Question. Gree 
p- 299). 

1 Tliad, i. 352; ix. 411. * Tliad, xi. 782. 

° Telephus was the son of Augé, daughter of king Aleus of Tegea in 
Arcadia, by Héraklés: respecting her romantic adventures, see the previous 
chapter on Arcadian legends — Strabo’s faith in the story (xii. p. 572). 

The spot called the Harbor cf the Achzans, near Gryneium, was stated 
to be the place where Agamemnon and the chiefs took counsel whether they 
should attack Telephus or not (Skylax, c. 97; compare Strabo, xiv. p. 622). 

4 Wiad, xi. 664; Argum. Cypr. p. 11, Dantzer; Diktys Cret. ii. 3- 4. 

° Euripid. Telephus, Frag. 26, Nindorf; Hygin. f. 101; Diktys, ii.10. Eu 
ripidés had treated the adventure of Telephus in this lost tragedv: he gave 
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The armament was again assembled at Aulis, but the goddess 
Artemis, displeased with the boastful language of Agamemnon, 
prolonged the duration of adverse winds, and the offending chief 
was compelled to appease her by the well-known sacrifice of his 
daughter Iphigeneia.!. They then proceeded to Tenedos, from 
whence Odysseus and Menelaus were despatched as envoys te 
Troy, to redemand Helen and the stolen property. In spite of 
the prudent counsels of Antendr, who received the two Grecian 
chiefs with friendly hospitality, the Trojans rejected the demand, 
and the attack was resolved upon. It was foredoomed by the 
gods that the Greek who first landed should perish: Protesi- 
laus was generous enough to put himself upon this forlorn hope, 
and accordingly fell by the hand of Hector. 

Meanwhile the ‘Trojans had assembled a large body of allies 
from various parts of Asia Minor and Thrace: Dardanians under 
#E£neas, Lykians under Sarpedon, Mysians, Karians, Meonians, 
Alizonians,? Phrygians, Thracians, and Peonians. But vain 


the miraculous cure with the dust of the spear, mpzotoiot Aoyxng SéAyeTai 
Orvjuact. Diktys softens down the prodigy: “ Achilles cum Machaone et 
Podalirio adhibeutes curam vulneri,” etc. Pliny (xxxiy. 15) gives to the 
rust of brass or iron a place in the list of genuine remedies. 

“Longe omnino a Tiberi ad Caicum: quo in loco etiam Agamemnon 
errasset, nisi ducem Telephum invenisset” (Cicero, Pro L. Flacco, c. 29). 
The portions of the Trojan legend treated in the lost epics and the trage 
dians, seem to have been just as familiar to Cicero as those noticed in the 
Tliad. 

Strabo pays comparatively little attention to any portion of the Trojan 
war except what appears in Homer. He even goes so far as to give a reason 
why the Amazons did not come to the aid of Priam: they were at enmity 
with him, because Priam had aided the Phrygians agaist them (Iliad, iti 
188: in Strabo, tote ‘Iéovv must be a mistake for toic @pvsiv). Strabo can 
hardly have read, and never alludes to, Arktinus; in whose poem the brave 
and beautiful Penthesileia, at the head of her Amazons, forms a marked 
epoch and incident of the war (Strabo, xii. 552). 

! Nothing occurs in Homer respecting the sacrifice of Iphigeneia (sea 
Schol. Ven. ad II. ix. 145). 

2 No portion of the Homeric Catalogue gave more trouble to Déméttius 
of Sképsis and the other expositors than these Alizonians (Strabo, xii. p 
$49; xiii. p. 603): a fictitious place called Alizonium, in the region of Ida, 
was got up to meet the difficulty (ei7’ ’AAéviov, Toor’ jdy meT@Aaopé 
vor rpdc THY TOV ’AAiCavwv br68eorr, etc., Strabo, |. c.), 

3 See the Catalogue of the Trojans (Iliad, ii. 815-877). 
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was the attempt to oppose the landing of the Greeks: the Tro: 
jans were routed, and even the invulnerable Cycnus,! son of 
Poseidén, one of the great bulwarks of the defence, was slain by 
Achilles. Having driven the Trojans within their walls, Achilles 
attacked and stormed Lyrnéssus, Pédasus, Lesbos and other 
places in the neighborhood, twelve towns on the sea-coast and 
eleven in the interior; he drove off the oxen of /®neas and 
pursued the hero himself, who narrowly escaped with his life: 
he surprised and killed the youthful Tréilus, son of Priam, and 
captured several of the other sons, whom he sold as prisoners 
into the islands of the /Egean.2 He acquired as his captive the 
fair Briséis, while Chryséis was awarded to Agamemnén: he 
was moreover eager to see the divine Helen, the prize and sti- 
mulus of this memorable struggle; and Aphrodité and ‘Thetis 
contrived to bring about an interview between them.3 

At this period of the war the Grecian army was deprived of 
Palamédés, one of its ablest chiefs. Odysseus had not forgiven 
the artifice by which Palamédés had detected his simulated in- 
sanity, nor was he without jealousy of a rival clever and cun- 
ning in a degree equal, if not superior, to himself; one who had 
enriched the Greeks with the invention of letters, of dice for 


1 Cycnus was said by later writers to be king of Kolénz in the Troad 
(Strabo, xiii. p. 589-603; Aristotel. Rhetoric. ii. 28). ®schylus introduced 
upcent’ ‘ttic stage both Cyenus and Memnén in terrific equipments (Aris- 
tophen, ! an. 957. Ovid ééxAgrrov abtodg Koxvovg dywr kal Méuvovag kw- 
dwvodaraporadovc). Compare Welcker, Aischyl. Trilogie, p. 433. 

? Tliad, xxiv. 752; Argument of the Cypria, pp. 11, 12, Diintzer. These 
desultory exploits of Achilles furnished much interesting romance to the 
later Greek poets (see Parthénius, Narrat. 21). See the neat summary of 
the principal events of the war in Quintus Smyrn. xiv. 125-140; Dio Chry- 
sost. Or. xi. p. 838-342, 

Troilus is only once named in the Iliad (xxiv. 253); he was mentioned 
also in the Cypria; but his youth, beauty, and untimely end made him an 
object of great interest with the subsequent poets. Sophoklés had a tragedy 
called Zrdtlus (Welcker, Griechisch. Tragéd. i. p. 124); Tov avdpomaida dea- 
TOTHY am@Aeca, one of the Fragm. Even earlier than Sophoklés, his beau- 
ty was celebrated by the tragedian Phrynichus (Athene. xiii. p. 564; Virgil, 
Mneid, i. 474; Lycophrén, 307). 

* Argument. Cypr. p. 11, Diintz. Kat werd raira ’AysAdede ‘Edévnv been 
Svuci Yedoaodat, kal ovvnyayov abtode elg 7d abrd *Agpadirn Kal Béreg. A 
scene which would have been highly interesting in the hands of Homer. 
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easement, of night-watches, as well as with other useful sug- 
gestions. According to the old Cyprian epic, Palamédés waa 
drowned while fishing, by the hands of Odysseus and Diomédés.1 
Neither in the Iliad nor the Odyssey does the name of Palamédés 
occur: the lofty position which Odysseus occupies in both those 
poems — noticed with some degree of displeasure even by Pin- 
dar, who described Palamédés as the wiser man of the two— is 
sufficient to explain the omission.2. But in the more advanced 
period of the Greek mind, when intellectual superiority came to 
acquire a higher place in the public esteem as compared with 
military prowess, the character of Palamédés, combined with his 
unhappy fate, rendered him one of the most interesting persona- 
ges in the Trojan legend. -Auschylus, Sophoklés and Euripidés 
each consecrated to him a special tragedy ; but the mode of his 
death as described in the old epic was not suitable to Athenian 
ideas, and accordingly he was represented as having been falsely 
accused of treason by Odysseus, who caused gold to be buried in 
his tent, and persuaded Agamemnon and the Grecian chiefs that 
Palamédés had received it from the Trojans.3 He thus forfeited 
his life, a victim to the calumny of Odysseus and to the delusion 


Argum. Cypr. 1. 1.; Pausan. x. 31. The concluding portion of the 
Cypria seems to have passed under the title of HaAaundeia (see Fragm. 16 
and 18. p. 15, Dintz.; Welcker, Der Episch. Cycl. p.459; Eustath.ad Hom. 
Odyss. i. 107). 

The allusion of Quintus Smyrnzus (v. 197) seems rather to point to the 
story in the Cypria, which Strabo (viii. p. 368) appears not to have read. 

2 Pindar, Nem. vii. 21; Aristidés, Orat. 46. p. 260. 

3 See the Fragments of the three tragedians, Iladau7jdn¢ — Aristeidés, Or. 
xlvi. p. 260; Philostrat. Heroic. x.; Hygin. fab. 95-105. Discourses for and 
against Palamédés, one by Alkidamas, and one under the name of Gorgias, 
are printed in Reiske’s Orr Gree. t. viii. pp. 64, 102; Virgil, Aineid, ii. 82, 
with the ample commentary of Servius — Polyzn. Prom. p. 6. 

Welcker (Griechisch. Tragod. v. i. p. 130, vol. ii. p. 500) has evolved with 
ingenuity the remaining fragments of the lost tragedies. 

According to Diktys, Odysseus and Diomédés prevail upon Palamédés to 
be let down into a deep well, and then cast stones upon him (ii. 15). 

Xenophén (De Venatione, c. 1) evidently recognizes the story in the 
Cypria, that Odysseus and Diomédés caused the death of Palamédés ; but 
he cannot believe that two such exemplary men were really guilty of se 
‘giquitous an act — Kakol dé émpasay Td Epyor. 

One of the eminences near Napoli still bears the name of Palamidhi. 
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of the leading Greeks. In the last speech made by the philoso- 
pher Socratés to his Athenian judges, he alludes with sclemnity 
and fellow-feeling to the unjust condemnation of Palamédés, as 
analogous to that which he himself was about to suffer, and his 
companions seem to have dwelt with satisfaction on the compari- 
son. Palamédés passed for an instance of the slanderous enmity 
and misfortune which so often wait upon superior genius.! 

In these expeditions the Grecian army consumed nine years, 
during which the subdued Trojans dared not give battle without 
their walls for fear of Achilles. Ten years was the fixed epical 
duration of the siege of Troy, just as five years was the duration 
of the siege of Kamikus by the Krétan armament which came 
to avenge the death of Minés :2 ten years of preparation, ten 
years of siege, and ten years of wandering for Odysseus, were 
periods suited to the rough chronological dashes of the ancient 
epic, and suggesting no doubts nor difficulties with the original 
hearers. But it was otherwise when the same events came to be 
contemplated by the historicizing Greeks, who could not be satis- 
fied without either finding or inventing satisfactory bonds of co- 
herence between the separate events. Thucydidés tells us that 
the Greeks were less numerous than the poets have represented, 
and that being moreover very poor, they were unable to procure 
adequate and constant provisions: hence they were compelled to 
disperse their army, and to employ a part of it in cultivating the 
Chersonese, — a part in marauding expeditions over the neigh- 
borhood. Could the whole army have been employed against 
Troy at once (he says), the siege would have been much more 
speedily and easily concluded.* If the great historian could per- 
mit himself thus to amend the legend in so many points, we 
might have imagined that the simpler course would have been to 
include the duration of the siege among the list of poetical exe 
aggerations, and to affirm that the real siege had lasted only one 


' Plato, Apolog. Socr. c. 32; Xenoph. Apol. Socr. 26; Memor. iv. 2, 83; 
Liban. pro Socr. p. 242, ed. Morell.; Lucian, Dial. Mort. 20. 

? Herodot. vii. 170. Ten years is a proper mythical period for a greet war 
to last: the war between the Olympic gods and the Titan gods lass tea 
years (Hesiod, Theogon. 636). Compare dexaty éviavt® (Hom. Odvap 
xvi. 17), 

® Thucyd. i. 11.. 
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year instead of ten. But it seems that the ten years’ duration 
was so capital a feature in the ancient tale, that no critic ventured 
to meddle with it. 

A period of comparative intermission however was now at 
hand for the Trojans. The gods brought about the memorable 
fit of anger of Achilles, under the influence of which he refused 
to put on his armor, and kept his Myrmidons incamp. Accord- 
ing to the Cypria, this was the behest of Zeus, who had compas- 
sion on the Trojans: according to the Iliad, Apollo was the origi- 
nating cause,' from anxiety to avenge the injury which his priest 
Chrysés had endured from Agamemnén. For a considerable 
time, the combats of the Greeks against Troy were conducted 
without their best warrior, and severe indeed was the humiliation 
which they underwent in consequence. How the remaining Gre- 
cian chiefs vainly strove to make amends for his absence — how 
Hector and the Trojans defeated and drove them to their ships 
— how the actual blaze of the destroying flame, applied by Hec- 
tor to the ship of Protesilaus, roused up the anxious and sympa- 
thizing Patroclus, and extorted a reluctant consent from Achil- 
les, to allow his friend and his followers to go forth and avert the 
last extremity of ruin — how Achilles, when Patroclus had been 
killed by Hector, forgetting his anger in grief for the death of 
his friend, reéntered the fight, drove the Trojans within their 
walls with immense slaughter, and satiated his revenge both 
upon the living and the dead Hectér— all these events have 
been chronicled, together with those divine dispensations on 
which most of them are made to depend, in the immortal verse 
of the Iliad. 

Homer breaks off with the burial of Hector, whose body has 
just been ransomed by the disconsolate Priam; while the lost 
poem of Arktinus, entitled the A®thiopis, so far as we can judge 
from the argument still remaining of it, handled only the subse- 
quent events of the siege. The poem of Quintus Smyrnzus, com- 
posed about the fourth century of the Christian wera, seems in its 
first books to coincide with the A®thiopis, in the subsequent 
books partly with the Nias Minor of Leschés.? 


1 Homer, Iliad, i. 21. 
2 Tychsen, Commentat. de Quinto Smyrnzxo, § iii. c. 5-7 The "IAcot 
13* 
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The Trojans, dismayed by the death of Hectér, were again an- 
imated with hope by the appearance of the warlike and beautiful 
queen of the Amazons, Penthesileia, daughter of Arés, hitherta 
invincible in the field, who came to their assistance from Thrace 
at the head of a band of her countrywomen. She again led the 
besieged without the walls to encounter the Greeks in the open 
field; and under her auspices the latter were at first driven back, 
until she too was slain by the invincible arm of Achilles. The 
victor, on taking off the helmet of his fair enemy as she lay on 
the ground, was profoundly affected and captivated by her 
charms, for which he was scornfully taunted by Thersités: ex- 
asperated by this rash insult, he killed Thersités on the spot with 
a blow of his fist. A violent dispute among the Grecian chiefs 
was the result, for Diomédés, the kinsman of Thersités, warmly 
resented the proceeding ; and Achilles was obliged to go to Les- 
bus, where he was purified from the act of homicide by Odys- 
seus. ! 

Next arrived Memnén, son of Tithénus and Eés, the most 
stately of living men, with a powerful band of black A¢thiopians, 
to the assistance of Troy. Sallying forth against the Greeks, he 
made great havoc among them: the brave and popular Anti- 
lochus perished by his hand, a victim to filial devotion in defence 
of Nestér.? Achilles at length attacked him, and for a long time 
the combat was doubtful between them: the prowess of Achilles 
and the supplication of Thetis with Zeus finally prevailed ; 


Ilépovc was treated both by Arktinus and by Leschés: with the latter it 
formed a part of the Ilias Minor. 

’ Argument of the ANthiopis, p. 16, Diintzer; Quint. Smyrn. lib. i.; Dik- 
tys Cret. iv. 2-3. 

In the Philoktétés, of Sophoklés, Thersités survives Achilles (Soph. Phil 
358-445). 

* Odyss. xi. 522. Keivoy 07 xaéAAsorov idov, werd Méuvova diov : see also 
Odyss. iv. 187; Pindar, Pyth. vi.31. Aschylus (ap. Strabo. xv. p. 728) 
conceives Memnon as a Persian starting from Susa. 

Ktésias gave in his history full details respecting the expedition of Mem 
non, sent by the king of Assyria to the relief of his dependent, Priam og 
Troy ; all this was said to be recorded in the royal archives. The Egyp> 
tians affirmed that Memnén had come from Egypt (Dioddr. ii. 22; compare 
iv. 77): the two stories are blended together in Pausanias, x. 31,2. The 
Phrygians pointed out the road along which he had marched. 
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whilst Eds obtained for her vanquished son the consoling gift of 
tmmortality. His tomb, however,! was shown near the Propontis, 
within a few miles of the mouth of the river Zsépus, and was 
visited annually by the birds called Memnonides, who swept it 
and bedewed it with water from the stream. So the traveller 
Pausanias was told, even in the second century after the Chris- 
tian era, by the Hellespontine Greeks. 

But the fate of Achilles himself was now at hand. After 
routing the Trojans and chasing them into the town, he was slain 
near the Skean gate by an arrow from the quiver of Paris, di- 
rected under the unerring auspices of Apollo.2 The greatest 
efforts were made by the Trojans to possess themselves of the 
body, which was however rescued and borne off to the Grecian 
camp by the valor of Ajax and Odysseus. Bitter was the grief of 
Thetis for the loss of her son: she came into the camp with 
the Muses and the Néreids to mourn over him; and when a 
magnificent funeral-pile had been prepared by the Greeks to burn 
him with every mark of honor, she stole away the body and con- 
veyed it to a renewed and immortal life in the island of Leuké in 
the Euxine Sea. According to some accounts he was there blest 
with the nuptials and company of Helen.3 


1 Aroum. Ath. ut sup.; Quint. Smyrn. ii. 396-550; Pausan. x. 31, 1. 
Pindar, in praising Achilles, dwells much on his triumphs over Hector, Téle 
phus, Memnéon, and Cycnus, but never notices Penthesileia (Olymp. ii. 90 
Nem. iii. 60; vi. 52. Isthm. v. 43). 

Atschylus, in the Yvyooracia, introduced Thetis and Kés, each in an atti- 
tude of supplication for her son, and Zeus weighing in his golden scales the 
souls of Achilles and Memnoén (Schol. Ven, ad Iliad. viii. 70: Pollux, iv. 
130; Plutarch, De Audiend. Poet. p. 17). In the combat between Achilles 
and Memnon, represented on the chest of Kypselus at Olympia, Thetis and 
Kos were given each as aiding her son (Pausan. v. 19, 1). 

2 Tliad, xxii. 360; Sophokl. Philokt. 334; Virgil, Aneid, vi. 56. 

3 Aroum. Aithiop. w sup.; Quint. Smyrn. 151-583 ; Homer, Odyss. v. 310; 
Ovid, Metam. xiii. 284; Eurip. Androm. 1262; Pausan. iii. 19,13. Accord- 
ing to Diktys (iv. 11), Paris and Deiphobus entrap Achilles by the promise 
of ar. interview with Polyxena and kill him. 

A minute and curious description of the island Leuké, or ’AyiAAéwe vijoog, 
fs given in Arrian (Periplus, Pont. Euxin. p. 21; ap. Geogr. Min. t. 1). 

The heroic or divine empire of Achilles in Scythia was recognized by 
Alkeus the poet (Alkxi Fragm. Schneidew. Fr. 46), ’AyiAAed, 6 yag Zev 
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Thetis celebrated splendid funeral games in honor of her son, 
and offered the unrivalled panoply, which Héphestos had forged 
and wrought for him, as a prize to the most distinguished warrior 
in the Grecian army. Odysseus and Ajax became rivals for the 
distinction, when Athéné, together with some Trojan prisoners, 
who were asked from which of the two their country had sustained 
greatest injury, decided in favor of the former. The gallant Ajax 
lost his senses with grief and humiliation: in a fit of phrenzy he 
slew some sheep, mistaking them for the men who had wronged 
him, and then fell upon his own sword.! 

Odysseus now learnt from Helenus son of Priam, whom he had 
captured in an ambuscade,? that Troy could not be taken unless 
both Philoktétés,and Neoptolemus, son of Achilles, could be pre- 
vailed upon to join the besiegers. The former, having been stung 
in the foot by a serpent, and becoming insupportable to the 
Greeks from the stench of his wound, had been left at Lemnus in 


Vixdc péderg Eustathius (ad Dionys. Periégét. 307) gives the story of his 
having followed Iphigeneia thither: compare Antonin. Liberal. 27. 

Ibykus represented Achilles as having espoused Médea in the Elysian 
Field (Idyk. Fragm. 18. Schneidewin). Simondés followed this story (ap- 
Schol. Apoll. Rhod. iv. 815). 

’ Argument of /Ethiopis and Ilias Minor, and Fragm. 2 of the latter,pp. 
17, 18, Diintz.; Quint. Smyrn. vy. 120-482; Hom. Odyss. xi. 550; Pindar, 
Nem. vii. 26. The Ajax of Sophoklés, and the contending speeches between 
Ajax and Ulysses in the beginning of the thirteenth book of Ovid’s Meta- 
morphoses, are too well known to need special reference. 

The suicide of Ajax seems to have been described in detail in the Athi 
opis: compare Pindar. Isthm. iii. 51, and the Scholia ad loc., which show the 
attention paid by Pindar to the minute circumstances of the old epic. 
See Fragm. 2 of the IAéov Hépore of Arktinus, in Dintz. p. 22, which would 
seem more properly to belong to the thiopis. Diktys relates the suicide 
of Ajax, as a consequence of his unsuccessful competition with Odysseus, 
not about the arms of Achilles, but about the Palladium, after the taking of 
the city (v. 14). 

There were. however, many different accounts of the manner in which 
Ajax had died, some of which are enumerated in the argument to the drama 
of Sophoklés. Ajax is never wounded in the Iliad: Adschylus made him 
invulnerable except under the armyits (see Schol. ad Sophok. Ajac. 833): 
the Trojans pelted him with mud — et rw¢ Bapy ety id tov HAV (Schok 
iad. xiv. 404). 

* Soph. Philokt. 604. 
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the commencement of the expedition, and had spent ten years! in 
misery on that desolate island; but he still possessed the peerless 
bow and arrows of Héraklés, which were said to be essential to 
the capture of Troy. Diomédés fetched Philoktétés from Lem- 
nus to the Grecian camp, where he was healed by the skill of 
Machaén,2 and took an active part against the Trojans — en- 
gaging in single combat with Paris, and killing him with one of 
the Hérakleian arrows. The Trojans were allowed to carry away 
for burial the body of this prince, the fatal cause of all their suf- 
ferings; but not until it had been mangled by the hand of Mene- 
laus.3 Odysseus went to the island of Skyrus to invite Neoptole- 
mus to the army. The untried but impetuous youth gladly obey- 
ed the call, and received from Odysseus his father’s armor, while 
on the other hand, Eurypylus, son of Télephus, came from Mysia 
as auxiliary to the Trojans and rendered to them valuable service 
— turning the tide of fortune for a time against the Greeks, and 
killing some of their bravest chiefs, amongst whom was numbered 
Peneledés, and the unrivalled leech Machadn.4 The exploits of 


1 Soph. Philokt. 703. 'Q peaéa puya, °O¢ und! oivoyirov réiuatog “Hody 
OekeTh Xpdvor, ete. 

In the narrative of Diktys (ii. 47), Philoktétés returns from Lemnus to 
Troy much earlier in the war before the death of Achilles, and without any 
assigned cause. 

” According to Sophoklés. Héraklés sends Asklépius to Troy to heal Philuk 
tétés (Soph. Philokt. 1415). 

The subject of Philoktétés formed the subject of a tragedy both by ZEschy- 
lus and by Euripidés (both lost) as well as by Sophoklés. 

3 Argument. Iliad. Minor. Diintz. 1. c, Ka? rav vexpov bd Meveddov karat- 
KioSévta Gvedouevoe Sartovor of Tpéec. See Quint. Smyrm, x. 240: he 
differs here in many respects from the arguments of the old poems as given 
by Proclus, both as to the incidents and as to their order in time (Diktys, iv. 
20). The wounded Paris flees to Ginéné, whom he had deserted in order te 
follow Helen, and entreats her to cure him by her skill in simples: she ree 
fuses, and permits him to die; she is afterwards stung with remorse, and 
hangs herself (Quint. Smyrn. x. 285-331; Apollodér. iii. 12, 6; Conén. 
Narrat. 23; see Bachet de Meziriac, Comment. sur les Epitres d’Ovide, t. i. 
p. 456). The story of Ginéné is as old as Hellanikus and Kephal6n of Ger- 
gis (see Hellan. Fragm. 126, Didot). 

4 To mark the way in which these legendary events pervaded and became 
embodied in the local worship, I may mention the received practice in the 
great temple of Asklépius (father of Machaon) at Pergamus, even in the 
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Neoptolemus were numerous, worthy of the glory of his race and 
the renown of his father. He encountered and slew Eurypylus, 
together with numbers of the Mysian warriors: he routed the 
Trojans and drove them within their walls, from whence they 
never again emerged to give battle: nor was he less distinguished 
for his good sense and persuasive diction, than for forward energy 
in the field.’ 

Troy however was still impregnable so long as the Palladium, 
a statue given by Zeus himself to Dardanus, remained in the 
citadel; and great care had been taken by the Trojans not only 
to conceal this valuable present, but to construct other statues so 
like it as to mislead any intruding robber. Nevertheless the 
enterprising Odysseus, having disguised his person with miserable 
clothing and self-inflicted injuries, found means to penetrate into 
the city and to convey the Palladium by stealth away: Helen 
alone recognized him; but she was now anxious to return to 
Greece, and even assisted Odysseus in concerting means for the 
capture of the town.? 

To accomplish this object, one final stratagem was resorted to. 
By the hands of Epeius of Panopeus, and at the suggestion of 
Athéné, a capacious hollow wooden horse was constructed, capable 
of containing one hundred men: the élite of the Grecian heroes, 
Neoptolemus, Odysseus, Menelaus and others, concealed them- 
selves in the inside of it, and the entire Grecian army sailed away 


time of Pausanias. Télephus, father of Eurypylus, was the local hero and 
mythical king of Teuthrania, in which Pergamus was situated. In the 
hymns there sung, the proem and the invocation were addressed to Télephus ; 
but nothing was said in them about Eurypylus, nor was it permitted even to 
mention his name in the temple, — “ they knew him to be the slayer of Ma- 
cha6n :” dpyovras uév ard THAédov TOv tuvov, mpocddovor dé obdév bc Tdv 
Evpirvaov, obd8 dpyjy év 79 vad Sérovorv dvoualew abrov, ola éxiotduevar 
govéa dvta Maydovoc (Pausan. iii. 26, 7). 

The combination of these qualities in other Homeric chiefs is noted in a 
subs2quent chapter of his work, ch. xx. vol. ii. 

Argument. Iliad. Minor. p. 17, Diintzer. Homer, Odyss. xi. 510-520. 
Pausan. iii. 26,7. Quint. Smyrn. vii. 553; viii. 201. 

* Argument. [liad. Minor. p. 18, Diintz.; Arstinus ap. Dionys. Hal. i. 69; 
Homer, Odyss. iv. 246; Quint. Smyrn. x. 354: Virgil, Auneid, ii. 164, and 
the 9th Excursus of Heyne on that book. 

Compare with this legend about the Palladium, the Roman legend respec 
ing the Ancylia (Ovid, Fasti, III. 381). 
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to Tenedos, burning their tents and pretending to have abandoned 
the siege. The Trojans, overjoyed to find themselves free, 
issued from the city and contemplated with astonishment the 
fabric which their enemies had left behind: they long doubted 
what should be done with it; and the anxious heroes from within 
heard the surrounding consultations, as well as the voice of Helen 
when she pronounced their names and counterfeited the accents 
of their wives.! Many of the Trojans were anxious to dedicate 
it to the gods in the city as a token of gratitude for their deliver- 
ance; but the more cautious spirits inculcated distrust of an 
enemy’s legacy; and Laocodn, the priest of Poseidén, manifested 
his aversion by striking the side of the horse with his spear. 
The sound revealed that the horse was hollow, but the Trojans 
heeded not this warning of possible fraud; and the unfortunate 
Laocoén, a victim to his own sagacity and patriotism, miserably 
perished before the eyes of his countrymen, together with one of 
his sons, — two serpents being sent expressly by the gods out of 
the sea to destroy him. By this terrific spectacle, together with 
the perfidious counsels of Sinon, a traitor whom the Greeks had 
left behind for the special purpose of giving false information, 
the Trojans were induced to make a breach in their own walls, 
and to drag the fatal fabric with triumph and exultation into their 
city.2 


1 Odyss. iv. 275; Virgil, Auneid, ii. 14; Heyne, Excurs. 3. ad Mneid. ii 
Stesichorus, in his ’[Aiov [lépovc, gave the number of heroes in the wooden 
horse as one hundred (Stesichor. Fragm. 26, ed. Kleine; compare Athena 
xiii. p. 610). 

2 Odyss. viii. 492; xi. 522. Argument of the ’IAéov Teépove of Arktinus, 
p. 21. Diintz. Hydin. f. 108-135. Bacchylidés and Euphorion ap. Servium 
ad Virgil. Aneid. ii. 201. 

Both Sinon and Laocoén came originally from the old epic poem of Arkti- 
nus, though Virgil may perhaps have immediately borrowed both them, and 
other matters in his second book, from a poem passing under the name of 
Pisander (see Macrob. Satur. v. 2; Heyne, Excurs. 1. ad Ain. ii.; Welcker, 
Der Episch. Kyklus, v. 97). We cannot give credit either to Arktinus or 
Pisander for the masterly specimen of oratory which is put into the mouth of 
Sinon in the Mneid. 

In Quintus Smyrneus (xii. 366), the Trojans torture and mutilate Sinon 
to extort from him the truth: his endurance, sustained by the inspiration of 
Héré, is proof against the extremity of suffering, and he adheres to his false 
tale. This is probably an incident of the old epic, though the delicate taste 
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The destruction of Troy, according to the decree of the gods, 
was now irrevocably sealed. While the Trojans iadulged in a 
night of riotous festivity, Sinon kindled the fire-signal to the 
Greeks at Tenedos, loosening the bolts of the wooden horse, from 
out of which the enclosed heroes descended. The city, assailed 
both from within and from without, was thoroughly sacked and de- 
stroyed, with the slaughter or captivity of the larger portion of its 
heroes as well as its people. The venerable Priam perished by 
the hand of Neoptolemus, having in vain sought shelter at the 
domestic altar of Zeus Herkeios; but his son Deiphobus, who 
since the death of Paris had become the husband of Helen, de- 
fended his house desperately against Odysseus and Menelaus, and 
sold his life dearly. After he was slain, his body was fearfully 
mutilated by the latter.' 

Thus was Troy utterly destroyed —the city, the altars and 
temples,? and the population. AZneas and Antendr were permit- 
ted to escape, with their families, haviug been always more 
favorably regarded by the Greeks than the remaining Trojuns. 
According to one version of the story, they had betrayed the 


of Virgil, and his sympathy with the Trojans, as induced him to omit it. 
Euphorion ascribed the proceedings of Sinon co Odysseus: he also gave a 
different cause for the death of Laocoén (Fr. 35-36. p. 55, ed. Diintz., in tae 
Fragments of Epic Poets after Alexander the Great). Sinon is éraipu¢ 
’Odvocéwe in Pausan. x. 27, 1. 

' Odyss. viii. 515; Argument of Arktinas, wt sup.; Euripid. Hecub. 903, 
Virg. An. vi. 497; Quint. Smyrn. xiii. 35-229; Leschés ap, Pausan. x. 27, 
2; Diktys, v.12. Ibykus and Simonidés also represented Deiphobus as the 
avrepaotne ‘EAévye (Schol. Hom. Tliad. xiii. 517). 

The night-battle in the interior of Troy was described with all its fearful 
details both by Leschés and Arktinus: the ’ IAéov Ilépove of the latter seems to 
have been a separate poem, that of the former constituted a portion of the 
Tlias Minor (see Welcker, Der Epische Kyklus, p. 215): the ’IAiov Ilépoug 
by the lyric poets Sakadas and Stesichorus probably added many new inci- 
dents. Polygnotus had painted a succession of the various calamitous scenes, 
drawn from the poem of Leschés, on the walls of the lesché at Delphi, with 
the name written over each figure (Pausan. x. 25-26). 

Hellanikus fixed the precise day of the month on which the capture toak 
place (Hellan. Fr. 143-144), the twelfth day of Thargelion. 

2 AMschyi. Agamemn. 527, — 

Boot & aiorot Kai SeGv idpbuara, 
Kai orépya raong thar6Aatar xSoveg. 
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city to the Greeks: a panther’s skin had been hung over the 
door of Antenor’s house as a signal for the victorious besiegers to 
spare it in the general plunder. In the distribution of the prin- 
cipal captives, Astyanax, the infant son of Hectér, was cast from 
the top of the wall and killed, by Odysseus or Neoptolemus: 
Polyxena, the daughter of Priam, was immolated on the tomb of 
Achilles, in compliance with a requisition made by the shade of 
the deceased hero to his countrymen ;? while her sister Kassandra 
was presented as a prize to Agamemnén. She had sought 
sanctuary at the altar of Athéné, where Ajax, the son of Oileus, 
making a guilty attempt to seize her, had drawn both upon him- 
self and upon the army the serious wrath of the goddess, insomuch 
that the Greeks could hardly be restrained from stoning him to 
death.3 Andromaché and Helenus were both given to Neopto- 
lemus, who, according to the Ilias Minor, carried away also 
/Eneas as his captive.4 

Helen gladly resumed her union with Menelaus: she accom- 
panied him back to Sparta, and lived with him there many years 
in comfort and dignity,® passing afterwards to a happy immortality 


1 This symbol of treachery also figured in the picture of Polygnétus. 
A different story appears in Schol. Iliad. iii. 206. 

2 Buripid. Hecub. 38-114, and Troad. 716; Leschés ap. Pausan. x. 25, 9; 
Virgil, Aneid, iii. 322, and Servius ad loc. 

A romantic tale is found in Diktys respecting the passion of Achilles for 
Polyxena (iii. 2). 

3 Odyss. xi. 422. Arktinus, Argum. p. 21, Diintz. Theognis, 1232 
Pausan. i. 15, 2; x. 26, 3; 31, 1. As an expiation of this sin of their 
national hero, the Lokrians sent to lium periodically some of their maidens, 
to do menial service in the temple of Athéné (Plutarch. Ser. Numin. Vindict. 
p. 557, with the citation from Euphorion or Kallimachus, Diintzer, Epice. 
Vet. p. 118). 

4 Leschés, Fr. 7, Dantz.; ap. Schol. Lycophr. 1263. Compare Schol. ad. 
1232, for the respectful recollection of Andromaché, among the traditions of 
the Molossian kings, as their heroic mother, and Strabo, xiii. p. 594. 

® Such is the story of the old epic (see Odyss. iv. 260, and the fourth book 
generally ; Argument of Ilias Minor, p. 20. Ddntz.). Polygnétus, in the 
paintings above alluded to, followed the same tale (Pausan. x. 25, 3). 

The anger of the Greeks against Helen, and the statement that Menelaus 
after the capture of Troy approached her with revengeful purposes, but was 
so mollified by her surpassing beauty as to cast away his uplifted sword, 
belongs to the age of the tragedians (A%schyl Agamem. 685-1455: Kurip. 
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in the Elysian fields. She was worshipped as a goddess with her 
brothers the Dioskuri and her husband, having her temple, statue 
and altar at Therapne and elsewhere, 2nd various examples of 
her miraculous interventions were cited among the Greeks.!_ The 
lyric poet Stesichorus had ventured to denounce her, conjointly 
with her sister Klytemnéstra, in a tone of rude and plain-spoken 
severity, resembling that of Euripidés and Lycophrén afterwards, 
but strikingly opposite to the delicacy and respect with which she 
is always handled by Homer, who never admits reproaches against 
her except from her own lips.2, He was smitten with blindness, 


Androm, 600-629 ; Helen. 75-120; Troad. 890-1057 ; compare also the fine 
lines in the Mneid, ii. 567-588 ). 

1 See the description in Herodot. vi. 61, of the prayers offered to her, and 
of the miracle which she wrought, to remove the repulsive ugliness of a little 
Spartan girl of high family. Compare also Pindar, Olymp. iii. 2, and the 
Scholia at the beginning of the ode; Eurip. Helen. 1662, and Orest. 1652= 
1706; Isokrat. Encom. Helen. ii. p. 868, Auger; Dio Chrysost. Or. xi. p, 
311. Sedo évouiodn mapa Toig “EAAnor; Theodectés ap. Aristot. Pol. i. 2, 19 
Ociav an’ Guooiv Exyovoy Pilouatwv. 

2 Euripid. Troad. 982 sey.; Lycophron ap. Steph. Byz. v. Alyic; Ste- 
sichorus ap. Schol. Eurip. Orest. 239; Fragm. 9 and 10 of the ’ IAéov Tlépovg, 
Schneidewin : — 

Otvexa Tuvddpews Pélov ardor Seoic wide Aa@SeT’ PrLoddpov 
Korpidoc: keiva dé Tuvddpew kobvpacor yoAwoapéva 
Avyapove tptyapoug ridnat 
Kat Avrrecavopac......... : 
Burtiiers © | cn eeeeces *EXévn éxotoa’ drnpe, ete. 
He had probably contrasted her with other females carried away by force. 

Stesichorus also affirmed that Iphigeneia was the daughter of Helen, by 
Théseus, born at Argos before her marriage with Menelaus and made over 
to Klytemnéstra: this tale was perpetuated by the temple of Hileithyia at 
Argos, which the Argeians affirmed to have been erected by Helen (Pausan. 
ii. 22.7). The ages ascribed by Hellanikus and other logographers (Hellan 
Fr. 74) to Théseus and Helen — he fifty years of age and she a child of seven 
— when he carried her off to Aphidne, can never have been the original form 
of any poetical legend: these ages were probably imagined in order to make 
the mythical chronology run smoothly; for Théseus belongs to the genera. 
tion before the Trojan war. But we ought always to recollect that Helen 
never grows old (77v yap garte Eupev’ dynpw — Quint. Smyrn. x. 312), and 
that her chronology consists only with an immortal being. Servius observes 
(ad Mneid. ii. 691) —“ Helenam immortalem fuisse indicat tempus. Nam 
constat fratres ejus cum Argonautis fuisse. Argonautarum filiicum Theba- 
his (Thebano Eteoclis et Polvnicis bello) dimicaverunt. Item illorum fit 
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and made sensible of his impiety; but having repented and com 
posed a special poem formally retracting the calumny, was per- 
mitted to recover his sight. In his poem of recantation (the 
famous palinode now unfortunately lost) he pointedly contradicted 
the Homeric narrative, affirming that Helen had never been to 
Troy at all, and that the Trojans had carried thither nothing but 
her image or ezddlon.! It is, probably, to the excited religious 
feelings of Stesichorus that we owe the first idea of this glaring 
deviation from the old legend, which could never have been 
recommended by any considerations of poetical interest. 

Other versions were afterwards started, forming a sort of com- 
promise between Homer and Stesichorus, admitting that Helen 
had never really been at Troy, without altogether denying her 
. @lopement. Such is the story of her having been detained in 
Egypt during the whole term of the siege. Paris, on his de- 
parture from Sparta, had been driven thither by storms, and the 
Egyptian king Proteus, hearing of the grievous wrong which he 


contra Trojam bella gesserunt. Ergo, si immortalis Helena non fuisset, tot 
sine dubio seculis durare non posset.” So Xenophon, after enumerating 
many heroes of different ages, all pupils of Cheirén, says that the life of 
Cheirén suffices for all, he being brother of Zeus (De Venatione, c. 1). 

The daughters of Tyndareus are Klyteemnéstra, Helen, and Timandra, all 
open to the charge advanced by Stesichorus: see about Timandra, wife of 
the Tegeate Echemus, the new fragment of the Hesiodic Catalogue, recently 
restored by Geel (G6ttling, Pref. Hesiod. p. Ixi.). 

It is curious to read, in Bayle’s article Héleéne, his critical discussion of the 
adventures ascribed to her —as if they were genuine matter of history, more 
or less correctly reported. 

1 Plato, Republic. ix. p 587.c.10. domep Td TH¢ ‘EAévng eidwhov Ery- 
oixopss gnot meptmaynrov yéveo3at év Tpoin, dyvoia Tod dAnSove. 

Isokrat. Encom. Helen. t. ii. p. 370, Auger; Plato, Pheedr. c. 44. p. 243- 
244; Max. Tyr. Diss. xi. p. 320, Davis; Conon, Narr. 18; Dio Chrysost. 
Or. xi. p. 323. Tov uiv Btyoiyopov év rH borepov Ody A€éyerv, O TO Tapa 
mav obd& wmAevoeterv fH ‘EAévy ovdduooe. Horace, Od. i. 17, 
Epod. xvii. 42. — 
“ Infamis Helene Castor offensus vice, 

Fraterque magni Castoris, victi prece, 

Adempta vati reddidere lumina.” 
Pausan. iii. 19,5. Virgil, surveying the war from the point of view of the 
Trojans, had no motive to look upon Helen with particular tenderness: 
Deiphobus imputes to her the basest treachery (Aineid, vi. 511. “ scelus 
evitiale Lacxne ;” compare ii. 567). 
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had committed towards Menelaus, had sew; him away from the 
country with severe menaces, detaining Helen until her lawful 
husband should come to seek her. When the Greeks reclaimed 
Helen from Troy, the Trojans assured them solemnly, that she 
neither was, nor ever had been, in the town; but the Greeks, 
treating this allegation as fraudulent, prosecuted the siege until 
their ultimate success confirmed the correctness of the statement, 
nor did Menelaus recover Helen until, on his return from Troy, 
he visited Egypt.! Such was the story told by the Egyptian 
priests to Herodotus, and it appeared satisfactory to his his- 
toricizing mind. “For if Helen had really been at Troy (he 
argues) she would certainly have been given up, even had she 
been mistress of Priam himself instead of Paris: the Trojan 
king, with all his family and all his subjects, would never know- . 
ingly have incurred utter and irretrievable destruction for the 
purpose of retaining her: their misfortune was, that while they 
did not possess, and therefore could not restore her, they yet 
found it impossible to convince the Greeks that such was the 
fact.” Assuming the historical character of the war of Troy, 
the remark of Herodotus admits of no reply; nor can we great- 
ly wonder that he acquiesced in the tale of Helen’s Egyptian 
detention, as a substitute for the “incredible insanity” which the 


‘ Herodot. ii. 120. ob yap 07 obtw ye gpevoBAaBHe jv 6 IIpiapoc, ob0 ob 
GAAoL TpooHKovTec avT@, etc. The passage is too long to cite, but is highly 
curious: not the least remarkable part is the religious coloring which he 
gives to the new version of the story which he is adopting, —“the Trojans, 
though they had not got Helen, yet could not persuade the Greeks that this 
was the fact; for it was the divine will that they should be destroyed root 
and branch, in order to make it plain to mankind that upon great crimes the 
gods inflict great punishments.” 

Dio Chrysostom (Or. xi. p. 833) reasons in the same way as Herodotus 
against the credibility of the received narrative. On the other hand, Iso- 
kratés, in extolling Helen, dwells on the calamities of the Trojan war as a test 
of the peerless value of the prize (Encom. Hel. p. 360, Aug.): in the view 
of Pindar (Olymp. xiii. 56), as well as in that of Hesiod (Opp. Di. 165), 
Helen is the one prize contended for. 

Euripidés, in his tragedy of Helen, recognizes the detention of Helen ig 
Egypt and the presence of her eidwAov at Troy, but he follows Stesichorus 
in denying her elopement altogether, — Hermés had carried her to Egypt im 


® cloud (Helen. 35-45, 706): compare Von Hoff, De Mytho Helens Burk 
pidez, cap. 2. p. 35 (Leyden, 1843). 
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genuine legend imputes to Priam and the Trojans. Pansanias, 
upor she same ground and by the same mode of reasoning, pro 
nounces that the Trojan horse must have been in point of fact a 
battering-engine, because to admit the literal narrative would be 
to impute utter childishness to the defenders of the city. And 
Mr. Payne Knight rejects Helen altogether as the real cause of 
the Trojan war, though she may have been the pretext of it; for 
he thinks that neither the Greeks nor the Trojans could have 
been so mad and silly as to endure calamities of such magni- 
tude “ for one little woman.”! Mr. Knight suggests various po- 
litical causes as substitutes ; these might deserve consideration, 
either if any evidence could be produced to countenance them, 
or if the subject on which they are brought to bear could be 
shown to belong to the domain of history. 

The return of the Grecian chiefs from Troy furnished matter 
to the ancient epic hardly less copious than the siege itself, and 
the more susceptible of indefinite diversity, inasmuch as those 
who had before acted in concert were now dispersed and iso- 
lated. Moreover the stormy voyages and compulsory wanderings 
of the heroes exactly fell in with the common aspirations after 
an heroic founder, and enabled even the most remote Hellenic 
settlers to connect the origin of their town with this prominent 
event of their ante-historical and semi-divine world. And an 
absence of ten years afforded room for the supposition of many 
domestic changes in their native abode, and many family misfor- 
tunes and misdeeds during the interval. One of these heroie 
‘ Returns,” that of Odysseus, has been immortalized by the verse 
of Homer. The hero, after a series of long-protracted suffering 
and expatriation, inflicted on him by the anger of Poseidon, at 
last reaches his native island, but finds his wife beset, his youth- 
ful son insulted, and his substance plundered, by a troop of inso- 
lent suitors ; he is forced to appear as a wretched beggar, and to 
endure in his own person their scornful treatment; but finally, 
by the interference of Athéné coming in aid of his own courage 


Pausan. i. 23 8; Payne Knight, Prolegg. ad Homer. ¢. 53. Euphorion 
gonstrued the wooden horse into a Grecian ship called “Immoc, “ The Herse 
Euphorion, Fragm. 34. ap. Diintzer, Fragm. Epicc. Gree. p. 55). 
See Thucyd. i. 12; vi. 2. 
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aud stratagem, he is enabled to overwhelm his enemies, to resume 
his family position, and to recover his property. The return of 
several other Grecian chiefs was the subject of an epic poem by 
Hagias, which is now lost, but of which a brief abstract or argu- 
ment still remains: there were in antiquity various other poems 
of similar title and analogous matter.! 

As usual with the ancient epic, the multiplied sufferings of thie 
back-voyage are traced to divine wrath, justly provoked by the 
sins of the Greeks; who, in the fierce exultation of a victory pur- 
chased by so many hardships, had neither respected nor even? 
spared the altars of the gods in Troy ; and Athéné, who had been 
their most zealous ally during the siege, was so incensed by their 
final recklessness, more especially by the outrage of Ajax, son 
of Oileus, that she actively harassed and embittered their return, 
in spite of every effort to appease her. The chiefs began to 
quarrel among themselves ; their formal assembly became a 
scene of drunkenness; even Agamemnon and Menelaus lost 
their fraternal harmony, and each man acted on his own separate 
resolution. Nevertheless, according to the Odyssey, Nestér, 
Diomédés, Neoptolemus, Idomeneus and Philoktétés reached 
home speedily and safely: Agamemno6n also arrived in Pelopow 
nésus, to perish by the hand of a treacherous wife; but Mene- 
laus was condemned to long wanderings and to the severest pri- 
vations in Egypt, Cyprus and elsewhere, before he could set foot 
in his native land. The Lokrian Ajax perished on the Gyrxan 
rock.4 Though exposed to a terrible storm, he had already 
reached this place of safety, when he indulged in the rash boast 
of having escaped in defiance of the gods: no sooner did Pos 
seiddn hear this language, than he struck with his trident the 


1 Suidas, v. Nooroc. Wiillner, De Cyclo Epico, p. 93. Also a poem 
*Arpedav Kadodoc (Athene. vii. p. 281). 

2 Upon this the turn of fortune in Grecian affairs depends (schyl. Aga 
memn. 338; Odyss. iii. 130; Eurip. Troad. 69-95). 

3 Odyss. iii. 130-161 ; Auschyl. Agamemn. 650-662. . 

4 Odyss iii. 188-196; iv. 5-87. The Egyptian cit cf Kanopus, at the 
mouth of the Nile, was believed to have taken its name from the pilot of 
Menelaus, who had died and was buried there (Strabo, xvii. p. 801; Tacit 
Ann. ii. 60). Meveddiog vouoc, so called after Menelaus (Dio Chryscst. xi 
p. 361). 
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rock which Ajax was grasping and precipitated both into the sea.! 
Kalchas the soothsayer, together with Leonteus and Polypoetés, 
proceeded by land from. Troy to Kolophon.2 

In respect however to these and other Grecian heroes, tales 
were told different from those in the Odyssey, assigning to them 
a long expatriation and a distant home. Nestdr went to Italy, 
where he founded Metapontum, Pisa and Hérakleia:? Philok- 
tétést also went to Italy, founded Petilia and Krimisa, and sent 
settlers to Egesta in Sicily. Neoptolemus, under the advice of 
Thetis, marched by land across Thrace, met with Odysseus, who 
had come by sea, at Maroneia, and then pursued his journey to 
Epirus, where he became king of the Molossians.5 Idomeneus 
came to Italy, and founded Uria in the Salentine peninsula. Die 
omédés, after wandering far and wide, went along the Italian 
coast into the innermost Adriatic gult, and finally settled in Daue 
nia, founding the cities of Argyrippa, Beneventum, Atria and 
Diomédeia: by the favor of Athéné he became immortal, and 
was worshipped as a god in many different places.6 The Le 


1 Odyss. iv. 500. The epic Nooro: of Hagias placed this adventure of 
Ajax on the rocks of Kaphareus, a southern promontory of Kubcea (Argum. 
Nooror, p. 23, Diintzer). Deceptive lights were kindled on the dangerous 
rocks by Nauplius, the father of Palamédés, in revenge for the death of his 
son (Sophoklés, NadrAro¢g Mupkaede, a lost tragedy; Hygin. f. 116; Senee. 
Agamemn. 567). 

2 Areument. Nooro, ué sup. There were monuments of Kalchas neag 
Sipontum in Italy also (Strabo, vi. p. 284), as well as at Selgé in Pisidia 
(Strabo, xii. p. 570). 

3 Strabo, v. p. 222; vi. p. 264. Vellei. Paterc. i.1; Servius ad Ain. x. 179, 
He had built a temple to Athéné in the island of Keds (Strabo, x. p. 487). 

4 Strabo, vi. pp. 254, 272; Virgil, Aun. iii. 401, and Servius ad loc.; Ly- 
cophron, 912. 

Both the tomb of Philcktétés and the arrows of Héraklés which he had 
ased against Troy, were for a long time shown at Thurium (Justin, xx. 1), 

® Argumeut. Néorot, p. 23, Diintz.; Pindar, Nem. iv. 51. According to 
Pindar, however, Neoptolemus comes from Troy by sea, misses the island of 
Skyrus, and sails round to the Epeirotic Ephyra (Nem. vii. 37). 

6 Pindar, Nem. x. 7, with the Scholia. Strabo, ili. p. 150; v. p. 214-215; 
vi, p. 284. Stephan. Byz. ’Apyipurra, Avounésia. Aristotle recognizes him 
as buried in the Diomedean islands in the Adriatic (Anthol. Gr. Branck. i 


. 178). ach Ss ; 
‘ The identical tripod which had been gained by Diomédés, as victor im 
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krian followers of Ajax founded the Epizephyrian Lokri on the 
southernmost corner of Italy,! besides another settlement in Libya 
I have spoken in another place of the compulsory exile of Teu- 
kros, who, besides founding the city of Salamis in Cyprus, is said 
to have established some settlements in the Iberian peninsula.? 
Menestheus the Athenian did the like, and also founded both Elea 
in Mysia and Skylletium in Italy. The Arcadian chief Aga- 
penor founded Paphus in Cyprus.4 Epeius, of Panopeus in 
Phékis, the constructor of the Trojan horse with the aid of the 
goddess Athéné, settled at Lagaria near Sybaris on the coast of 
Italy ; and the very tools which he had employed in that remark- 
able fabric were shown down toa late date in the temple of 
Athéné at Metapontum.> ‘Temples, altars and towns were also 
pointed out in Asia Minor, in Samos and in Kréte, the foundation 
of Agamemnon or of his followers.6 The inhabitants of the Gre- 
cian town of Skioné, in the Thracian peninsula called Palléné ot 
Pelléné, accounted themselves the offspring of the Pellénians 
from Achza in Peloponnésus, who had served under Agamem- 
non before Troy, and who on their return from the siege had 
been driven on the spot by a storm and there settled? The 
Pamphylians, on the southern coast of Asia Minor, deduced their 


the chariot-race at the funeral games of Patroclus, was shown at Delphi in 
the time of Phanias, attested by an inscription, as well as the dagger which 
had been worn by Helikaén, son of Antendér (Athens. vi. p. 232). 

1 Virgil, Aneid, iii. 399.; xi. 265; and Servius, ibid. Ajax, the son of 
Oitleus, was worshipped there as a hero (Cond6n, Narr. 18). 

? Strabo, iii. p. 257; Isokratés, Evagor. Encom. p. 192; Justin, xliv. 3. 
Ajax, the son of Teukros, established a temple of Zeus, and an hereditary 
priesthood always held by his descendants (who mostly bore the name of 
Ajax or Teukros), at Olbé in Kilikia (Strabo, xiv. p. 672). Teukros carried 
with him his Trojan captives to Cyprus (Athene. vi. p. 256). 

3 Strabo, iii. p. 140-150; vi. p. 261; xiii. p. 622. See the epitaphs on 
Teukros and Agapendr by Aristotle (Antholog. Gr. ed. Brunck. i. p. 179-180). 

4 Strabo, xiv. p. 683; Pausan. viii. 5, 2. 

5 Strabo, vi. p. 263; Justin, xx. 2; Avistot. Mirab. Ausc. c. 108. Also the 
epigram of the Rhodian Simmias called [eAexi¢ (Antholog. Gr. Brunck. i. 
p. 210). 

® Vellei. Patercul. i. 1. Stephan. Byz. v. Adu. Strabo, xiii. p. 605; xiv 
p. 639. Theopompus (Fragm. 111, Didot) recounted that Agamemnon and 


bis followers had possessed themselves of the larger portion of Cyprus 
7 Thucydid. iv. 120. 
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origin from the wanderings of Amphilochus and Kalchas after 
the siege of Troy: the inhabitants of the Amphilochian Argos 
on the Gulf of Ambrakia revered the same Amphilochus as their 
founder.! The Orchomenians under Ialmenus, on quitting the 
conquered city, wandered or were driven to the eastern extremity 
of the Euxine Sea; and the barbarous Achzans under Mount 
Caucasus were supposed to have derived their first establishment 
from this source.2 Merionés with his Krétan followers settled 
at Engyion in Sicily, along with the preceding Krétans who had 
remained there after the invasion of Minds. The Elyminians in 
Sicily also were composed of Trojans and Greeks separately 
driven to the spot, who, forgetting their previous differences, 
united in the joint settlements of Eryx and Egesta. We hear 
of Podaleirius both in Italy and on the coast of Karia;4 of Aka- 
mas, son of Théseus, at Amphipolis in Thrace, at Soli in Cyprus, 
and at Synnada in Phrygia; of Guneus, Prothous and Eurypy- 
lus, in Kréte as well as in Libya.6 The obscure poem of Ly 
cophrén enumerates many of these dispersed and expatriated 
heroes, whose conquest of ‘Troy was indeed a Kadmeian victory 
(according to the proverbial phrase of the Greeks), wherein the 
sufferings of the victor were little inferior to those of the vane 
quished.?. It was particularly among the Italian Greeks, where 
they were worshipped with very special solemnity, that their 
presence as wanderers from Troy was reported and believed. 


1 Herodot. vii. 91; Thucyd. ii. 68. According to the old elegiac poet 
Kallinos, Kalchas himself had died at Klarus near Kolophon after his march 
from Troy, but Mopsus, his rival in the prophetic function, had conducted his 
followers into Pamphylia and Kilikia (Strabo, xii. p. 570; xiv. p. 668). The 
oracle of Amphilochus at Mallus in Kilikia bore the highest character for 
exactness and truth-telling in the time of Pausanias, pavreiov apevdéoraroy 
tév éx’ éuod (Paus, i. 34, 2). Another story recognized Leonteus and Pely- 
peetés as the founders of Aspendus in Kilikia (Eustath. ad Iliad. ii. 138). 

® Strabo, ix. p. 416. 3 Diod6r. iv. 79; Thucyd. vi. 2. 

4 Stephan, Byz. v. Sépvya; Lycophrén, 1047. 

® Wschines, De Falsi Legat. c. 14; Strabo, xiv. p. 683; Stephan. Byz 
v. Dovvada. 

® Lycophrén, 877-902, with Scholia; Apollodér. Fragm. p. 386, Heyne 
There is also a long enumeration of these returning wanderers and founders 
ef new settlements in Solinus (Polyhist. c. 2). 

7 Strabo, iii. p. 150. 

® Aristot. Mirabil. Auscult. 79, 106, 107, 109, 111. 
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I pass over the numerous other tales which circulated among 
the ancients, illustrating the ubiquity of the Grecian and Trojan 
heroes as well as that of the Argonauts, — one of the most strike 
ing features in the Hellenic legendary world.!| Amongst them 
all, the most interesting, individually, is Odysseus, whose roman- 
tic adventures in fabulous places and among fabulous persons 
have been made familiarly known by Homer. The goddesses 
Kalypso and Circé; the semi-divine mariners of Pheeacia, whose 
ships are endowed with consciousness and obey without a steers- 
man; the one-eyed Cyclipes, the gigantic Lestrygones, and the 
wind-ruler Zolus ; the Sirens who ensnare by their song, as the 
Lotophagi fascinate by their food —all these pictures formed in- 
tegral and interesting portions of the old epic. Homer leaves 
Odysseus reéstablished in his house and family; but so marked 
a personage could never be permitted to remain in the tameness 
of domestic life: the epic poem called the Telegonia ascribed to 
him a subsequent series of adventures. After the suitors had 
been buried by their relatives, he offered sacrifice to the Nymphs, 
and then went to Elis to inspect his herds of cattle there pastur- 
ing: the Eleian Polyxenus welcomed him hospitably, and made 
him a present of a bowl: Odysseus then returned to Ithaka, and 
fulfilled the rites and sacrifices prescribed to him by Teiresias in 
his visit to the under-world. This obligation discharged, he went 
to the country of the Thesprotians, and there married the queen 
Kallidiké: he headed the Thesprotians in a war against the 
Brygians, the latter being conducted by Arés himself, who fierce- 
ly assailed Odysseus ; but the goddess Athéné stood by him, and 
he was enabled to make head against Arés until Apollo came 


* Strabo, i. p. 48. After dwelling emphatically on the long voyages of 
Dionysus, Héraklés, Jason, Odysseus, and Menelaus, he says, Alveiay d% kat 
Aythvopa Kai 'Everodc, kal drAdc Tode é« tod Tpwikod Twohéuov TAavySéevTag 
ele rdoav THY oikovpévn», Géov LI) TOV Tahaey avSporav vouicoat ; 
ZvvéBn yap Oy toic rote “HAAN, duoiwe Kab roic BaBaporc, dvd rov Tie oTpa- 
Telac Xpovov, amoBareiv Ta Te év olkw Kal TH oTpaTela roptadévra’ Hore beta 
Thy Tob "Idiov kataotpogiy tobe Te vixhoavtac én) Ajoreray tparéoPat bd 
TA¢ Gropiac, Kal TOAA® pGAAov Tode HrrnVévtac Kal TEpLyevouévoug &K TOB 
mohénxov. Kai d) kal mode bri rotTw v KTLOSAVAL Aéyovta. KaTe 
Kadoav tiv Elo tHo'EAAGSOC napadiap, gor & drov kal THY “eOe 
yarav. 
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and parted them. Odysseus then returned to Ithaka, leaving 
the Thesprotian kingdom to Polypcetés, his son by Kallidiké, 
Telegonus, his son by Circé, coming to Ithaka in search of his 
father, ravaged the island and killed Odysseus without knowing 
who he was. Bitter repentance overtook the son for his un- 
designed parricide: at his prayer and by the intervention of 
his mother Circé, both Penelopé and Télemachus were made im- 
mortal: Telegonus married Penelopé, and Télemachus married 
Circé.! 

We see by this poem that Odysseus was represented as the 
mythical ancestor of the Thesprotian kings, just as Neoptolemus 
was of the Molossian. 

It has already been mentioned that Antendr and A®neas stand 
distinguished from the other Trojans by a dissatisfaction with 
Priam and a sympathy with the Greeks, which is by Sophoklés 
and others construed as treacherous collusion,2— a suspicion in- 

. directly glanced, though emphatically repelled, by the /Eneas of 
Virgil. In the old epic of Arktinus, next in age to the Iliad 
and Odyssey, Aineas abandons Troy and retires to Mount Ida, 
in terror at the miraculous death of Laocodén, before the entry of 
the Greeks into the town and the last night-battle: yet Leschés, 
in another of the ancient epic poems, represented him as having 
been carried away captive by Neoptolemus.!| In a remarkable 


1 The Telegonia, composed by Eugammon of Kyréné, is lost, but the 
Argument of it has been preserved by Proclus (p. 25, Diintzer; Dictys, vi. 
15). 

Pausanias quotes a statement from the poem called Thesprotis, respecting 
a son of Odysseus and Penelopé, called Ptoliporthus, born after his return 
from Troy (viii. 12, 8). Nitzsch (Hist. Homer. p. 97) as well as Lobeck 
seem to imagine that this is the same poem as the Telegonia, under another 
title. 

Aristotle notices an oracle of Odysseus among the Eurytanes, a branch 
of the Xtolian nation: there were also places in Epirus which boasted of 
Odysseus as their founder (Schol. ad Lycophrén. 800; Stephan. Byz. v. 
Botveyua; Etymolog. Mag. ’Apkeiovocg; Plutarch, Quest. Gr. c. 14). 

2 Dionys. Hal. i. 46-48; Sophokl. ap. Strab. xiii. p. 608; Livy,i.1; Xeno 
phox, Venat. i. 15. 

3 Jin. ii. 433. 

4 Argument of ’IAéov Tépoug; Fragm. 7. of Leschés, in Ddantzer’s Collee 


tion, p. 19-21. 
Hellanikus seems to have adopted this retirement of Aineas to the strong 
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passage of the Iliad, Poseidén describes the family of Priam aa 
having incurred the hatred of Zeus, and predicts that /uneas 
and his descendants shall reign over the Trojans: the race of 
Dardanus, beloved by Zeus more than all his other sons, would 
thus be preserved, since /Mneas belonged to it. Accordingly, 
when Amneas is in imminent peril from the hands of Achilles, 
Poseidén specially interferes to rescue him, and ey ‘n the impla- 
cable miso-Trojan goddess Héré assents to the proceeding.!_ These 
passages have been construed by various able critics to refer to a 
family of philo-Hellenic or semi-Hellenic Auneadx, known even 
in the time of the early singers of the Iliad as masters of some 
territory in or near the Troad, and professing to be descended 
from, as well as worshipping, Auneas. In the town of Sképsis, 
situated in the mountainous range of Ida, about thirty miles east- 
ward of Ilium, there existed two noble and priestly families who 
professed to be descended, the one from Hectér, the other from 
Amneas. The Sképsian critic Démétrius (in whose time both these 
families were still to be found) informs us that Skamandrius son 
of Hectér, and Ascanius son of A®neas, were the archegets or 
heroic founders of his native city, which had been originally 
situated on one of the highest ranges of Ida, and was subse- 


est parts of Mount Ida, but to have reconciled it with the stories of the 
migration of Aineas, by saying that he only remained in Ida a little time, 
and then quitted the country altogether by virtue of a convention concluded 
with the Greeks (Dionys. Hal. i. 47-48). Among the infinite variety of 
stories respecting this hero, one was, that after having effected his settle 
ment in Italy, he had returned to Troy and resumed the sceptre, bequeath. 
ing it at his death to Ascanius (Dionys. Hal. i. 53): this was a comprehen: 
sive scheme for apparently reconciling all the legends. 
} Tliad, xx. 300. Poseiddn speaks, respecting Auneas — 

°AAN dyed’, Hueic wep pv br’ éx Gavarov ayaywuer, 

Maras Kal Kpovidng kexyoAdcetal, alxev ’AylAAede 

Tovde xataxteivy* udpyuov 0é ol Ear’ ahéaodar, 

"Obpa un dorepuog jeven Kai GbavToc OAnTaL 

Aapdavov, bv Kpovidng rep) ravtav didato raidwr, 

Oi ev &eyévovto, yuvarkdv Te Svntawr. 

"Hon yap Iprapuovu yevenv nx 8npe Kpovior: 

Nov dé 6) Aiveiao Bin Tpdecory avaget, 

Kat raidwy raidec, toi kev petoriode yévwrT at, 
Again, vy. 339, Poseidon tells Aneas that he has nothing to dread from any 
other Greek than Achilles. 
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quently transferred by them to the less lofty spot on which it 
stood in his time.! In Arisbé and Gentinus there seem to have 
been families professing the same descent, since the same arche- 
gets were acknowledged.2, In Ophrynium, Hectér had his con- 
secrated edifice, and in Ilium both he and Aineas were worshipped 
as gods:? and it was the remarkable statement of the Lesbian 
Menekratés, that Auneas, “ having been wronged by Paris and 
stripped of the sacred privileges which belonged to him, avenged 
himself by betraying the city, and then became one of the Greeks.”4 

One tale thus among many respecting A¢neas, and that too the 
«ost ancient of all, preserved among the natives of the Troad, 
who worshipped him as their heroic ancestor, was, that after the 
capture of Troy he continued in the country as king of the re- 
maining Trojans, on friendly terms with the Greeks. But there 
were other tales respecting him, alike numerous and _irreconcil- 


' See O. Miiller, on the causes of the mythe of Adneas and his voyage to 
Italy, in Classical Journal, vol. xxvi. p. 308; Klausen, Aineas und die Pene 
ten, vol. i. p. 43-52. 

Démétrius Sképs. ab. Strab. xiii. p. 607; Nicolaus ap. Steph. Byz. y. 
*Aoxavia. Démétrius conjectured that Sképsis had been the regal seat of 
neas: there was a village called Atneia near to it (Strabo, xiii. p. 603). 

2 Steph. Byz. v. "Apion, Tevrivoc. Ascanius is king of Ida after the 
departure of the Greeks (Conén, Narr. 41; Mela, i. 18). Ascanius portus 
between Phokx and Kymé. 

3 Strabo, xiii. p. 595; Lycophron, 1208, and Sch.; Athenagoras, Legat. 
1. Inscription in Clarke’s Travels, vol. ii. p. 86, Of "IAvetg tov marpiov Sedy 
Aiveiav. Lucian, Deor. Concil. c. 12. i. 111. p. 934, Hemst. 

4 Menekrat. ap. Dionys. Hal. i. 48. ’Ayavode dé avin eixe (after the burial) 
wal éddKeov THe OTpATLAG THY KEpadyny arnpaySa. “Opwe dé Tagov aity dai- 
cavrec, xokéucov yH Tao, aypic “Asog éaAw, Aiveiew évddvtog.  Alveing 
yap aritoc édy bd ’AAeSavdpov, kal Grd yepéwy lepdv eeipyouevoc, avérpepe 
Hpiayov, éipyacapevoc d& tadra, sig "Ayaldv éyeyovet. 

Abas, in his T’rroica, gave a narrative different from any other preserved : 
“ Quidam ab Abante, qui Zyroica scripsit, relatum ferunt, post discessum a 
Trojd Grecorum Astyanacti ibi datum regnum, hune ab Antenore expul- 
sum sociatis sibi finitimis civitatibus, inter quas et Arisba fuit: A®nean hoe 
gegre tulisse, et pro Astyanacte arma cepisse ac prospere gesta re Astyanact: 
restituisse regnum” (Servius ad Virg. Aneid. ix. 264). According to Dik- 
tys, Antenér remains king and Aineas goes away (Dikt. v. 17): Antenor 
brings the Palladium to the Greeks (Dikt, v. 8). Syncellus, on the con- 
trary, tells us that the sons of Hectér recovered ium by the suggestions of 
Helenus, expelling the Atenorids (Syncell. p. 322, ed. Bonn) 
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able: the hand of destiny marked him as a wanderer (fato pro- 
fugus), and his ubiquity is not exceeded even by that of Odyse 
seus. We hear of him at A®nusin Thrace, in Palléné, at Mneia 
in the Thermaic Gulf, in Delus, at Orchomenus and Mantineia 
in Arcadia, in the islands of Kythéra and Zakynthus, in Leukas 
and Ambrakia, at Buthrotum in Epirus, on the Salentine penin- 
sula and various other places in the southern region of Italy ; at 
Drepana and Segesta in Sicily, at Carthage, at Cape Palinurus, 
Cumz, Misenum, Caieta, and finally in Latium, where he lays 
the first humble foundation of the mighty Rome and her em- 
pire! And the reason why his wanderings were not continued 
still further was, that the oracles and the pronounced will of the 
gods directed him to settle in Latium.2 In each of these numer- 
ous places his visit was commemorated and certified by local 
monuments or special legends, particularly by temples and per- 
manent ceremonies in honor of his mother Aphrodité, whose 
worship accompanied him everywhere: there were also many 
temples and many different tombs of /Eneas himself.3 The vast 
ascendency acquired by Rome, the ardor with which all the 
literary Romans espoused the idea of a Trojan origin, and the 
fact that the Julian family recognized A®neas as their gentile 
primary ancestor, — all contributed to give to the Roman version 
of his legend the preponderance over every other. The various 
other places in which monuments of ASneas were found came 
thus to be represented as places where he had halted for a time 


'Dionys. Halic. A. R. i. 48-54; Heyne, Excurs. 1 ad Aneid. iii.; De 
/Enex Erroribus, and Excurs. 1 ad Ain. v.; Conén. Narr. 46; Livy, xl. 4; 
Stephan. Byz. Aiveva. The inhabitants of Auneia in the Thermaic Gulf 
worshipped him with great solemnity as their heroic founder (Pausan. iii. 
22,4; villi. 12,4). The tomb of Anchisés was shown on the confines of the 
Arcadian Orchomenus and Mantineia (compare Steph. Byz. v. Kadvat) 
under the mountain called Anchisia, near a temple of Aphrodité: on the 
discrepancies respecting the death of Anchisés (Heyne. Excurs. 17 ad Aa 
iii.): Segesta in Sicily founded by Aineas (Cicero, Verr. iv. 33). 

* Tod dé unnéte mpocwrépw tie Ebporne wiedoat Tov Tpwikdy ordAon, of Te 
unopol éyévovTo aittot, etc. (Dionys. Hal. i. 55). 

’Dionys. Hal. i. 54. Among other places, his tomb was shown at Bere 
eynthia, in Phrygia (Festus, v. Romam, p.224, ed. Miller): a curious articla, 
which contains an assemblage of the most contradictory statements respect: 
mg both Aneas and Latinus, 
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en his way from Troy to Latium. But though the legendary 
pretensions of these places were thus eclipsed in the eyes of 
those who constituted the literary public, the local belief was not 
extinguished : they claimed the hero as their permanent proper- 
ty, and his tomb was to them a proof that he had lived and died 
among them. 

Antenér, who shares with /®neas the favorable sympathy of 
the Greeks, is said by Pindar to have gone from Troy along with 
Menelaus and Helen into the region of Kyréné in Libya.! But 
according to the more current narrative, he placed himself at 
the head of a body of Eneti or Veneti from Paphlagonia, who 
had come as allies of Troy, and went by sea into the inner part 
of the Adriatic Gulf, where he conquered the neighboring bar- 
barians and founded the town of Patavium (the modern Padua) ; 
the Veneti in this region were said to owe their origin to his im- 
migration.2, We learn further from Strabo, that Opsikellas, one 
of the companions of Antendr, had continued his wanderings 
even into Ibéria, and that he had there established a settlement 
bearing his name.3 

Thus endeth the Trojan war; together with its sequel, the dis- 
persion of the heroes, victors as well as vanquished. ‘The ac- 
count here given of it has been unavoidably brief and imperfect; 
for in a work intended to follow consecutively the real history of 
the Greeks, no greater space can be allotted even to the most 
splendid gem of their legendary period. Indeed, although it would 
be easy to fill a large volume with the separate incidents which 
have been introduced into the “Trojan cycle,” the misfortune is 
that they are for the most part so contradictory as to exclude all 
possibility of weaving them into one connected narrative. We 
are compelled to select one out of the number, generally without 
any solid ground of preference, and then to note the variations of 
the rest. No one who has not studied the original documents 


! Pindar, Pyth. y., and the citation from the Nooro: of Lysimachus in the 
Scholia; given still more fully in the Scholia ad  Lyccphron. 875. There 
was a Addo ’Avtnvopidwy at Kyréné. 

3 Livy, i. 1. Servius ad Alineid. i. 242. Strabo, i, 48; vy 212. Ovid 
Basti, iv. 75. 

® Strabo, iii. p. 157. 
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can imagine the extent to which this discrepancy proceeds; if 
covers almost every portion and fragment of the tale.! 

But though much may have been thus omitted of what the 
reader might expect to find in an account of the Trojan war, its 
genuine character has been studiously preserved, without either 
exaggeration or abatement. The real Trojan war is that which 
was recounted by Homer and the old epic poets, and continued 
by all the lyric and tragic composers. For the latter, though 
they took great liberties with the particular incidents, and in- 
troduced to some extent a new moral tone, yet worked more or 
less faithfully on the Homeric scale: and even Euripides, who 
departed the most widely from the feeling of the old legend, nev 
er lowered down his matter tothe analogy of contemporary life. 
They preserved its well-defined object, at once righteous and ro- 
mantic, the recovery of the daughter of Zeus and sister of the 
Dioskuri —its mixed agencies, divine, heroic and human — the 
colossal force and deeds of its chief actors —its vast magnitude 
and long duration, as well as the toils which the conquerors un- 
derwent, and the Nemesis which followed upon their success. 
And these were the circumstances which, set forth in the full 
blaze of epic and tragic poetry, bestowed upon the legend its 
powerful and imperishable influence over the Hellenic mind. 
The enterprise was one comprehending all the members of the 
Hellenic body, of which each individually might be proud, and 
in which, nevertheless, those feelings of jealous and narrow par 
triotism, so lamentably prevalent in many of the towns, were as 
much as possible excluded. It supplied them with a grand and 
inexhaustible object of common sympathy, common faith, and 
common admiration ; and when occasions arose for bringing to- 
gether a Pan-Hellenic force against the barbarians, the prece- 
dent of the Homeric expedition was one upon which the elevated 
minds of Greece could dwell with the certainty of rousing an 
unanimous impulse, if not always of counterworking sinister by- 


‘ These diversities are well set forth in the useful Dissertation of Fuchs 
De Varietate Fabularum Troicarum (Cologne, 1830). 

Of the number of romantic statements put forth respecting Helen and 
Achilles especially, some idea may be formed from the fourth, fifth and sixth 
chapters of Ptolemy Héphestion (apud Westermann. Scriptt. Mythograph 
p. 188, ete.). 
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motives, among their audience. And the incidents comprised in 
the Trojan cycle were familiarized, not only to the public mind 
but also to the public eye, by innumerable representations both of 
the sculptor and the painter, — those which were romantic and 
chivalrous being better adapted for this purpose, and therefore 
more constantly employed, than any other. 

Of such events the genuine Trojan war of the old epic was 
for the most part composed. Though literally believed, reveren- 
tially cherished, and numbered among the gigantic phenomene 
of the past, by the Grecian public, it is in the eyes of modern 
inquiry essentially a legend and nothing more. If we are asked 
whether it be not a legend embodying portions of historical mat 
ter, and raised upon a basis of truth,— whether there may not 
really have occurred at the foot of the hill of Ilium a war purely 
human and political, without gods, without heroes, without Helen, 
without Amazons, without Ethiopians under the beautiful son of 
Eés, without the wooden horse, without the characteristic and ex- 
pressive features of the old epical war, — like the mutilated trunk 
of Deiphobus in the under-world ; if we are asked whether there 
was not really some such historical Trojan war as this, our an- 
swer must be, that as the possibility of it cannot be denied, so 
neither can the reality of it be affirmed. We possess nothing but 
the ancient epic itself without any independent evidence: had it 
been an age of records indeed, the Homeric epic in its exquisite 
and unsuspecting simplicity would probably never have come 
into existence. Whoever therefore ventures to dissect Homer, 
Arktinus and Leschés, and to pick out certain portions as matters 
of fact, while he sets aside the rest as fiction, must do so in full 
reliance on his own powers of historical divination, without any 
means either of proving or verifying his conclusions. Among 
many attempts, ancient as well as modern, to identify real objects 
in this historical darkness, that of Dio Chrysostom deserves at- 
tention for its extraordinary boldness. In his oration addressed 
to the inhabitants of Ilium, and intended to demonstrate that the 
Trojans were not only blameless as to the origin of the war, but 
victorious in its issue—he overthrows all the leading points of 
the Homeric narrative, and re-writes nearly the whole from be- 
ginning to end: Paris is the lawful husband of Helen, Achilles is 
slain by Hectér, and the Greeks retire without taking Troy, dis 
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graced as well as baffled. Having shown without difficulty that 
the Iliad, if it be looked at as a history, is full of gaps, incongrui- 
ties and absurdities, he proceeds to compose a more plausible nar- 
rative of his own, which he tenders as so much authentic matter 
of fact. The most important point, however, which his Oration 
brings to view is, the literal and confiding belief with which the 
Homeric narrative was regarded, as if it were actual history, not 
only by the inhabitants of Ilium, but also by the general Grecian 
public.! 

The small town of Ilium, inhabited by Eolic Greeks,? and 
raised into importance only by the legendary reverence attached 
to it, stood upon an elevated ridge forming a spur from Mount 
Ida, rather more than three miles from the town and promontory 
of Sigeium, and about twelve stadia, or less than two miles, from 
the sea at its nearest point. From Sigeium and the neighboring 
town of Achilleium (with its monument and temple of Achilles), 
to the town of Rheeteium on a hill higher up the Hellespont 
(with its monument and chapel of Ajax called the Aianteium?), 
was a distance of sixty stadia, or seven miles and a half in the 
straight course by sea: in the intermediate space was a bay and 
an adjoining plain, comprehending the embouchure of the Sca- 
mander, and extending to the base of the ridge on which Ilium 
stood. ‘This plain was the celebrated plain of Troy, in which 
the great Homeric battles were believed to have taken place: the 
portion of the bay near to Sigeium went by the name of the 
Naustathmon of the Achzeans (7. e. the spot where they dragged 
their ships ashore), and was accounted to have been the camp of 
Agamemnon and his vast army. 


? Dio Chrysost. Or. xi. p. 810-322. 

* Herodot. v. 122. Pausan. v. 8,3: viii. 12,4. AloAede é« mérewe Toga 
doc, the title proclaimed at the Olympic games; like Aioed¢ amd Movpivae, 
from Myrina in the more southerly region of Aolis, as we find in the list 
of visitors at the Charitésia, at Orchomenos in Boedtia (Corg. Inscrip. 
Boeckh. No. 1583). 

5 See Pausanias, i. 35, 3, for the legends current at Ilium respecting the 
vast size of the bones of Ajax in his tomb. The inhabitants affirmed that 
after the shipwreck of Odysseus, the arms of Achilles, which he was carry: 
ing away with him, were washed up by the sea against the tomb of Ajax 
Pliny gives the distance at thirty stadia: modern travellers make it some 
thing more than Pliny, but considerably less than Strabo. 

4 Strabo, xiii. p. 596-598 Strabo distinguishes the ’Ayaror Natoradpnow 
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Historical Vium was founded, according to the questionable 
statement of Strabo, during the last dynasty of the Lydian 
kings,! that is, at some period later than 720 B. c. Until after 
the days of Alexander the Great —indeed until the period of 
Roman preponderance — it always remained a place of inconsid- 
erable power and importance, as we learn not only from the as- 
sertion of the geographer, but also from the fact that Achilleium, 
Sigeium and Rho-teium were all independent of it.2 But incon- 
siderable as it might be, it was the only place which ever bore 
the venerable name immortalized by Homer. Like the Homerie 
Tlium, it had its temple of Athéné,3 wherein she was worshipped 
as the presiding goddess of the town: the inhabitants affirmed 
that Agamemnon had not altogether destroyed the town, but that 
it had been reoccupied after his departure, and had never ceased 
to exist.4 Their acropolis was called Pergamum, and in it was 
shown the house of Priam and the altar of Zeus Herkeius where 
that unhappy old man had been slain: moreover there were 
exhibited, in the temples, panoplies which had been worn by the 
Homeric heroes,° and doubtless many other relics appreciated by 
admirers of the Iliad. 


which was near to Siyeium, from the ’Aya@v AvuAv, which was more towards 
the middle of the bay between Sigeium and Rheeteium ; but we gather from 
his language that this distinction was not universally recognized. Alexan- 
der landed at the "AyacOv Aiuny (Arrian, i. 11). 

1 Strabo, xiii. p. 593. 

2 Herodot. v. 95 (his account of the war between the Athenians and Mity- 
lenzeans about Sigeium and Achilleium) ; Strabo, xiii. p. 5938. Tiv dé raw 
TAéwv mod tHv viv Téwe pev KwporodAw Elvai pact, TO lepdv éExovoay THe 
"AS val plLKpoy Kal EvTEAEC. *Adekavdpov O& dvaBavra meta THY éxi Tpavine 
vikgr, avadhuaot Te Kooujoat TO lepdv Kat TpocayopEvoal TOALY, ete. 

Again, Kal 7d "IWuor, 6 viv gori, Kaporonic Tug hy ore mpOtov ‘Payator THe 
%Aciac éréBnoav. 

3 Besides Athéné, the Inscriptions authenticate Zed¢ Todveds at Tium 
(Corp. Inscrip. Beeckh. No. 3599). 

4 Strabo, xiii. p. 600. Aéyovou 0” of viv "IAseig Kal TovTo, d¢ obdé TéAEWs 
ovveBawver hoaviodar Thy TOAW Kata THY GAwow brd TOv ’Ayalov, ob? én- 
AsigSyn oddérorte. 

The situation of Ilium (or as it is commonly, but erroneously, termed, 
New Ilium) appears to be pretty well ascertained, about two miles from the 
sea (Rennell, On the Topography of Troy, f. 41-71; Dr Clarke’s Travels, 
wol. ii. p. 102). 

® Xerxés passing by Adramyttium, and leaving the range of Mount Ida on 
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These were testimonies which few persons in those ages were 
inclined to question, when combined with the identity of name 
and general locality ; nor does it seem that any one did question 
them until the time of Démétrius of Sképsis. Hellanikus ex- 
pressly described this Ilium as being the Hium of Homer, for 
which assertion Strabo (or probably Démétrius, from whom the 
narrative seems to be copied) imputes to him very gratuitously 
an undue partiality towards the inhabitants of the town.! Hero- 
dotus relates, that Xerxés in his march into Greece visited the 
place, went up to the Pergamum of Priam, inquired with much 
interest into the details of the Homeric siege, made libations to 
the fallen heroes, and offered to the Athéné of Ilium his mag- 
nificent sacrifice of a thousand oxen: he probably represented 
and believed himself to be attacking Greece as the avenger of 
the Priamid family. The Lacedzmonian admiral Mindarus, 
while his fleet lay at Abydus, went personally to Ilium to offer 
sacrifice to Athéné, and saw from that elevated spot the battle 
fought between the squadron of Dorieus and the Athenians, on 
the shore near Rheeteium.2. During the interval between the 


his left hand, jie é¢ tiv ’lAcada y7v........-. Arckouévov dé Tod oTpaTot 
éxt tov XKauavdpov.........8¢ 7d Ipidpou épyapyov dvéBn, iuepov éyov 
Vejoacdar. Oenoduevocg d&, kal TUS OmEvog Keivov EkaoTa, TH 
Adnvain TH lArads ESuce Bode yYtAtag: yods dé ol payor Tolow howow tyé- 
QUTO roa selersier: “Awa nuépy 08 eropedero, év dprotépn méiv arépvwv ‘Porteiov 
ToAw Kat "Odpvvetov kat Adpdavov, hrep 67) ’ABLOW buovpoc éoriv: bv dekig 
68, TépyiSac Tevxpove (Herod. vii. 43). 

Respecting Alexander (Arrian, i. 11), "AveASovra 8 é¢ “IAov, rH ’ADnvd 
Vioa TH IAcad1, Kal THY TavorAiay tiv aitod avadeivar ei¢ Tov vady, Kar 
Kavereiv avtt tabtTn¢g TOV lepOv Tiva brrAwY Ett ex TOD Tpwlkod Epyov owl6- 
feva’ Kai Tavita Aéyovow oti of bnacnoTal Edepov Tpd abTod é¢ Tac uayac. 
Oioa dé abtiv én? Tob Bwpyod Tod Arde Tod ‘Epkeiov Adyoc Karéyer, unvev 
Ilpcayov rapartoipevov T@ NeontodAéuov yéver, 6 On é¢ abtov KadiKe. 

The inhabitants of Ilium also showed the lyre which had belonged to 
Paris (Plutarch, Alexand. c. 15). 

Chandler, in his History of Ilium, chap. xxii. p. 89, seems to think that 
the place called by Herodotus the Pergamum of Priam is different from the 
historical Ilium. But the mention of the Iliean Athéné identifies them as 
the same. 

1 Strabo xiii. p. 602. ‘EAAdviKo¢g dé yapilouevog totic "lAtedowv, olo¢g 6 
éxeivov uwvSoc, ovvnyopet TO THv abrhy elvar TOA THY viv TH TOTe. Hellan- 
ikus had written a work called Tpwika. 

? Xenoph. Hellen. i. 1, 10. Skylax places Ilium twenty-five stadia, o1 
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Peloponnesian war and the Macedonian invasion of Persia. Dium 
was always garrisoned as a strong position; but its domain was 
still narrow, and did not extend even to the sea which was so 
near to it.! Alexander, on crossing the Hellespont, sent his 
army from Sestus to Abydus, under Parmenio, and sailed persons 
ally from Eleus in the Chersonese, after having solemnly sac- 
rificed at the Eleuntian shrine of Prétesilaus, to the harbor of 
the Achzans between Sigeium and Rheeteium. He then ascended 
to Ilium, sacrificed to the Iliean Ath4né, and consecrated in her 
temple his own panoply, in exchange for which he took some of 
the sacred arms there suspended, which were said to have been 
preserved from the time of the Trojan war. These arms were 
carried before him when he went to battle by his armor-bearers, 
It is a fact still more curious, and illustrative of the strong work- 
ing of the old legend on an impressible and eminently religious 
mind, that he also sacrificed to Priam himself, on the very altar 
of Zeus Herkeius from which the old king was believed to have. 
been torn by Neoptolemus. As that fierce warrior was his heroie 
ancestor by the maternal side, he desired to avert from himself 
the anger of Priam against the Achilleid race.2 


about three miles, from the sea (c.94). But Ido not understand how he 
can call Sképsis and Kebrén w6Aete éxi Gaddoon. 

1 See Xenoph. Hellen. iii. i. 16; and the description of the seizure of 
Jlium, along with Sképsis and Kebrén, by the chief of mercenaries, Chart- 
démus, in Demosthen. cont. Aristocrat. c. 38. p. 671: compare /Eneas 
Poliorcetic. c. 24, and Polyeen. iii. 14. 

2 Arrian, 1. c. Dikgearchus composed a separate work respecting this 
sacrifice of Alexander, wep? tig év “TAiw Svoiac (Athene. xiii. p. 603; 
Dikzarch. Fragm. p. 114, ed. Fuhr). 

Theophrastus, in noticing old and venerable trees, mentions the ¢yyot 
(Quercus esculus) on the tomb of Ilus at Ilium, without any doubt of the 
authenticity of the place (De Plant. iv. 14); and his contemporary, the 
harper Stratonikos, intimates the same feeling, in his jest on the visit of a 
bad sophist to Ilium during the festival of the Ilieia (Athens. viii. p. 351). 
The same may be said respecting the author of the tenth epistle ascribed to 
the orator Aschinés (p. 737), in which his visit of curiosity to Ilium is 
described —as well as about Apollénius of Tyara, or the writer who 
describes his life and his visit to the Tréad ; it is evident that he did not dis- 
trust the dpyalosovia of the Ilieans, who affirmed their town to be the real 
Troy (Philostrat. Vit. Apollén. Tyan. iv. 11). 

The goddess Athéné of Ilium was reported to have rendered valmnble 
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a 


Alexander made to the inhabitants of {lium many munificent 
promises, which he probably would have executed, had he not 
been prevented by untimely death: for the Trojan war was 
amongst all the Grecian legends the most thoroughly Pan-Hel- 
lenic, and the young king of Maceddn, besides his own sincere 
legendary faith, was anxious to merge the local patriotism of the 
separate Greek towns in one general Hellenic sentiment under 
himself as chief. One of his successors, Antigonus,! founded the 
city of Alexandreia in the Tréad, between Sigeium and the more 
southerly promontory of Lektum ; compressing into it the inhab- 
itants of many of the neighboring Aolic towns in the region 
of Ida, — Sképsis, Kebrén, Hamaxitus, Kolénz, and Neandria, 
though the inhabitants of Sképsis were subsequently permitted 
by Lysimachus to resume their own city and autonomous gov- 
ernment. Ilium however remained without any special mark of 
favor until the arrival of the Romans in Asia and their triumph 
over Antiochus (about 190 B. c.). Though it retained its walls 
and its defensible position, Démétrius of Sképsis, who visited it 
shortly before that event, described it as being then in a state of 
neglect and poverty, many of the houses not even having tiled 
roofs.2, In this dilapidated condition, however, it was still mythi- 


assistance to the inhabitants of Kyzikus, when they were besieged by 
Mithridatés, commemorated by inscriptions set up in Ilium (Plutarch, 
Lucull. 10). 

1 Strabo, xiii. p. 603-607. 

? Livy, xxxv. 43; xxxvii. 9. Polyb. v. 78-111 (passages which prove thas 
Ilium was fortified and defensible about B. c. 218). Strabo, xiii. p. 594. Kad 
TO “lAtov 0, 6 viv gore, Kwpororic Tig Nv, bre mpOtov ‘Papaior tie ’Aciac éné- 
Byoav Kal é&éBarov ’Avtioxor Tov wéyav éx THe évTd¢ Tod Tabpov. bnol yoov 
Anpntptoc 6 UKppioc, pecpaxcov éexidjunoay eic THY TOAW KaT’ éxeivove TOdE 
kaipore, obTa¢ GAvywpnuévyy idetv THY KaToLKiav, Gore unde KepauwTdac EyeLv 
Tac oréyac. “Hynovavag oé, rode Tadarac mepawdévrac ék trie Edpdmne, var 
Bivat uv sic THY TOA Seopévove épbuatoc, mapaxpyua 0 Exdimeiv did Td 
aretytotov* botepov © éravépSwow goye TOAAHY. it’ éxdkwoav abtiv ra- 
Atv of weTa iu Bpiov, etc. 

This is a very clear and precise statement, attested by an eye-witness. 
But it is thoroughly inconsistent with the statement made by Strabo in the 
previous chapter, a dozen lines before, as the text now stands; for he there 
mforms us that Lysimachus, after the death of Alexander, paid great atten- 
tion to Ilium, surrounded it with a wall of forty stadia in circumference, 
erected a temple, ‘and aggregated to Ilium the ancient cities around, which 
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cally recognized both by Antiochus and by the Roman consul 
Tivius, who went up thither to sacrifice to the Iliean Athéné. 
The Romans, proud of their origin from Troy and Aineas, treat- 
ed Ilium with signal munificence ; not only granting to it immu- 
nity from tribute, but also adding to its domain the neighboring 
territories of Gergis, Rhceteium and Sigeium — and making the 
Tlieans masters of the whole coast! from the Pera (or conti- 


were in a state of decay. We know from Livy that the aggregation of 
Gergis and Rheeteium to Ilium was effected, not by Lysimachus, but by the 
Romans (Livy, xxxviii. 37); so that the first statement of Strabo is not 
only inconsistent with his second, but is contradicted by an independent au- 
thority. 

I cannot but think that this contradiction arises from a confusion of the 
text in Strabo’s first passage, and that in that passage Strabo really meant ta 
speak only of the improvements brought about by Lysimachus in Aleran 
dreia Tréas ; that he neyer meant to ascribe to Lysimachus any improve- 
ments in Z/ium, but, on the contrary, to assign the remarkable attention paid 
by Lysimachus to Alerandreia Tréas, as the reason why he had neglected to 
fulfil the promises held out by Alexander to Ilium. The series of facts runs 
thus : — 1. Ilium is nothing better than a coy at the landing of Alexander; 
2, Alexander promises great additions, but never returns from Persia to ac- 
complish them; 3. Lysimachus is absorbed in Alexandreia Trdas, into which 
he aggregates several o* the adjoining old towns, and which flourishes under 
his hands; 4. Hence Ilium remained a c@uy when the Romans entered Asia, 
as it had been when Alexander entered. 

This alteration in the text of Strabo might be effected by the simple trans- 
position of the words as they now stand, and by omitting dre kat, ndn ére- 
peAnSn, without introducing a single new or conjectural word, so that the 
passage would read thus: Mera dé tiv éxeivov (Alexander’s) teAevriyy Avot- 
paxoc padtora tie "AAetavdpeiac éreuedndn, ovvercouevng uev 76n br’ ’AvTt 
yovov,kal mpoonyopevouéevne Avriyoviac, weTaBarovone dé robvoua: (é&doée yap 
eboeGic elvac Todc AAckavdpov diadeSauévove éxeivov mporepovr Kiley Erwvb- 
prove woAecc, eis)’ EavTOv) Kal véwv KaTEokevace Kal Teiyog TEpLeBGAeTo doo 
40 oradiwv: ovvakice dé cic aiTAVY TAC KdKAW TOAELE apyatac, 76n KeKaKupée- 
vac. Kat 6) kal ovvéuerve.... . méAewv. If this reading be adopted, the 
words beginning that which stands in Tzschucke’s edition as sect. 27, and 
which immediately follow the last word 7éAewv, will read quite suitably and 
coherently,— Ka? 7d "IAcov 0’, 6 viv éort, kaporodic trig Av, bre TpGTov ‘Pas 
saior tH¢ ’Aotac éwéBnoay, etc., whereas with the present reading of the pas- 
sage they show a contradiction, and the whole passage is entirely confused. 

' Livy, xxxviii. 39; Strabo, xiii. p. 600. Karéoxarrae d& kat 70 Styecov 
Ord tov "Atéwy Oca tiv aretdecav bx’ Exeivorg yap hv torepov 4 Twaparia 
aoa 7 uéxpr Aapdavov, kai viv br” éxeivorg Eort. 
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nental possessions) of Tenedos (southward of Sigeium) to the 
boundaries of Dardanus, which had its own title to legendary 
reverence as the special sovereignty of Atneas. The inhabitants 
of Sigeium could not peaceably acquiesce in this loss of their 
autonomy, and their city was destroyed by the Ilieans. 

The dignity and power of Ilium being thus prodigiously en- 
hanced, we cannot doubt that the inhabitants assumed to them- 
selves exaggerated importance as the recognized parents of all- 
conquering Rome. Partly, we may naturally suppose, from the 
jealousies thus aroused on the part of their neighbors at Sképsis 
and Alexandreia Tréas — partly from the pronounced tendency 
of the age (in which Kratés at Pergamus and Aristarchus at 
Alexandria divided between them the palm of literary celebrity) 
towards criticism and illustration of the old poets —a blow was 
now aimed at the mythical legitimacy of lium. Démétrius of 
Sképsis, one of the most laborious of the Homeric critics, had 
composed thirty books of comment upon the Catalogue in the 
Tliad: Hestizea, an authoress of Alexandreia Tréas, had written 
on the same subject: both of them, well-acquainted with the 
locality, remarked that the vast battles described in the Iliad 
could not be packed into the narrow space between Jlium and 
the Naustathmon of the Greeks; the more so, as that space, too 
small even as it then stood, had been considerably enlarged since 
the date of the Iliad by deposits at the mouth of the Skaman- 
der.! They found no difficulty in pointing out topographical in- 
congruities and impossibilities as to the incidents in the Iliad, 
which they professed to remove by the startling theory that the 
Homeric Ilium had not occupied the site of the city so called. 
There was a village, called the village of the Ilieans, situated 


' Strabo, xiii. 599. Ilaparidn 026 Anujrptoc Kat THY’ AAeEavdpivny ‘Eori- 
aay wapTupa, THY ovyypawacay Tept THe ‘Ounpov "IAadoc, ruvSavopévny, et 
mept THY viv TOALY 6 TOAEMOC OVLEOTN, Kai TO Tpwikdy TédLoY Tod aTLY, 6 [é- 
Take Tio Tohewe Kal ino Saddoone 6 roinTAe bpaler: Td pév yap mpd THe viv 
TOAEwe GpOuevov, Tpoywua eivar TAY ToTaLOv, baTEpov yeyovde. 

The words rod éorvv are introduced conjecturally by Grosskurd, the ex 
cellent German translator of Strabo, but they seem to me necessary to make 
the sense complete. 


Hesiteea is cited more than once in the Homeric Scholia (Schol. Venet. ad 
iad. iii. 64; Enstath. ad Iliad. ii. 538). 
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rather less than four miles from the city in the direction of Mount 
Uda, and further removed from the sea; here, they affirmed the 
“holy Troy” had stood. 

No positive proof was produced to sustain the conclusion, for 
Strabo expressly states that not a vestige of the ancient city re- 
mained at the Village of the Ilieans:! but the fundamental sup- 
position was backed by a second accessory supposition, to explain 
how it happened that all such vestiges had disappeared. Never- 
theless Strabo adopts the unsupported hypothesis of Démétrius as 
if it were an authenticated fact — distinguishing pointedly be- 
tween Old and New Ilium, and even censuring Hellanikus for 
having maintained the received local faith. But I cannot find 
that Démétrius and Hestiza have been followed in this respect 
by any other writer of ancient times excepting Strabo. Ilium 
still continued to be talked of and treated by every one as the 
genuine Homeric Troy: the cruel jests of the Roman rebel Fim- 
bria, when he sacked the town and massacred the inhabitants — 
the compensation made by Sylla, and the pronounced favor of 
Julius Cesar and Augustus,—all prove this continued recogni- 
tion of identity. Arrian, though a native of Nicomedia, hold- 
ing a high appointment in Asia Minor, and remarkable for the 
exactness of his topographical notices, describes the visit of 
Alexander to Ilium, without any suspicion that the place with all 
its relics was a mere counterfeit: Aristidés, Dio Chrysostom, Pau- 
sanias, Appian, and Plutarch hold the same languages But 
modern writers seem for the most part to have taken up the 


1 Strabo, xiii. p. 599. Ovdév 0? tyvoc o@lerar THE apyaiag TOAEwC — éixé- 
Tac: dre yap éxrenopSnuévav TOV KOKAW TOAEWY, Ob TEAéwe JE KaTEOTACLE- 
vor, of AiSor Tavtec eic THY éExeivov avarAnpiw wETHvEXSHOAY, 

2 Appian, Mithridat. c. 53; Strabo, xiii. p. 594; Plutarch, Sertorius, c. 1 ; 
Velleius Paterc. ii. 23. 

The inscriptions attest Panathenaic games celebrated at Ilium in honor of 
Athéné by the Ilieans conjointly with various other neighboring cities (see 
Corp. Inscr. Boeckh. No. 3601-3602, with Boeckh’s observations). The 
valuable inscription No. 3595 attests the liberality of Antiochus Soter to- 
wards the Iliean Athéné as early as 278 B. Cc. 

3 Arrian, i. 11; Appian ut sup.; also Aristidés, Or. 43, Rhodiaca, p. 
820 (Dindorf p, 369). The curious Oratio xi. of Dio Chrysostom, in which 
he writes his new version of the Trojan war, is addressed to the inhabitar ts 


of Tlium. 
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supposition from Strabo as implicitly as he took it from Démé 
trius. They call Ilium by the disrespectful appellation of Mew 
Tlium — while the traveller in the Tréad looks for Old Ilium as 
if it were the unquestionable spot where Priam had lived and 
moved; the name is even formally enrolled on the best maps re- 
cently prepared of the ancient Tréad.1 


‘The controversy, now half a century old, respecting Troy and the 
Trojan war —between Bryant and his various opponents, Morritt, Gilbert 
Wakefield, the British Critic, etc., seems now nearly forgotten, and ] cannot 
think that the pamphlets on either side would be considered as displaying 
much ability, if published at the present day. The discussion was first 
raised by the publication of Le Chevalier’s account of the plain of Troy, in 
which the author professed to have discovered the true site of Old Ilium 
(the supposed Homeric Troy), about twelve miles from the sea near Bounar- 
bashi. | Upon this account Bryant published some animadversions, followed 
up by a second treatise, in which he denied the historical reality of the Trojan 
war, and advanced the hypothesis that the tale was of Egyptian origin (Dis- 
sertation on the War of Troy, and the Expedition of the Grecians as de 
scribed by Homer, showing that no such Expedition was ever undertaken, 
and that no such city of Phrygia existed, by Jacob Bryant; seemingly 1797, 
though there is no date in the title-page: Morritt’s reply was published in 
1798). A reply from Mr. Bryant and a rejoinder from Mr. Morritt, as well 
as a pamphlet from G. Wakefield, appeared in 1799 and 1800, besides an 
Expostulation by the former addressed to the British Critic. 

Bryant, having dwelt both on the incredibilities and the inconsistencies of 
the Trojan war, as it is recounted in Grecian legend generally, nevertheless 
admitted that Homer had a groundwork for his story, and maintained that 
that groundwork was Egyptian. Homer (he thinks) was an Ithacan, de- 
scended from a family originally emigrant from Egypt: the war of Troy 
was originally an Egyptian war, which explains how Memnén the Ethiopian 
came to take part in it: “upon this history, which was originally Egyptian, 
Homer founded the scheme of his two principal poems, adapting things to 
Greece and Phrygia by an ingenious transposition:” he derived information 
from priests of Memphis or Thébes (Bryant, pp. 102, 108, 126). The ‘Hpw¢ 
Alyirrvoc, mentioned in the second book of the Odyssey (15), is the Egyp- 
tian hero, who affords, in his view, an evidence that the population of that 
island was in part derived from Egypt. No one since Mr. Bryant, I appre- 
hend, has ever construed the passage in the same sense. 

Bryant’s Egyptian hypothesis is of no value; but the negative portion of 
his argument, summing up the particulars of the Trojan legend, and con- 
tending against its historical credibility, is not so easily put aside. Few 
persons will share in the zealous conviction by which Morritt tries to make it 
appear that the 1100 ships, the ten years of war, the large confederacy of 
princes from all parts of Greece, etc., have nothing but what is consonant with 
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Strabo has here converted into geographical matt of fact an 
hypothesis purely gratuitous, with a view of saving the accuracy 
of the Homeric topography ; though in all probability the locali- 
ty of the pretended Old Ilium would have been found Open to 
difficulties not less serious than those which it was introduced to 
obviate.! It may be true that Démétrius and he were justified in 


historical probability ; difficulties being occasionally eliminated by the plea of 
our ignorance of the time and of the subject (Morritt, p. 7-21). Gilbert Wake- 
field, who maintains the historical reality of the siege with the utmost inten- 
sity, and even compares Bryant to Tom Paine (W. p. 17), is still more 
displeased with those who propound doubts, and tells us that “ rave dispu- 
tation in the midst of such. darkness and uncertainty is a conflict with chi- 
meeras ” (W. p. 14). 

The most plausible line of argument taken by Morritt and Wakefield is, 
where they enforce the positions taken by Strabo and so many other authors, 
ancient as well as modern, that a superstructure of fiction is to be distin 
guished from a basis of truth, and that the latter is to be amintained 
while the former is rejected (Morritt, p.5; Wake. p. 7-8). To this Bryant 
replies, that “if we leave out every absurdity, we can make anything plau- 
sible ; that a fable may be made consistent, and we have many romances 
that are very regular in the assortment of characters and circumstances: this 
may be seen in plays, memoirs, and novels. But this regularity and corres 
pondence alone will not ascertain the truth” (Expostulation, pp. 8, 12, 13) 
“ That there are a great many other fables besides that of Troy, regular and 
consistent among themselves, believed and chronologized by the Greeks, and 
even looked up to by them in a religious view (p. 18), which yet no one now 
thinks of admitting as history.” 

Morritt, having urged the universal belief of antiquity as evidence that 
the Trojan war was historically real, is met by Bryant, who reminds him 
that the same persons believed in centaurs, satyrs, nymphs, augury, aruspicy ; 
Homer maintaining that horses could speak, ete. To which Morritt replies, 
“ What has religious belief to do with historical facts? Is not the evidence 
on which our faith rests in matters of religion totally different in all its 
parts from that on which we ground our belief in history?” (Addit. Re- 
marks, p. 47). 

The separation between the grounds of religious and historical belief is by 
no means so complete as Mr. Morritt supposes, even in regard to modern 
times; and when we apply his position to the ancient Greeks, it will be 
found completely the reverse of the truth. The contemporaries of Herodo- 
tus and Thucydidés conceived their early history in the most intimate con- 
junction with their religion. 

1 For example, adopting his own line of argument (not to mention those 
battles in which the pursuit and the flight reaches from the city to the ships 
and back again), it might have been urged to him, that by supposing the 
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their negative argument, so as to show that the battles described 
in the Iliad could not possibly have taken place if the city of 
Priam had stood on the hill inhabited by the Ilieans. But the 
legendary faith subsisted before, and continued without abate 
ment afterwards, notwithstanding such topographical impossibili- 
ties. Hellanikus, Herodotus, Mindarus, the guides of Kerxés, 
and Alexander, had not been shocked by them: the case of the 
latter is the strongest of all, because he had received the best 
education of his time under Aristotle — he was a passionate ade 
mirer and constant reader of the liad — he was moreover per 
sonally familiar with the movements of armies, and lived at a 
time when maps, which began with Anaximander, the disciple of 
Thalés, were at least known to all who sought instruction. Now 
if, notwithstanding such advantages, Alexander fully believed in 
the identity of Ilium, unconscious of these many and glaring toe 
pographical difficulties, much less would Homer himself, or the 
Homeric auditors, be likely to pay attention to them, at a period, 
five centuries earlier, of comparative rudeness and ignorance, 
when prose records as well as geographical maps were totally 
unknown.! The inspired poet. might describe, and his hearers 


Homeric Troy to be four miles farther off from the sea, he aggravated the 
difficulty of rolling the Trojan horse into the town: it was already sufficiently 
hard to propel this vast wooden animal full of heroes from the Greek Nan- 
stathmon to the town of Ilium. 

The Trojan horse, with its accompaniments Sinon and Laocoén, is one 
of the capital and indispensable events in the epic: Homer, Arktinus, Les- 
chés, Virgil, and Quintus Smyrnzus, all dwell upon it emphatically as the 
proximate cause of the capture. 

The difficulties and inconsistencies of the movements ascribed to Greeks 
and Trojans in the Iliad, when applied to real topography, are well set forth 
in Spohn, De Agro Trojano, Leipsic, 1814; and Mr. Maclaren has shown 
(Dissertation on the Topography of the Trojan War, Edinburgh, 1822) thag 
these difficulties are nowise obviated by removing Ilium a few miles further 
from the sea. 

’ Major Rennell argues differently from the visit of Alexander, employ- 
ing it to confute the hypothesis of Chevalier, who had placed the Homerie 
Troy at Bounarbashi, the site supposed to have been indicated by Démé 
trius and Strabo :— 

“ Alexander is said to have been a passionate admirer of the Iliad, an@ 
ae had an opportunity of deciding on the spot how far the topography was 
ponsistent with the narrative. Had be been shown the site of Bounarbashé 
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would listen with delight to the tale, how Hectér, pursued by 
Achilles, ran thrice round the city of Troy, while the trembling 
Trojans were all huddled into the city, not one daring to come out 
even at this last extremity of their beloved prince — and while the 
Grecian army looked on, restraining unwillingly their uplifted 
spears at the nod of Achilles, in order that Hector might perish 
by no other hand than his; nor were they, while absorbed by 
this impressive recital, disposed to measure distances or calculate 
topographical possibilities with reference to the site of the real 
Tlium.!' The mistake consists in applying to Homer and to the 
Homeric siege of Troy, criticisms which would be perfectly just 
if brought to bear on the Athenian siege of Syracuse, as de- 
scribed by Thucydidés;? in the Peloponnesian war? — but which 


for that of Troy, he would probably have questioned the fidelity either of 
the historical part of the poem or his guides. It is not within credibility, 
that a person of so correct a judgment as Alexander could have admired a 
poem, which contained along history of military details, and other transactions 
that could not physically have had an existence. What pleasure could he 
receive, in contemplating as subjects of history, events which could not have 
happened? Yet he did admire the poem, and therefore must have found the 
topography consistent: that is, Bounarbashi, surely, was not shown to him for 
Troy  (Reynell, Observations on the Plain of Troy, p. 128). 

Major Rennell here supposes in Alexander a spirit of topographical criti 
cism quite foreign to his real character. We have no reason to believe that 
the site of Bounarbashi was shown to Alexander as the Homeric Troy, or 
that any site was shown to him except Ilium, or what Strabo calls New Hium 
Still less reason have we to believe that any scepticism crossed his mind, 
or that his deep-seated faith required to be confirmed by measurement of 
distances. 

1 Strabo, xiii. p. 599. Odd’ 7 tod "Exropog dé mepiSpoun 7 mepi Thy rbd 
Eye Te evAoyov: ob yap eat repidpopoc 7 viv, did THY cvveyy Hay: 7 OF 
maraa éyer Teplopounr. 

2 Mannert (Geographie der Griechen und Romer, th. 6. heft 3. b. 8. cap, 
8) is confused in his account of Old and New Ilium: he represents that 
Alexander raised up a new spot to the dignity of having been the Homeric 
Tlium, which is not the fact: Alexander adhered to the received local belief. 
Indeed, as far as our evidence goes, no one but Démétrius, Hestixa, and 
Strabo appears ever to have departed from it. ; 

? There can hardly be a more singular example of this same confusion, 
than to find elaborate military criticisms from the Emperor Napoleon, upon 
the description of the taking of Troy in the second book of the Aneid. 
He shows that gross faults are committed in it, when looked at from the 
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are not more applicable to the epic narrative than they would be 
to the exploits of Amadis or Orlando. 

There is every reason for presuming that the Ilium visited by 
Xerxés and Alexander was really the “holy Ilium” present to 
the mind of Homer; and if so, it must have been inhabited, either 
by Greeks or by some anterior population, at a period earlier than 
that which Strabo assigns. History recognizes neither Troy the 
city, nor Trojans, as actually existing ; but the extensive region 
called Tréas, or the Tréad (more properly Tréias), is known 
both to Herodotus and to Thucydidés: it seems to include the 
territory westward of an imaginary line drawn from the north- 
east corner of the Adramyttian gulf to the Propontis at Parium, 
since both Antandrus, Koléne, and the district immediately 
round Ilium, are regarded as belonging to the ‘I'réad.1_ Herodo- 
tus further notices the Teukrians of Gergis? (a township conter- 
minous with Ilium, and lying to the eastward of the road from 
Tlium to Abydus), considering them as the remnant of a larger 
Teukrian population which once resided in the country, and 
which had in very early times undertaken a vast migration from 
Asia into Europe. To that Teukrian population he thinks that 
the Homeric Trojans belonged :4 and by later writers, especially 
by Virgil and the other Romans, the names Teukrians and Tro- 
jans are employed as equivalents. As the name Trojans is not 
mentioned in any contemporary historical monument, so the - 


point of view of a general (see an interesting article by Mr. G. C. Lewis, in the 
Classical Museum, vol. i. p. 205, “ Napoleon on the Capture of Troy”). 

Having cited this criticism from the highest authority on the art of war, 
we may find a suitable parallel in the works of distinguished publicists. The 
attack of Odysseus on the Ciconians (described in Homer, Odyss. ix. 39-61) is 
ited both by Grotius (De Jure Bell. et Pac. iii. 3, 10) and by Vattel (Droit 
des Gens, iii. 202) as a case in point in international law. Odysseus is con 
sidered to have sinned against the rules of international law by attacking 
them as allies of the Trojans, without a formal declaration of war. 

? Compare Herodot. v. 24-122; Thucyd.i. 131. The ’IAud¢ yf is a part 
of the Tréad. 

? Herodot. vii. 43. 

* Herodot. v. 122. eiAe wév Alodéac navrac, boo tHv "lAcada viv veuovTat, 
eiAe 62 TépyiSac, rode aroderpSévtac Tv dpyaiwy Tebkpwr. 

For the migration of the Teukrians and Mysians into Europe. see Herodot 
vii. 20; the Pzonians, on the Strymén, called themselves thei: descendant® 

* Herodot. ii. 118; y. 12. 
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name Jeukrians never once occurs in the old epic. It appears.te 
have been first noticed by the elegiac poet Kallinus, about 
660 3B. ©., who connected it by an alleged immigration of Teu- 
krians from Kréte into the region round about Ida. Others 
again denied this, asserting that the primitive ancestor, Teukrus, 
had come into the country from Attica,!' or that he was of indige- 
nous origin, born from Skamander and the nymph Idw#a— all 
various manifestations of that eager thirst after an eponymous 
hero which never deserted the Greeks. Gergithians occur in 
more than one spot in /Kolis, even so far southward as the 
neighborhood of Kymé :? ‘the name has no place in Homer, but 
he mentions Gorgythion and Kebriones as illegitimate sons of 
Priam, thus giving a sort of epical recognition both to Gergis 
and Kebrén. As Herodotus calls the old epical Trojans by the 
name Teukrians, so the Attic Tragedians cal] them Phrygians; 
though the Homeric hymn to Aphrodité represents Phryyians 
and Trojans as completely distinct, specially noting the diversity 
of language ;3 and in the Iliad the Phrygians are simply num- 
bered among the allies of Troy from the far Ascania, without in- 
lication of any more intimate relationship. Nor do the tales 
which connect Dardanus with Samothrace and Arcadia find 
countenance in the Homeric poems, wherein Dardanus is the son 
of Zeus, having no root anywhere except in DardaniaS The 
mysterious solemnities of Samothrace, afterwards so highly vene. 
rated throughout the Grecian world, date from a period much 
later than Homer; and the religious affinities of that island as 
well as of Kréte with the territories of Phrygia and Kolis, were 
certain, according to the established tendency of the Grecian 
mind, to beget stories of a common genealogy. 

To pass from this legendary world, — an aggregate of streams 
distinct and heterogeneous, which do not willingly come into cou 


! Strabo, xiii. p. 604 ; Apollodor. iii. 12, 4. 

Kephalén of Gergis called Teukrus a Krétan (Stephan. Byz. v. ’Apiofn), 

2 Clearchus ap. Athene. vi. p. 256 ; Strabo, xiii. p. 589-616. 

3 Homer, Hymn. in Vener. 116. 

4 Tliad, ii. 863. Asius, the brother of Hecabé, lives in Phrygia on the banks 
of the Sangarius (Iliad, xvi. 717). 

5 See Hellanik. Fragm. 129, 130. ed. Didot: and Kephalon Gergithius ap. 


Steph. Byz. v. ’ApioG7. 
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fluence, and cannot be forced to intermix,—a:nto the clearez 
vision afforded by Herodotus, we learn from him that in the year 
500 B. o. the whole coast-region from Dardanus southward to the 
promontory of Lektum (including the town of Ilium), and from 
Lektum eastward to Adramyttium, had been AXolized, or was 
occupied by AXolic Greeks — likewise the inland towns of Skép- 
sis! and Krebén. So that if we draw a line northward from Adra- 
myttium to Kyzikus on the Propontis, throughout the whole ter- 
ritory westward from that line, to the Hellespont and the Augean 
Sea, all the considerable towns would be Hellenic, with the excep- 
tion of Gergis and the Teukrian population around it, — all the 
towns worthy of note were either Ionic or AZolic. A century ear- 
lier, the Teukrian population would have embraced a wider range 
—perhaps Sképsis and Krebén, the latter of which places was 
colonized by Greeks from Kyme :? a century afterwards, during 
the satrapy of Pharnabazus, it appears that Gergis had become 
Hellenized as well as the 1est. The four towns, Ilium, Gergis, 
Kebrén and Sképsis, all in lofty and strong positions, were distin- 
guished each by a solemn worship and temple of Athéné, and by 
the recognition of that goddess as their special patroness.3 

The author of the Iliad conceived the whole of this region as 
aecupied by people not Greek, — Trojans, Dardanians, Lykians, 
Lelegians, Pelasgians, and Kilikians. He recognizes a temple 
and worship of Athéné in Ilium, though the goddess is bitterly 


1 Sképsis received some colonists from the Ionic Miletus (Anaximenés 
apud Strabo, xiv. p. 635); but the coins of the place prove that its dialect 
was Holic. See Klausen, Auneas und die Penaten, tom. i. note 180. 

Arisbé also, near Abydus, seems to have been settled from Mityléné (Eu 
Stath. ad Iliac. xii 97). 

The extraordinary fertility and rich black mould of the plain around ium 
1s noticed by modern travellers (see Franklin, Remarks and Observations on 
the Plain of Troy, London, 1800, p.44): itis also easily worked: “a couple 
of buffaloes or oxen were sufficient to draw the plough, whereas near Constan- 
tinople it takes twelve or fourteen. 

2 Ephérus ap. Harpocrat. v. KeSpiva. 

3 Xenoph. Hellen. i.1, 10; iii. 1, 10-15. 

One of the great motives of Dio in setting aside the Homeric narrative of the 
Trojan war, is to vindicate Athéné from the charge of having unjustly de- 
Btroyed her own city of Ilium (Orat. xi. p. 310; “aAvora dud riv ADHvav 5 rg 
un) SoKH Gdikwc SragSetpar THY éauTIG ‘wOALy). 
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thostile to the Trojans : and Arktinus described the Palladium as 

‘the capital protection of the city. But perhaps the most remark- 
‘able feature of identity between the Homeric and the historical 
/®olis, is, the solemn and diffused worship of the Sminthian Apollo. 
Chrysé, Killa and Tenedos, and more than one place called Smin- 
thium, maintain the surname and invoke the protection of that 
god during later times, just as they are emphatically described to 
do by Homer.! 

When it is said that the Post-Homeric Greeks gradually Hel- 
fenized this entire region, we are not to understand that the whole 
previous population either retired or was destroyed. The Greeks 
settled in the leading and considerable towns, which enabled them 
both to protect one another and to gratify their predominant tastes. 
Partly by foree— but greatly also by that superior activity, and 
power of assimilating foreign ways of thought to their own, which 
distinguished them from the beginning — they invested all the 
public features and management of the town with an Hellenic air, 
distributed all about it their gods, their heroes and their legends, 
and rendered their language the medium of public administration, 
religious songs and addresses to the gods, and generally for com- 
munications wherein any number of persons were concerned. | But 

‘two remarks are here to be made: first, in doing this they could 
uot avoid taking to themselves more or less of that which belonged 


1 Strabo, x. p. 473; xiii. p. 604-605. Polemon. Fragm. 31. p. 63, ed. 
Preller. 

Polemon was a native of Ilium, and had written a periegesis of the place 
(about 200 B. c., therefore earlier than Démétrius of Sképsis): he may have 
witnessed the improvement in its position effected by the Romans. He 
noticed the identical stone upon which Palamédés had taught the Greeks to 
play at dice. 

The Sminthian Apollo appears inscribed on the coins of Alexandreia Tréas ; 
and the temple of the god was memorable even down to the time of the em- 
peror Julian (Ammian. Marcellin. xxii. 8). Compare Menander (the Rhetor) 
mept ExdecktixOv, iv. 14; apud Walz. Collect. Rhetor. t. ix. p. 304; also 
wepl DucvO.axGy, iv. 17. 

SuivSoc, both in the Krétan and the olic dialect, meant a field-mouse: 
the region seems to have been greatly plagued by these little animals. 

Polemo conld not have accepted the theory of Démétrius, that Ilium was 
mot the genuine Troy: his Periegesis, describing the localities and relics of 
ium, implied the legitimacy of the place as a matter of course. 
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to the parties with whom they fraternized, so that the result was 
not pure Hellenism; next, that even this was done only in the 
towns, without being fully extended to the territorial domain 
around, or to those smaller townships which stood to the town in 
a dependent relation. The olic and Ionic Greeks borrowed 
from the Asiatics whom they had Hellenized, musical instruments 
and new laws of rhythm and melody, which they knew how to turn 
to account: they further adopted more or less of those violent 
and maddening religious rites, manifested occasionally in self- 
inflicted suffering and mutilation, which were indigenous in Asia 
Minor in the worship of the Great Mother. The religien of the 
Greeks in the region of Ida as well as at Kyzikus was more 
orgiastic than the native worship of Greece Proper, just as that 
of Lampsacus, Priapus and Parium was more licentious. From 
the Teukrian region of Gergis, and from the Gergithes near 
Kymé, sprang the original Sibylline prophecies, and the legend- 
ary Sibyll who plays so important a part in the tale of Atneas: 
the mythe of the Sibyll, whose prophecies are supposed to be 
heard in the hollow blast bursting out from obscure caverns and 
apertures in the rocks,! was indigenous among the Gergithian 
Teukrians, and passed from the Kymzans in olis, along with 
the other circumstances of the tale of Atneas, to their brethren 
the inhabitants of Cume in Italy. The date of the Gergithian 
Sibyll, or rather of the circulation of her supposed prophecies, is 
placed during the reign of Croesus, a period when Gergis was 
thoroughly Teukrian. Her prophecies, though embodied in 
Greek verses, had their root in a Teukrian soil and feelings; and 
the promises of future empire which they so liberally make to the 
fugitive hero escaping from the flames of Troy into Italy, become 
interesting from the remarkable way in which they were realized 
by Rome.? 
Virgil, Aneid, vi. 42: — 
Excisum Kubotce latus ingens rupis in antrum, 


Quo lati ducunt aditus centum, ostia centum ; 
Unde ruunt totidem voces, responsa Sibylle. 
* Pausanias, x. 12, 8; Lactantius, i. 6,12; Steph. Byz. v. Mépuqoooe; 
Sebol. Plat. Phedr. p. 315, Bekker. 
The date of this Gergitlian Sibyll, or of the prophecies passing under hey 
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At what time Ilium and Dardanus became Aolized we have 
so information. We find the Mitylenzans in possession of Si- 
geium in the time of the poet Alkzeus, about 600 B. c.; and the 
Athenians during the reign of Peisistratus, having wrested it from 
them and trying to maintain their possession, vindicate the pro- 
ceeding by saying that they had as much right to it as the Mity- 
lenzans, “for the latter had no more claim to it than any of the 
other Greeks who had aided Menelaus in avenging the abduction 
of Helen.”! This is a very remarkable incident, as attesting the 
celebrity of the legend of Troy, and the value of a mythical title 
in international disputes — yet seemingly implying that the estab- 
lishment of the Mitylenzans on that spot must have been suffi 
ciently recent. ‘The country near the junction of the Hellespont 
and the Propontis is represented as originally held? by Bebrykian 
Thracians, while Abydus was first occupied by Milesian colonists 
in the reign and by the permission of the Lydian king Gygés3 
—to whom the whole Tréad and the neighboring territory be- 
longed, and upon whom therefore the Teukrians of Ida must have 
been dependent. This must have been about 700 B. c., a period 


name, is stated by Hérakleidés of Pontus, and there seems no reason for 
calling it in question. 

Klausen (/ineas und die Penaten, book ii. p. 205) has worked out co 
piously the circulation and legendary import of the Sibylline prophecies. 

1 Herodot. v. 94. Biyetov...... 70 elAe Ietoiorpatog aiyun mapa Mir 
Anvaiwr.....- "ADyvaiol, drodetKvivtes Adyw obdev UGAZov Aiodedor ueTEde 
Tig IAuadoc Yopnc, 7) Ov Kal ot Kal Toiot GAAoLOL, door ‘EAARVWY ovvecerpy- 
favto Mevédew Tag ‘EAévnc dprayac. In Aschylus (Eumenid. 402) the god- 
dess Athéné claims the land about the Skamander, as having been presented 
to the sons of Théseus by the general vote of the Grecian chiefs :— 

And TKapavdpov ynv KkarapSarovuévn, 
“Hv 6) 7 "Axaidv dKtopec Te Kal Tpdu0t 
Tév aiywarorov xypnudtav Adyoc péya, 
“Evetpav abrorpeuvov ei¢ To may euol, 
*"Egaipetov dopnua Onoéwc TOKoLC. 

In the days of Peisistratus, it seems Athens was not bold enough or pow: 
erful enough to advance this vast pretension. 

? Charon of Lampsacus ap. Schol. Apollén. Rhod. ii. 2; Bernhardy ad 
Dionys. Periégét. 805. p. 747. 

3 Such at least is the statement of Strabo (xii. p. 590); though such en 
extent of Lydian rule at that time seems not easy to reconcile with the pro- 
ceedings of the subsequent Lydian kings. 
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considerably earlier than the Mitylenzan occupation of Sigeium 
Lampsacus and Pasus, on the neighboring shores of the Propon 
tis, were also Milesian colonies, though we do not know their date 
Parium was jointly settled from Miletus, Erythre and Parus. 


CHAPTER XVI. 


« RECIAN MYTHES, AS UNDERSTOOD, FELT AND INTERPRETED 
BY TUE GREEKS THEMSELVES. 


THe preceding sections have been intended to exhibit a sketch 
of that narrative matter, so abundant, so characteristic and so 
interesting, out of which early Grecian history and chronology 
have been extracted. Raised originally by hands unseen and 
from data unassignable, it existed first in the shape of floating 
talk among the people, from whence a large portion of it passed 
into the song of the poets, who multiplied, transformed and adorn- 
ed it in a thousand various ways. 

These mythes or current stories, the spontaneous and earliest 
growth of the Grecian mind, constituted at the same time the 
entire intellectual stock of the age to which they belonged. They 
are the common root of all those different ramifications into which 
the mental activity of the Greeks subsequently diverged; con- 
taining, as it were, the preface and germ of the positive history 
and philosophy, the dogmatic theology and the professed romance, 
which we shall hereafter trace each in its separate development. 
They furnished aliment to the curiosity, and solution to the vague 
doubts and aspirations of the age; they explained the origin of 
those customs and standing peculiarities with which men were 
familiar ; they impressed moral lessons, awakened patriotic sym 
pathies, and exhibited in detail the shadowy, but anxious presen 
timents of the vulgar as to the agency of the gods: moreover 
they satisfied that craving for adventure and appetite for the 
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marvellous, which has in modern times become the province of 
fiction proper. 

It is difficult, we may say impossible, for a man of mature age 
to carry back his mind to his conceptions such as they stood when 
he was a child, growing naturally out of his imagination and feel- 
ings, working upon a scanty stock of materials, and borrowing 
from authorities whom he blindly followed but imperfectly appre- 
hended. A similar difficulty occurs when we attempt to place 
ourselves in the historical and quasi-philosophical point of view 
which the ancient mythes present to us. We can follow perfect- 
ly the imagination and feeling which dictated these tales, and we 
can admire and sympathize with them as animated, sublime, and 
affecting poetry ; but we are too much accustomed to matter of 
fact and philosophy of a positive kind, to be able to conceive a 
time when these beautiful fancies were construed literally and 
accepted as serious reality. 

Nevertheless it is obvious that Grecian mythes cannot be either 
understood or appreciated except with reference to the system of 
conceptions and belief of the ages in which they arose. We 
must suppose a public not reading and writing, but seeing, hear- 
ing and telling — destitute of all records, and careless as well as 
ignorant of positive history with its indispensable tests, yet at the 
same time curious and full of eagerness for new or impressive 
incidents — strangers even to the rudiments of positive philoso- 
phy and to the idea of invariable sequences of nature either in 
the physical or moral world, yet requiring some connecting the- 
ory to interpret and regularize the phenomena before them. Such 
a theory was supplied by the spontaneous inspirations of an early 
fancy, which supposed the habitual agency of beings intelligent 
and voluntary like themselves, but superior in extent of power, 
and different in peculiarity of attributes. In the geographical 
ideas of the Homeric period, the earth was flat and round, with 
the deep and gentle ocean-stream flowing around and returning 
into itself: chronology, or means of measuring past time, there 
existed none; but both unobserved regions might be described, 
the forgotten past unfolded, and the unknown future predicted — 
through particular men specially inspired by the gods, or endow: 
ed by them with that peculiar vision which detected and inter 


preted passing signs and omens. 
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Tf even the rudiments of scientific geography and physics, now 
so universally diffused and so invaluable as a security agaist 
error and delusion, were wanting in this early stage of society, 
their place was abundantly supplied by vivacity of imagination 
and by personifying sympathy. The unbounded tendency of the 
Homeric Greeks to multiply fictitious persons, and to construe 
the phenomena which interested them into manifestations of de- 
sign, is above all things here to be noticed, because the form of 
personal narrative, universal in their mythes, is one of its many 
manifestations. Their polytheism (comprising some elements of 
an original fetichism, in which particular objects had themselves 
been supposed to be endued with life, volition, and design) recog- 
nized agencies of unseen beings identified and confounded with 
the different localities and departments of the physical world. 
Of such beings there were numerous varieties, and many grada- 
tions both in power and attributes ; there were differences of age, 
sex and local residence, relations both conjugal and filial between 
them, and tendencies sympathetic as well as repugnant. The 
gods formed a sort of political community of their own, which 
had its hierarchy, its distribution of ranks and duties, its conten- 
tions for power and occasional revolutions, its public meetings in 
the agora of Olympus, and its multitudinous banquets or festi- 
vals.! The great Olympic gods were in fact only the most exalted 
amongst an aggregate of quasi-human or ultra-human personages, 
— demons, heroes, nymphs, eponymous (or name-giving) genii, 
identified with each river, mountain,? cape, town, village, or known 


1 Homer, Iliad, i. 603; xx. 7. Hesiod. Theogon. 802. 

? We read in the Iliad that Asteropzeus was grandson of the beautiful 
river Axius, and Achilles, after having slain him, admits the dignity of this 
parentage, but boasts that his own descent from Zeus was much greater, 
since even the great river Achelous and Oceanus himself is inferior to Zeue 
(xxi. 157-191). Skamander fights with Achilles, calling his brother Simois 
to his aid (213-308). Tyrd, the daughter of Salméneus, falls in love with 
Enipeus, the most beautiful of rivers (Odyss. xi. 237). Acheléus appears 
as a suitor of Deianira (Sophokl. Trach. 9). 

There cannot be a better illustration of this feeling than what is told of 
the New Zealanders at the present time. The chief Heu-Heu appeals to hig 
ancestor, the great mountain Tonga Riro: “I am the Heu-Heu, and ruig 
over you all, just as my ancestor Tonga Riro, the mountain of snow, stands 
above all this land.” (E. J. Wakefield, Adventures in New Zealand, vol. i. 
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eircumscription of territory, — besides horses, bulls, and dogs, of 
immortal breed and peculiar attributes, and monsters of strange 


ch. 17. p. 465). Heu-Heu refused permission to any one to ascend the moun- 
tain, on the ground that it was his tzpuna or ancestor: “ he constantly iden 
tified himself with the mountain and called it his sacred ancestor” (vol. ii. e. 
4.p 113). The mountains in New Zealand are accounted by the natives 
masculine and feminine: Tonga Riro, and Taranaki, two male mountains, 
quarrelled about the affections of a small volcanic female mountain in the 
neighborhood (ibid. ii. c. 4. p. 97). 

The religious imagination of the Hindoos also (as described by Colonel 
Sleeman in his excellent work, Rambles and Recollections of an Indian 
Official), affords a remarkable parallel to that of the early Greeks. Colonel 
Sleeman says, — 

“JT asked some of the Hindoos about us why they called the river Mother 
Nerbudda, if she was really never married. Her Majesty (said they with 
great respect) would really never consent to be married after the indignity 
she suffered from her aftianced bridegroom the Sohun: and we call her 
mother because she blesses us all, and we are anxious to azcost her by the 
name which we consider to be the most respectful and endearing. 

“ Any Englishman can easily conceive a poet in his highest calenture of 
the brain, addressing the Ocean as a steed that knows his rider, and patting 
the crested billow as his flowing mane. But he must come to India to un- 
derstand how every individual of a whole community of many millions can 
address a fine river as a living being—a sovereign princess who hears and un- 
derstands all they say, and exercises a kind of local superintendence over their 
affairs, without a single temple in which her image is worshipped, or a 
single priest to profit by the delusion. As in the case of the Ganges, 7 7s 
the river itself to whom they address themselves, and not to any deity residing in tt, 
or presiding over it—the stream itself is the deity which fills their imagina- 
tions, and receives their homage” (Rambles and Recollections of an In- 
dian Official, ch. iii. p. 20). Compare also the remarks in the same work 
on the sanctity of Mother Nerbudda (chapter xxvii. p. 261); also of the holy 
personality of the earth. “ The land is considered as the MorHER of the 
prince or chief who holds it, the great parent from whom he derives all that 
maintains him, his family, and his establishments. If well-treated, she yielde 
this in abundance to her son; but if he presumés to look upon her with the 
eye of desire, she ceases to be fruitful; or the Deity sends down haii or 
blight to destroy all that she yields, The measuring the surface of ths 
fields, and the frequently inspecting the crops by the chief himself or his 
immediate agents, were considered by the people in this light —either it 
should not be done at all, or the duty should be delegated to inferior agents, 
whose close inspection of the great parent could not be so displeasing fo the 
Deity” (Ch. xxvii. p. 248). 

See also about the gods who are believed to reside in trees — the Peepul 
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lineaments and combinations, “ Gorgons and Harpies and Chi- 
meras dire.” As there were in every gens or family special gen- 
tile deities and foregone ancestors who watched over its members, 
forming in each the characteristic symbol and recognized guar- 
antee of their union, so there seem to have been in each guild 
or trade peciliar beings whose vocation it was to cooperate or 
to impede in various stages of the business.! 

The extensive and multiform personifications, here faintly 
sketched, pervaded in every direction the mental system of the 
Greeks, and were identified intimately both with their conception 
and with their description of phenomena, present as well as past. 
That which to us is interesting as the mere creation of an exube- 
rant fancy, was to the Greek genuine and venerated reality. 
Both the earth and the solid heaven (Gea and Uranos) were both 
conceived and spoken of by him as endowed with appetite, feel- 
ing, sex, and most of the various attributes of humanity. Instead 
of asun such as we now see, subject to astronomical laws, and 
forming the centre of a system the changes of which we can 
ascertain and foreknow, he saw the great god Hélios, mounting 
his chariot in the morning in the east, reaching at mid-day the 
height of the solid heaven, and arriving in the evening at the 
western horizon, with horses fatigued and desirous of repose. 


tree, the cotton-tree, etc. (ch. ix. p. 112), and the description of the annual 
marriage celebrated between the sacred pebble, or pebble-god, Saligram, 
and the sacred shrub Toolsea, celebrated at great expense and with a nume- 
rous procession (chap. xix, p. 1585 xxiii. p. 185). 
' See the song to the potters, in the Homeric Epigrams (14):— 
Ei pév docete uicSor, deiow, © Kepapunec: 
Acie’ dy’ ASnvain, cat breipexye yeipa Kapivov. 
Ed 08 wedavdeier KOTvAOL, Kal TavTa KavaoTpA 
DpuxSjvai te Kade, Kat tinge Gvov apéoSar. 
bostBe "Hy 0’ én’ dvatdcinv rpepdévtec pevdy dpyaSe, 
LvyKaréw On mevta Kaulvw OnAnrinpac: 
Lovr pr’ buwc, Sudpaydv te, kal *AcBetov, 70 LaBaxrnv, 
'Quddapov 9, d¢ ride Téxv7 Kaka TOAAA Tropively ete. 
A certain kindred betwen men and serpents (ovyyéverav riva mpd¢ TO®, 
égeve) was recognized in the peculiar gens of the d¢voyeveic near Parioa, 
who possessed the gift of healing by their touches the bite of the serpent 


the original hero of this gens was said to have been transformed from a set 
pent into a man (Strabo, xiii. p. 588). 
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Hélios. having favorite spots wherein his beautifu. cattle grazed, 
took pleasure in contemplating them during the course of his 
journey, and was sorely displeased if any man slew or injured 
them: he had moreover sons and daughters on earth, and as his 
all-seeing eye penetrated everywhere, he was sometimes in a 
situation to reveal secrets even to the gods themselves — while 
on other occasions he was constrained to turn aside in order to 
avoid ¢ontemylating scenes of abomination.! To us these now 
appear puerile, though pleasing fancies, but to an Homeric Greek 


 Odyss. ii. 388; viii. 270; xii. 4, 128, 416; xxiii. 362. Iliad, xiv. 344, 

The Homeric Hymn to Démétér expresses it neatly (63) — 

"Hédtov & lxovro, Sev oxdrov 768 Kad dvdpav. 
Also the remarkable story of Euénius of Apollénia, his neglect of the sacred 
eattle of Hélios, and the awful consequences of it (Herodot. ix. 93: compare 
Theocr. Idyll. xxv. 130). 

I know no passage in which this conception of the heavenly bodies as Per 
sons is more strikingly set forth than in the words of the German chief 
Boiocalus, pleading the cause of himself and his tribe the Ansibarii before 
the Roman legate Avitus. This tribe, expelled by other tribes from its native 
possessions, had sat down upon some of that wide extent of lands on the 
Lower Rhine which the Roman government reserved for the use of its sol- 
diers, but which remained desert, because the soldiers had neither the meang 
nor the inclination to occupy them. The old chief, pleading his cause before 
Avitus, who had issued an order to him to evacuate the lands, first dwelt upon 
his fidelity of fifty years to the Roman cause, and next touched upon the enor- 
mity of retaining so large an area in a state of waste (Tacit. Ann. xiii. 55): 
“ Quotam partem campi jacere,in quam pecora et armenta militum aliquan- 
do transmitterentur? Servarent sane receptos gregibus, inter hominum 
famam: modo ne vastitatem et solitudinem mallent, quam amicos populos 
Chamayorum quondam ea arva, mox Tubantum, et post Usipiorum fuisse. 
Sicuti coelum Diis, ita terras generi mortalium datas: quaeque vacuz, eas 
publicas esse. Solem deinde respiciens, et cetera sidera vocans, quasi coram 
interrogabat — vellentne contueri inane solum? potius mare superfunderent adver- 
sus terrarum ereptores. Commotus his Avitus,” etc. The legate refused the 
request, but privately offered to Boiocalus lands for himself apart from the 
tribe, which that chief indignantly spurned. He tried to maintain himself iv 
the lands, but was expelled by the Roman arms, and forced to seek a home 
among the oiker German tribes, all of whom refused it. After much wander- 
ing and@ privation, the whole tribe of the Ansibarii was annihilated: its war- 
riors were sil slain, its women and children sold as slaves. 

I notice this afflicting sequel, in order to show that the brave old chief was 
pleading before Avitus a matter of life and death both to himself and his 
tribe, and that the occasion was one least of all suited for a mee rhetorical 


15* 
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they seemed perfectly natural and plausible. In his view, the 
description of the sun, as given in a modern astronomical treatise, 
would have appeared not merely absurd, but repulsive and im- 
pious. ven in later times, when the positive spirit of inquiry 
had made considerable progress, Anaxagoras and other astrono- 
mers incurred the charge of blasphemy for dispersonifying Hélios, 
and trying to assign invariable laws to the solar phenomena.! 
Personifying fiction was in this way blended by the Homeric 


prosopopeia. His appeal is one sincere and heartfelt to the personal feelings 
and symyathies of Hélios. 

Tacitus, in reporting the speech, accompanies it with the gloss ‘“ quasi 
coram,” to mark that the speaker here passes into a different order of ideas 
from that to which himself or his readers were accustomed. If Boiocalus 
could have heard, and reported to his tribe, an astronomical lecture, he would 
have introduced some explanation, in order to facilitate to his tribe the com- 
prehension of Hélios under a point of view so new to them. While Tacitus 
finds it necessary to illustrate by a comment the personification of the sun, 
Boiocalus would have had some trouble to make his tribe comprehend the 
re-ification of the god Hélios. 

1 Physical astronomy was both new and accounted impious in the time of 
the Peloponnesian war: see Plutarch, in his reference to that eclipse which 
proved so fatal to the Athenian army at Syracuse, in consequence of the 
religious feelings of Nikias: ob yap jveixyovTo trode pvoikode Kat weTEWpoAéayas 
Tore Kahoupévove we, ele aitiac dAbyouc Kal dvvaperc arpovontove Kal KaTH- 
vaykaouéva TaSn OratpiBovrac Ts Setov (Plutarch, Nikias, ce. 23, and Periklés, 
ce. 82; Diodor. xii. 89; Démétr. Phaler. ap. Diogen. Laért, ix. 9, 1). 

“You strange man, Melétus,” said Socratés, on his trial, to his accuser, 
‘tare you seriously affirming that I do not think Hélios and Seléné to be 
gods, as the rest of mankind think?” ‘Certainly not, gentlemen of the 
Dikastery (this ts the reply of Melétus), Socrates says that the sun is a stone, 
and the moon earth.” “Why, my dear Melétus, you think you are preferring 
an accusation against Anaxagoras! You account these Dikasts so con- 
temptibly ignorant, as not to know that the books of Anaxagoras are full of 
such doctrines! Is it from me that the youth acquire such teaching, when 
they may buy the books for a drachma in the theatre, and may thus laugh 
me to scorn if I pretended to announce such views as my own — not to men- 
tion their extreme absurdity?” (dAAwe Te kat obtw¢ dtora évra, Plato, Apolog. 
Socrat. c. 14. p. 26). 

The divinity of Hélios and Seléné is emphatically set forth by Plato, Legg, 
x. p. 886-889. He permits physical astronomy only under great restrictions 
and to a limited extent. Compare Xenoph. Memor. iv.7, 7; Diogen. Laért, 
ii. 8; Plutarch, De Stoicor. Repugnant. c. 40. p. 1053; and Schaubach ad 
Anaxagore Fragmenta, p. 6. 
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& reeks with their conception of the physical phenomena >efore 
them, not simply in the way of poetical ornament, but as a genu- 
ine pertion of their every-day belief. 

It was in this early state of the Grecian mind, stimulating so 
forcibly the imagination and the feelings, and acting through them 
upon the belief, that the great body of the mythes grew up and 
obtained circulation. They were, from first to last, personal 
narratives and adventures; and the persons who predominated 
as subjects of them were the gods, the heroes, the nymphs, etc., 
whose names were known and reverenced, and in whom every 
one felt interested. To every god and every hero it was consis- 
tent with Grecian ideas to ascribe great diversity of human mo- 
tive and attribute: each indeed has his own peculiar type of 
character, more or less strictly defined; but in all there was a 
wide foundation for animated narrative and for romantic incident. 
The gods and heroes of the land and the tribe belonged, in the 
conception of a Greek, alike to the present and to the past: he 
worshipped in their groves and at their festivals; he invoked their 
protection, and believed in their superintending guardianship, 
even in his own day: but their more special, intimate, and sym- 
pathizing agency was cast back into the unrecorded past.! To 


} Hesiod, Catalog. Fragm. 76. p. 48, ed. Diintzer:— 
Buval yap tore daitec Eoav Evvoi te Vdwkot, 
> AVavarote Te Veoios KaTadvyToate 7 avdporoce. 

Both the Theogonia and the Works and Days bear testimony to the same 
general feeling. Even the heroes of Homer suppose « preceding age, the 
inmates of which were in nearer contact with the gods than they themselves 
(Odyss. viii. 223; Iliad, v. 304; xii. 382), Compare Catullus, Carm. 64; 
Epithalam. Peleés et Thetidos, v. 382-408. 

Menander the Rhetor (following generally the steps of Dionys. Hal. Art 
Rhetor. cap. 1-8) suggests to his fellow-citizens at Alexandria Trdas, proper 
and complimentary forms to invite a great man to visit their festival of the 
Sminthia: —dorep yap ? AmdAAwva ToAAdKuc éxETO 7) TOALC Toic ZpuvFiore, 
fvina ééjv Veodo tpodavag éExcdnpeiv toic avd pototey 
obra Kat of ) réALc viv mpoodéxerar (Tept "EmideckTix. s. iv. c. 14, ap. Walz 
Coll. Rhetor. t. ix. p. 304). Menander seems to have been a native of Alew 
andria Tréas, though Suidas calls him a Laodicean (see Walz. Preef. ad t 
ix. p. xv.-xx.; and mepi Lucy diakor, sect. iv. c. 17). The festival of the 
Sminthia lasted down to his time, embracing the whole duration of paganism 


from Homer downwards. 


848 HISTORY OF GREECE. 


give suitable utterance to this general sentiment, — to furnis: 
body and movement and detail to these divine and heroic pre 
existences, which were conceived only in shadowy outline, — te 
lighten up the dreams of what the past must have been,! in the 
minds ot those who knew not what it really had been — such was 
the spontaneous aim and inspiration of productive genius in the 
community, and such were the purposes which the Grecian 
mythes preéminently accomplished. 

The love of antiquities, which Tacitus notices as so prevalent 
among the Greeks of his day,? was one of the earliest, the most 
durable, and the most widely diffused of the national propensi- 
ties. But the antiquities of every state were divine and heroic, 
reproducing the lineaments, but disregarding the measure and 
limits, of ordinary humanity. The gods formed the starting-point, 
beyond which no man thought of looking, though some gods were 
more ancient than others: their progeny, the heroes, many of 
them sprung from human mothers, constitute an intermediate link 
between god and man. The ancient epic usually recognizes the 
presence of a multitude of nameless men, but they are intro- 
duced chiefly for the purpose of filling the scene, and of executing 
the orders, celebrating the valor, and bringing out the personality, 
of a few divine or heroic characters.3 It was the glory of bards 
and storytellers to be able to satisfy those religious and patriotic 
predispositions of the public, which caused the primary demand 


' Pp. A. Miiller observes justly, in his Saga-Bibliothek, in reference to the 
Icelandic mythes, “In dem Mythischen wird das Leben der Vorzeit darges- 
tellt, wie es wirklich dem kindlichen Verstande, der jugendlichen Hinbildung- 
skraft, und dem vollen Herzen, erscheint.” 

(Lange’s Untersuchungen tiber die Nordische und Deutsche Heldensage, 
translated from P. A. Miiller, Introd. p. 1.) 

* Titus visited the temple of the Paphian Venus in Cyprus, “spectata 
opulentia donisque regum, queeque alia letum antiquitatibus Grecorum 
genus incerte. vetustati adfingit, de navigatione primum consuluit” (Tacit. 
Hist. ii. 4-5). 

% Aristotel. Problem. xix. 48. O/ dé jyeudvec Tov dpyaiwy povor haav 
fpwec: oi d& Aaoi avbpwro. Istros followed this opinion also: but the 
more common view seems to have considered all who combated at Troy as 
heroes (see Schol. Iliad. ii. 110; xv. 231), and so Hesiod treats them (Opp, 
Di. 158). 

In reference to the Trojan war, Aristotle says— xa0damep év roic ‘Hp we 
wot¢ wep: Ipiauov uvd_everar (Hthic. Nicom. i. 9; eompare vii. 1). 
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for their tales, and which were of a nature eminently inviting and 
expansive. For Grecian religion was many-sided and many 
colored; it comprised a great multiplicity of persons, together 
with much diversity in the types of character; it divinized every 
vein and attribute of humanity, the lofty as well as the mean— 
the tender as well as the warlike — the self-devoting and adven- 
turous as well as the laughter-loving and sensual. We shall here- 
after weach a time when philosophers protested against such 
identification of the gods with the more vulgar appetites and en- 
joyments, believing that nothing except the spiritual attributes of 
man could properly be transferred to superhuman beings, and 
drawing their predicates respecting the gods exclusively from what 
was awful, majestic and terror-striking in human affairs. Such 
restrictions on the religious fancy were continually on the in- 
crease, and the mystic and didactic stamp which marked the last 
century of paganism in the days of Julian and Libanius, contrasts 
forcibly with the concrete and vivacious forms, full of vigorous 
impulse and alive to all the capricious gusts of the human temper- 
ament, which people the Homeric Olympus.! At present, how- 


’ Generation by a god is treated in the old poems as un act entirely human 
and physical (éuiyn — mapedégato) ; and this was the common opinion in 
the days of Plato (Plato, Apolog. Socrat. c. 15. p. 15); the hero Astrabakus 
is father of the Lacedemonian king Demaratus (Herod. vi. 66). [Herodotus 
does not believe the story told him at Babylon respecting Belus (i. 182)] 
Euripidés sometimes expresses disapprobation of the idea (Ion. 850), but 
Plato passed among a large portion of his admirers for the actual son of 
Apollo, and his reputed father Aristo on marrying was admonished in a 
dream to respect the person of his wife Periktioné, then pregnant by Apoflo, 
until after the birth of the child Plato (Plutarch, Quest. Sympos. p. 717. 
viii. 1; Diogen. Laért. iii. 2; Origen, cont. Cels. i-p. 29). Plutarch (in Life 
of Numa, c. 4; compare Life of Théseus, 2) discusses the subject, and is im- 
clined to disallow everything beyond mental sympathy and tenderness in a 
god: Pausanias deals timidly with it, and is not always consistent with him- 
self; while the later rhetors spiritualize it altogether. Meander, reo? ’Emt- 
detxtixOv, (towards the end of the third century B. c.) prescribes rules for 
praising a king: you are to praise him for the gens to which he belongs: 
perhaps you may be able to make out that he really is the son of some god; 
for many who seem to be from men, are really sent down by God and are ema- 
nations from the Supreme Potency—moadoi 7) uév doxeiv & avdparwv elo? 
tH 0 GAndeig mapa Tov Yeod Karanéguxovta kai elow amopporat dvtwc Tob 
xpeitrovoc* Kal yap ‘HpaxAne évouilero piv "Apuoirpbwroc, TH J? GAnSeia hp 
Noe, Obrw Kat Baosdede 6 huémen0¢ TO uv CoKeiv & avdparwv, TH d2 Gag 
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ever, we have only to consider the early, or Homeric and Hesis 
odic paganism, and its operation in the genesis of the mythical 
narratives. We cannot doubt that it supplied the most powerful 
stimulus, and the only one which the times admitted, to the creae 
tive faculty of the people; as well from the sociability, the gra- 
dations, and the mutual action and reaction of its gods and heroes, 
as from the amplitude, the variety, and the purely human cast, 
of its fundamental types. 


Veia THY KaTaBoAny ovpavoter Exel, etc. (Menander ap. Walz. Collect. Rhe- 
tor. t. ix. c. i. p. 218). Again— ep? Duivdiaxov Lede —yéveow mardav 
Onmtovpy ety évevonoe —'ArbAAwy Thy ’AokAntLod yéveow &d7n “Lo bp- 
ynoe, p 322-327; compare Hermogenés, about the story of Apollo and 
Daphné, Progymnasm. c. 4; and Julian. Orat. vii. p. 220. 

The contrast of the pagan phraseology of this age (Menander had him: 
self composed a hymn of invocation to Apollo — wepi ’Eyxwyuior, c. 3, t. ix. 
y. 136, Walz.) with that of Homer is very worthy of notice. In the Hesi- 
odic Catalogue of Women much was said respecting the marriages and 
amours of the gods, so as to furnish many suggestions, like the love-songs 
of Sapphé, to the composers of Epithalamic Odes (Menand. 2b. sect. iv. ¢. 
6. p. 268). 

Menander gives a specimen of a prose hymn fit to be addressed to the 
Sminthian Apollo (p. 320) ; the spiritual character of which hymn forms the 
most pointed contrast with the Homeric hymn to the same god. 

We may remark an analogous case in which the Homeric hymn to Apollo 
is modified by Plutarch. To provide for the establishment of his temple at 
Delphi, Apollo was described as having himself, in the shane of a dolphin, 
swam before a Krétan vessel and guided it to Krissa, where he directed the 
terrified crew to open the Delphian temple. But Plutarch says that this old 
statement was not correct: the god had not himself appeared in the shape 
of a dolphin —he had sent a dolphin expressly to guide the vessel (Plutarch. 
de Solertid Animal. p. 983). See also a contrast between the Homeric 
Zeus, and the genuine Zeus, (dAnSivd¢) brought out in Plutarch, Defect 
Oracul. c. 30. p. 426. 

Illicit amours seem in these later times to be ascribed to the daivovec : see 
the singular controversy started among the fictitious pleadings of the ancient 
rhetors ~— Nouov ovroc, rapdévove at kadapac elvar td¢ lepetac, bepeia tee 
ebpédy GTOKWv épovod, Kai Kpiverat.........’AAW épet, dal, did Tac TY 
Oaruovav éripoirnoer¢ Kal émiBovddg mepiteSeioSar* Kal m&¢ obk dvonrov 
kopuid7 TO ToLobrov ; Eder yap mpdc TI wy AdaipeSfvat THY TapS_eviay oper» 
Ts Grorporatov, od jy Tmpd¢ TO Texevy (Anonymi Scholia ad Hermogen, 
Zraoece, ap. Walz. Coll. Rh. t. vii. p. 162). 

Apsinés of Gadara, a sophist of the time of Diocletian, pretended to ba 
ason of Pan (see Suidas, v. ’Awivyc). The anecdote respecting the rivers 
Skamander and Meander, in the tenth epistle ascribed to the orator Aischi- 
hes (p. 737), is curious, but we do not know the date of that epistle. 
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Though we may thus explain the mythopeeic fertility of the 
&veeks, I am far from pretending that we can render any sufli- 
tient account of the supreme beauty of their chief epic and ar- 
tistical productions. There is something in the first-rate produc- 
tions of individual genius which lies beyond the compass of philo- 
sophical theory: the special breath of the Muse (to speak the 
language of ancient Greece) must be present in order to give 
them being. Even among her votaries, many are called, but few 
are chosen ; and the peculiarities of those few remain as yet her 
own secret. 

We shall not however forget that Grecian language was also 
an indispensable requisite to the growth and beauty of Grecian 
mythes — its richness, its flexibility and capacity of new com- 
binations, its vocalic abundance and metrical pronunciation: and 
many even among its proper names, by their analogy to words 
really significant, gave direct occasion to explanatory or illustra- 
tive stories. _Etymological mythes are found in sensible pro- 
portion among the whole number. 

To understand properly then the Grecian mythes, we must try 
to identify ourselves with the state of mind of the original my- 
thopeeic age; a process not very easy, since it requires us to 
adopt a string of poetical fancies not simply as realities, but as 
the governing realities of the mental system;! yet a process 


' The mental analogy between the early stages of human civilization and 
the childhood of the individual is furcibly and frequently set forth in the 
works of Vico. That eminently original thinker dwells upon the poetical 
and religious susceptibilities as the first to develop themselves in the human 
mind, and as furnishing not merely connecting threads for the explanation 
of sensible phenomena, but also aliment for the hopes and fears, and means 
of socializing influence to men of genius, at a time when reason was yet 
asleep. He points out the personifying instinct (‘‘istinto d’ animazione”) as 
the spontaneous philosophy of man, “to make himself the rule of the uni- 
verse,” and to suppose everywhere a quasi-human agency as the determining 
cause. He remarks that in an age of fancy and feeling, the conceptions and 
language of poetry coincide with those of reality and common. life, instead 
of standing apart as a separate vein. These views are repeated frequently 
(and with some variations of opinion as he grew older) in his Latin work 
De Uno Universi Juris Principio, as well as in the two successive rédactions 
of his great Italian work, Scienza Nuova (it must be added that Vico as an 
expositor is prolix, and does not do justice to his own powers of original 
thought) : I select the following from the second edition of the latter treatise, 
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which would only reproduce something an#ogous to our own 
childhood. ‘The age was one destitute both of recorded history 
and of positive science, but full of imagination and sentiment and 
religious impressibility; from these sources sprung that multitude 
of supposed persons around whom all combinations of sensible 


published by himself in 1744, Della Metafisica Poetica (see vol. v. p. 189 of 
Ferrari’s edition of his Works, Milan, 1836): “ Adunque la sapienza poetica, 
che fu la prima sapienza della Gentilita, dovette incominciare da una Meta- 
fisica, non rayionata ed astratta, qual é questa or degli addottrinati, ma sentita 
ed immaginata, quale dovett’ essere di tai primi uomini, siccome quelli ch’ 
erano di niun raziocinio, e tutti robusti sensi e vigorosissime fantasie, come 
é stato nelle degnita (the Axioms) stabilito. Questa fu la loro propria poesia, 
la qual in essi fu una faculta loro connaturale, perche erano di tali sensi e di 
si fatte fantasie naturalmente forniti, nata da ignoranza di cagioni — la qual fu 
loro madre di maraviglia di tutte le cose, che quelli ignoranti di tutte le cose 
fortemente ammiravano. Tal poesia incomincid in essi divina: perché nello 
stesso tempo ch’ essi immaginavano le cagioni delle cose, che sentivano ed 
ammiravano, essere Dei, come ora il confermiamo con gli Americani, i quali 
tutte le cose che superano la loro picciol capacita, dicono esser Dei... ..nello 
stesso tempo, diciamo, alle cose ammirate davano I’ essere di sostanze dalla 
propria lor idea: ch’ @ appunto la natura dei fanciulli, che osserviamo pren- 
dere tra mani cose inanimate, e transtullarsi e favellarvi, come fussero quelle 
persone vive. In cotal guisa i primi uomini delle nazioni gentili, come fan- 
ciulli del nascente gener umano, dalla lor idea creavan essi le cose...... per 
la loro robusta ignoranza, il facevano in forza d’ una corpolentissima fantasia, 
e perch’ era corpolentissima, il facevano con una marayigliosa sublimita, tal 
e tanta, che perturbava all’ eccesso essi medesimi, che fingendo le si crea- 
vano...... Di questa natura di cose umane restO eterna proprieta spiegata 
con nobil espressione da Tacito, che vanamente gli uomini spaventati fingunt 
simul creduntque.” 

After describing the condition of rude men, terrified with thunder and 
other vast atmospheric phenomena, Vico proceeds (2b. p. 172) —“ In tal 
caso la natura della mente umana porta ch’ ella attribuisca all’ effetto la sua 
natura: e la natura loro era in tale stato d’ uomini tutti robuste forze di corpo, 
che urlando, brontolando, spiegavano le loro violentissime passioni, si finsero 
il cielo esser un gran corpo animato, che per tal aspetto chiamavano Giove, 
che col fischio dei fulmini e col fragore die tuoni volesse lor dire qualche 
cosa...... E si fanno di tutta la natura un vasto corpo animato, che senta 
passioni ed affetti.” 

Now the contrast with modern habits of thought : — 

“Ma siccome ora per la natura delle nostre umane menti troppo ritirata 
dai sensi nel medesimo volgo — con le tante astrazioni, di quante sono piene 
le lingue — con tanti vocaboli astratti — e di troppo assottigliata con |’ art! 
dello scrivere, e quasi spiritualezzata con la practica dei numeri — cz € natu. 
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phenomena were grouped, and towards whom curiosity, sympa 
thies, and reverence were earnestly directed. The adventures 
of such persons were the only aliment suited at »nce both to the 
appetites and to the comprehension of an early Greek; and the 
mythes which detailed them, while powerfully interesting his 


ralmente niegato di poter formare la vasta imagine di cotal donna che dicono 
Natura simpatetica, che mentre con la bocca dicono, non hanno nulla in lor 
mente, perocche la lor mente ¢ dentro il falso, che ¢ nulla; né sono soccorsi 
dalla fantasia a poterne formare una falsa vastissima imagine. Cosi ora ci é 
naturalmente niegato di poter entrare nella vasta immaginativa di quei primi uomini, 
le menti dei quali di nulla erano assottigliate, di nulla astratte, di nulla 
spiritualezzate....... Onde dicemmo sopra ch’ ora appena intender si pud, 
affatto immaginar non st pud, come pensassero i primi uomini che fondarono 
la umanita gentilesca.” 

In this citation (already almost too long for a note) I have omitted several 
sentences not essential to the general meaning. It places these early divine 
fables and theological poets (so Vico calls them) in their true point of view, 
and assigns to them their proper place in the ascending movement of hu 
man society: it refers the mythes to an early religious and poetical age, in 
which feeling and fancy composed the whole fund of the human mind, over 
and above the powers of sense: the great mental change which has since 
taken place has robbed us of the power, not merely of believing them as they 
were originally believed, but even of conceiving completely that which their 
first inventors intended to express. 

The views here given from this distinguished Italian (the precursor of F. 
A. Wolf in regard to the Homeric poems, as well as of Niebuhr in regard to 
the Roman history) appear to me no less correct than profound; and the 
obvious inference from them is, that attempts to explain (as it is commonly 
called) the mythes (2. e. to translate them into some physical, moral or his- 
torical statements, suitable to our order of thought) are, even as guesses, 
essentially unpromising. Nevertheless Vico, inconsistently with his own 
general view, bestows great labor and ingenuity in attempting to discover 
internal meaning symbolized under many of the mythes; and even lays 
down the position, “che i primi uomini della Gentilita essendo stati sempli- 
cissimi, quanto i fanciulli, i quali per natura son veritieri: le prime favole 
non poterono finger nulla di falso: per lo che dovettero necessariamente es- 
sere vere narrazioni.” (See vol. vy. p. 194; compare also p. 99, Axiom xvi.) 
If this position be meant simply to exclude the idea of designed imposture, 
it may for the most part be admitted; but Vico evidently intends something 
more. He thinks that there lies hid under the fables a basis of matter of fact 
— not literal but symbolized — which he draws out and exhibits under the 
form of a civil history of the divine and heroic times: a confusion of doc- 
trine the more remarkable, since he distinctly tells us (in perfect conformity 
with the long passage above transcribed from him) that the special motter of 
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emotions, furnished to him at the same time a quasi-history and 
quasi-philosophy: they filled up the vacuum of the unrecorded 
past, and explained many of the puzzling incognita of the pres- 
ent.! Nor need we wonder that the same plausibility which cap- 


these early mythes is “ impossibility accredited as truth,”—* che la di lei pro- 
pria materia ¢ 7 impossibile credibile” (p. 176, and still more fully in the first 
rédaction of the Scienza Nuova, b.iii.c. 4; vol. iv. p. 187 of his Works). 

When we read the Canones Mytholoyict of Vico (De Constantia Philologise, 
Pars Posterior, c. xxx.; Vol. iii. p. 363), and his explanation of the legends 
of the Olympic gods, Herculés, Théseus, Kadmus, etc., we see clearly that 
the meaning which he professes to bring out is one previously put in by 
himself. 

There are some just remarks to the same purpose in Karl Ritter’s Vor- 
halle Europuischer Volker — Geschichten, Abschn. ii.p. 150 seg. (Berlin, 1820) 
He too points out how much the faith of the old world (der Glaube der Vor- 
welt) has become foreign to our minds, since the recent advances of “ Politik 
und Kritik,” and how impossible it is for us to elicit history from their con- 
ceptions by our analysis, in cases where they have not distinctly laid it out 
for us. The great length of this note prevents me from citing the passage: 
and he seems to me also (like Vico) to pursue his own particular investiga- 
tions in forgetfulness of the principle laid down by himself. 

10. Muller, in his Prolegomena zu einer wissenschafilichen Mythologie (cap. 
iv. p. 108), has pointed out the mistake of supposing that there existed ori- 
ginally some nucleus of pure reality as the starting-point of the mythes, and 
that upon this nucleus fiction was superinduced afterwards: he maintains 
that the real and the ideal were blended together in the primitive conception 
of the mythes. Respecting the general state of mind out of which the mythes 
grew, see especially pages 78 and 110 of that work, which is everywhere full 
of instruction on the subject of the Grecian mythes, and is eminently sug- 
gestive, even where the positions of the author are not completely made out. 

The short Heldensage der Griechen by Nitzsch (Kiel, 1842, t. v.) contains more 
of just and original thought on the subject of the Grecian mythes than any 
work with which I am acquainted. I embrace completely the subjective 
point of view in which he regards them; and although I have profited much 
from reading his short tract, I may mention that before I ever saw it, I had 
enforced the same reasonings on the subject in an article in the Westminster 
Review, May 1843, on the Heroen- Geschichten of Niebuhr. 

Jacob Grimm, in the preface to his Deutsche Mythologie p.1, zst edit. Gott. 
1835), pointedly insists on the distinction between“ Sage” and history, as 
well as upon the fact that the former has its chief root in religious belief 
“Legend and history (he says) are powers each by itself, adjoining indeed 
on “he confines, but having each its own separate and exclusive ground;®* 
als: p. xxvii. of the same introduction. 

A. view substantially similar is adopted by William Grimm, the other of 
the two distinguished brothers whose labors have so much elucidated Teu 
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tivated his imagination and his feelings was sufficient to engender 
spontaneous belief; or rather, that no question as to truth or 
falsehood of the narrative suggested itself to his mind. His 
faith is ready, Jiteral and uninquiring, apart from all thought of 
discriminating fact from fiction, or of -detecting hidden and sym- 
botized meaning; it is enough that what he hears be intrinsically 
plausible and seductive, and that there be no special cause to pro- 
voke doubt. And if ‘indeed there were, the poet overrules such 
doubts by the holy and all-sufficient authority of the Muse, whose 
omniscience is the warrant for his recital, as her inspiration is 
the cause of his success. 

The state of mind, and the relation of speaker to hearers, thus 
depicted, stand clearly marked inthe terms and tenor of the an- 
cient epic, if we only put a plain meaning upon what we read. 
The poet — like the prophet, whom he so much resembles — 
sings under heavenly guidance, inspired by the goddess to whom 
he has prayed for her assisting impulse: she puts the word into 
his mouth and the incidents into his mind: he is a privileged man, 
chosen as her organ and speaking from her revelations.! As the 


tonic philology and antiquities. He examines the extent to which either his- 
torical matter of fact or historical names can be traced in the Deutsche Helden- 
sage ; and he comes to the conclusion that the former is next to nothing, the 
latter not considerable. He draws particular attention to the fact, that the 
audience for whom these poems were intended had not learned to distin- 
guish history from poetry (W. Grimm, Deutsche Heldensage, pp 8, 337, 342 
345, 399, Gott. 1829). 
1 Hesiod, Theogon. 32. — 

poaninooolGe swérrvevoar dé (the Muses) or avdjr, 

Oeinv, OG KAEiowus TAT’ EcoduEva, TPO T’ édvTA, 

Kai pe kédov? buveiv wakapwr yévog aiév éovTwr, ete. 
Odyss. xxii. 347; viii. 63, 73, 481, 489. Anyodox’......7) o& ye Modo’ édidage, 
Atoc maic, 7) o&y’ ’AtOAAwy : that is, Demodocus has either been inspired as 
a poet by the Muse, or as a prophet by Apollo: for the Homeric Apollo is 
not the god of sony. Kalchas the prophet receives his inspiration from 
Apollo, who confers upon him the same knowledge both of past and future 
as the Muses give to Hesiod (Iliad, i. 69) : — 

KdAyac Ocaropidnc, oiwvoroAwy ox’ aprotog 

"Oc 4n Ta 7’ govTa, Ta T’ 2oodueva, TPO T EdvTa 

"Hy dvd pavtoobvvyy, THY oi Tope PoiGog *ATOAAwY, 
Also Mliad, ii. 485. 

Both the pavrie and the dorddc are standing, recognized professions (Odysa 

xvii. 383), like the physician and the carpenter, dnjucdepyou. 
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Muse grants the gift of song to whem she will, sc she sometimes 
in her anger snatches it away, and the most constmmate human 
genius is then left silent and helpless.! It is true that these ex- 
pressions, of the Muse inspiring and the poet singing a tale of 
past times, have passed from the ancient epic to compositions pro- 
duced under very different circumstances, and have now degen- 
erated into unmeaning forms of speech; but they gained cur- 
rency originally in their genuine and literal acceptation. If poets 
had from the beginning written or recited, the predicate of ‘simg- 
ing would never have been ascribed to them; nor would it’ have 
ever become customary to employ the name of the Muse«as:a 
die to be stamped on licensed ‘fiction, unless the practice had be- 
gun when her,agency was invoked and hailed in perfect good 
faith. Belief, the fruit of deliberate inquiry and a rational scru- 
tiny of evidence, is in such an age unknown: the simple faithof 
the time slides in unconsciously, when the imagination and feel- 
ing are exalted; and inspired authority is at once understood, 
easily admitted, and implicitly confided in. 

The word mythe (uvtos, fabula, story), in its original ‘meane 
ing, signified simply a statement or current narrative, without any 
connotative implication either of truth or falsehood. Subse- 
quently the meaning of the word (in Latin and English as wellas 
in Greek) changed, and came,to-carry with it the idea of an-old 
personal narrative, always uncertified, sometimes untrue or avow- 
edly fictitious.2. And this change was the result of a silent alter. 
ation in the mental state of the society, — of a transition on the 


? Tliad, ii. 599. 

? In this later sense it stands pointedly opposed to ‘orepia, history, which 
seems originally to have designated matter of fact, present and seen by the 
describer, or the result of his personal inquirics (see Herodot.i.1; Verrius 
Flace. ap. Aul..Gell. v.18; Eusebius, Hist. Eecles. iii..12; and the observae 
tions of Dr. Jortin, Remarks on Keclesiastical History, vol. i. p. 59). 

The original use of the word Adyoc was the same as that of widoc—a 
current tale, true or false, as the case might be; and the term designating @ 
person much conversant with the old legends (Adyto¢) is derived from it 
(Herod. i. 1; ii. 3). Hekatzeus and Herodotus both use Aéyog¢ in this sense. 
Herodotus calls both Atsop and Hekateeus Aoyorovoé (ii. 184-143). 

Aristotle (Metaphys. i. p. 8, ed. Brandis) seems to use ioe in this sense, 
where he says — 610 kal gudduvdoc 6 piAdcop6e mac éoTiw: 6 yap podor 
ovykeirat éx Savuaciwv, etc. In the same treatise (xi. p. 254), he uses it to 


signify fabulous amplification and transformation of a doctrine true in:the 
raain. 
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part of the superior minds (and more or less on the part of all) 
to a stricter and more elevated canon of credibility, in conse 
quence of familiarity with recorded history, and its essential tests 
affirmative as well as negative. Among the original hearers of 
the mythes, all such tests were unknown; they had not yet learns 
ed the lesson of critical disbelief; the mythe passed unquestioned 
from the mere fact of its currency, and from its harmony with 
existing sentiments and preconceptions. The very circumstances 
which contributed to rob it of literal belief in after-time, strength- 
ened its hold upon the mind of the Homeric man. He looked for 
wonders and unusual combinations in the past; he expected to 
hear of gods, heroes and men, moving and operating together 
upon earth; he pictured to himself the fore-time as a theatre in 
which the gods interfered directly, obviously and frequently, for 
the protection of their favorites and the punishment of their foes. 
The rational conception, then only dawning in his mind, of a sys- 
tematic course of nature was absorbed by this fervent and lively 
faith. And if he could have been supplied with as perfect and 
philosophical a history of his own real past time, as we are now 
enabled to furnish with regard to the last century of England or 
France, faithfully recording all the successive events, and ac- 
counting for them by known positive laws, but imtroducing no 
special interventions of Zeus and Apollo— such a history would 
have appeared to him not merely unholy and unimpressive, but 
destitute of all plausibility or title to credence. It would have 
provoked in him the same feeling of incredulous aversion as a 
description of the sun (to repeat the previous illustration) in a 
modern book on scientific astronomy. 

To us these mythes. are interesting fictions; to the Homeric 
and Hesiodic audience they were “rerum divinarum et huma- 
narum scientia,” —an aggregate of religious, physical and his- 
torical revelations, rendered more captivating, but not less true 
and real, by the bright coloring and fantastic shapes in which they 
were presented. Throughout the whole of “mythe-bearing Hel- 
las”! they formed the staple of the uninstructed Greek mind, 


1M. Ampére, in his Histoire Littéraire de la France (ch. viii. v. i. p. 310) 
ilistinguishes the Saga (which corresponds as nearly as possible with the 
Greek ioc, Adyoc, értxaptog Adyoc), as a special product of the intellect. 
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upon which history and philosophy were by so slow degrees su- 
perinduced; and they continued to be the aliment of ordinary 
thought and conversation, even after history and philosophy had 
partially supplanted the mythical faith among the leading men, 
and disturbed it more or less in the ideas of all. The men, the 
women, and the children of the remote démes and villages of 
Greece, to whom Thucydidés, Hippocratés, Aristotle, or Hippar- 
chus were unknown, still continued to dwell upon the local fables 
which formed their religious and patriotic antiquity. And Pau- 
sanias, even in his time, heard everywhere divine or heroic le- 
gends yet alive, precisely of the type of the old epic; he found 
the conceptions of religious and mythical faith, coéxistent with 
those of positive science, and contending against them at more 
or less of odds, according to the temper of the individual. Now 
it is the remarkable characteristic of the Homeric age, that no 
such coéxistence or contention had yet begun. The religious 
and mythical point of view covers, for the most part, all the 
phenomena of nature; while the conception of invariable se- 
quence exists only in the background, itself personified under the 
name of the Mcere, or Fates, and produced generally as an ex- 
ception to the omnipotence of Zeus for all ordinary purposes. 


— 
not capable of being correctly designated either as history, or as fiction, @F 
as philosophy : — 

* fl est un pays, la Scandinavie, ot la tradition racontée s’est développée 
plus complétement qu’ailleurs, ot ses produits ont été plus soigneusement 
recueillis et mieux conservés: dans ce pays, lis ont regu un nom particulier, 
dont l’équivalent exact ne se trouve pas hors des langues Germaniques : c’est 
le mot Saga, Sage, ce qu’on dit, ce qwon raconte, — la tradition orale. Si lon 
prend ce mot non dans une acception restreinte, mais dans le sens général 
ou le prenait Niebuhr quand il Pappliquoit, par exemple, aux traditions popu- 
laires qui ont pu fournir a Tite Live une portion de son histoire, la Saga 
doit étre comptée parmi les produits spontanés de l'imagination humaine, 
La Saga ason existence propre comme la poésie, comme histoire, comme 
le roman. Elle n’est pas la poésie, parcequ’elle n’est pas chantée, mais par= 
lée ; elle n’est pas Vhistoire, parcequ’elle est denuée de critique; elle n’est 
pas le roman, parcequ’elle est sincére, parcequ’elle a foi a ce qu’elle raconte. 
Elle n’invente pas, mais répéte: elle peut se tromper, mais elle ne ment 
jamais. Ce récit souvent merveilleux, que personne ne fabrique sciemment, 
et que tout le monde altére et falsifie sans le vouloir, qui se perpétue a Ie 
maniere des chants primitifs et populaires, —ce récit, quand il se rapporte 
Bon a un héros, mais a un saint, s’appelle une légende.” 
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Voluntary agents, visible and invisible, impel and govern every 
thing. Moreover this point of view is universal throughout the 
community, — adopted with equal fervor, and carried out with 
equal consistency, by the loftiest minds and by the lowest. The 
great man of that day is he who, penetrated like others with the 
general faith, and never once imagining any other system of na- 
ture than the agency of these voluntary Beings, can clothe them 
in suitable circumstances and details, and exhibit in living body 
and action those types which his hearers dimly prefigure. Such 
men were the authors of the Iliad and the Odyssey ; embodying 
in themselves the whole measure of intellectual excellence which 
their age was capable of feeling: to us, the first of poets —but 
to their own public, religious teachers, historians, and philoso- 
phers besides— inasmuch as all that then represented history 
and philosophy was derived from those epical effusions and from 
others homogeneous with them. Herodotus recognizes Homer 
and Hesiod as the main authors of Grecian belief respecting the 
names and generations, the attributes and agency, the forms and 
the worship of the gods.! 

History, philosophy, ete., properly so called and conforming to 
our ideas (of which the subsequent Greeks were the first crea- 
tors), never belonged to more than a comparatively small num- 
ber of thinking men, though their influence indirectly affected 
more or less the whole national mind. But when positive science 
and criticism, and the idea of an invariable sequence of events, 
came to supplant in the more vigorous intellects the old mythical 
creed of omnipresent personification, an inevitable scission was 
produced between the instructed few and the remaining commu- 
nity. The opposition between the scientific and the religions 
point of view was not slow in manifesting itself: in general lan- 
guage, indeed, both might seem to stand together, but in every 
particular case the admission of one involved the rejection of the 
other. According to the theory which then became predom- 
inant, the course of nature was held to move invariably on, by 
powers and attributes of its own, unless the gods chose to inter- 
fere and reverse it; but they had the power of interfering as 
often and to as great an extent as they thought fit. Here the 


1 Herodot. ii. 43. 
Vol. 1 li 
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question was at once opened, respecting a great variety of partice 
ular phenomena, whether they were to be regarded as natural 
or miraculous. No constant or discernible test could be suggest- 
ed to discriminate the two: every man was called upon to settle 
the doubt for himself, and each settled it according to the extent 
of his knowledge, the force of his logic, the state of his health, 
his hopes, his fears, and many other considerations affecting his 
separate conclusion. In a question thus perpetually arising, and 
full of practical consequences, instructed minds, like Periklés, 
Thucydidés, and Euripidés, tended more and more to the scien- 
tific point of view,' in cases where the general public were con- 
stantly gravitating towards the religious. 


1 See Plutarch, Perikl. capp. 5, 32, 38; Cicero, De Republ. i. 15-16, ed. 
Maii. 

The phytologist Theophrastus, in his valuable collection of facts respecs- 
ing vegetable organization, is often under the necessity of opposing his sci- 
entific interpretation of curious incidents in the vegetable world to the 
religious interpretation of them which he found current. Anomalous phe- 
nomena in the growth or decay of trees were construed as signs from the 
gods, and submitted to a prophet for explanation (see Histor. Plantar. ii. 3, 
iv. 16; v. 3). 

We may remark, however, that the old faith had still a certain hold over 
his mind. In commenting on the story of the willow-tree at Philippi, and 
the venerable old plane-tree at Antandros (more than sixty feet high, and 
requiring four men to grasp it round in the girth), having been blown down 
by a high wind, and afterwards spontaneously resuming their erect posture, 
he offers some explanations how such a phenomenon might have happened, 
but he admits, at the end, that there may be something extra-natural in the 
case, "AAA taiTa pév lows &w dvorkij¢ aitiac ~otwv, etc. (De Caus. Plant. v. 
4): see a similar miracle in reference to the cedar-tree of Vespasian (Tacit. 
Hist. ii. 78). 

Euripidés, in his lost tragedy called MeAavirrn Zody, placed in the mouth 
of Melanippé a formal discussion and confutation of the whole doctrine of 
tTépara, or supernatural indications (Dionys. Halicar. Ars Rhetoric. p. 300- 
356, Reisk). Compare the Fables of Phadrus, iii. 3; Plutarch, Sept. Sap. 
Conviv. ch. 3. p. 149; and the curious philosophical explanation by which 
the learned men of Alexandria tranquillized the alarms of the vulgar, on 
occasion of the serpent said to have been seen entwined round the head of 
the crucified Kleomenés (Plutarch, Kleomen. c. 39). 

It is one part of the duty of an able physician, according to the Hippo- 
cratic treatise called Prognosticon (c. 1. t. ii. p. 112, ed. Littré), when he 
visits his patient, to examire whether there is anything divine in the malady, 
Gua dé Kal ci Te Seiov Eveorww év rHot vobootct this. however, does not agree 
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The age immediately prior to this unsettled condition of thought 
is the really mythopeeic age; in which the creative faculties of 
the society know no other employment, and the mass of the so- 
ceity no other mental demand. ‘The perfect expression of such a 
period, in its full peculiarity and grandeur, is to be found in the 
Iliad and Odyssey, — poems of which we cannot determine the 
exact date, but which seem both to have existed prior to the first 
Olympiad, 776 B.c., our earliest trustworthy mark of Grecian 
time. For some time after that event, the mythopeic tendencies 
continued in vigor (Arktinus, Leschés, Kumélus, and seemingly 
most of the Hesiodic poems, fall within or shortly after the first 
century of recorded Olympiads) ; but from and after this first 
century, we may trace the operation of causes which gradually 
enfeebled and narrowed them, altering the point of view from 
which the mythes were looked at. What these causes were, it 
will be necessary briefly to intimate. 


with the memorable doctrine laid down in the treatise, De Aére, Locis et 
Aquis (c. 22. p. 78, ed. Littré), and cited hereafter, in this chapter. Nor 
does Galen seem to have regarded it as harmonizing with the general views 
of Hippocratés. In the excellent Prolegomena of Mr. Littré to his edition 
of Hippocratés (t.i. p. 76) will be found an inedited scholium, wherein the 
opinion of Baccheius and other physicians is given, that the affections of the 
plague were to be looked upon as divine, inasmuch as the disease came from 
God ; and also the opinion of Xenophdén, the friend of Praxagoras, that the 
*penus of days of crisis” in fever was divine; “For (said Xenoph6n) just 
as the Dioskuri, being gods, appear to the mariner in the storm and bring 
him salvation, so also do the days of crisis, when they arrive, in fever.” 
Galen, in commenting upon this doctrine of Xenophdén, says that the author 
“has expressed his own individual feeling, but has no way set forth the 
opinion of Hippocratés :” 'O dé rév kpioipwr yévog juepOv einov eivar Seiov, 
gavtod te madog Gpoddynoev: od pv ‘\mmoKpatove. ye THY yvaunv Ederkes 
(Galen, Opp. t. v. p. 120, ed. Basil). 

The comparison of the Dioskuri appealed to by Xenophon is a precise 
reproduction of their function as described in the Homeric Hymn (Hymn 
xxxiii. 10): his personification of the “days of crisis” introduces the old 
religious agency to fill up a gap in his medical science. 

J annex an illustration from the Hindoo yein of thought: — “It is a rule 
with the Hindoos to bury, and not to burn, the bodies of those who die of 
the small-pox: for'(say they) the small pox is not only caused by the god 
dess Davey, but is, in fact, Davey herself; and to burn the body of a person 
affected with this disease, is, in reality, neither more nor less than to burn the 
goddess.” (Sleeman, Rambles and Recollections, ete vol. i. ch. xxv. p, 221) 
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The foremost and most general of all is, the expansive foree 
of Grecian intellect itself, —a quality in which this remarkable 
people stand distinguished from all their neighbors and contempo- 
raries. Most, if not all nations have had mythes, but no nation 
except the Greeks have imparted to them immortal charm and 
universal interest ; and the same mental capacities, which raised 
the great men of the poetic age to this exalted level, also pushed 
forward their successors to outgrow the early faith in which the 
mythes had been generated and accredited. 

One great mark, as well as means, of such intellectual expan- 
sion, was the habit of attending to, recording, and combining, posi« 
tive and present facts, both domestic and foreign. In the genu- 
ine Grecian epic, the theme was an unknown and aoristic past; 
but even as early as the Works and Days of Hesiod, the present 
begins to figure: the man who tills the earth appears in his own 
solitary nakedness, apart from gods and heroes — bound indeed 
by serious obligations to the gods, but contending against many 
difficulties which are not to be removed by simple reliance on 
their help. ‘The poet denounces his age in the strongest terms as 
miserable, degraded and profligate, and looks back with reveren- 
tial envy to the extinct heroic races who fought at Troy and 
Thébes. Yet bad as the present time is, the Muse condescends 
to look at it along with him, and to prescribe rules for human life— 
with the assurance that if aman be industrious, frugal, provi- 
dent, just and friendly in his dealings, the gods will recompense him 
with affluence and security. Nor does the Muse disdain, while 
holding out such promise, to cast herself into the most homely de- 
tails of present existence and to give advice thoroughly practical 
and calculating. Men whose minds were full of the heroes of 
Homer, called Hesiod in contempt the poet of the Helots; and 
the contrast between the two is certainly a remarkable proof of 
the tendency of Greek poetry towards the present and the 
positive. 

Other manifestations of the same tendency become visible in 
the age of Archilochus (B. c. 680-660). In an age when metri- 
eal composition and the living voice are the only means whereby 
the productive minds of a community make themselves felt, the 
invention of a new metre, new forms of song and recitaticn, or 
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diversified accompanimeats, constitute an epoch. The iambic, 
elegiac, choric, and lyric poetry, from Archilochus downwards, all 
indicate purposes in the poet, and impressibilities of the hearers, 
very different from those of the ancient epic. In all of themthe 
personal feeling of the poet and the specialties of present 
time and place, are brought prominently forward, while in the 
Homeric hexameter the poet is a mere nameless organ of the 
historical Muse — the hearers are content to learn, believe, and 
feel, the incidents of a foregone world, and the tale is hardly less 
suitable to one time and place than to another. The iambic me- 
tre (we are told) was first suggested to Archilochus by the bitter- 
ness of his own private antipathies; and the mortal wounds in- 
flicted by his lampoons, upon the individuals against whom they 
were directed, still remain attested, though the verses themselves 
have perished. It was the metre (according to the well-known 
judgment of Aristotle) most nearly approaching to common 
speech, and well suited both to the coarse vein of sentiment, and 
to the smart and emphatic diction of its inventor.! Simonidés of 
Amorgus, the younger contemporary of Archilochus, employed 
the same metre; with less bitterness, but with an anti-heroic ten- 
dency not less decided. His remaining fragments present a mix- 
ture of teaching and sarcasm, having a distinct bearing upon 
actual life,2 and carrying out the spirit which partially appears 
in the Hesiodic Works and Days. Of Alkzus and Sapphé, 
though unfortunately we are compelled to speak of them upon 
hearsay only, we know enough to satisfy us that their own pei- 
sonal sentiments and sufferings, their relations private or publie 


— 


1 Horat. de Art. Poet. 79: — 
“ Archilochum proprio rabies armavit Iambo,” etc. 
Compare Epist. i. 19, 23, and Epod. vi. 12; Aristot. Rhetor. iii. 8, 7, and 
Poetic. c. 4—also Synesius de Somniis— domep ’AAKaiog Kai ‘ApyiAoxoc, 
oi OedarravyKact THY EvoTouiay etc TOV oiksiov Biov Exatepoc (Alcei Frag- 
ment. Halle, 1810, p. 205). Quintilian speaks in striking language of the 
power of expression manifested by Archilochus (x. 1, 60). 

2 Simonidés of Amorgus touches briefly, but in a tone of contempt upon 
the Trojan war—yvvacikoc obven’ dudidyptwpévove (Simonid. Fragm. 
8. p. 36. v. 118); he scems to think it absurd that so destructive a struggle 
should have taken place “ pro und muliereuld,” to use the phrase of Mu. Payne 
Knight. 
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with tne contemporary world, constituted the soul of those short 
effusions which gave them so much celebrity :! and in the few re- 
mains of the elegiac poets preserved to us — Kallinus, Mimner: 
mus, Tyrte#us —the impulse of some present motive or circum 
stance is no less conspicuous. The same may also be said of So 
lon, Theognis and Phokylidés, who preach, encourage, censure, 01 
complain, but do not recount — and in whom a profourid ethical 
sensibility, unknown to the Homeric poems, manifests itself: the 
form of poetry (to use the words of Solén himself) is made the 
substitute for the public speaking of the agora.? 

Doubtless all these poets made abundant use of the ancient 
mythes, but it was by turning them to present account, in the 
way of illustration, or flattery, or contrast, —a tendency which 
we may usually detect even in the compositions of Pindar, in 
spite of the lofty and heroic strain which they breathe through- 
out. That narrative or legendary poetry still continued to be 
composed during the seventh and sixth centuries before the Chris- 
tian era is not to be questioned; but it exhibited the old epical 


’ See Quintilian, x. 1,63. Horat. Od. i. 32; ii. 13. Aristot. Polit. iii. 10, 
4. Dionys. Halic. observes (Vett. Scriptt. Censur. v. p. 421) respecting 
Alkxus — roAAayod yotv TO wétpov ei tig meptéAol, PyTopiKny dv ebpor 
moAttetav; and Strabo (xiii. p. 617), Ta oraowwriKkd Kadobmeva Tod ’AAKaiov 
TOMPLATa. 

There was a large dash of sarcasm and homely banter aimed at neighbors 
and contemporaries in the poetry of Sapphd, apart from her impassioned 
love-songs — GAAwe okarrter Tov GypotKov vigdtov Kal Tov Supwpdy Tov ev 
Toi¢g yauolg, ebteAgorara Kal év méCotc bvouacr aAAov 7} év roimtiKoic. “Qore 
airing wadAdv éott Ta ToLypata TadTa diaréy aTat 7 Gdeiv- ob0’ dv Gpuooat 
Tpd¢ TOV YOpov 7) Mpd¢ THY Avpay, ei UH TLC ein YOpog JiadeKTiKde (Démétr 
Phaler, De Interpret. c. 167). 

Compare also Herodot. ii. 135, who mentions the satirical talent of Sap- 
pho, employed against her brother for an extravagance about the courtezan 
Rhodépis. 

? Solon, Fragm. iv. 1, ed. Schneidewin : — 

Avroc knpv§ 7ASov ad’ lueptig Ladapivoc 
Koopov éréwy Qdnv avt’ ayopnc Séuevoc, ete. 
See Brandis, Handbuch der Griechischen Philosophie, sect. xxiv.-xxv 
Plato states that Soldn, in his old ago, engaged in the composition of an 
epic poem, which he left unfinished, on the subject of the supposed island 


of Atlantis and Attica (Plato, Timaus, p. 21, and Kritias, p.113). Plu 
tarch, Solén, c. 31. 


FORMATION OF AN HISTORICAL SENSE. 865 


vharacter without the old epical genius; both the inspiration cf 
the composer and the sympathies of the audience had become 
more deeply enlisted in the world before them, and disposed to 
fasten on incidents of their own actual experience. From Soldn 
and Theognis we pass to the abandonment of all metrical restric 
tions and to the introduction of prose writing, —a fact, the im- 
portance of which it is needless to dwell upon, — marking as well 
the increased familiarity with written records, as the commence- 
ment of a separate branch of literature for the intellect, apart 
from the imagination and emotions wherein the old legends had 
their exclusive root. 

Egypt was first unreservedly opened to the Greeks during 
the reign of Psammetichus, about B. c. 660; gradually it became 
much frequented by them for military or commercial purposes, 
or for simple curiosity, and enlarged the range of their thoughts 
and observations, while it also imparted to them that vein of 
mysticism, which overgrew the primitive simplicity of the Ho- 
meric religion, and of which I have spoken in a former chapter 
They found in it a long-established civilization, colossal wonders 
of architecture, and a certain knowledge of astronomy and geo- 
metry, elementary indeed, but in advance of their own. Moreover 
it was a portion of their present world, and it contributed to form 
in them an interest for noting and describing the actual realities 
before them. A sensible progress is made in the Greek mind 
during the two centuries from B. c. 700 to B. ¢. 500, in the re- 
cord and arrangement of historical facts: an historical sense arises 
in the superior intellects, and some idea of evidence as a discrim- 
inating test between fact and fiction. And this progressive ten- 
deney was further stimulated by increased communication and 
by more settled and peaceful social relations between the various 
members of the Hellenic world, to which may be added material 
improvements, purchased at the expense of a period of turbu- 
lence and revolution, in the internal administration of each sepa- 
rate state. The Olympic, Pythian, Nemean, and Isthmian games 
became frequented by visitors from the most distant parts of 
Greece : the great periodical festival in the island of Délos brought 
together the citizens of every Ionic community, with their wives 
and children, and an ample display of wealth and ornameats.! 


' Homer, Hymn, ad Apollin. 155; Thucydid. ii. 104. 
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Numerous and flourishing colonies were founded in Sicily, the 
sonth of Italy, the coasts of Epirus and of the Euxine Sea: the 
Phokeans explored the whole of the Adriatic, established Mase 
salia, and penetrated even as far as the south of Ibéria, with 
which they carried on a lucrative commerce.!_ The geographical 
ideas of the Greeks were thus both expanded and rectified: the 
first preparation of a map, by Anaximander the disciple of Thalés, 
is an epoch in the history of science. We may note the ridicule 
bestowed by Herodotus both upon the supposed people called 
Hyperboreans and upon the idea of a circumfluous ocean-stream, 
as demonstrating the progress of the age in this department of 
inquiry.2. And even earlier than Herodotus, Xanthus had no- 
ticed the occurrence of fossil marine productions in the interior 
of Asia Minor, which led him to reflections on the changes of the 
earth’s surface with respect to land and water.3 

If then we look down the three centuries and a half which 
elapsed between the commencement of the Olympic era and the 
age of Herodotus and Thucydidés, we shall discern a striking 
advance in the Greeks, — ethical, social and intellectual. Posi- 
tive history and chronology has not only been created, but in the 
case of Thucydidés, the qualities necessary to the historiographer, 
in their application to recent events, have been developed with 
a degree of perfection never since surpassed. Men’s minds have 
assumed a gentler as well as a juster cast; and acts come to be 
criticized with reference to their bearing on the internal happie 
ness of a well-regulated community, as well as upon the stand- 


1 Herodot. i. 163. 

2 Hercdot. iv. 36. yeA@ d% dpéwv Tie wepiddove ypawavtrac moAAode 76n, 
«al obdéva voov éxovtag éEnynoauevov: oi ’QkEavov Te Péovta ypagovar wéptk 
rv yiv, todcay KvKAotepéa GG Grd Tépvon, etc., a remark probably directed 
wainst Hekatezeus. 

Respecting the map of Anaximander, Strabo, i. p. 7°, Diogen. Laért. ii. 
t; Agathemer ap. Geograph. Minor. i. 1. mp@rog éroAunoe tiv obxoupérgr 
iy mivake ypapa. 

Aristagoras of Milétus, who visited Sparta to solicit aid for the revolted 
égnians against Darius, brought with him a brazen tablet or map, by means 
of which he exhibited the relative position of places in the Persian empire 
"Herodot. vy. 49). 

* Xanthns ap. Strano. i. p. 50; xii. p. 579. Compare Creuzer, Fragmenta 
Aamni, p. 162. 


COMMENCEMENT OF PHYSICAL SCIENCE, 367 


ing harmony of fraternal states. While Thucydidés treats the 
habitual and licensed piracy, so coolly alluded to in the Homeric 
poems, as an obsolete enormity, many of the acts described in 
the old heroic and Theogonic legends were found not less repug- 
nant to this improved tone of feeling. The battles of the gods 
with the Giants and Titans,—the castration of Uranus by his 
son Kronus,— the cruelty, deceit and licentiousness, often sup- 
posed both in the gods and heroes, provoked strong disapproba- 
tion. And the language of the philosopher Xenophanés, who 
composed both elegiac and iambic poems for the express purpose 
of denouncing such tales, is as vehement and unsparing as that 
of the Christian writers, who, eight centuries afterwards, attack- 
ed the whole scheme of paganism.! 

Nor was it alone as an ethical and social critic that Xeno- 
phanés stood distinguished. He was one of a great and eminent 
triad — Thalés and Pythagoras being the others — who, in the 
sixth century before the Christian wra, first opened up those 
veins of speculative philosophy which occupied afterwards so 
large a portion of Grecian intellectual energy. Of the material 
differences between the three I do not here speak ; I regard them 
only in reference to the Homeric and Hesiodic philosophy which 
preceded them, and from which all three deviated by a step, 
perhaps the most remarkable in all the history of philosophy. 
In the scheme of ideas common to Homer and to the Hesiodic 
Theogony (as has been already stated), we find nature distribut- 
ed into a variety of personal agencies, administered according to 
the free-will of different Beings more or less analogous to man 
—each of these Beings having his own character, attributes and 
powers, his own sources of pain and pleasure, and his own espe- 
cial sympathies or antipathies with human individuals ; each being 
determined to act or forbear, to grant favor or inflict injury in 
his own department of phenomena, according as men, or perhaps 
other Beings analogous to himself, might conciliate or offend him. 
The Gods, properly so called, (those who bore a proper name 
and received some public or family worship,) were the most com- 
manding and capital members amidst this vast network of agents 


1 Xenophan. ap. Sext. Empiric. ady. Mathemat. ix.193  Fragm. 1. Poet 
Greec. ed. Schneidewin. Diogen. Laért. ix. 18. 
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visille and invisible, spread over the universe.!| The whole vier 
of nature was purely religious and subjective, the spontaneous 
suggestion of the early mind. It proceeded from the instinctive 
tendencies of the feelings and imagination to transport, to the 
world without, the familiar type of free-will and conscious per- 
sonal action: above all, it took deep hold of the emotions, from 
the widely extended sympathy which it so perpetually called 
forth between man and nature.2 

The first attempt to disenthral the philosophic intellect from 
this all-personifying religious faith, and to constitute a method of 
interpreting nature distinct from the spontaneous inspirations of 
untaught minds, is to be found in Thalés, Xenophanés and Pytha- 
goras, in the sixth century before the Christian era. It is in 
them that we first find the idea of Person tacitly set aside or 
limited, and an impersonal Nature conceived as the object of 
study. The divine husband and wife, Oceanus and Téthys, 
parents of many gods and of the Oceanic nymphs, together with 
the avenging goddess Styx, are translated into the material sub- 
stance water, or, as we ought rather to say, the Fluid: and 
Thalés set himself to prove that water was the primitive element, 
out of which all the different natural substances had been formed.3 
He, as well as Xenophanés and Pythagoras, started the problem 
of physical philosophy, with its objective character and invariable 
laws, to be discoverable by a proper and methodical application 
of the human intellect. The Greek word @douc, denoting nature, 
and its derivatives physics and physiology, unknown in that large 
sense to Homer or Hesiod, as well as the word Kosmos, to denote 
the mundane system, first appears with these philosophers.4 The 


* Hesiod, Opp. Di. 122; Homer, Hymn. ad Vener 260. 

? A defence of the primitive faith, on this ground, is found in Plutarch, 
Question Sympos. vii. 4, 4, p. 703. 

3 Aristotel. Metaphys. i. 3. 

4 Plutarch, Placit. Philos. ii. 1; also Stobeus, Eclog. Physic. i. 22, where 
the difference between the Homeric expressions and those of the subsequent 
philosophers is seen. Damm, Lexic. Homeric. v. ioc; Alexander von 
Humboldt, Kosmos, p. 76, the note 9 on page 62 of that admirable work. 

The title of the treatises of the early philosophers (Melissus, Démokritus. 
Parmenidés, Empedoclés, Alkmz6n, etc.) was frequently Hep? dicewe (Galen, 
Opp. tom. i. p. 56, ed. Basil ). 
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elemental analysis of Thalés — the one unchangeable cosmic sub- 
stance, varying only in appearance, but not in reality, as suggest- 
ed by Xenophanés,—and the geometrical and arithmetical 
combinations of Pythagoras, — all these were different ways of 
approaching the explanation of physical phenomena, and each 
gave rise to a distinct school or succession of philosophers. But 
they all agreed in departing from the primitive method, and in 
recognizing determinate properties, invariable sequences, and 
objective truth, in nature —either independent of willing or 
designing agents, or serving to these latter at once as an indispen- 
sable subject-matter and as a limiting condition. Xenophanés 
disclaimed openly all knowledge respecting the gods, and pro- 
nounced that no man could have any means of ascertaining when 
he was right and when he was wrong, in affirmations respecting 
them :! while Pythagoras represents in part the scientific tenden- 
cies of his age, in part also the spirit of mysticism and of special 
fraternities for religious and ascetic observance, which became 
diffused throughout Greece in the sixth century before the Chris- 
tian era. ‘This was another point which placed him in antipathy 
with the simple, unconscious and demonstrative faith of the old 
poets, as well as with the current legends. 

If these distinguished men, when they ceased to follow the 
primitive instinct of tracing the phenomena of nature to personal 
and designing agents, passed over, not at once to induction and 
observation, but to a misemployment of abstract words, substitut- 
ing metaphysical e¢dedla in the place of polytheism, and to an 
exaggerated application of certain narrow physical theories — we 
must remember that nothing else could be expected from the 
scanty stock of facts then accessible, and that the most profound 
study of the human mind points out such transition as an inevita- 
ble law of intellectual progress.2 At present, we have to compar 


t Xenophan. ap. Sext. Empiric. vii. 50; viii. 326. — 
Kai 70 pév ody cadéc obtic avip idev, obte Tic éotw 
Eldd¢ dug Year Te Kai dooa Aéyw Tepl TavTwWr: 
Ei yap kal Ta padtora tivo. TeTeAcouévov einan, 
Abro¢g buw¢ obk olde, B6koc 0 ex? maou TérvKTEL. 
Compare Aristotel. De Xenophane, Zenone, et Georgid, capp. 1-2. 
* See the treatise of M. Auguste Comte ( Cours de Philosophie Positive), and 
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them only with that state of the Greek mind! which they partially 
superseded, and with which they were in decided opposition. The 
rudiments of physical science were conceived and developed 
among superior men; but the religious feeling of the mass was 
averse to them; and the aversion, though gradually mitigated, 
never wholly died away. Some of the philosophers were not 
backward in charging others with irreligion, while the multitude 
seems to have felt the same sentiment more or less towards all — 
or towards that postulate of constant sequences, with determinate 
conditions of occurrence, which scientific study implies, and which 
they could not reconcile with their belief in the agency of the 
gods, to whom they were constantly praying for special succor 
and blessings. 

The discrepancy between the scientific and the religious point 
of view was dealt with differently by different philosophers. Thus 
Socratés openly admitted it, and assigned to each a distinct and 
independent province. He distributed phenomena into two class- 
es: one, wherein the connection of antecedent and consequent was 
invariable and ascertainable by human study, and therefore fu- 
ture results accessible to a well-instructed foresight; the other 
and those, too, the most comprehensive and important, which the 
gods had reserved for themselves and their own unconditional 
agency, wherein there was no invariable or ascertainable se- 
quence, and where the result could only be foreknown by some 
omen, prophecy, or other special inspired communication from 
themselves. Each of these classes was essentially distinct, and 
required to be looked at and dealt with in a manner radically in- 
compatible with the other. Socratés held it wrong to apply the 
scientific interpretation to the latter, or the theological interpre- 
tation to the former. Physics and astronomy, in his opinion, 


his doctrine of the three successive stages of the human mind in reference to 
scientific study —the theological, the metaphysical, and the positive; —a 
doctrine laid down generally in his first lecture (vol. i. p. 4-12), and largely 
applied and illustrated throughout his instructive work. It is also re-stated 
and elucidated by Mr. John Stuart Mill, in his System of Logic, Ratiocinative 
and Inductive, vol. ii. p. 610. 

* “Human wisdom (évSparivn codia), as contrasted with the primitive 
theology (01 dpyaior kat dtatpiBovre¢ rep? Tac Seoroyiac),” to take the words 
of Aristotle (Meteo~plog. ii. 1. pp. 41-42, ed. Tauchnitz). 
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belonged to the divine class of phenomena, in which human re- 
search was insane, fruitless, and impious.! 

On the other hand, Hippocratés, the contemporary of Socratés, 
denied the discrepancy, and merged into one those two classes of 
phenomena, — the divine and the scientifically determinable, — 
which the latter had put asunder. Hippocratés treated all phe- 
nomena as at once both divine and scientifically determinable. 
in discussing certain peculiar bodily disorders found among the 
Scythians, he observes, “The Scythians themselves ascribe the 
cause of this to God, and reverence and bow down to such suf- 
ferers, each man fearing that he may suffer the like; and I my- 
self think too that these affections, as well as all others, are di- 
vine: no one among them is either more divine or more human 
than another, but all are on the same footing, and all divine; nev- 
ertheless each of them has its own physical conditions, and not 
one occurs without such physical conditions.”? 


' Xenoph. Memor. i. 1,6-9. Ta wév dvayxaia (Zwxparyc) ovveBobAcve xat 
mpattev, wc évouilev aptor’ dv mpax3Hvat* mepi OF TOV AdAAwY brwe aTo- 
Bhoowto, wavTevoouévouc ExeuTeEr, ei ToinTéa. Kat rode méAAovrac olkove Te 
kai ToAELG KAA oiKHoELY wavTiKHe Eby KpoodeioSaL* TEKTOViKdY pév yap F 
LAAKEVTLKOY 1 yewpytKoy 7 avbparwrv apxLKdv, 7 TOV ToLobTwr Epywr &eTao- 
TLUKOY, 7) AoyLoTLKOY, H OLKOVOULLKOY, } OTPATHYLKOY yevéoCal, TaVTA TA TOLADTA, 
padipata Kal avdparov yvoun aipetéa, evouicer eivars Ta d8 péytota Tov év 
tovtae ton Tod Heode EavToic kaTtadhcinecat, dv obdiv Ojiov 
elvat Toic avbporoc.........Tode dé undév THv ToLovTwY olopévove eivat 
Saiwovior, GAAG mavta THe avSparivyc yvounc, daimovey n> Sayovady dt 
kai Tove pavTevouévouc @ Toi¢ GvOparoie Eaxav ol Feot padodor draxpivew. 
Pad Aone "Eon 02 deiv. & pév padovrac roteiv Edoxay of Geol, uavdavew: & 
8 uy Oda Tote avOparrole EotL, Teipdodat did wavTiKie Tapa TOY SeGv Tur 
VavecSar: Tod Seode yap, ol¢ dv dow idéwo, onpaiverv. Compare also 
Memorab. iv. 7. 7; and Cyroped. i. 6, 3, 23-46. 

Physical and astronomical phenomena are classified by Socratés among 
the divine class, interdicted to human study (Memor. i. 1, 13): Td Beta or 
daisvia as supposed to radvbperera. Plato (Phileb. c. 16; Legg. x. p. 886- 
889: xii. p. 967) held the sun and stars to be gods, each animated with its 
special soul: he allowed astronomical investigation to the, extent necessary 
for avoiding blasphemy respecting these beings —péyp Tod m7 BAacdnpetv 
rept avTé (vii. 821). 

2 Hippocratés, De Aére, Locis et Aquis, c. 22 (p. 78, ed. Littré, sect. 106 
ed. Petersen): “Eve te mpd¢ tovréo.or ebvotyiat yiyvovtat ol mAsiorou bs 
TxiPyor, al yovaxnia épyacovra: kal we al youve “Kec duadéyovtat re duoiw¢- 
wadedrvral re ol ro.obrot avavdoteic. Ol pdv od» ériydpioe THY aitiny mpoe 
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A third distinguished philosopher of the same day, Anaxagoras, 
allegorizing Zeus and the other personal gods, proclaimed the 
doctrine of one common pervading Mind, as haying first estab- 
lished order and system in the mundane aggregate, which had 
once been in a state of chaos — and as still manifesting its unin- 
terrupted agency for wise and good purposes. This general doc- 
trine obtained much admiration from Plato and Aristotle; but 
they at the same time remarked with surprise, that Anaxagoras 
never made any use at all of his own general doctrine for the ex- 
planation of the phenomena of nature,— that he looked for noth- 
ing but physical causes and connecting laws,! — so that in fact 
the spirit of his particular researches was not materially different 
from those of Demokritus or Leukippus, whatever might be the 
difference in their general theories. His investigations in meteor- 
ology and astronomy, treating the heavenly bodies as subjects for 
calculation, have been already noticed as offensive, not only to 
the general public of Greece, but even to Socratés himself among 
them: he was tried at Athens, and seems to have escaped con 
demnation only by voluntary exile.? 


tudéaos Se Kai oéBovtat TovTéove Tode avOparovg Kai TpooKkvvéovor, dedot 
Kores Tepl Ewiitéwy Exaoror., “Ewol 08 kal auréw dokéet Tadra.Ta TaSEa Bete 
elvat, kal TdAAa TavTa, Kal oddév Erepov Erépov errepoy od08 dvSpuariwd 
Tepov, GAAd mavta Veta: Exaotov dé Exe Hdowv TOV ToLOVTEwWY, Kal obde>d 
dvev pdoloc yiyvetat. Kai rodto 7d rato, &¢ pot dokéet yiyverdat, dptow, 
ete. 

Again, sect. 112. “AAA yap, Gomep Kal mpdtepov éAeka, Yeia piv kal 
TavTa tort buoiwe Toot GAAoLoL, yiyvetas 08 Kata dbow ExaoTa. 

Compare the remarkable treatise of Hippocratés, De Morbo Sacro, capp 
| and 18, vol. vi. p. 352-394, ed. Littré. See this opinion of Hippocratés 
illustrated by the doctrines of some physical philosophers stated in Aristotle, 
Physic. ii. 8. Gorep ter 6 Zedc, oby brwg tov citov abséjon, aan’ & avaykne, 
etc. Some valuable observations on the method of Hippocratés are also 
found in Plato, Pheedr. p. 270. 

‘See the graphic picture in Plato, Phedcn. p. 97-98 (cap. 46-47) : com- 
pare Plato, Legg. xii. p. 967; Aristotel. Metaphysic. i. p. 183-14 (ed. Bran- 
dis) ; Plutarch, Defect. Oracul. p. 435. 

Simplicius, Commentar. in Aristotel. Physic. p. 38. «a? dmep d2 6 ev dai- 
dwve Lwxpatye éyadei TH ’Avasayépa, 7d év taic tov Kara uépoc alrioAoyiase 
un TO VO Kexpjodat, GAAd Tai¢ bAckaic aroddceow, oikeiov Hv TH duotodoyia, 
Anaxagoras thought that the superior intelligence of men, as compared with 
other animals, arose from his possession of hands (Aristot. de Part. Animal 
iv 10. p. 687. ed. Bekk.). 

? Xenophén, Memorab. iv. 7. Socratés said, cat napadpovgeat tov radru 
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The three eminent men just named, all essentially different 
from each other, may be taken as illustrations of the philosophical 
mind of Greece during the last half of the fifth century B..o. 
Scientific pursuits had acquired a powerful hold, and adjusted 
themselves in various ways with the prevalent religious feelings 
of the age. Both Hippocratés and Anaxagoras modified their 
ideas of the divine agency so as to suit their thirst for scientific 
sesearch. According to the former, the gods were the really ef- 
fiuent agents in the production of all phenomena, —the mean 
and indifferent not less than the terrific or tutelary. Being thus 
alike connected with all phanomena, they were specially asso- 
ciated with none — and the proper task of the inquirer was, to find 
out those rules and conditions by which (he assumed) their agency 
was always determined, and according to which it might be fore- 
told. And this led naturally to the proceeding which Plato and 
Aristotle remark in Anaxagoras, —that the all-governing and 
Infinite Mind, having been announced in sublime language at 
the beginning of his treatise, was afterward left out of sight, and 
never applied to the explanation of particular phenomena, be- 
ing as much consistent with one modification of nature as with 


peptuvdvta ovdév HrTov 7} "Avasayopac Tapedpovynoev, 6 péytoTov dpovpcag 
éni TO Tag TOV Sedv unyavac ényeiodat, ete. Compare Schaubach, Anax- 
agore Fragment. p. 50-141; Plutarch, Nikias, 23, and Periklés, 6-32; Dio 
gen. Laért. ii. 10-14. 

The Ionic philosophy, from which Anaxagoras receded more in language 
than in spirit, seems to have been the least popular of all the schools, though 
some of the commentators treat it as conformable to vulgar opinion, because 
it confined itself for the most part to phenomenal explanations, and did not 
recognize the nowmena of Plato, or the 70 év voynrov of Parmenidés, — “ qualis 
fuit Ionicorum, que tum dominabatur, ratio, vulgari opinione et communi 
sensu comprobata ” (Karsten, Parmenidis Fragment., De Parmenidis Philo- 
sophia, p. 154). This is a mistake: the Ionic philosophers, who constantly 
searched for and insisted upon physical laws, came more directly into conflict 
with the sentiment of the multitude than the Eleatic school. 

The larger atmospheric phenomena were connected in the most intimate 
manner with Grecian religious feeling and uneasiness (see Demokritus ap. 
Sect. Empiric. ix. sect. 19-24. p. 552-554, Fabric.): the attempts of Anax+ 
agoras and Demokritus to explain them were more displeasing to the publie 
than the Platonic speculations (Demokri‘us ap. Aristot. Meteorol. ii 7; 
Stobeus, Eclog. Physic. p. 594: compare Mullach, Democriti Fragmenta, 


lib. iv. p 394). 
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another. Now such a view of the divine agency could never be 
reconciled with the religious feelings of the ordinary Grecian 
believer, even as they stood in the time of Anaxagoras; still 
less could it have been reconciled with those of the Homeric 
man, more than three centuries earlier. By him Zeus and 
Athéné were conceived as definite Persons, objects of special 
reverence, hopes, and fears, and animated with peculiar feelings, 
sometimes of favor, sometimes of wrath, towards himself or his 
family or country. They were propitiated by his prayers, and 
prevailed upon to lend him succor in danger — but offended and 
disposed to bring evil upon him if he omitted to render thanks 
or sacrifice. This sense of individual communion with, and de- 
pendence upon them was the essence of his faith ; and with that 
faith, the all-pervading Mind proclaimed by Anaxagoras — 
which had no more concern with one man or one phenomenon 
than with another, — could never be brought into harmony. Nor 
could the believer, while he prayed with sincerity for special 
blessings or protection from the gods, acquiesce in the doctrine 
of Hippocratés, that their agency was governed by constant laws 
and physical conditions. 

That radical discord between the mental impulses of science 
and religion, which manifests itself so decisively during the 
most cultivated ages of Greece, and which harassed more or 
less so many of the philosophers, produced its most afflicting re- 
sult in the condemnation of Socratés by the Athenians. Accord- 
ing to the remarkable passage recently cited from Xenophdn, it 
will appear that Socratés agreed with his countrymen in denounc- 
ing physical speculations as impious, — that he recognized the re- 
ligious process of discovery as a peculiar branch, codrdinate with 
the scientific, — and that he laid down a theory, of which the ba- 
sis was, the confessed divergence of these two processes from the 
beginning — thereby seemingly satisfying the exigencies of re- 
ligious hopes and fears on the one hand, and those of reason, in 
her ardor for ascertaining the invariable laws of phenomena, on 
the other. We may remark that the theory of this religious and 
extra-scientific process of discovery was at that time sufficiently 
complete ; for Socratés could point out, that those anoraalous phe- 
nomena which the gods had reserved for themsel¥ is, and into 
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which science was forbidden to pry, were yet. accessible to the 
seekings of the pious man, through oracles, omens, and other excep- 
tional means of communication which divine benevolence vouch- 
safed to keep open. Considering thus to how great an extent 
Socratés was identified in feeling with the religious public of 
Athens, and considering moreover that his performance of open 
religious duties was assiduous — we might wonder, as Xenophdn 
does wonder,!' how it could have happened that the Athenian di- 
kasts mistook him at the end of his life for an irreligious man. 
But we see, by the defence which Xenophén as well as Plato 
gives for him, that the Athenian public really considered him, in 
spite of his own disclaimer, as homogeneous with Anaxagoras 
and the other physical inquirers, because he had applied similar 
scientific reasoniugs to moral and social phenomena. They look- 
ed upon him with the same displeasure as he himself felt towards 
the physical philosophers, and we cannot but admit that in this 
respect they were more unfortunately consistent than he was. It 
is true that the mode of defence adopted by Socratés contributed 
much to the verdict found against him, and that he was further 
weighed down by private offence given to powerful individuals 
and professions ; but all these separate antipathies found theiz best 
account in swelling the cry against him as an over-curious scep- 
tic, and an impious innovator. 

Now the scission thus produced between the superior minds 
and the multitude, in consequence of the development of science 
and the scientific point of view, is a fact of great moment in the 
history of Greek progress, and forms an important contrast be- 
tween the age of Homer and Hesiod and that of Thucydidés; 
though in point of fact even the multitude, during this later age, 
were partially modified by those very scientific views which they 
regarded with disfavor. And we must keep in view the prim- 
itive religious faith, once universal and unobstructed, but subse- 
quently disturbed by the intrusions of science; we must follow 
the great change, as well in respect to enlarged intelligence as 
to refinement of social and ethical feeling, among the Greeks, 
from the Hesiodic times downward, in order to render some ac- 
gount of the altered manner in which the ancient mythes came 


————— 


1 Xenophén, Memorab. i. 1 
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to be dealt with. These mythes, the spontaneous growth of 4 
creative and personifying interpretation of nature, had struck 
root in Grecian associations at a time when the national faith 
required no support from what we call evidence. ‘They were 
now submitted, not simply to a feeling, imagining, and believing 
public, but also to special classes of instructed men, —philoso- 
phers, historians, ethical teachers, and critics, — and to a public 
partially modified by their ideas! as well as improved by a wider 
practical experience. They were not intended for such an au- 
dience; they had ceased to be in complete harmony even with the 
lower strata of intellect and sentiment, — much more so with the 
higher. But they were the cherished inheritance of a past time; 
they were interwoven in a thousand ways with the religious faith, 
the patriotic retrospect, and the national worship, of every Gre- 
cian community ; the general type of the mythe was the ancient, 
familiar, and universal form of Grecian thought, which even the 
most cultivated men had imbibed in their childhood from the 
poets,? and by which they were to a certain degree unconsciously 


1 Tt is curious to see that some of the most recondite doctrines of the Py 
thagorean philosophy were actually brought before the general Syracusan 
public in the comedies of Epicharmus: “In comeediis suis personas szepe ita 
colloqui fecit, ut sententias Pythagoricas et inuniversum sublimia vite pree- 
cepta immisceret” (Grysar, De Doriensium Comeedid, p. 111, Col. 1828). 
The fragments preserved in Diogen. Laért. (iii. 9-17) present both criticisms 
upon the Hesiodic doctrine of a primeval chaos, and an exposition of the 
archetypal and immutable ideas (as opposed to the fluctuating phenomena 
of sense) which Plato afterwards adopted and systematized. 

Epicharmus seems to have combined with this abstruse philosophy a 
strong vein of comic shrewdness and some turn to scepticism (Cicero, Epis- 
tol. ad Attic. i. 19): “ut crebro mihi vafer ille Siculus Epicharmus insusurret 
cantilenam suam.” Clemens Alex. Strom. v. p. 258. Ndge kai wéuvac? dm- 
oteiv: apSpa tabra tév dpevav. Zouev apudud Kai Aoytoud* trabra yap o@ler 
Bpotovc. Also his contemptuous ridicule of the prophetesses of his time 
who cheated foolish women out of their money, pretending to universal 
knowledge, kai ravra ylyvookovt. TO tnvav Adyw (ap Polluc. ix. 81). See 
about Epicharmus, O. Miiller, Dorians, iv. 7, 4. 

These dramas seem to have been exhibited at Syracuse between 480-460 
B.C., anterior even to Chionidés and Magnés at Athens (Aristot. Poet. c. 3): 
he says 70246 mpérepoc, which can hardly be literally exact. The critics of 
the Horatian age looked upon Epicharmus as the prototype of Plautus (Hor 
Epistol. ii. 1. 58). 

® The third book of the republic of Plato is particularly striking in yefer 
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enslaved. ‘t'aken as a whole the mythes aad acquired prescrip 
tive and ineffaceable possession: to attack, call in question, or 
repudiate them, was a task painful even to undertake, and far 
beyond the power of any one to accomplish. 

For these reasons the. anti-mythic vein of criticism was of 
no effect as a destroying force, but nevertheless its dissolving de- 
composing and transforming influence was very considerable. To 
accommodate the ancient mythes to an improved tone of sentiment 
and a newly created canon of credibility, was a function which 
even the wisest Greeks did not disdain, and which occupied ne 
small proportion of the whole intellectual activity of the nation. 

The mythes were looked at from a: point of view completely 
foreign to the reverential curiosity and literal imaginative faith 
of the Homeric man; they were broken up and recast in order 
to force them into new moulds such as their authors had never 
conceived. We may distinguish four distinct classes of minds, 
in the literary age now under examination, as having taken them 
in hand — the poets, the logographers, the philosophers, and the 
historians. 

With the poets and logographers, the mythical persons are real 
predecessors, and the mythical world an antecedent fact; but it 
is divine and heroic reality, not human; the present is only half- 
brother of the past (to borrow! an illustration from Pindar in his 
allusion to gods and men), remotely and generically, but not 
closely and specifically, analogous toit. As a general habit, the 
old feelings and the old unconscious faith, apart from all proof or 
evidence, still remain in their minds; but recent feelings have 
grown up‘which compel them to omit, to alter, sometimes even to 
reject and condemn, particular narratives. 

Pindar repudiates some stories and transforms others, because 
they are inconsistent with his conceptions of the gods. Thus he 
formally protests against the tale that Pelops had been killed 
and served up at table by his father, for the immortal gods to eat; 
he shrinks from the idea of imputing to them so horrid an appe- 


efice to the use of the pocts in education : see also his treatise De Legg. vii 

p. 810-811. Some teachers made their pupils learn whole poets by heart 

(Sdove mroinrac éxuavSaver), others preferred extracts and selections. 
Pindar, Nem. vi. 1. Compare Simonidés, Fragm. 1 (Gaisford). 
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tite; he pronounces the tale to have been originally fabricated 
by a slanderous neighbor. Nor can he bring himself to recount 
the quarrels between different gods.!. The amours of Zeus and 
Apollo are no way displeasing to him ; but he occasionally sup 
presses some of the simple details of the old mythe, as deficient 
in dignity: thus, according to the Hesiodic narrative, Apollo was 
informed by a raven of the infidelity of the nymph Korénis: but 
the mention of the raven did not appear to Pindar consistent 
with the majesty of the god, and he therefore wraps up the mode 
of detection in vague and mysterious language.2 He feels con- 
siderable repugnance to the character of Odysseus, and intimates 
more than once that Homer has unduly exalted him, by force of 
poetical artifice. With the character of the Atakid Ajax, on the 
other hand, he has the deepest sympathy, as well as with his 
untimely and inglorious death, occasioned by the undeserved pre- 
ference of a less worthy rival.3 He appeals for his authority usu- 
ally to the Muse, but sometimes to “ancient sayings of men,” 
accompanied with a general allusion to story-tellers and bards, — 
admitting, however, that these stories present great discrepancy, 
and sometimes that they are false. Yet the marvellous and 
the supernatural #éford no ground whatever for rejecting a 
story: Pindar makes an express declaration to this effect in re- 
ference to the romantic adventures of Perseus and the Gorgon’s 
head.6 He treats even those mythical characters, which con- 
flict the most palpably with positive experience, as connected 
by a real genealogical thread with the world before him. Not 
merely the heroes of Troy and Thébes, and the demigod seamen 
of Jasén and the ship Argé, but also the Centaur Cheirén, the 
hundred-headed Typhés, the giant Alkyoneus, Anteus, Bellero~ 


' Pindar, Olymp. i. 80-55; ix. 82-45. 

* Pyth. ili. 25. See the allusions to Semelé, Alkména, and Danaé, Pyth. 
iii. 98; Nem. x.10. Compare also supra, chap. ix. p. 245. 

3 Pindar. Nem. vii. 20-30; viii. 23-31. Isthm. iii. 50-60. 

It seems to be sympathy for Ajax, in odes addressed to nobfe Aiginetan 
victors, which induces him thus to depreciate Odysseus; for he eulogizes Sisy 
phus, specially on account of his cunning and resources (Olymp. xiii. 50) 
in the ode addressed to Xenophén the Corinthian. 

“ Olymp. i. 28; Nem. viii. 20; Pyth. i.93; Olymp. vii. 55; Nem vi. 43 
parr. 0 avSpdruv rahatal ppovec, ete. 

§ Pyth. x. 49. Compare Pyth. xii. 11-22 
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phén and Pegasus, the Chimera, the Amazons and the Hyper- 
boreans — all appear painted on the same canvas, and touched 
with the same colors, as the men of the recent and recorded past, 
Phalaris and Kreesus ; only they are thrown back to a greater 
distance in the perspective.!. The heroic ancestors of those great 
#ginetan, Thessalian, Théban, Argean, etc. families, whose pre- 
sent members the poet celebrates for their agonistic victories, 
sympathize with the exploits and second the efforts of their de- 
scendants: the inestimable value of a privileged breed and of 
the stamp of nature is powerfully contrasted with the impotence 
of unassisted teaching and practice.2 The power and skill of 
the Argeian Thezus and his relatives as wrestlers, are ascribed 
partly to the fact that their ancestors Pamphaés in aforetime 
had hospitably entertained the Tyndarids Kastér and Pollux.3 
Perhaps however the strongest proof of the sincerity of Pindar’s 
mythical faith is afforded when he notices a guilty incident with 
shame and repugnance, but with an unwilling confession of its 
truth, as in the case of the fratricide committed on Phokus by 
his brothers Péleus and Telamon.4 

/Eschylus and Sophoklés exhibit the same spontaneous and 
uninquiring faith as Pindar in the legendary antiquities of Greece, 
taken as a whole; but they allow themselves greater license as 
to the details. It was indispensable to the success of their com- 
positions that they should recast and group anew the legendary 
events, preserving the names and general understood relation of 
those characters whom they introduced. The demand for novelty 
of combination increased with the multiplication of tragic specta- 
cles at Athens: moreover the feelings of the Athenians, ethical 
as well as political, had become too critical to tolerate the literal 
reproduction of many among the ancient stories. 

Both of them exalted rather than lowered the dignity of the 
mythical world, as something divine and heroic rather than human. 


1 Pyth. i. 17; iii. 4-7; iv. 12; vill. 16. Nem. iv. 27-32; v. 89. Isthm. v. 
81; vi. 44-48. Olymp. iii. 175 vill. 63; xiii. 61-87. 

2 Nem. iii. 39; v.40. ovyyevag eddosia — rorpoc ovyyernc; vy. 8. Olymp. 
ix. 103. Pindar seems to introduce ¢v¢ in cases where Homer would have 
mentioned the divine assistance. 

3Nem. x. 37-51. Compare the family legend of the Athenian Déme 
erates, in Plato, Lysis, p. 295. 4 Nem. v. 12-16. 
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The Prométheus of A®schylus is a far more exalted conception 
than his keen-witted namesake in Hesiod, and the more homely 
details of the ancient Thébais and CSdipodia were in like manner 
modified by Sophoklés.! The religious ageneies of the-old epic 
are constantly kept prominent, and the paternal curse,——the 
wrath of deceased persons against those from whom they have 
sustained wrong, —the judgments of the Erinnys against guilty 
or foredoomed persons, sometimes inflicted directly, sometimes 
brought about through dementation of the sufferer himself (like 
the Homeric Até), —are frequent in their tragedies.? 


1 See above, chap. xiv. p. 368. on the Legend of the Siege of Thébes. 

2? The curse of Cidipus is the determining force in the Sept. ad Théb., 
Apa 7’, ’"Epivvd¢ rarpoc¢ 7 weyaodevic (v. 70); it reappears several times in 
the course of the drama, with particular solemnity in the mouth of Eteoklés 
(695-709, 725, 785, ete. ); he yields to it as an irresistible force, as carrying 
the family to ruin: — 


"Eel TO Tpdyua KapT’ émomépyer ed, 
*ITw Kaz’ ovpov, Kia Koxvrod Aayov. 
G0iB@ orvynSév wav 7d Aaiov yévog 

* * * * * 
Gihov yap éySpa wor maTpd¢ TéAe’ apa 
Enpoic akAavoroc dupacty mpoorlaver, etc. 


So again at the opening of the AgamemnO6n, the pvauer pjvig TeKvoToLvog 
(v. 155) and the sacrifice of Iphigencia are dwelt upon as leaving behind 
them an avenging doom upon Agamemnon, though he took precautions for 
gagging her mouth during the sacrifice and thus preventing her from giving 
utterance to imprecations— ®é6yyov dpaiov oikowe Bia yadwvdv 7 avaidw 
uévet (katacyxeiv), v. 846. The Erinnys awaits Agamemnén even at the 
moment of his victorious consummation at Troy (467; compare 762-990, 
1336-1433): she is most to be dreaded after great good fortune: she enforces 
the curse which ancestral crimes have brought upon the house of Atreus — 
mpotapxos atn —Tahaal duapriat ddumv (1185-1197, Choéph. 692) —the 
curse imprecated by the outraged Thyestés (1601). In the Choéphore, 
Apollo menaces Orestés with the wrath of his deceased father, and all the 
direful visitations of the Erinnyes, unless he undertakes to revenge the mur- 
der (271-296). Aica and ’Epyvvd¢ bring on blood for blood (647). But the 
moment that Orestés, placed between these conflicting obligations (925), has 
achieved it, he becomes himself the victim of the Hrinnyes, who drive him 
mad even at the end of the Choéphore (éa¢ 0 £1’ éudpwr eiui, 1026), and 
who make their appearance bodily, and pursue him throughout the thinl 
drama of this fearful trilogy. The Hidélon of Klyteemnéstra impels them to 
vengeance (Eumenid 96) and even spurs them on when they appear to relax 
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ZEschylus in two of his remaining pieces brings forward the 
gods as the chief personages, and far from sharing the objection 
of Pindar to dwell upon dissensions of the gods, he introduces 
Prométheus and Zeus in the one, Apollo and the Eumenidés in 
the other, in marked opposition. The dialogue, first superinduced 
by him upon the primitive Chorus, gradually became the most 
important portion of the drama, and is more elaborated in Sopho- 
klés than in Auschylus. Even in Sophoklés, however, it still 
generally retains its ideal majesty as contrasted with the rhetori- 
cal and forensic tone which afterwards crept in; it grows out of 
the piece, and addresses itself to the emotions more than to the 
reason of the audience. Nevertheless, the effect of Athenian 
political discussion and democratical feeling is visible in both these 
dramatists. The idea of rights and legitimate privileges as op- 
posed to usurping force, is applied by A®schylus even to the so- 
ciety of the gods: the Eumenidés accuse Apollo of having, with the 
insolence of youthful ambition, “ ridden down” their old preroga- 


Apollo conveys Orestés to Athens, whither the Erinnyes pursue him, and 
prosecute him before the judgment-seat of the goddess Athéné, to whom 
they submit the award; Apollo appearing as his defender. The debate 
between “the daughters of Night” and the god, accusing and defending, is 
eminently curious (576-730) : the Erinnyes are deeply mortified at the humil- 
iation put upon them when Orestés is acquitted, but Athéné at length recon- 
ciles them, and a covenant is made whereby they become protectresses of 
Attica, accepting of a permanent abode and solemn worship (1006): Orestés 
returns to Argos, and promises that evenin his tomb he will watch that none 
of his descendants shall ever injure the land of Attica (770). The solemn trial 
and acquittal of Orestés formed the consecrating legend of the Hilland Judi 
cature of Areiopagus. 

This is the only complete triology of /Kschylus which we possess, and the 
avenging Erinnyes (416) are the movers throughout the whole — unseen in 
the first two dramas, visible and appalling in the third. And the appearance 
of Cassandra under the actual prophetic fever in the first, contributes still 
farther to impart to it a coloring different from common humanity. 

The general view of the movement of the Oresteia given in Welcker 
(Aischyl. Trilogie, p. 445) appears to me more conformable to Hellenic 
ideas than that of Klausen (Theologumena Aischyli, pp. 157-169), whose 
valuable collection and comparison of passages is too much affected, both 
here and elsewhere, by the desire to bring the agencies of the Greek mythical 
world into harmony with what a religious mind of the present day would 
approve. Moreover, he sinks the personality of Athéné too much in the 
supreme authority of Zeus (p. .58-168). 
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tives! — while the Titan Prométheus, the champion of suffzring 
humanity against the unfriendly dispositions of Zeus, ventures te 
depict the latter as a recent usurper reigning only by his superior 
strength, exalted by one successful revolution, and destined at 
some future time to be overthrown by another, —a fate which 
cannot be averted except through warnings communicable only 
by Prométheus himself? 

It is commonly understood that Aischylus disapproved of the 
march of democracy at Athens during his later years, and that 
the Eumenidés is intended as an indirect manifestation in favor 
of the senate of Areiopagus. Without inquiring at present whether 
such a special purpose can be distinctly made out, we may plain- 
ly see that the poet introduces, into the relations of the gods with 
each other, a feeling of political justice, arising out of the times 
in which he lived and the debates of which he was a witness. 
But though Aéschylus incurred reproaches of impiety from Plato, 
and seemingly also from the Athenian public, for particular speech- 
es and incidents in his tragedies,? and though he does not adhere 


1 Kumenidés, 150.— 
Id mai Atoc, érixAoroc réAet, 
Néog 6 ypaiac daiwovac kadirrdow, etc. 
‘The same metaphor again, v. 731. Adschylus seems to delight in contraste 
ing the young and the old gods: compare 70-162, 882. 

The Erinnyes tell Apollo that he assumes functions which do not belong 
to him, and will thus desecrate those which do belong to him (715-754):— 
"AAW aluatnpa mpayuat’,ob Aax oO», o&Betc, 

Mavteia & obk &Y dyva pavtedvoet mévov. 

The refusal of the king Pelasgos, in the Supplices, to undertake what he 
‘eels to be the sacred duty of protecting the suppliant Danaides, without first 
submitting the matter to his people and obtaining their expressed consent, and 
the fear which he expresses of their blame (xat’ dpya¢ yap gtAaitiog A€wc), are 
more forcibly set forth than an old epic poet would probably have thought ne 
zessary (see Supplices, 369, 397, 485,519). The solemn wish to exclude both 
snarchy and despotism from Athens bears still more the mark of political 
feeling of the time — ur’ dvapyov pate deotoTovuévov (Humenid. 527-696) 

2 Prométheus, 35, 151, 170, 309, 524, 910, 940, 956. 

3 Plato, Republ. ii. 381-383; compare Aschyl. Fragment. 159, ed. Din 
dorf. He was charged also with having divulged in some of his plays secret 
matters of the mysteries of Démétér, but is said to have excused himself by 
alleging ignorance: he was not aware that what he had said was comprised 
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to the receivetl vein of religious tradition with the same strictness 
as Sophoklés — yet the ascendency and interference of the gods 
is never out of sight, and the solemnity with which they are 
represented, set off by a bold, figurative, and elliptical style of 


in the mysteries (Aristot. Ethic. Nicom. iii. 2; Clemens Alex. Strom. ii, 
p. 387); the story is different again in ABlian, V. H. v. 19. 

How little can be made out distinctly respecting this last accusation may 
be seen in Lobeck, Aglaopham. p. 81. 

Cicero (Tuse. Dis. ii. 10) calls Aschylus “ almost a Pythagorean :” upon 
what the epithetzis founded we do not know. 

There is no evidence to prove to us that the Prométheus Vinctus was 
considered as impious by the public before whom it was represented; hut its 
obvious meaning has been so regarded by modern critics, who resort to many 
different explanations of it, in order to prove that when properly construed 
itis not impious But if we wish to ascertain what Adschylus really meant, 
we ought not to consult the religious ideas of modern times; we have no 
tast except what we know of the poet’s own time and that which had pre- 
ceded him. Tho explanations given by the ablest critics seem generally to 
exhibit a predetermination to bring out Zeus as a just, wise, merciful, and 
all-powerful Being; and all, in one way or another, distort the figures, alter 
the perspective, and give far-fetched interpretations of the meaning, of this 
striking drama, which conveys an impression directly contrary (see Welck- 
er, Trilogie, Aisch. p. 90-117, with the explanation of Dissen there given; 
Klausen, Theologum. Aisch. p. 140-154; Schomann, in his recent transla- 
tion of the play, and the criticism on that translation in the Wiener Jahr- 
bucher, vol. cix. 1845, p. 245, by F. Ritter). On the other hand, Schutz 
(Excars. ad Prom. Vinct. p. 149) thinks that Aischylus wished by means of 
this drama to enforce upon his countrymen the hatred of a despot. Though 
I do not agree in this interpretation, it appears to me less wide of the truth 
than the forcible methods employed by others to bring the poet into har- 
mony with their own religious ideas. 

Without presuming to determine whether A’schylus proposed to himself 
any special purpose, if we look at the Aischylean Prométheus in reference 
only to ancient ideas, it will be found to borrow both its characters and all 
its main circumstances from the legend in the Hesiodic Theogony. Zeus 
acquires his supremacy only by overthrowing Kronos and the Titans. the 
Titan god Prométheus is the pronounced champion of helpless man, and 
negotiates with Zeus on their behalf: Zeus wishes to withhold from them 
the most essential blessings, which Prométheus employs deceit and theft te 
procure for them, and ultimately with success; undergoing, however, severe 
punishment for so doing from the superior force of Zeus. These are the 
main features of the A’schvlean Prométheus, and they are all derived from 
the legend as it stands in the Theogony. As for the human race, they are 
depicted as abject and helpless in an extreme degree, in Atschylus even 
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expression (otten but imperfectly intelligible to modern readers), 
reaches its maximum in his tragedies. As he throws round the 


more than in Hesiod: they appear as a race of aboriginal savages, having 
the god Prométheus for their protector. 

#schylus has worked up the old legend, homely and unimpressive as we 
read it in Hesiod, into a sublime ideal. We are not to forget that Promé- 
theus is not a man, but a god, — the equal of Zeus in race, though his infe- 
rior in power, and belonging to a family of gods who were once superior to 
Zeus: he has moreover deserted his own kindred, and lent all his aid and 
superior sagacity to Zeus, whereby chiefly the latter was able to acquire 
supremacy (this /ast circumstance is an addition by Aischylus himself to the 
Hesiodic legend). In spite of such essential service, Zeus had doomed him 
to cruel punishment, for no other reason than because he conferred upon 
helpless man the prime means of continuance and improvement, thus thwart- 
ing the intention of Zeus to extinguish the race. 

Now Zeus, though superior to all the other gods and exercising general 
control, was never considered, either in Grecian legend or in Grecian religious 
belief, to be superior in so immeasurable a degree as to supersede all free 
action and sentiment on the part of gods less powerful. There were many 
old legends of dissension among the gods, and several of disobedience against 
Zeus: when a poet chose to dramatize one of these, he might so turn his 
composition as to sympathize either with Zeus or with the inferior god, with: 
out in either case shocking the general religious feeling of the country. And 
Wf there ever was an instance in which preference of the inferior god would 
be admissible, it is that of Prométheus, whose proceedings are such as to call 
forth the maximum of human sympathy, — superior mtelligence pitted against 
superior force, and resolutely encountering foreknown suffering, for the sole 
purpose of rendering inestimable and gratuitous service to mortals. 

Of the Prométheus Solutus, which formed a sequel to the Prométheus 
Vinctus (the entire trilogy is not certainly known), the fragments preserved 
are very scanty, and the guesses of critics as to its plot have little base to 
proceed upon. They contend that, in one way or other, the apparent objec- 
tions which the Prométh. Vinctus presents against the justice of Zeus were 
in the Prométh. Solutus removed. Hermann, in his Dissertatio de Aschylt 
Prometheo Soluto (Opuscula, vol. iv. p. 256), calls this position in question: 
I transcribe from his Dissertation one passage, because it contains an im- 
portant remark in reference to the manner in which the Greek poets handled 
their religious legends: “ while they recounted and believed many enormi- 
ties respecting individual gods, they always described the Godhead in the 
abstract as holy and faultless.”....... ac 

“Immo illud admirari oportet, quod quam de singulis Diis indignissima 
quzeque crederent, tamen ubi sine certo nomine Deum dicebant, immuneni 
ab omni Vitio, summaque sanctitate praditum intelligebant. Illam igitun 
Jovis sevitiam ut excusent defensores Trilogiz, et jure punitum volunt Pro. 
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gods a kind of airy grandeur, so neither do his men or neroes 
appear like tenants of the common eartk~ the mythical world 
from which he borrows his characters is peopled only with “ the 
immediate seed of the gods, in close contact with Zeus, in whom 
the divine blood has not yet had time to degenerate:”! his indi- 
viduals are taken, not from the iron race whom Hesiod acknow- 
ledges with shame as his contemporaries, but from the extinct 
heroic race which had fought at Troy and Thébes. It is to them 
that his conceptions aspire, and he is even chargeable with fre- 
quent straining, beyond the limits of poetical taste, to realize his 
picture. If he does not consistently succeed in it, the reason is 
because consistency in such a matter is unattainable, since, after 
all, the analogies of common humanity, the only materials which 
the most creative imagination has to work upon, obtrude them- 
selves involuntarily, and the lineaments of the man are thus seen 
even under a dress which promises superhuman proportions. 
Sophoklés, the most illustrious ornament of Grecian tragedy, 
dwells upon the same heroic characters, and maintains their 
grandeur, on the whole, with little abatement, combining with it a 
far better dramatic structure, and a wider appeal to human sym- 
pathies. Even in Sophoklés, however, we find indications that 
an altered ethical feeling and a more predominant sense of artisti¢ 
perfection are allowed to modify the harsher religious agencies of 
the old epic; occasional misplaced effusions? of rhetoric, as well 


metheum — et in sequente fabula reconciliato Jove, restitutam arbitrantur 
divinam justitiam. Quo invento, vereor ne non optime dignitati consulue- 
rint supremi Deorum, quem decuerat potius non sevire omnino, quam pla- 
cari ed lege, ut alius Promethei vice lueret.” 

1 Mschyl. Fragment. 146, Dindorf; ap. Plato. Repub. iii. p. 391; compare 
Strabo. xii. p. 580.— 

Ruasels etre cenines of Seav ayxioropot 
Ol Znvig eyydg, oi¢ év "Idaiw ray 
Avog tatp@ov Bwpoc gor’ év alSépt, 
Koirw ogi ékirniov alua daipivor. 

There is one real exception to this statement—the Perssee— which w 
founded upon an event of recent occurrence; and one apparent exception — 
the Prométheus Vinctus. But in that drama no individual mortal is made 
to appear; we can hardly consider I6 as an é¢7uepo¢ (258). 

* For the characteristics of Aschylus see Aristophan. Ran. 755, ad fie 
passim. The competition between Aschylus and Euripidés turns upon yx 

VOL. I. 17 250c. 
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as of didactic prolixity, may also be detected. It is A‘schylus, 
not Sophoklés, who forms the marked antithesis to Euripidés; it 
is /Mschylus, not Sophoklés, to whom Aristophanés awards the 
prize of tragedy, as the poet who assigns most perfectly to the 
heroes of the past those weighty words, imposing equipments, 
simplicity of great deeds with little talk, and masculine energy 
superior to the corruptions of Aphrodité, which beseem the com- 
rades of Agamemnon and Adrastus.! 

How deeply this feeling, of the heroic character of the mythi- 
cal world, possessed the Athenian mind, may be judged by the 
bitter criticisms made on Euripidés, whose compositions were 
pervaded, partly by ideas of physical philosophy learnt under 
Anaxagoras, partly by the altered tone of education and the wide 
diffusion of practical eloquence, forensic as well as political, at 


pat cyadal, 1497; the weight and majesty of the words, 1362; mparo¢ roy 
‘EAjqvev mupyocag pyuata ceuvd, 1001, 921, 930 (“sublimis et gravis et 
grandiloquus spe usque ad vitium,” Quintil. x. 1); the imposing appearance 
of his heroes, such as Memnon and Cycnus, 961; their reserve in speech, 
908; his dramas “full of Arés” and his lion-hearted chiefs, inspiring the 
auditors with fearless spirit in defence of their country, — 1014, 1019, 1040; 
his contempt of feminine tenderness, 1042. — 

Aiscn. O80’ ol&? obdeie nrtw’ épGoav roror’ éroinoa yuvaixa. 

Eurie. Ma A?’, od08 yap hv tig "Agpodirne obdév cot. 

Ziscu. pundé y’ érein: 
"AAW eri cot ToL Kal TOig GotoLY TOAAH TOAAOD *riKa8olTO. 

To the same general purpose Nubes (1347-1356), composed so many years 
earlier. The weight and majesty of the Auschylean heroes (8Gpoc, TO ueyaho- 
mperé¢) is dwelt upon in the life of Aschylus, and Sophoklés is said to have 
derided it—’Qorep ydp 6 Logokrje eAeye, tov Aloybdov dtarweraryac 
oy« ov, etc. (Plutarch, De Profect. in Virt. Sent. c. 7), unless we are to un- 
derstand this as a mistake of Plutarch quoting Sophoklés instead of Euri- 
pidés, as he speaks in the Frogs of Aristophanés, which is the opinion both 
of Lessing in his Life of Sophoklés and of Welcker (Aischyl. Trilogie, p. 
525). 

1 See above, Chapters xiv. and xv. 

4kschylus seems to have been a greater innovator as to the matter of the 
m7thes than either Sophoklés or Euripidés (Dionys. Halic. Judic. de Vett. 
Seript. p. 422, Reisk.). For the close adherence of Sophoklés to the Homeric 
epic, see Athens. vil. p. 277; Diogen. Laért. iv. 20; Suidas, v. IloAguwv 
Eschylus puts into the mouth of the HEumenidés a serious argument derived 
from the behavior of Zeus in chaining his father Kronos (Eumen. 642) 
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Athens.! While Aristophanés assails Euripidés as the represen. 
tative of this “young Athens,” with the utmost keenness of 
sarcasm, — other critics also concur in designating him as having 
vulgarized the mythical heroes, and transformed them into mere 
characters of common life, — loquacious, subtle, and savoring of 
the market-place.2_ In some of his plays, sceptical expressions 
and sentiments were introduced, derived from his philosophical 
studies, sometimes confounding two or three distinct gods into one, 
sometimes translating the personal Zeus into a substantial 4ther 
with determinate attributes. He put into the mouths of some of 
his unprincipled dramatic characters, apologetic speeches which 
were denounced as ostentatious sophistry, and as setting out a 
triumphant case for the criminal. His thoughts, his words, and 
the rhythm of his choric songs, were all accused of being deficient 
in dignity and elevation. The mean attire and miserable attitude 


1 See Valckenaer, Diatribe in Euripid. Fragm. capp. 5 and 6. 

The fourth and fifth lectures among the Dramatische Vorlesungen of August 
Wilhelm Schlegel depict both justly and eloquently the difference between 
Zischylus, Sophoklés and Euripidés, especially on this point of the gradual 
sinking of the mythical colossus into an ordinary man; about Euripidés 
especially in lecture 5, vol.i. p. 206, ed. Heidelberg 1809. 

2 Aristot. Poetic, c. 46. Olov cai LopoxdAne &pn, aito¢ pév olove det rovety 
Evpimidng 62, olot elor. 

The Rang and Acharneis of Aristophanés exhibit fully the reproaches 
urged against Euripidés: the language put into the mouth of Euripidés im 
the former play (vv. 935-977) illustrates specially the point here laid down. 
Plutarch (De Gloria Atheniens. c. 5) contrasts 7 Evpinidov codia kat 7 
Log~okAsove Aoytoryc. Sophoklés either adhered to the old mythes or intro 
duced alterations into them in a spirit comformable to their original charac- 
ter, while Euripidés refined upon them. The comment of Démétrius Phale- 
reus connects 70 Adyzov expressly with the maintenance of the dignity of the 
tales. "Apgouwas Ji and Tod peyadorperodc, brEp viv AdyLov dvoudovor 
(c. 38). 

3 Aristophan. Ran. 770, 887, 1066. 

Huripidés says to Aschylus, in regard to the language employed by both 
of them, — 
"Hy oby od Aéyne Aveasntrove 
Kai Mapvacowy jutv weyédn, rob7’ gor? 7d xpnora didackery, 
“Ov xpn opalew av¥pwreiag ; 


schylus replies, — : 
"AA, © Kaxddalpov, avayKn 


MeyéAov yroudr kai dtavorev toa kal Ta pyuata Tikrecv. 
KdAAac eixde rode #urdéove Toi¢g ppuace ueiloor yonodar 
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in which he exhibited Cineus, Télephus, Thyestés, Ind, and 
other heroic characters, were unmercifully derided,! though it 
seems that their position and circumstances had always been 
painfully melancholy ; but the effeminate pathos which Euripidés 
brought so nakedly into the foreground, was accounted unworthy 
of the majesty of a legendary hero. And he incurred still great- 
er obloquy on another point, on which he is allowed even by his 
enemies to have only reproduced in substance the preéxisting 
tales, —the illicit and fatal passion depicted in several of his 
female characters, such as Phaedra and Sthenobcea. His oppo- 
nents admitted that these stories were true, but contended that 
they ought to be kept back and not produced upon t 3 stage, — 
a proof both of the continued mythical faith and o1 the more 
sensitive ethical criticism of his age.2 The marriage of the six 


Kal yap toi¢ iuatiow nuav ypavtat TOAD cEeuvoréporor, 
“A ’uod xpnoTa¢ KatadetEavtog OLeAuunvw ov. 
Evrip. Ti dpacac, 
Ziscu. Ipérov pév rode Baothevovrac pak’ durioxwr, lv’ EAewwor 
Toic av8parvue daivowwr sivas. 

For the character of the language and measures of Euripidés, as represent- 
ed by Alschylus, see also v. 1297, and Pac. 527. Philosophical discussion 
was introduced by Euripidés (Dionys. Hal. Ars Rhetor. viii. 10-ix. 11) about 
the Melanippé, where the doctrine of prodigies (répa¢) appears to have been 
argued. Quintilian (x. 1) remarks that to young beginners in judicial plead- 
ing. the study of Euripidés was much more specially profitable than that of 
Sopnoklés : compare Dio Chrysostom, Orat. xviii. vol. i. p. 477, Reisk. 

In Euripidés the heroes themselves sometimes delivered moralizing dis 
courses : — eiodywv Tov BeAdepoporvtnv yvopuodoyoivra ( Welcker, Griechisch. 
Trag6od. Eurip. Stheneb. p. 782). Compare the fragments of his Bellero- 
phon (15-25, Matthiz), and of his Chrysippus (7, 2b.). A striking story is 
found in Seneca, Epistol. 115; and Plutarch, de Audiend. f oetis, c. 4. t. i. p. 
70, Wytt. 

? Aristophan. Ran. 840. — 

© OT@MVALOOVAAEKTAOH 
Kal mtwxoroé kal paxtoovpparraon - 
See also Aristophan. Acharn. 385-422, For an unfavorable criticism upon 
such proceeding, see Aristotat. Poet. 27. 
? Aristophan. Ran. 1050.— 
Eunir. [lorepov 0 ob k 6vta A6yov Tovrov repli Tio Saidpac Evvédncc ; 
Aiscw. Ma A?,440 dvr GAN dmoKxpimrew ypy Td rovnpoy rov ye TOLNTHY 
Kal uy mapayew pnd’ diddoxerv. 
In the Hercules Furens, Euripidés vuts in relief and even exaggerates the 
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daughters to the six sons of olus is of Homeric origin, and 
stands now, though briefly stated, in the Odyssey: but the in- 
cestuous passion of Macareus and Canacé, embodied by Euripidés! 
in the lost tragedy called Wolus, drew upon him severe censure. 
Moreover, he often disconnected the horrors of the old legends 
with those religious agencies by which they had been originally 
forced on, prefacing them by motives of a more refined character, 
which carried no sense of awful compulsion: thus the considera- 
tions by which the Euripidean Alkmeén was reduced to the ne- 
cessity of killing his mother appeared to Aristotle ridiculous.2 
After the time of this great poet, his successors seem to have 
followed him in breathing into their characters the spirit of com- 
mon life, but the names and plot were still borrowed from the 
stricken mythical families of Tantalus, Kadmus, etc.: and the 
heroic exaltation of all the individual personages introduced, as 
contrasted with the purely human character of the Chorus, is 


worst elements of the ancient mythes: the implacable hatred of Héré towards 
Héraklés is pushed so far as to deprive him of his reason (by sending dowr 
Tris and the unwilling Adéooa), and thus intentionally to drive him to slay his 
wife and children with his own hands. 

1 Aristoph. Ran. 849, 1041, 1080; Thesmophor. 547; Nubes, 1354. Grauert, 
De Media Greecorum Comeedia in Rheinisch. Museum, 2nd Jahrs. 1 Heft, p. 
51. It suited the plan of the drama of olus, as composed by Euripidés, to 
place in the mouth of Macareus a formal recommendation of incestuous 
marriages: probably this contributed much to offend the Athenian public 
See Dionys. Hal. Rhetor. ix. p. 355. 

About the liberty of intermarridge among relatives, indicated in Homer, 
parents and children being alone excepted, see Terpstra, Antiquitas Homerica, 
Cap. xiii. p. 104. 

Ovid, whose poetical tendencies led him chiefly to copy Euripidés, observes 
(Trist. ii. 1, 380) — 

“Omne genus scripti gravitate Trageedia vincit, 
Hee quoque materiam semper amoris habet. 
Nam quid in Hippolvyto nisi cece flamma noverce ? 
Nobilis est Canace fratris amore sui.” 


This is the reverse of the truth in regard to Adschylus and Sophoklés, and 
only very partially true in respect to Euripidés. 

2 Aristot. Ethic. Nicom. iii.1,8. Kal yao tov Evpiridov ’AAkuaiova yedoia 
Gaiverat Ta dvaykdoavta untpoKTovjoa (In the lost tragedy called ’AAkum 
bov 6 61a Yaidoc). 
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still numbered by Aristotle among the essential points of the 
theory of tragedy.! 

The tendency then of Athenian tragedy — powerfully mani- 
fested in Aischylus, and never wholly lost— was to uphold an 
unquestioning faith and a reverential estimate of the general 
mythical world and its personages, but to treat the particular nar- 
ratives rather as matter for the emotions than as recitals of actual 
fact. The logographers worked along with them to the first 
of these two ends, but not to the second. ‘Their grand object 
was, to cast the mythes into a continuous readable series, and 
they were in consequence compelled to make selection between 
inconsistent or contradictory narratives; to reject some narra- 
tives as false, and to receive others as true. But their prefer- 
ence was determined more by their sentiments as to what was 
appropriate, than by any pretended historical test. Pherekydés, 
Akusilaus and Hellanikus? did not seek to banish miraculous or 
fantastic incidents from the mythical world; they regarded it as 
peopled with loftier beings, and expected to find init phenomena 
not paralleled in their own degenerate days. They reproduced 
the fables as they found them in the poets, rejecting little except 
the discrepancies, and producing ultimately what they believed 
to be not only a continuous but an exact and trustworthy history 
of the past — wherein they carry indeed their precision to such 
a length, that Hellanicus gives the year, and even the day of the 
capture of Troy.? 

Hekatezus of Milétus (500 B. c.), anterior to Pherekydés and 
Hellanikus, is the earliest writer in whom we can detect any dis- 
position to disallow the prerogative and specialty of the mythes, 
and to soften down their characteristic prodigies, some of which 


‘ Aristot. Poetic. 26-27. And in his Problemata also, in giving the reason 
why the Hypo-Dorian and Hypo-Phrygian musical modes were never as- 
signed to the Chorus, he says — 

Tadra dé dupu xopy pév dvapyoora, Toic dé ard oxnviig olkerérepa. "Exeivos 
usv yap npowv pcuntat: ol dé hyeusvec TOY apyaiwy pdvor Hoar hpwec, of B 
Aaoi av Spurot, dv early 6 x6pog. Aca nal dpudler adr rd yorpov Kat novxow 
Ios Kal pédoc: avSpwTiKa yap. 

* See Miiller, Prolegom zu einer wissenschaftlichen Mythologie, c. iit p 
93. 

3 Hellanic. Fragment. 148, ed. Didot. 


HERODOTUS, THUCYDIDES, ETC. 391 


however still find favor in his eyes, as in the case of the speaking 
ram who carried Phryxus over the Hellespont. He pronounced 
the Grecian fables to be “many and ridiculous ;” whether from 
their discrepancies or from their intrinsic improbabilities we do 
not know: and we owe to him the first attempt to force them with- 
in the limits of historical credibility ; as where he transforms the 
three-headed Cerberus, the dog of Hadés, into a serpent inhabit- 
ing a cavern on Cape Txnarus— and Geryén of Erytheia intoa 
king of Epirus rich in herds of oxen.! Hekatzus traced the 
genealogy of himself and the gens to which he belonged through 
a line of fifteen progenitors up to an initial god,?— the clearest 
proof both of his profound faith in the reality of the mythical 
world, and of his religious attachment to it as the point of junc- 
tion between the human and the divine personality. 

We have next to consider the historians, especially Herodotus 
and Thucydidés. Like Hekateus, Thucydidés belonged to a 
gens which traced its descent from Ajax, and through Ajax to 
/Hakus and Zeus.® Herodotus modestly implies that he himself 
had no such privilege to boast of. Their curiosity respecting the 


' Hekatei Fragm. ed. Didot. 332, 346, 349; Schol. Apollon. Rhod. 1. 256; 
Athene. ii. p. 183; Skylax, c. 26. 

Perhaps Hekatzeus was induced to look for Erytheia in Epirus by the 
brick-red color of the earth there in many places, noticed by Pouqueville and 
other travellers (Voyage dans la Gréce, vol. ii. 248: see Klausen, Atneas 
und die Penaten, vol. i. p. 222). ‘Exaraioc 6 McAnoroc — Adyov eipev eikéora, 
Pausan. iii. 25,4. He seems to have written expressly concerning the fabu- 
lous Hyperboreans, and to have upheld the common faith against doubts 
which had begun to rise in his time: the derisory notice of Hyperboreans in 
Herodotus is probably directed against Hekatzeus, iv. 36; Schol. Apollén, 
Rhod. ii. 675 ; Diodér. ii. 47. 

It is maintained by Mr. Clinton (Fast. Hell. ii. p. 480) and others (see not 
ad Fragment. Hecatzi, p. 30, ed. Didot), that the work on the Hyperboreans 
was written by Hekatzeus of Abdera, a literary Greek of the age of Ptolemy 
Philadelphus — not by Hekateeus of Milétus. Ido not concur in this opin- 
ion. I think it much more probable that the earlier Hekateeus was the 
author spoken of. 

The distinguished position held by Hekateus at Milétus is marked not 
only by the notice which Herodotus takes of his opinions on public matters, 
but also by his negotiation with the Persian satrap Artaphernes on behalf of 
his countrymen (Diodér, Excerpt. xlvii. p. 41, ed. Dindorf }. 

2 Herodot. ii. 143 3 Marcellin. Vit. Thucyd. init 

* Herodot. ii. 143. 
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past had no other materials to work upon except the mythes 
but these they found already cast by the logographers into a con- 
tinuous series, and presented as an aggregate of antecedent his- 
tory, chronologically deduced from the times of the gods. Ip 
common with the body of the Greeks, both Herodotus and Thu- 
eydidés had imbibed that complete and unsuspecting belief in the 
general reality of mythical antiquity, which was interwoven with 
the religion and the patriotism, and all the public demonstrations ~ 
of the Hellenic world. To acquaint themselves with the genuine 
details of this foretime, was an inquiry highly interesting to them: 
but the increased positive tendencies of their age, as well as their 
own habits of personal investigation, had created in them an his- 
torical sense in regard to the past as wellas to the present. Hav 
ing acquired a habit of appreciating the intrinsic tests of histor- 
ical credibility and probability, they found the particular narra- 
tives of the poets and logographers, inadmissible as a whole even 
in the eyes of Hekatzeus, still more at variance with their stricter 
canons of criticism. And we thus observe in them the constant 
struggle, as well as the resulting compromise, between these two 
opposite tendencies; on one hand a firm belief in the reality of 
the mythical world, on the other hand an inability to accept the 
details which their only witnesses, the poets and logographers, 
told them respecting it. 

Each of them however performed the process in his own way 
Herodotus is a man of deep and anxious religious feeling; he 
often recognizes the special judgments of the gods as determining 
historical events: his piety is also partly tinged with that mystical 
vein which the last two centuries had gradually infused into the 
religion of the Greeks — for he is apprehensive of giving offence 
to the gods by reciting publicly what he has heard respecting 
them; he frequently stops short in his narrative and intimates 
that there 2s a sacred legend, but that he will not tell it: in other 
cases, where he feels compelled to speak out, he entreats forgive- 
ness for doing so from the gods and heroes. Sometimes he will 
not even mention the name of a god, though he generally thinks 
himself authorized to do so, the names being matter of publie 
notoriety.! Such pious reserve, which the open-hearted Herodo- 


* Herodot. ii. 3, 51, 61, 65,170. He alludes briefly (c. 51) to an lpdc Adyo¢ 
which wes communicated in the Samothracian mysteries, but he does nct 
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tus avowedly proclaims as chaining up his tongue, affords a strike 
ing contrast with the plain-spoken and unsuspecting tone of the 
ancient epic, as well as of the popular legends, wherein the gods 
and their proceedings were the familiar and interesting subjects 
of common talk as well as of common sympathy, without ceasing 
to inspire both fear and reverence. 

Herodotus expressly distinguishes, in the comparison of Poly- 
kratés with Minds, the human race to which the former belonged, 
from the divine or heroic race which comprised the latter.! But 
he has a firm belief in the authentic personality and parentage of 
all the names in the mythes, divine, heroic and human, as well 
as in the trustworthiness of their chronology computed by gene- 
rations. He counts back 1600 years from his own day to that of 
Semelé, mother of Dionysus; 900 years to Héraklés, and 800 
years to Penelopé, the Trojan war being a little earlier in date2 
Indeed even the longest of these periods must have seemed to him 
comparatively short, seeing that he apparently accepts the prodi- 
gious series of years which the Egyptians professed to draw frem 
a recorded chronology — 17,000 years from their god Héraklés, 
and 15,000 years from their god Osiris or Dionysus, down te 
their king Amasis? (5508. c.) So much was his imagination 
familiarized with these long chronological coraputations barren of 
events, that he treats Homer and Hesiod as “sen of yesterday,” 
though separated from his own age by an inter’7al which he reck- 
ons as four hundred years.4 


mention what it was: also about the Thesmophoria, o: teAer? of Démétér 
(ce. 171). 

Kat repi pév rovtwr rocaita nuiv eimotvor, Kat rapa rw Yedy kal npowy 
siuévera ele (c. 45). 

Compare similar scruples on the part of Pausanias (vii 25 and 37). 

The passage of Herodotus (ii. 3) is equivocal, and has b»en understood in 
more ways than one (see Lobeck, Aglaopham. p. 1287). 

The aversion of Dionysius of Halikarnassus to reveal the divine secrets is 
not less powerful (see A. R. i. 67, 68), and Pausanias passim. 

Herod. iii. 122. ? Herod. ii. 145. 

3 Herodot. ii. 43-145. Kal radra Aiytrriot atpexéwe gaol érxioracdut, 
dei Te Aoyilouevot Kal det Anoypagopuevol Ta ETEQ. 

4 Herodot, ii. 53. péxps ob mpwhy te Kal yee, O¢ elmeiv Adyw. ‘Hoiodor 
yap kal “Ounpov HAkiny retpaxociover Ereor doKéw uev mpeaBuTépore yevs 
w8a1, Kai ob rAéoas. 

17* 
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Herodotus had been profoundly impressed with what he saw 
and heard in Egypt. The wonderful monuments, the eviden 
antiquity, and the peculiar civilization of that country, acquired 
such preponderance in his mind over his own native legends, that 
he is disposed to trace even the oldest religious names or institu- 
tions of Greece to Egyptian or Phoenician original, setting aside 
in favor of this hypothesis the Grecian legends of Dionysus and 
Pan.! The oldest Grecian mythical genealogies are thus made 
ultimately to lose themselves in Egyptian or Phoenician antiquity, 
and in the full extent of these genealogies Herodotus firmly be- 
lieves. It does not seem that any doubt had ever crossed his 
mind as to the real personality of those who were named or de- 
scribed in the popular mythes: all of them have once had reality, 
either as men, as heroes, or as gods. The eponyms of cities, 
démés and tribes, are all comprehended in this affirmative cate- 
gory ; the supposition of fictitious personages being apparently 
never entertained. Deukalion, Hellén, Dorus,2 — I6n, with his 
four sons, the eponyms of the old Athenian tribes,3—the au- 
tochthonous Titakus and Dekelus,4 — Danaus, Lynkeus, Perseus, 
Amphitry6n, Alkména, and Héraklés,5 — Talthybius, the heroic 
progenitor of the privileged heraldic gens at Sparta, —the Tyn- 
darids and Helena,6— Agamemnon, Menelaus, and Orestes,? — 
Nestér and his son Peisistratus, — Asdépus, Thébé, and gina, 
— Inachus and 16, Atétés and Médea,8 — Melonippus, Adrastus, 
and Amphiaraus, as well as Jasén and the Argé,9 — all these are 
occupants of the real past time, and predecessors of himself and 
his contemporaries. In the veins of the Lacedemonian kings 
flowed the blood both of Kadmus and of Danaus, their splendid 
pedigree being traceable to both of these great mythical names: 
Herodotus carries the lineage up through Héraklés first to Per- 
seus‘and Danaé, then through Danaé to Akrisius and the Egyp- 
tian Danaus; but he drops the paternal lineage when he comes 


1 Herodot. ii. 146. 2 Herod. i. 56. 

3 Herod. v. 66. 4 Herod. ix. 73. 

° Herod. ii, 43-44, 91-98, 171-182 (the Egyptians admitted the truth of 
the Greek legend, that Perseus had come to Libya to fetch the Gorgon’s 
head). 

® Herod. ii. 113-120; iv. 145; vii. 184. 7 Herod. i. 67-68; ii. 118. vii. 159 

® Herod. i. 1, 2,4; v 81, 65. ® Herod. i. 52; iv. 145; v. 673 vii. 192 
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te Perseus (inasmuch as Perseus is the son of Zeus by Danaé, 
without any reputed human father, such as Amphitryén was to _ 
Héraklés), and then follow the higher members of the series 
through Danaé alone.! He also pursues the same regal geneal- 
ogy, through the mother of Eurysthenés and Proclés, up to Poly- 
nikés, Gidipus, Laius, Labdakus, Polydérus and Kadmus; and 
he assigns various ancient inscriptions which he saw in the temple 
of the Ismenian Apollo at Thébes, to the ages of Laius and 
Cidipus.2 Moreover, the sieges of Thébes and Troy, —the Ar- 
gonautic expedition, —the invasion of Attica by the Amazons, — 
the protection of the Herakleids, and the defeat and death of 
Kurystheus, by the Athenians,3— the death of Mékisteus and 
Tydeus before Thébes by the hands of Melanippus, and the 
touching calamities of Adrastus and Amphiaraus connected with 
the same enterprise, — the sailing of Kastor and Pollux in the 
Argé,4— the abductions of 16, Eurépa, Médea and Helena, — 
the emigration of Kadmus in quest of Eurépa, and his coming 
to Boedtia, as well as the attack of the Greeks upon Troy to re- 
cover Helen,®— all these events seem to him portions of past 
history, not less unquestionably certain, though more clouded over 
by distance and misrepresentation, than the battles of Salamis 
and Mykalé. 

But though Herodotus is thus easy of faith in regard both to 
the persons and to the general facts of Grecian mytbes, yet when 
he comes to discuss particular facts taken separately, we find him 
applying to them stricter tests of historical credibility, and often 
disposed to reject as well the miraculous as the extravagant. 
Thus even with respect to Héraklés, he censures the levity of 
the Greeks in ascribing to him absurd and incredible exploits ; 
he tries their assertion by the philosophical standard of nature, 
or of determinate powers and conditions governing the course of 
events. “ How is it consonant to nature (he asks), that Héraklés, 
being, as he was, according to the statement of the Greeks, @ 
man, should kill many thousand persons? I pray that indulgence 
may be shown to me both by gods and heroes for saying so much 


a 


1 Herod. vi. 52-53. * Herod. iv. 147; v. 59-61. 
3 Herod y. 61; ix. 27-28. 4 Herod. i. 52; iv. 145; v. 67 
6 Herod. i. 1-4; ii. 49, 113: iv. 147: v. 94. 
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as this.” The religious feelings of Herodotus here told him thai 
he was trenching upon the utmost limits of admissible scepti 
” cism.! 

Another striking instance of the disposition of Herodotus te 
rationalize the miraculous narratives of the current mythes, is to 
be found in his account of the oracle of Doédéna and its alleged 
Egyptian origin. Here, if in any case, a miracle was not only 
in full keeping, but apparently indispensable to satisfy the exi- 
gences of the religious sentiment; anything less than a miracle 
would have appeared tame and unimpressive to the visitors of se 
revered a spot, much more to the residents themselves. Accord- 
ingly, Herodotus heard, both from the three priestesses and from 
the Dodonzans generally, that two black doves had started at 
the same time from Thébes in Egypt: one of them went to Libya, 
where it directed the Libyans to establish the oracle of Zeus 
Ammon; the other came to the grove of Dédona, and perched 
on one of the venerable oaks, proclaiming with a human voice 
that an oracle of Zeus must be founded on that very spot. The 
injunction of the speaking dove was respectfully obeyed.2 

Such was the tale related and believed at Dédéna. But He- 
rodotus had also heard, from the priests at Thébes in Egypt, a 
different tale, ascribing the origin of all the prophetic establish- 
ments, in Greece as well as in Libya, to two sacerdotal women, 
who had been carried away from Thébes by some Phoenician 


1 Herod. ii. 45. Aéyovor d& moAAd Kal GAAa avemtonéntoc of “EAAnveEs: 
bun Sn¢ 08 abréwv Kal bde 6 wide éoT1, Tov wept Tod ‘Hpakréog Aéyovor.... 
».» Ere dé Eva éovta tov ‘HpakAéa, kat étt dvSpwrov wc 07 pact, Kk ic otorr 
Eyer modddc uvpradac govedoar ; Kal mepi pév robtwy rovaita quiv eiroivct, 
Kal Tapa Tov SeOv Kal Tapa TOV Npdwy ebuéveta etn. 

We may also notice the manner in which the historian criticizes the strat 
agem whereby Peisistratus established himself as despot at Athens—by 
flressing up the stately Athenian woman Phyé in the costume of the goddess 
Athéné, and passing off her injunctions as the commands of the goddess; 
the Athenians accepted her with unsuspecting faith, and received Peisistratus 
at her command. Herodotus treats the whole affair as a piece of extrava- 
gant silliness, tpdyyua etn Séorarov paxpé (i. 60). 

? Herod. if. 55. Awdvaiwr dé al ipnia...... éeyov TavTa, ovvwpoAoyeos 
3é opt Kal of GAAot Awdwvaio: ol rept 7d ipdv. 

The miracle sometimes takes another form; the oak at Dédéna was itself 
opce endued with speech (Dionys. Hal. Ars. Rhetoric. i. 6; Strabo). 
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merchants and sold, the one in Greece, the other in Libya. The 
Theban priests boldly assured Herodotus that much pains had 
been taken to discover what had become of these women so exe 
ported, and that the fact of their having bee: taken to Greece 
and Libya had been accordingly verified.! 

The historian of Halicarnassus cannot for a moment think of 
admitting the miracle which harmonized so well with the feelings 
of the priestesses and the Dodonzans.2 “ How (he asks) could 
a dove speak with human voice?” But the narrative of the priests 
at Thébes, though its prodigious improbability hardly requires to 
be stated, yet involved no positive departure from the laws of 
nature and possibility, and therefore Herodotus makes no diffi- 
culty in accepting it. The curious circumstance is, that he turns 
the native Dodonzan legend into a figurative representation, or 
rather a misrepresentation, of the supposed true story told by the 
Theban priests. According to his interpretation, the woman who 
came from Thébes to Dédéna was called a dove, and affirmed to 
utter sounds like a bird, because she was non-Hellenic and spoke 
a foreign tongue: when she learned to speak the language of the 
country, it was then said that the dove spoke with a human voice. 
And the dove was moreover called black, because of the woman’s 
Egyptian color. 

That Herodotus should thus bluntly reject a miracle, recounte 
ed to him by the prophetic women themselves as the prime cir+ 
cumstance in the ortgines of this holy place, is a proof of the hold 
which habits of dealing with historical evidence had acquired 
over his mind; and the awkwardness of his explanatory media- 
tion between the dove and the woman, marks not less his anxiee 
ty, while discarding the legend, to let it softly down into a story 
quasi-historical and not intrinsically incredible. 

We may observe another example of the unconscious tendency 


1 Herod. ii. 54. 

2 Herod. ii.57. “Emre? réw tpd7 dv rederac ye avdpurnin pura pdéeyEartos 

According to one statement, the word IleAeca¢ in the Thessalian dialect 
meant both a dove and a prophetess (Scriptor. Rer. Mythicarum, ed. Bede, 
i.96). Had there been any truth in this, Herodotus could hardly have 
failed to notice it, inasmuch as it would exactly have helped him out of the 
difficulty which he felt 
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of Herodotus to eliminate from the mythes the idea of special 
aid from the gods, in his remarks upon Melampus. He desig« 
nates Melampus “ as a clever man, who had acquired for himself 
the art of prophecy ;” and had procured through Kadmus mucb 
information about the religious rites and customs of Egypt, many 
of which he introduced into Greece! — especially the name, the 
sacrifices, and the phallic processions of Dionysus: he adds, “ that 
Melampus himself did not accurately comprehend or bring out 
the whole doctrine, but wise men who came after him made the 
necessary additions.” Though the name of Melampus is here 
maintained, the character described? is something in the vein of 
Pythagoras — totally different from the great seer and leech of 
the old epic mythes—the founder of the gifted family of the 
Amythaonids, and the grandfather of Amphiaradus.4 But that 
which is most of all at variance with the genuine legendary spirit, 
is the opinion expressed by Herodotus (and delivered with some 
emphasis as iis own), that Melampus “ was a clever man, who 
had acquired for himself prophetic powers.” Such a supposition 
would have appeared inadmissible to Homer or Hesiod, or indeed 
to Solon, in the preceding century, in whose view even inferior 
arts come from the gods, while Zeus or Apollo bestows the power 


1 Herod. ii. 49. "Ey® pév viv onus MeAauroda yevouevov avdpa cogdr, 
uartikny Te EwUTO ovoTHoal, Kal TvOdmevov an’ Alybrrov, GAda Te TOAAa 
éonynoacvat “EAAnot, kal Ta TEpi TOV ALovuaor, ddiya abToY TapaAAGéavra, 

* Herod. ii. 49. ’Atpexéwe pév ob mavta ovAAGBov Tdv Advov Epve - (Me- 
Jampus) GAA’ of értyvouevor TobTY TogproTta? peldvuc eegnvar. 

* Compare Herod. iv. 95; ii. 81. ‘EAA7vwr 0d TH doSevectaty CodLioT A 
Ilvbayopa. 

4 Homer, Odyss. xi. 290; xv. 225. Apollodér. i.9,11-12. Hesiod, Eoiai, 
Fragm. 55, ed. Diintzer (p. 43) — 

"AAKIY wev yap Edwkev "OAdprriog Aiakidnot, 
Noivd Auvtaovidace, mhodtov & Exop’ Arpednor. 
also Frag. 34 (p. 38), and Frag. 65 (p. 45); Schol. Apoll. Rhod. i. 118. 

Herodotus notices the celebrated mythical narrative of Melampus healing 
the deranged Argive women (ix. 34); according to the original legend, the 
daughters of Preetus. In the Hesiodic Eoiai (Fr. 16, Diintz.; Apcllod. ii. 2) 
the distemper of the Prcetid females was ascribed to their having repudiated 
the rites and worship of Dionysus (Akusilaus, indeed, assigned a different 
cause), which shows that the old fable recognized a connection between 
Melampus and. these rites 
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of prophesying.! The intimation of such an opinion by Herodo- 
tus, himself a thoroughly pious man, marks the sensibly diminish- 
ed omnipresence of the gods, and the increasing tendency to look 
for the explanation of phenomena among more visible and deter- 
minate agencies. 

We may make a similar remark on the dictum of the historian 
respecting the narrow defile of Tempé, forming the emboucl.ure 
of the Péneus and the efflux of all the waters from the Thessa- 
lian basin. The Thessalians alleged that this whole basin of 
Thessaly had once been a lake, but that Poseid6én had split the 
ehain of mountains and opened the efflux ;? upon which primi- 


' Homer, Iliad, i. 72-87; xv. 412. Odyss. xv. 245-252; iv. 233. Some 
times the gods inspired prophecy for the special occasion, without confer 
ring upon the party the permanent gift and status of a prophet (compare 
Odyss. i. 202; xvii. 383). Solon, Fragm. xi. 48-53, Schneidewin: — 
"AAAov pavtiv &Snkev avak éExiepyoc ’ATOAAOD, 
*Eyvo 0 avdpi kaxodv tTHAOVEv Epxdusvor, 
"Qu ovvowaptHowor Edi......4+. 
Herodotus himself reproduces the old belief in the special gift of prophetic 
power by Zeus and Apollo, in the story of Euenius of Apollénia (ix. 94). 
See the fine ode of Pindar, describing the birth and inspiration of Jamus, 
eponymous father of the great prophetic family in Elis called the Jamids 
(Herodot. ix. 33), Pindar, Olymp. vi. 40-75. About Teiresias, Sophoc. Cid. 
Tyr. 283-410. Neither Nestor nor Odysseus possesses the gift of prophecy. 
2 More than one tale is found elsewhere, similar to this, about the detile 


of Tempé : — 

* A tradition exists that this part of the country was once a lake, and 
that Solomon commanded two deeves, or genii, named Ard and Beel, to turn 
off the water into the Caspian, which they effected by cutting a passage through 
the mountains; and a city, erected in the newly-formed plain, was named 
after them Ard-u-beel.” (Sketches on the Shores of the Caspian, by W. R. 
Holmes. ) 

Also about the plain of Santa Fe di Bogota, in South America, that it 
was once under water, until Bochica cleft the mountains and opened a 
channel of egress (Humboldt, Vues des Cordilléres, p. 87-88); and about 
the plateau of Kashmir (Humboldt, Asie Centrale, vol. i. p 102), drained in 
@ like miraculous manner by the saint Kasyapa. The manner in which 
conjectures, derived from local configuration or peculiarities, are often made 
to assume the form of traditions, is well remarked by the same illustrious 
traveller: ‘“ Ce qui se présente comme une tradition, n’est souvent que 1¢ 
reflet de l’impression que laisse l’aspect des lieux. Des bancs de coquilles 
& demi-fossiles, répandues dans les isthmes ou sut des plateaux, font naitre 
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tive belief, thoroughly conformable to the genius of Homer and 
Hesiod, Herodotus comments as follows: “'The Thessalian statee 
ment is reasonable. For whoever thinks that Poseidén shakes 
the earth, and that the rifts of an earthquake are the work of 
that god, will, on seeing the defile in question, say that Poseidon 
has caused it. For the rift of the mountains is, as appeared to 
me (when I saw it), the work of an earthquake.” Herodotus 
admits the reference to Poseidén, when pointed out to him, but 
it stands only in the background: what is present to his mind is 
the phenomenon of the earthquake, not as a special act, but as 
part of a system of habitual operations.! 


méme chez les hommes les moins avancés dans la culture intellectuelle, 
Pidée de grandes inondations, d’anciennes communications entre des bassins 
limitrophes. Des opinions, que l’on pourroit appeler systématiques, se trou- 
vent dans les foréts de l’Orénoque comme dans les iles de la Mer du Sud 
Dans l'une et dans l’autre de ces contrées, elles ont pris la forme des tradi 
tions.” (A. yon Humboldt, Asie Centrale, vol. ii. p. 147.) Compare a 
similar remark in the same work and volume, p. 286-294. 

1 Herodot. vii. 129. (Poseidén was worshipped as [erpatoc in Thessaly, 
in commemoration of this geological interference: Schol. Pindar. Pyth. iv. 
245.) Td d8 rahatov Aéyerat, odK ébvTO¢ Kw TOD abAdvoc Kal SLEKPdoVv TobTOD, 
TodC TOTKMOUE TOVTOUG.........PeovTag ToLEiy THY Oecoahinv mdcav TéAayoG. 
Airol pév voy Bécoadot A€éyovor MoceWéwva rorjoa Tov abaAdva, Ov’ ob pée: 
6 IInvesd¢, oikota Aéyovtes. “Otic yap vouicer TloceWéwva ryv yay oeiew, 
kal ta dleotedTa bd celopod Tov Seod rovrov épya eiva, kal av éxeivo iddv 
gain Mooedéwva rojoat. "Koti yap oetopod épyov, Oc éuol épaiveto eivat, 
 Ocaotactc THY odpéwy. In another case (viii. 129), Herodotus believes that 
Poseidén produced a preternaturally high tide, in order to punish the Per- 
sians, who had insulted his temple near Potidzea: here was a special motive 
for the god to exert his power. 

This remark of Herodotus illustrates the hostile ridicule cast by Aristo- 
phanés (in the Nubes) upon Socratés, on the score of alleged impiety, be- 
cause he belonged to a school of philosophers (though in point of fact he 
discountenanced that line of study) who introduced physical laws and forces 
in place of the personal agency of the gods. The old man Strepsiades in 
quires from Socratés, Who rains? Who thunders? To which Socratés re 
plies, “ Not Zeus, but the Nephelz. 7. ¢. the clouds: you never saw rain with- 
out clouds.” Strepsiades then proceeds to inquire —“ But who is it tha¢ 
compels the clouds to move onward? is it not Zeus?” Socratés — “ Not 
at all; it is ethereal rotation.” Strepsiades —“ Rotation? that had escaped 
me: Zeus then no longer exists, and Rotation reigns in his place.” 

Srrers. ‘O 0 aaykdlov tori tic abrag (NepéAac), odx 6 Zede, Sore péoee 
Var; 
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Herodotus adopts the Egyptian version of the legend of Troy, 
founded on that capital variation which seems to have originated 
with Stesichorus, and according to which Helen never left Sparta 
at all —her ezdolon had been taken to Troy in her place. Upon 
this basis a new story had been framed, midway between Homer 
and Stesichorus, representing Paris to have really carried off 
Helen from Sparta, but to have been driven by storms to Egypt, 


Socrat. “Hxior’, dada’ aldéproc divoe. 
STREPS. Aivoc; trovri w’ éreAnSec — 
‘O Zede obk Ov, GAN avr’ adrod Aivog vuvt Bacidebwv. 
To the same effect v. 1454, Aivog BaotAcbes tiv Ai’ éeAndaxoc —“ Rota 
tion has driven out Zeus, and reigns in his place.” 

If Aristophanés had had as strong a wish to turn the public antipathiea 
against Herodotus as against Socratés and Euripidés, the explanation here 
given would have afforded him a plausible show of truth for doing so; and 
it is highly probable that the Thessalians would have been sufficiently dis- 
pleased with the view of Herodotus to sympathize in the poet's attack upon 
him. The point would have been made (waiving metrical considerations) — 

Dewaoude Baotredier, rv Woocerd av’ eednaakdc. 
The comment of Herodotus upon the Thessalian view seems almost as if 1¢ 
were intended to guard against this very inference. 

Other accounts ascribed the cutting of the defile of Tempé to Héraklés 
(Diodor. iv. 18). 

Respecting the ancient Grecian faith, which recognized the displeasure of 
Poseidén as the cause of earthquakes, see Xenoph. Hellen. iii. 3,2; Thucy 
did. i. 127; Strabo, xii. p. 579; Dioddr. xv. 48-49. It ceased to give univer- 
sal satisfaction even so early as the time of Thalés and Anaximenés (see 
Aristot. Meteorolog. ii. 7-8; Plutarch, Placit. Philos. iii. 15; Seneca, Natural. 
Quest. vi. 6-23); and that philosopher, as well as Anaxagoras, Democritus 
and others, suggested different physical explanations of the fact. Notwith- 
standing a dissentient minority, however, the old doctrine still continued to 
be generally received: and Diodorus, in describing the terrible earthquake 
in 373 B. 0. by which Heliké and Bura were destroyed, while he notices 
those philosophers (probably Kallisthenés, Senec. Nat. Quest. vi. 23) who 
substituted physical causes and laws in place of the divine agency, rejects 
their views, and ranks himself with the religious public, who traced this for- 
midable phenomenon to the wrath of Poseidéa (xy. 48-49). 

The Romans recognized many different gods as producers of earthquakes , 
ao unfortunate creed, since it exposed them to the danger of addressing 
their prayers to the wrong god: “ Unde in ritualibus et pontificiis obser- 
vatur, obtemperantibus sacerdotiis caute, ne alio Deo pro alio nominato, 
eum quis eorum terram concutiat, piacula committantur.” (Ammian. Mar 
cell. xvii. 7.) 

VoL. I. 260C 
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wher she remained during the whole siege of Troy, having been 
detained by Proteus, the king of the country, until Menelaus 
came to reclaim her after his triumph. The Egyptian priests, 
with their usual boldness of assertion, professed to have heard 
the whole story from Menelaus himself—the Greeks had be- 
seiged Troy, in the full persuasion that Helen and the stolen 
treasures were within the walls, nor would they ever believe the 
repeated denials of the Trojans as to the fact of her presence. In 
mtimating his preference for the Egyptian narrative, Herodotus 
betrays at once his perfect and unsuspecting confidence that he is 
dealing with genuine matter of history, and his entire distrust of 
the epic poets, even including Homer, upon whose authority that 
supposed history rested. His reason for rejecting the Homeric 
version is that it teems with historical improbabilities. If Helen 
had been really in Troy (he says), Priam and the Trojans would 
never have been so insane as to retain her to their own utter 
ruin: but it was the divine judgment which drove them into the 
miserable alternative-of neither being able to surrender Helen, 
nor to satisfy the Greeks of the real fact that they had never 
had possession of her—in order that mankind might plainly 
read, in the utter destruction of Troy, the great punishments with 
which the gods visit great misdeeds. Homer (Herodotus thinks) 
had heard this story, but designedly departed from it, because 
it was not so suitable a subject for epic poetry.! 

Enough has been said to show how wide is the difference be- 
tween Herodotus and the logographers with their literal tran- 
script of the ancient legends. Though he agrees with them in 
admitting the full series of persons and generations, he tries the 
circumstances narrated by a new standard. Scruples have arisen 
in his mind respecting violations of the laws of nature: the poets 


" Herod. ii. 116. doxéex dé wou kat “Ounpog Tdv Adyov robrov rudéoSar* GAN 
ob ydp ouoiwg ebaperng jy tc tiv éxorotinv hv tH étép@ TH TEP éExpyoato- 
é¢ O perixe abrov, Inddaac ¢ kal TodTov éxiotaito Tov Adyov. 

Herodotus then produces a passage from the Iliad, with a view to prove 
that Home. knew of the voyage of Paris and Helen to Egypt; but the 
passage pro *2s nothing at all to the point. 

Again (c. 120), his slender confidence in the epic poets breaks out—ei pj 
Te Toot ExomoLoice ypEe@mevov Aévelv. 

It is remarkable that Herodotus is disposed to identify Helen with the 
feivy ’Abpoditn whose temple he saw at Memphis (c. 112). 
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are unworthy of trust, and their narratives must be brought into 
conformity with historical and ethical conditions, before they can be 
admitted as truth. ‘To accomplish this conformity, Herodotus is 
willing to mutilate the old legend in one of its most vital points: 
he sacrifices the personal presence of Helena in Troy, which ran 
through every one of the ancient epic poems belonging to the 
Trojan cycle, and is indeed, under the gods, the great and present 
moving force throughout. 

Thucydidés places himself generally in the same point of view 
as Herodotus with regard to mythical antiquity, yet with some con- 
siderable differences. Though manifesting no belief in present 
miracles or prodigies,! he seems to accept without reserve the pre- 
existent reality of all the persons mentioned in the mythes, and 
of the long series of generations extending back through so many 
supposed centuries: in this category, too, are included the epony- 
mous personages, Hellen, Kekrops, Eumolpus, Pandién, Amphi- 
lochus the son of Amphiaraus, and Akarnan. But on the other 
hand, we find no trace of that distinction between a human and 
an heroic ante-human race, which Herodotus still admitted, —nor 
any respect for Egyptian legends. Thucydidés, regarding the 
personages of the mythes as men of the same breed and stature 
with his own contemporaries, not only tests the acts imputed to 
them by the same limits of credibility, but presumes in them the 
same political views and feelings as he was accustomed to trace 
in the proceedings of Peisistratus or Periklés. He treats the 
Trojan war as a great political enterprise, undertaken by all 
Greece; brought into combination through the imposing power of 


1“ Ut conquirere fabulosa (says Tacitus, Hist. ii. 50, a worthy parallel of 
Thucydidés) et fictis oblectare legentium animos, procu) gravitate cepti 
operis crediderim, ita vulgatis traditisque demere fidem non ausim. Die, 
quo Bebriaci certabatur, avem inusitata specie, apud Regium Lepidum cele- 
bri vico consedisse, incoles memorant; nec deinde coetu hominum aut cir- 
eumvolitantium alitum, territam pulsamque, donec Otho se ipse interficeret: 
tum ablatam ex oculis: et tempora reputantibus, initium finemque miraculi 
cum Othonis exitu competisse.” Suetonius (Vesp. 5) recounts a different 
miracle, in which three eagles appear. 

This passage of Tacitus occurs immediately after his magnificent descrip- 
tion of the suicide of the emperor Otho, a deed which he contemplates with 
the most fervent admiration. His feelings were evidently so wiought up 
that he was content to relax the canons of historical credibility. 
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Agamemnén, not (according to the legendary narrative) through 
the influence of the oath exacted by Tyndareus. Then he ex- 
plains how the predecessors of Agamemnén arrived at so vast a 
dominion — beginning with Pelops, who came over (as he says) 
from Asia with great wealth among the poor Peloponnésians, 
and by means of this wealth so aggrandized himself, though a 
foreigner, as to become the eponym of the peninsula. Next fol- 
lowed his son Atreus, who acquired after the death of EKurystheus 
the dominion of Mykénz, which had before been possessed by 
the descendants of Perseus: here the old legendary tale, which 
described Atreus as having been banished by his father Pelops 
in consequence of the murder of his elder brother Chrysippus, is 
invested with a political bearing, as explaining the reason why 
Atreus retired to Mykénz. Another legendary tale— the defeat 
and death of Eurystheus by the fugitive Herakleids in Attica, so 
celebrated in Attic tragedy as having given occasion to the gens 
erous protecting intervention of Athens —is also introduced as 
furnishing the cause why Atreus succeeded to the deceased Eurys- 
theus: “for Atreus, the maternal uncle of Eurystheus, had been 
entrusted by the latter with his government during the expedition 
into Attica, and had effectually courted the people, who were 
moreover in great fear of being attacked by the Herakleids.” 
Thus the Pelopids acquired the supremacy in Peloponnésus, and 
Agamemnon was enabled to get together his 1200 ships and 
100,000 men for the expedition against Troy. Considering that 
contingents were furnished from every portion of Greece, Thucy- 
didés regards this as a small number, treating the Homeric cata- 
logue as an authentic muster-roll, perhaps rather exaggerated 
than otherwise. He then proceeds to tell us why the armament 
was not larger: many more men could have been furnished, but 
there was not sufficient money to purchase provisions for their 
subsistence; hence they were compelled, after landing and gaining 
a victory, to fortify their camp, to divide their army, and to send 
away one portion for the purpose of cultivating the Chersonese, 
and another portion to sack the adjacent towns. This was the 
grand reason why the siege lasted so long as ten years. For if 
it had been possible to keep the whole army together, and to ag 
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with an undivided force, Troy would have been taken both earlier 
and at smaller cost.! 

Such is the general sketch of the war of Troy,as given by 
Thucydidés. So different is it from the genuine epical narrative, 
that we seem hardly to be reading a description of the same 
event ; still less should we imagine that tne event was known, 
to him as well as to us, only through the epic poets themselves, 
The men, the numbers, and the duration of the siege, do indeed 
remain the same; but the cast and juncture of events, the deter- 
mining forces, and the characteristic features, are altogether het- 
erogeneous. But, like Herodotus, and still more than Herodotus, 
Thucydidés was under the pressure of two conflicting impulses 
— he shared the general faith in the mythical antiquity, but at 
the same time he could not believe in any facts which contradict- 
ed the laws of historical credibility or probability. He was thus 
under the necessity of torturing the matter of the old mythes 
into conformity with the subjective exigencies of his own mind: 
he left out, altered, recombined, and supplied new connecting 
principles and supposed purposes, until the story became such as 
no one could have any positive reason for calling in question: 
though it lost the impressive mixture of religion, romance, and 
individual adventure, which constituted its original charm, it ac- 
quired a smoothness and plausibility, and a poetical ensemble, 
which the critics were satisfied to accept as historical truth. And 
historical truth it would doubtless have been, if any independent 
evidence could have been found to sustain it. Had Thucydidés 
been able to produce such new testimony, we should have been 
pleased to satisfy ourselves that the war of Troy, as he recount2d 
it, was the real event; of which the war of Troy, as sung by the 
epic poets, was a misreported, exaggerated, and ornamented re- 
cital. But in this case the poets are the only real witnesses, and 
ne narrative of Thucydidés is a mere extract and distillation 
trom their incredibilities. 

A few other instances may be mentioned to illustrate the views 
of Thucydidés respecting various mythical incidents. 1. He 
treats the residence of the Homeric Pheakians at Corkyra as an 
undisputed fact, and employs it partly to explain the efficiency of 
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the Korkyrean navy in times preceding the Peloponnesian war.! 
2. He notices, with equal confidence, the story of Téreus and 
Prokné, daughter of Pandién, and the murder of the child Itys 
by Prokné his mother, and Philoméla; and he produces this 
ancient mythe with especial reference to the alliance between the 
Athenians and Térés, king of the Odrysian Thracians, during the 
time of the Peloponnesian war, intimating that the Odrysian 
Térés was neither of the same family nor of the same country as 
Téreus the husband of Prokné.2 The conduct of Pandién, in 
giving his daughter Prokné in marriage to Téreus, is in his view 
dictated by political motives and interests. 38. He mentions the 
Strait of Messina as the place through which Odysseus is said te 
have sailed. 4. The Cyclépes and the Lestrygones (he says) 
were the most ancient reported inhabitants of Sicily; but he can- 
not tell to what race they belonged, nor whence they came.4 5. 
Italy derived its name from Italus, king of the Sikels. 6. Eryx 
and Egesto in Sicily were founded by fugitive Trojans after the 
capture of Troy; also Skioné, in the Thracian peninsula of Pal 
léné, by Greeks from the Achean town of Pelléné, stopping 
thither in their return from the siege of Troy: the Amphilochian 
Argos in the Gulf of Ambrakia was in like manner founded by 


’ Thucyd. i. 25. 

* Thucyd. ii. 29. Kat 76 épyov 70 wept tov “Irvv ai yuvaixes tv TR yR TabTG 
EmpaSav~ ToAhoic 0& Kal tev ToinTav év dnddvog uvnun Aavdidc 7 dpvey 
éravouaota. Hixdg dé kai 7d Kpdog Uavdiova Evvapacdat rig Svyatpoc 61d 
TocovTov, én’ wbeheig TH MpdE GAAHAOVE, UGAAODV 7) OLa TOAAOY TuEpOV &¢ 
’Odpticag 5000. The first of these sentences would lead us to infer, if it came 
from any other pen than that of Thucydidés, that the writer believed the 
metamorphosis of Philoméla into a nightingale: see above, ch. xi. p. 270. 

The observation respecting the convenience of neighborhood for the mar- 
riage is remarkable, and shows how completely Thucydidés regarded the 
event as historical. What would he have said respecting the marriage of 
Oreithyia, daughter of Erechtheus, with Boreas, and the prodigious distance 
which she is reported to have been carried by her husband? ‘Yrép re tovtov 
wavt’, én’ éoyata yGovog, ete. (Sophoklés ap. Strabo. vii. p. 295.) 

From the way in which Thucydidés introduces the mention of this event, 
we see that he intended to correct the misapprehension of his countrymen. 
who having just made an alliance with the Odrysian 7érés, were led by that 
circumstance to think of the old mythical Zéreus, and to regard him as the 
ancestor of Térés. 

3 Thucyd. iv. 24, 4 Thueyd. vi. 2 
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Amphilochus son of Amphiaraus, in his return from the same 
enterprise. The remorse and mental derangement of the matri- 
eidal Alkmzén, son of Amphiarius, is also mentioned by Thuey- 
didés,' as well as the settlement of his son Akarnan in the country 
called after him Akarnania.? 

Such are the special allusions made by this illustrious author 
in the course of his history to mythical events. From the tenor 
of his language we may see that he accounted all that could be 
known about them to be uncertain and unsatisfactory; but he has 
it much at heart to show, that even the greatest were inferior in 


? Thucyd. ii. 68-102; iv. 120; vi. 2. Antiochus of Syracuse, the contem 
porary of Thucydidés, also mentioned Italus as the eponymous king of Italy . 
he farther named Sikelus, who came to Morgos, son of Italus, after having 
been banished from Rome. He talks about Italus, just as Thucydidés talks 
about Théseus, as a wise and powerful king, who first acquired a greas 
dominion (Dionys. H. A. R. i. 12, 35, 78). Amnstotle also mentioned Italus 
in the same general terms (Polit. vii. 9, 2). 

2 We may here notice some particulars respecting Isokratés. He mani 
fests entire confidence in the authenticity of the mythical genealogies and 
chronology ; but while he treats the mythical personages as historically real, 
‘he regards them at the same time not as human, but as half-gods, superior 
to humanity. About Helena, Théseus, Sarpédén, Cycnus, Memnén, Achil- 
les, etc., see Encom. Helen. Or. x. pp. 282, 292, 295. Bek. Helena was wor- 
shipped in his time as a goddess at Therapnew (%. p. 295). He recites the 
settlements of Danaus, Kadmus, and Pelops in Greece, as undoubted histori- 
cal facts (p. 297). In his discourse called Busirés, he accuses Polykratés, the 
sophist, of a gross anachronism, in having placed Busiris subsequent in poins 
of date to Orpheus and AXolus (Or. xi. p. 801, Bek.), and he adds that the 
tale of Busiris having been slain by Héraklés was chronologically impossible 
(p. 309). Of the long Athenian genealogy from Kekrops to Théseus, be 
speaks with perfect historical confidence (Panathenaic. p. 349, Bek.); not 
less so of the adventures of Héraklés and his mythical contemporaries, which 
he places in the mouth of Archidamus as a justification of the Spartan title 
to Messenia (Or. vi. Archidamus, p. 156, Bek.; compare Or. v. Philippus, pp 
114, 138), ¢aowv, ole rept THY TaAadv morebouer, etc. He condemns the 
poets in strong language for the wicked and dissolute tales which they cir- 
culated respecting the gods: many of them (he says) had been punished fo» 
such blasphemies by blindness, poverty, exile, and other misfortunes (Or. xi 
p- 309, Bek.). 

In general, it may be said that Isokratés applies no principles of histories 
griticism to the mythes; he rejects such as appear to him discreditable ¢. 


anworthy, and believes the rest. 
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magnituae and importance to the Peloponnesian war.! In this 
respect his opinion seems to have been at variance with that 
which was popular among his contemporaries. 


1 Thucyd. i. 21-22. 

The first two volumes of this history have been noticed in an able article 
of the Quarterly Review, for October, 1846; as well as in the Heidelberger 
Jahrbicher der Literatur (1846. No. 41. pp. 641-655), by Professor Kortiim. 

While expressing, on several points, approbation of my work, by which I 
feel much flattered — both my English and my German critic take partial 
objection to the views respecting Grecian legend. While the Quarterly Re- 
viewer contends that the mythopeeic faculty of the human mind, though 
essentially loose and untrustworthy, is never creative, but requires some basis 
of fact to work upon — Kortiim thinks that I have not done justice to Thucy- 
flidés, as regards his way of dealing with legend; that I do not allow suffi- 
cient weight to the authority of an historian so circumspect and so cold- 
blooded (den kalt-bluthigsten und besonnensten Historiker des Alterthums, 
p. 653) as a satisfactory voucher for the early facts of Grecian history in his 
preface (Herr G. Fehlt also, wenn er das anerkannt kritische Pro-cemium als 
Gewiahrsmann verschmaht, p. 654). 

No man feels more powerfully than I do the merits of Thucydidés as an 
historian, or the value of the example which he set in multiplying critical in- 
quiries respecting matters recent and verifiable. But the ablest judge or 
advocate, in investigating specific facts, can proceed no further than he finds 
witnesses haying the means of knowledge, and willing more or leas to tell 
truth. In reference to facts prior to 776 B.c., Thucydidés had nothing before 
him except the legendary poets, whose credibility is not at all enhanced by 
the circumstance that he accepted them as witnesses, applying himself only 
to cut down and modify their allegations. His credibility in regard to the 
specific facts of these early times depends altogether upon theirs. Now we 
in our day are in a better position for appreciating their credibility than he 
was in his, since the foundations of historical evidence are so much more fully 
understood, and good or bad materials for history are open to comparison in 
such large extent and variety. Instead of wondering that he shared the 
general faith in such delusive guides — we ought rather to give him credit 
for the reserve with which he qualified that faith, and for the sound idea of 
historical possibility to which he held fast as the limit of his confidence. 
But it is impossible to consider Thucydidés as a satisfactory guarantee 
(Gewahrsmann ) for matters of fact which he derives only from such sources. 

#rofessor Kortiim considers that I am inconsistent with myself in refusing 
to discriminate particular matters of historical fact among the legends — 
and yet in accepting these legends (in my chap. xx.) as giving a faithful mir 
ror of the general state of early Grecian society (p. 653). It appears to me 
that this is no inconsistency, but a real and important distinction. Whether 
Hérakks, Agamemnén, Odysseus, etc. were real persons,and perform2d all, 
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To touch a little upon the later historians by whom these 
mythes were handled, we find that Anaximenés of Lampsacus 
composed a consecutive history of events, beginning from the 
Theogony down to the battle of Mantineia.! But Ephorus pro- 
fessed to omit all the mythical narratives which are referred to 
times anterior to the return of the Herakleids, (such restriction 
would of course have banished the siege of Troy,) and even re- 
proved those who introduced mythes into historical writing; 
adding, that everywhere truth was the object to be aimed at.2 
Yet in practice he seems often to have departed from his own 
tule.3 ‘Theopompus, on the other hand, openly proclaimed that 


or a part, of the possible actions ascribed to them — I profess myself unable 
to determine But even assuming both the persons and their exploits to be 
fictions, these very fictions will have been conceived and put together in con- 
formity to the general social phenomena among which the describer and his 
hearers lived — and will thus serve as illustrations of the manners then preva- 
lent. In fact, the real value of the Preface of Thucydidés, upon which Pro- 
fessor Korttim bestows such just praise, consists, not in the particular facts 
which he brings out by altering the legends, but in the rational general views 
which he sets forth respecting early Grecian society, and respecting the steps 
as well as the causes whereby it attained its actual position as he saw it. 

Professor Kortiim also affirms that the mythes contain “real matter of 
fact along with mere conceptions :” which affirmation is the same as that of 
the Quarterly Reviewer, when he says that the mythopeeic faculty is not 
creative. Taking the mythes in the mass, I doubt not that this is true, nor 
have I anywhere denied it. Taking them one by one, IJ neither affirm nor 
deny it. My position is, that, whether there be matter of fact or not, we have 
no test whereby it can be singled out, identified, and severed trom the accom- 
panying fiction. And it lies upon those, who proclaim the practicability of 
such severance, to exhibit some means of verification better than any which 
has been yet pointed out. If Thucydidés has failed in doing this, it is cer- 
tain that none of the many authors who have made the same attempt after 
him have been more successful. 

It cannot surely be denied that the mythopeeic faculty is creative, when we 
have before us so many divine legends, not merely in Greece, but in other 
countries also. To suppose that these religious legends are mere exaggera- 
tions, etc. of some basis of actual fact —that the gods of polytheism were 
merely divinized men, with qualities distorted or feigned — would be to em- 
brace in substance the theory of Euémerus. 

1 Diodor. xv. 89. He was a contemporary of Alexander the Great. 

2 Diodor. iv. 1. Strabo, ix. p. 422, émiriujoag roic pAopvSovaw ev rH rIe 
blerwpiac ypad7. 

? Ephorus recounted the principal adventures of Héraklés (Fragm. 8. ® 
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he could narrate fables in his history better than Herodotus, or 
Ktesias, or Hellanicus.1 The fragments which remain to us, 
exhibit some proof that this promise was performed as to quan- 
tity ;2 though as to his style of narration, the judgment of Dio- 
nysius is unfavorable. Xenophdn ennobled his favorite amuse- 
ment of the chase by numerous examples chosen from the heroic 
world, tracing their portraits with all the simplicity of an undi- 
minished faith. Kallisthenés, like Ephorus, professed to omit all 
mythes which referred to a time anterior to the return of the Hera 

kleids; yet we know that he devoted a separate book or portion of 
his history to the Trojan war.? Philistus introduced some mythes 
in the earlier portions of his Sicilian history ; but'Timzeus was dis- 
tinguished above all others for the copious and indiscriminate way 
in which he collected and repeated such legends.4 Some of these 
ed. Marx.), the tales of Kadmus and Harmonia (Fragm. 12), the banish 

ment of Atdlus from Elis (Fragm. 15; Strabo, viii. p. 357); he drew in- 
ferences from the chronology of the Trojan and Theban wars (Fragm. 28) ; 
he related the coming of Deedalus to the Sikan king Kokalus, and the expe- 
dition of the Amazons (Fragm. 99-103). 

He was particularly copious in his information about xrioerc, drotkiat and 
ovyyeveiat (Polyb. ix. 1). 

1 Strabo, i. p. 74. 

2 Dionys. Halic. De Vett. Scriptt. Judic. p. 428, Reisk; lian, V. H. iii. 
18, Oedroproc...... dervdce wuSdOAoyoe. 

Theopompus affirmed, that the bodies of those who went into the forbid- 
den precinct (70 GBarov) of Zeus, in Arcadia, gave no shadow (Polyb. xvi. 
12). He recounted the story of Midas and Silénus (Fragm. 74, 75, 76, ed. 
Wichers) ; he said a good deal about the heroes of Troy; and he seems to 
have assigned the misfortunes of the Noorox to an historical cause — the rot- 
tenness of the Grecian ships, from the length of the siege, while the genuine 
epic ascribes it to the anger of Athéné (Fragm. 112, 113, 114; Schol. 
Homer. Iliad. ii. 185) ; he narrated an alleged expulsion of Kinyras from 
Cyprus by Agamemnon (Fragm. 111); he gave the genealogy of the Mace 
donian queen Olympias up to Achilles and Makus (Fragm. 232). 

3 Cicero, Epist. ad Familiar. v. 12; Kenophén de Venation. c¢. 1. 

* Philistus, Fragm. 1 (Goller), Deedalus, and Kokalus; about Liber and 
Juno (Fragm. 57) ; about the migration of the Sikels into Sicily, eighty years 
after the Trojan war (ap. Dionys. Hal. i. 8). 

Timaus Fragm. 50, 51, 52, 53, Géller) related many fables respecting 
Jasin, Médea, and the Argonauts generally. The miscarriage of the Athe 
Rian armament under Nikias, before Syracuse, is imputed to the anger of 
Héraklés against the Athenians because they came to assist the Egestans 
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writers employed their ingenuity in transforming the mythical 
circumstances into plausible matter of history: Ephorus, in par 
ticular, converted the serpent Pythd, slain by Apollo, into a ty- 
rannical king.! 

But the author who pushed this transmutation of legend into 
history to the greatest length, was the Messenian Euémerus, con- 
temporary of Kassander of Macedén. He melted down in this 
way the divine persons and legends, as well as the heroic — rep- 
resenting both gods and heroes as having been mere earthborn 
men, though superior to the ordinary level in respect of force 
and capacity, and deified or heroified after death as a recompense 
for services or striking exploits. In the course of a voyage into 
the Indian sea, undertaken by command of Kassander, Euémerus 
professed to have discovered a fabulous country called Panchaia, 
in which was a temple of the Triphylian Zeus: he there de- 
seribed a golden column, with an inscription purporting to have 
been put up by Zeus himself, and detailing his exploits while on 
earth.2 Some eminent men, among whom may be numbered 
Polybius, followed the views of Euémerus, and the Roman poet 
Ennius? translated his Historia Sacra; but on the whole he never 
acquired favor, and the unblushing inventions which he put into 
circulation were of themselves sufficient to disgrace both the au- 
thor and his opinions. The doctrine that all the gods had once 
existed as mere men offended the religious pagans, and drew 
upon Euémerus the imputation of atheism; but, on the other 
hand, it came to be warmly espoused by several of the Christian 
assailants of paganism,— by Minucius Felix, Lactantius, and 
St. Augustin, who found the ground ready prepared for them in 
their efforts to strip Zeus and the other pagan gods of the attri- 
butes of deity. They believed not only in the main theory, but 
also in the eop.ous details of Huémerus ; and the same man whom 
Strabo casts aside as almost a proverb for mendacity, was ex- 


descendants of Troy (Plutarch, Nikias, 1),—a naked reproduction of gen- 
uine epical agencies by an historian; also about Diomédés and the Dauni- 
ans; Phaéth6n and the river Eridanus; the combats of the Gigantes in the 
Phlegrzan plains (Fragm. 97, 99, 102) 

1 Strabo, ix. p. 422. 

2 Compare Diodér. v. 44-46; and Lactantius, De Falsd Relig. 1. 11. 

3 Cicero, De Naturd Depr. i. 42; Varro, De Re Rust. i. 48. 
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tolled by them as an excellent specimen of careful historical 
inquiry.} 

But though the pagan world repudiated that “lowering tone 
of explanation,” which effaced the superhuman personality of 
Zeus and the great gods of Olympus, the mythical persons and 
narratives generally came to be surveyed more and more from 
the point of view of history, and subjected to such alterations as 
might make them look more like plausible matter of fact. Po 
lybius, Strabo, Diodérus, and Pausanias, cast the mythes into 
historical statements — with more or less of transformation, as 
the case may require, assuming always that there is a basis of 
truth, which may be discovered by removing poetical exaggera- 
tions and allowing for mistakes. Strabo, in particular, lays down 
that principle broadly and unequivocally in his remarks upon 
Homer. To give pure fiction, without any foundation of fact, 
was in his judgment utterly unworthy of so great a genius; and 
he comments with considerable acrimony on the geographer Era- 
tosthenés, wh) maintains the opposite opinion. Again, Polybius 
tells us that the Homeric /Molus, the dispenser of the winds by 


1 Strabo, ii. p. 102. Ov roAd ody AgiveTal TadTa Tov NiVew kai Ednuépor 
Kal Avtipavouce pevoparwv; compare also i. p. 47, and ii. p. 104. 

St. Augustin, on the contrary, tells us (Civitat. Dei, vi. 7), “ Quid de ipse 
Jove senserunt, qui nutricem ejus in Capitolio posuerunt? Nonne attestati 
sunt omnes Euemero, qui non fabulosa garrulitate, sed historicd diligentid, 
homines faisse mortalesque conscripsit?” And Minucius Felix (Octay. 20- 
21), “ Huemerus exequitur Deorum natales: patrias, sepulcra dinumerat, et 
per provincias monstrat, Dictzi Jovis, et Apollinis Delphici, et Phariz Isidis, 
et Cereris Eleusinie.” Compare Augustin, Civit. Dei, xviii. 8-14; and 
Clemens Alexand. Cohort. ad Gent. pp. 15-18, Sylb. 

Lactantius (De Falsd Relig. c. 13, 14, 16) gives copious citations from 
Ennius’s translation of the Historia Sacra of Euémerus. 

Eijuepoc, 0 émikAndele ad_eoc, Sextus Empiricus, adv. Physicos, ix. § 17- 
51. Compare Cicero, De Nat. Deor. i. 42; Plutarch, De Iside et Osiride, 
c, 23. tom. ii. p. 475, ed. Wytt. 

Nitzsch assumes (Helden Sage der Griechen, sect. 7. p. 84) that the voy- 
age of Kuémerus to Panchaia was intended only as an amusing romance, 
and that Strabo, Polybius, Eratosthenés and Plutarch were mistaken in con- 
struing it as a serious recital. Bdéttiger, in his Kunst-Mythologie der Grie- 
chen (Absch. ii. s. 6. p. 190), takes thesame view. But not the least reason is 
given for adopting this opinion, and it seems to me far-fetched and improbable: 
Lobeck (Aglaopham. p. 989), though Nitzsch alludes to him as hclding i¢ 
manifests no such tendency, as far as I can observe. 
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appointment from Zeus, was in reality a man eminently skilled 
in navigation, and exact in predicting the weather ; that the Cy- 
elépes and Lestrygones ‘vere wild and savage real men in Sicily ; 
and that Scylla and Charybdis were a figurative representation 
of dangers arising from pirates in the Strait of Messina. Strabo 
speaks of the amazing expeditions of Dionysus and Héraklés, 
and of the long wanderings of Jasén, Menelaus, and Odysseus, 
in the same category with the extended commercial range of the 
Pheenician merchant-ships: he explains the report of Théseus 
and Peirithous having descended to Hadés, by their dangerous 
earthly pilgrimages, — and the invocation of the Dioskuri as the 
protectors of the imperiled mariner, by the celebrity which they 
had acquired as real men and navigators. 

Diodorus gave at considerable length versions of the current 
fables respecting the most illustrious names in the Grecian myth- 
ical world, compiled confusedly out of distinct and incongruous 
authors. Sometimes the mythe is reproduced in its primitive 
simplicity, but for the most part it is partially, and sometimes 
wholly, historicized. Amidst this jumble of dissentient authori- 
ties we can trace little of a systematic view, except the general 
conviction that there was at the bottom of the mythes a real 
chronological sequence of persons, and real matter of fact, his- 
torical or ultra-historical. Nevertheless, there are some few 
occasions on which Diodorus brings us back a step nearer to the 
point of view of the old logographers. For, in reference to 
Héraklés, he protests against the scheme of cutting down the 
mythes to the level of present reality, and contends that a special 
standard of ultra-historical credibility ought to be constituted, so 
as to include the mythe in its native dimensions, and do fitting 
honor to the grand, beneficent, and superhuman personality of 
Héraklés and other heroes or demi-gods. To apply to such per- 
sons the common measure of humanity (he says), and to cavil at 
the glorious picture which grateful man has drawn of them, is at 
once ungracious and irrational. All nice criticism into the truth 
of the legendary narratives is out of place: we show our reve- 
rence to the god by acquiescing in the incredibilities of his his- 
tory, and we must be content with the best guesses which we cag 
make, amidst the inextricable confusion and numberless discrep 
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ancies which they present.! Yet though Diodérus here exhibits 
a preponderance of the religious sentiment over the purely his- 
torical point of view, and thus reminds us of a period earlier 
than Thucydidés — he in another place inserts a series of stories 
which seem to be derived from Euémerus, and in which Uranus, 
Kronus, and Zeus appear reduced to the character of human 
kings celebrated for their exploits and benefactions.2 Many of 
the authors, whom Diodérus copies, have so entangled together 
Grecian, Asiatic, Egyptian, and Libyan fables, that it becomes 
impossible to ascertain how much of this heterogeneous mass can 
be considered as at all connected with the genuine Hellenic 
mind. 

Pausanias is far more strictly Hellenic in his view of the Gre- 
cian mythes than Diodérus: his sincere piety makes him inclined 
to faith generally with regard to the mythical narratives, but 
subject nevertheless to the frequent necessity of historicizing or 
allegorizing them. His belief in the general reality of the myth- 
ical history and chronology is complete, in spite of the many 


' Diodér. iv. 1-8. “Evo yap tév Gvayiwwoxdvtor, ot dikaia ypomuevor Kpicet. 
TaKplBéc eiGntovol év Taig apyatiarg pvdodoyiatc, éxion¢e Tolg mpaTTomévotg 
dy TO kad’ nude xpovy, Kai Ta dtoTalopeva TOV Epywv did TO wéyedoc, Ex TOD 
Kad’ abtod¢ Biov Texuapouevot, THY ‘HpakAéove Obvamy br tHe doGrveiac TOV 
viv dvdparav Sewpovolv, Bote dia THY brEepBoAny Tod peyéTove TOV Epyav 
arorelotat THY ypaonv. KatdAov yap év raicg apyaiate pudoaoyiate odk &k 
MavrTo¢g Tpomov TLKpac THY wAnVELav eEeTaoTEOV. Kal yap vy 
toicg Yeatpowg weTetomévor unre Kevrtratpore dipvetc && érepoyes 
vv oopatov brapsat, unre Inpvovyv tpioaparor, bua Toocdexbpmeda 
Ta¢ ToLab’Tacg “uVodkoyiac, kai Taig Entonpmaciate ovvavé. 
omer THY TOD Veot Timgv. Kal yap dromov, ‘Hpaxréa piv éti kar 
ivSparoue ovta Toi¢ idiowg movorg EENuEpGoat tiv oixovpévny, Tode 0 avdpa- 
rouc, éxiAatouévoug Tig Kowwne ebepyeciac, cvKOd~avTELY Tov éni Tote 
kaAAiorolg Epyoue Ematvor, etc. 

This is a remarkable passage : first, inasmuch as it sets forth the total inap- 
plicability of analogies drawn from the historical past as narratives about 
Hérakles ; next, inasmuch as it suspends the employment of criticsl and 
scientific tests, and invokes an acquiescence interwoven and identified with 
the feelings, as the proper mode of evincing pious reverence for the god 
Héraklés. It aims at reproducing exactly that state of mind to which the 
mythes were addressed, and with which alone they could ever be in thorough 
harmony. 

* Diodér. iii 45-60; v. 44-46. 


PALZEPHATUS. AIS 


discrepancies which he finds in it, and which he is unable te 


reconcile. 
Another author who seems to have conceived clearly, and 


applied consistently, the semi-historical theory of the Grecian 
mythes, is Palephatus, of whose work what appears to be a short 
abstract has been preserved.! In the short preface of this trea- 
tise “ concerning Incredible Tales,” he remarks, that some men, 
from want of instruction, believe all the current narratives ; while 
others, more searching and cautious, disbelieve them altogether. 
Each of these extremes he is anxious to avoid. On the one 
hand, he thinks that no narrative could ever have acquired cre- 
dence unless it had been founded in truth; on the other, it is 
impossible for him to accept so much of the existing narratives 
as conflicts with the analogies of present natural phenomena 
if such things ever had been, they would still continue to be — 
but they never have so occurred; and the extra-analogical features 
of the stories are to be ascribed to the license of the poets. Pala 

phatus wishes to adopt a middle course, neither accepting al! 
nor rejecting all: accordingly, he had taken great pains to sepas 
rate the true from the false in many of the narratives; he hae 
visited the localities wherein they had taken place, and mad 

careful inquiries from old men and others.? The results of hiy 


1The work of Palephatus, probably this original, is alluded to in the 
Ciris of Virgil (88):— 

“Docta Palephatia testatur voce papyrus.” 

The date of Palephatus is unknown—indeed this passage of the Cirs 
seems the only ground that there is for inference respecting it. That which 
we now possess is probably an extract from a larger work — made by another 
person at some later time: see Vossius de Historicis Grecis, p. 478, ed. 
Westermann. 

2 Palzphat. init. ap. Script. Mythogr. ed. Westermann, p. 268. To» 
av8porov ol wiv metVovtar maat Tog Aeyopévorc, Oe dvouiAntot codiac Kar 
éxvothnung — oi d& muKvorepotr THY dbowv Kal moAvTpaypoves axLoTODGL Td 
maparav pndév yevéoSar TovTwv. ‘Epot dé doxei yevéoSar ravtTa Ta Aeyi- 
EVE’ sees yevoueva O€ Tiva ol moital Kat Aoydypagor mapéTpeyav eic ve 
dmiotoTepov Kal Yavyaolorepov tod Cavudcery Evexa trode av8parove. ’Eya 
bt yivdoka, bre od ddvarat Ta ToLladTa sivae oia Kal Aéyerar’ TodTO dé Ka. 
SetAnga, bre ei un eyévero, obk dv eAéyero, 

The main assumption of the semi-historical theory is here shortly and 
learly stated. 

One of the early Christian writers, Minucius Felix, is astonished at the 
esy belief of his pagan forefathers in miracles. If ever such thiags had 
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researches are presented in a rew version of fifty legends, among 
the most celebrated and the most fabulous, comprising the Cen 
taurs, Pasiphaé, Akteon, Kadmus and the Sparti, the Sphinx, 
Cycnus, Daedalus, the Trojan horse, /Eolus, Scylla, Geryén, 
Bellerophon, ete. 

It must be confessed that Palephatus has performed his promise 
of transforming the “incredibilia” into narratives in themselves 
plausible and unobjectionable, and that in doing so he always 
follows some thread of analogy, real or verbal. The Centaurs 
(he tells us) were a body of young men from the village of 
Nephelé in Thessaly, who first trained and mounted horses for 
the purpose of repelling a herd of bulls belonging to Ixién king 
of the Lapithe, which had run wild and done great damage: 
they pursued these wild bulls on horseback, and pierced them 
with their spears, thus acquiring both the name of Prickers 
(xévrogeg) and the imputed attribute of joint body with the 
horse. Aktez6n was an Arcadian, who neglected the cultivation 
of his land for the pleasures of hunting, and was thus eaten up 
by the expense of his hounds. The dragon whom Kadmus 
killed at Thébes, was in reality Drako, king of Thébes; and the 
dragon’s teeth which he was said to have sown, and from whence 
sprung a crop of armed men, were in point of fact elephants’ 
teeth, which Kadmus as a rich Phoenician had brought over with 
him: the sons of Drako sold these elephants’ teeth and employed 
the proceeds to levy troops against Kadmus. Dedalus, instead 
of flying across the sea on wings, had escaped from Kréte in a 
swift sailing-boat under a violent storm: Kottus, Briareus, and 
Gygés were not persons with one hundred hands, but inhabitants 
of the village of Hekatoncheiria in Upper Macedonia, who 
warred with the inhabitants of Mount Olympus against the 
Titans: Scylla, whom Odysseus so narrowly escaped, was a faste 


been done in former times (he affirms), they would continue to be done now; 
as they cannot be done now, we may be sure that they never were really dene 
formerly (Minucius Felix, Octav. c. 20): “ Majoribus enim nostris tam facilis 
in mendaciis fides fuit, ut temeré crediderint etiam alia monstruosa mira 
miracula, Scyllam multiplicem, Chimeram multiformem, Hydram, et Cen: 
tauros. Quid illas aniles fabulas —de hominibus aves, et feras homines, e3 
de hominibus arbores atque flores? Que, si essent facta, ficrent ; quia fier 
gon possunt, ideo nec facta sunt.” 
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sailing piratical vessel, as was also Pegasus, the alleged winged 
horse of Bellerophén.! 

By such ingenious conjectures, Palephatus eliminates all the 
incredible circumstances, and leaves to us a string of tales per- 
fectly credible and commonplace, which we should readily believe, 
provided a very moderate amount of testimony could be pro- 
duced in their favor. If his treatment not only disenchants thc 
original mythes, but even effaces their generic and essential char- 
acter, we ought to remember that this is not more than what is 
done by Thucydidés in his sketch of the Trojan war. Palepha- 
tus handles the mythes consistently, according to the semi-his- 
torical theory, and his results exhibit the maximum which that 
theory can ever present. By aid of conjecture, we get out of the 
impossible, and arrive at matters intrinsically plausible, but to- 


1 Palephat. Narrat. 1, 3, 6, 13, 20,21, 29. Two short treatises on the same 
subject as this of Paleephatus, are printed along with it, both in the collection 
of Gale and of Westermann; the one, Heracliti de Incredibilibus, the other 
Anonymi de Incredibilibus. They both profess to interpret some of the extra- 
ordinary or miraculous mythes, and proceed in a track not unlike that of 
Palephatus. Scylla was a beautiful courtezan, surrounded with abominable 
parasites: she ensnared and ruined the companions of Odysseus, though he 
himself was prudent enough to escape her (Heraclit. c. 2. p. 313, West.) 
Atlas was a great astronomer: Pasiphaé fell in love with a youth named 
Taurus; the monster called the Chimera was in reality a ferocious queen, 
who had two brothers called Leo and Drako; the ram which carried Phryxus 
and Hellé across the Aigean was a boatman named Krias (Heraclit. c. 2, 6, 
15, 24). 

A great number of similar explanations are scattered throughout the 
Scholia on Homer and the Commentary of Eustathius, without specification 
of their authors. 

The6n considers such resolution of fable into plausible history as a proof 
of surpassing ingenuity (Progymnasmata, cap. 6, ap. Walz. Coll. Rhett 
Gree. i.p. 219). Others among the Rhetors, too, exercised their talents 
sometimes in vindicating, sometimes in controyerting, the probability of the 
ancient mythes. See the Progymnasmata of Nicolaus — Karackev? 6r1 
eixora Ta Kata NidBynv ’Avackevy bre odk eikoTa TA Kata Ne6Byv (ap. Walz, 
Coll. Rhetor. i. p. 284-318), where there are many specimens of this fanciful 
mode of handling. 

Plutarch, however, in one of his treatises, accepts Minotaurs, Sphinxes, 
Centaurs, etc. as realities; he treats them as products of the monstrous, 
incestuous, and ungovernable lusts of man, which he contrasts with the 
simple and moderate passions of animals (Plutareh, Gryllus, p. 990) 
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tally uncertified; beyond this point we cannot penetrate. without 
the light of extrinsic evidence, since there is no intrinsic mark to 
distinguish truth from plausible fiction.! 

It remains that we should notice the manner in which the an- 
cient mythes were received and dealt with by the philosophers, 
The earliest expression which we hear, on the part of philosophy, 
is the severe censure bestowed upon them on ethical grounds by 
Xenophanés of Kolophén, and seemingly by some others of his 
contemporaries.2 It was apparently in reply to such charges, 
which did not admit of being directly rebutted, that Theagenés 
of Rhégium (about 520 B. c.) first started the idea of a double 
meaning in the Homeric and Hesiodic narratives, — an interior 
sense, different from that which the-words in their obvious mean- 
ing bore, yet to a certain extent analogous, and discoverable by 
sagacious divination. Upon this principle, he allegorized espe- 
cially the battle of the gods in the Iliad.2 In the succeeding cen- 


1 The ivarned Mr. Jacob Bryant regards the explanations of Palesphatus’as 
if they were founded upon real fact. Te admits, for example, the city Ne 
phelé alleed by that author in his exposition of the fable of the Centaurs. 
Moreover, he speaks with much commendation of Palephatus generally: 
“ He (Palephatus) wrote early, and seems to have been a serious and sen- 
sible person; one who saw the absurdity of the fables upon which the 
theology of his country was founded.” (Ancient Mythology, vol. i. p. 411- 
435.) 

So also Sir Thomas Brown (Enquiry into Vulgar Errors, Book I. chap. 
Vi. p. 221, ed. 1835) alludes to Palzephatus as having incontestably pointed 
out the real basis of the fables. “And surely the fabulous inclination of 
those days was greater than any since; which swarmed so with fables, and 
from such slender grounds took hints for fictions, poisoning the world ever 
after: wherein how far they succeeded, may be exemplified from Palepha- 
tus, in his Book of Fabulous Narrations.” 

°’ Xenophan. ap. Sext. Empir. adv. Mathemat. ix. 198. He also disap- 
proved of the rites, accompanied by mourning and wailing, with which the 
Eleatés worshipped Leukothea: he told them, ei uév Gedv trokauBavovor, 
un Spnveiv: ei d8 dvSpwrov, uy Sdew (Aristotel. Rhet. ii. 28). 

Xenophanés pronounced the battles of the Titans, Gigantes, and Centaurs 
to be “ fictions of our predecessors,” tAdopata Tév mpotépwy (Xenophan. 
Fragm. 1. p. 42, ed. Schneidewin). 

See a curious comparison of the Grecian and Roman theology in Dionys, 
Ralicarn. Ant. Rom. ii. 20. 

* Schol. Miad. xx. 67: Tatian. adv. Gree. c. 48. Hérakleitus indignantly 
repeiled the impudent atheists who found fault with the divine mythes of the 
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tury, Anaxagoras and Metrodérus carried out the allegorical ‘ex 
planation more comprehensively and systematically ; the former 
Tepresenting the mythical personages as mere mental conceptions, 
invested with name and gender, and illustrative of ethical pre- 
cepts, — the latter connecting them with physical principles and 
phenomena. Metrodérus resolved not only the persons of Zeus, 
Heéré, and Athéné, but also those of Agamemnén, Achilles, and Hec- 
tor, into various elemental combinations and physical agencies, and 
treated the adventures ascribed to them as natural facts concealed 
under the veil of allegory.! Empedoklés, Prodikus, Antisthenés, 
Parmenidés, Hérakleidés of Pontus, and in a later age, Chrysip- 
pus, and the Stoic philosophers generally,? followed more or less 


Iliad, ignorant of their true allegorical meaning: 7 trav éripvopévur TO 
‘Oujpy ToAua tode “Hpac deopode aitiarat, kai vouivovow Any riva dawiaH 
Tyg atéov mpd¢ "Ounpov éxev paviag Tadta—'H od péuvy bre 7 expéuw 
tpoder, ete. AéAnde 0 abrode drt TobToLg Tolg Emeow éxteSeoddynrat 7 Tod 
TavToe yévEectc, Kal TA ovvEexac GdouEva TEOOapA OTOLYELAa TOUTWY TAY OTiywD 
éori ragi¢ (Schol. ad Hom. Iliad. xv. 18). 

? Diogen. Laért. ii. 11; Tatian. adv. Gree. c. 37 ; Hesychius, v. "Ayapép- 
vova. See the ethical turn given to the stories of Circé, the Sirens, and 
Scylla, in Xenoph. Memorab. i. 3, 7; ii. 6, 11-31. Syncellus, Chronic. p. 
149. ‘Epunvevovor dé of Avagayépetot tode pvdadete Seode, vodv uév Tov Aia, 
THv 68 ’ASnvav Téxvny, ete. 

Uschold and other modern German authors seem to have adopted in its 
full extent the principle of interpretation proposed by Metrodorus — treat- 
ing Odysseus and Penelopé as personifications of the Sun and Moon, ete 
See Helbig, Die Sittlichen Zustinde des Griechischen Helden Alters, Hinlei 
tung, p. xxix. (Leipzig, 1839.) 

Corrections of the Homeric text were also resorted to, in order to escape 
the necessity of imputing falsehood to Zeus (Aristotel. De Sophist. Elench. 
c. 4). 

a ee Empiric. ix. 18; Diogen. viii. 76; Plutarch, De Placit. Philo- 
soph. i. 3-6; De Poesi Homerica, 92-126; De Stoicor. Repugn. p. 1050 , 
Menander, De Encomiis, ¢. 5. 

Cicero, De Nat. Deor. i. 14, 15, 16,41; ii. 24-25. “Physica ratio non 
inelegans inclusa in impias fabulas.” 

In the Bacche of Euripidés, Pentheus is made to deride the tale of the 
motherless infant Dionysus having been sewn into the thigh of Zeus. ‘Tei- 
resiag, while reproving him for his impiety, explains the story away in a sort 
of allegory: the unpo¢ Avd¢ (he says) was a mistaken statement in place of 
the aidip ySova éyxvKAodvpevoc (Bacch 235-290). 

Lucretius (iii. 995-1036) allegorizes the conspicuous sufferers in Hadés,— 
Tantalus, Sisyphus, Tityus, and the Danaids, as well as the ministers of 
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the same principle of treating the popular gods as allegorical per 
sonages ; while the expositors of Homer (such as Stesimbrotus, 
Glauk6n, and others, even down to the Alexandrine age), though 
none of them proceeded to the same extreme length as Metrodé- 
rus, employed allegory amongst other media of explanation for 
the purpose of solving difficulties, or eluding reproaches against 
the poet. 

In the days of Plato and Zenophén, this allegorizing interpre- 
tation was one of the received methods of softening down the ob- 
noxious mythes — though Plato himself treated it as an insuffi- 
cient defence, seeing that the bulk of youthful hearers could not 
see through the allegory, but embraced the story literally as it 
was set forth.! Pausanias tells us, that when he first began to 
write his work, he treated many of the Greek legends as silly and 
undeserving of serious attention; but as he proceeded, he gradu- 
ally arrived at the full conviction, that the ancient sages had de- 
signedly spoken in enigmatical language, and that there was val- 
uable truth wrapped up in their narratives: it was the duty of a 
pious man, therefore, to study and interpret, but not to reject, 


penal infliction, Cerberus and the Furies. The first four are emblematic 
descriptions of various defective or vicious characters in human nature,— 
the deisidzmonic, the ambitious, the amorous, or the insatiate and querulous 
man; the last two represent the mental terrors of the wicked. 

1 Oi viv repli “Ounpov devvoi —so Plato calls these interpreters (Kratylus, 
p- 407); see also Xenoph. Sympos. iii. 6; Plato, Ion. p. 530; Plutarch, De 
Audiend. Poet. p. 19. bzévoca was the original word, afterwards succeeded 
by GAAnyopia. 

"Hpac 6& decuode kai ‘Hdaiorov pierce bd matpoc, uéAAOVTOG TH UNTpL TUT- 
Towévn auvveiv, kat Scouayiac boac "Owepoc meroinker, ob mapadeKréoy Eig 
THY TAY, OUT’ Ev Hrovotate TET OLHMEVAL, OUT GvEV UTOVOL- 
Ov. ‘O yap véog oby’ oid¢ te Kpivetv 6,7t Te bmOVOLA Kai O pH, GAN G dr 
tHAtKkodTo¢ Ov AGBy év Taic dogarc, dvoéKvinTa TE Kal GweTdoTarTa glAel yry- 
veovat (Plato, Republ. ii. 17. p. $78). 

The idea of an interior sense and concealed purpose in the ancient poeta 
occurs several times in Plato (Theztet. c. 93. p. 180): mapa piv Tov dpyaiwy, 
ueTa ToLjoewc ExLKpUTTOMEVOY Tode TOAAOdE, etc.; also Protagor. c. 20. p. 
316. 

“Modo Stoicum Homerum faciunt, — modo Epicureum, — modo Peripas 
teticum,—modo Academicum. Apparat nihil horum esse in illo, quia 
omnia sunt.” (Seneca, Ep. 88.) Compare Plutarch, De Defectu Oracul. « 
1-12. t. ii. p. 702, Wytt., and Julian, Orat. vii. p. 216 
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storics current and accredited respecting the gods.! And others, 
—— arguing from the analogy of the religious mysteries, which could 
not be divulged without impiety to any except such as had been 
specially admitted and initiated, — maintained that it would be a 
profanation to reveal directly to the vulgar, the genuine scheme 
of nature and the divine administration: the ancient poets and 
philosophers had taken the only proper course, of talking to the 
many in types and parables, and reserving the naked truth for 
privileged and qualified intelligences.2 The altegorical mode of 
explaining the ancient fables3 became more and more popular in 


1 Pausan. viii. 8,2. To the same purpose (Strabo, x. p. 474), allegory is 
admitted to a certain extent in the fables by Dionys. Halic. Ant. Rom. ii. 20. 
The fragment of the lost treatise of Plutarch, on the Platzean festival of the 
Deedala, is very instructive respecting Grecian allegory (Fragm. ix. t. 5. p. 
754-763, ed. Wyt.; ap. Euseb. Prepar. Evang. iii. 1). 

? This doctrine is set forth in Macrobius (i. 2). He distinguishes between 
fabula and fubulosa narratio: the former is fiction pure, intended either to 
amuse or to instruct —the latter is founded upon truth, either respecting 
human or respecting divine agency. The gods did not like to be publicly 
talked of (according to his view) except under the respectful veil of a fabl9 
(the same feeling as that of Herodotus, which led him to refrain from insert- 
ing the /epot Adyor in his history). The supreme god, the 7éya8dv, the 
mporov atrcov, could not be talked of in fables: but the other gods, the aéria. 
or sethereal powers and the soul, might be, and ought to be, talked of in that 
manner alone. Only superior intellects ought to be admitted to a knowledge 
of the secret reality. “ De Diis ceteris, et de anima, non frustra se, nec ué 
oblectent, ad fabulosa convertunt; sed quia sciunt inimicam esse nature aper- 
tam nudamque expositionem sui: qus sicut vulgaribus sensibus hominum 
intellectum sui, vario rerum tegmine operimentoque, subtraxit; ita a pra 
dentibus arcana sua voluit per fabulosa tractari...... Adeo semper ita se et 
sciri et coli numina maluerunt, qualiter in vulgus antiquitus fabulata est, 
OUT Secundum hee Pythagoras ipse atque Empedocles, Parmenides quo« 
que et Heraclides, de Diis fabulati sunt: necsecus Timzeus.” Compare also 
Maximus Tyrius, Dissert. x. and xxxii. Arnobius exposes the allegorical 
interpretation as mere evasion, and holds the Pagans to literal historical fact 
{ Adv. Gentes, v. p. 185, ed. Elm.). 

Respecting the allegorical interpretation applied to the Greek fables, 
Bottiger (Die Kunst— Mythologie der Griechen, Abschn. ii. p. 176): 
Nitzsch (Heldensage der Griech. sect. 6. p. 78); Lobeck (Aglaopham. p. 
188-155). 

3 According to the anonymous writer ap. Westermann (Script. Myth. p. 
$28), every personal or denominated god may be construed in three differen: 
@ays: either ™payyatiKac (historically, as having been a king or a man)— 
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the third and fourth centuries after the Christian era, especially 
among the new Platonic philosophers; being both congenial to 


or puyixGc, m which theory Héré signifies the soul; Athéné, prudence ; 
Aphrodité, desire ; Zeus, mind, etc. — or orovxerakdc, in which system Apollo 
signifies the sun ; Poseid6n, the sea; Héré, the upper stratum of the air, or 
ether ; Athéné, the lower or denser stratum; Zeus, the upper hemisphere ; 
Kronus, the lower, ete. This writer thinks that all the three principles of 
construction may be resorted to, each on its proper occasion, and that neither 
of them excludes the others. It will be seen that the first is pure Huemer- 
ism ; the two latter are modes of allegory. 

The allegorical construction of the gods and of the divine mythes is copi- 
ously applied in the treatises, both of Phurnutus and Sallustius, in Gale’s 
collection of mythological writers. Sallustius treats the mythes as of divine 
origin, and the chief poets as inspired (OedAnmror): the gods were propitious 
to those who recounted worthy and creditable mythes respecting them, and 
Sallustius prays that they will accept with favor his own remarks (cap. 3 
and 4. pp. 245-251, Gale). He distributes mythes into five classes; theo- 
logical, physical, spiritual, material, and mixed. He defends the practice of 
speaking of the gods under the veil of allegory, much in the same way as 
Macrobius (in the preceding note): he finds, moreover, a good excuse even 
for those mythes which imputed to the gods theft, adultery, outrages towards 
a father, and other enormities: such tales (he says) were eminently suitable, 
since the mind must at once see that the facts as told are not to be taken as 
being themselves the real truth, but simply as a veil, disguising some interior 
truth (p. 247). 

Besides the Life of Homer ascribed to Plutarch (see Gale, p. 325-332), 
Héraclidés (not Héraclidés of Pontus) carries out the process of allegorizing 
the Homeric mythes most earnestly and most systematically. The applica- 
tion of the allegorizing theory is, in his view, the only way of rescuing 
Homer from the charge of scandalous impiety —évty yap joébnoev, et 
pndev 7AAnyopyoev (Hérac. in init. p. 407, Gale). Te proves at length, that 
the destructive arrows of Apollo, in the first book of the Hiad, mean nothing 
at the bottom except a contagious plague, caused by the heat of the summer 
sun in marshy ground (pp. 416-424). Athéné, who darts down from Olym- 
pus at the moment when Achilles is about to draw his sword on Agamem- 
non, and seizes him by the hair, is a personification of repentant prudence 
(p. 435). The conspiracy against Zeus, which Homer (Iliad, i. 400) relates 
to have been formed by the Olympic gods, and defeated by the timely aid of 
Thetis and Briareus — the chains and suspension imposed upon Héré — the 
sasting of Héphestos by Zeus out of Olympus, and his fall in Lémnus — 
the destruction of the Grecian wall by Poseidén, after the departure of the 
Greeks — the amorons scene between Zeus and Héré on Mount Gargarus — 
the distribution of the universe between Zeus, Poseidén, and Hadés — all 
these he resolves into peculiar manifestations and conflicts of the elemental 
substances in nature. To the much-decried battle of the gods, ke gives a 
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their orientalized turn of thought, and useful as a shield against 
the attacks of the Christians. 

It was from the same strong necessity, of accommodating the 
old mythes to a new standard both of belief and of appreciation, 
that both the historical and the allegorical schemes of transform- 
ing them arose; the literal narrative being decomposed for the 
purpose of arriving at a base either of particular matter of fact, 


turn partly physical, partly ethical (p. 481). In like manner, he transforms 
and vindicates the adventures of the gods in the Odyssey: the wanderings 
of Odysseus, together with the Lotophagi, the Cyclops, Circé, the Sirens, 
Miolus, Seylla, ete. he resolves into a series of temptations, imposed as a 
trial upon a man of wisdom and virtue, and emblematic of human life (p. 
496). The story of Arés, Aphrodité, and Héphestos, in the eighth book of 
the Odyssey, seems to perplex him more than any other: he offers two 
explanations, neither of which seems satisfactory even to himself (p. 494}. 

An anonymous writer in the collection of Westermann (pp. 329-344) has 
discussed the wanderings of Odysseus upon the same ethical scheme of in- 
terpretation as Héraclidés: he entitles his treatise “A short essay on the 
Wanderings of Odysseus in Homer, worked out in conjunction with ethical 
reflections, and rectifying what is rotten in the story, as well as may be, for 
the benefit of readers.” (7d yvdov catpdv Yeparevovoa.) The author 
resolves the adventures of Odysseus into narratives emblematic of different 
situations and trials of human life. Scyllaand Charybdis, for example (c. & 
p. 338), represent, the one, the infirmities and temptations arising out of the 
body, the other, those springing from the mind, between which man is called 
upon to steer. The adventure of Odysseus with Aolus, shows how little good 
a virtuous man does himself by seeking, in case of distress, aid from conjurors 
and evil enchanters; the assistance of suah allies, however it may at first 
promise well, ultimately deceives the person who accepts it, and renders him 
worse off than he was before (c. 3. p. 332). By such illustrations does the 
author sustain his general position, that there is a great body of valuable 
ethical teaching wrapped up in the poetry of Homer. 

Proclus is full of similar allegorization, both of Homer and Hesiod: the 
third Excursus of Heyne ad Iliad. xxiii. (vol. viii. p. 563), De Allegoria 
Homericé, contains a valuable summary of the general subject. 

The treatise De Astrologid, printed among the works of Lucian, contains 
specimens of astrological explanations applied to many of the Grecian 
udSot, which the author as a pious man cannot accept in their literal mean- 
ing. “How does it consist with holiness (he asks) to believe that /Eneas 
was son of Aphrodité, Minds of Zeus, or Askalaphus of Mars? No; these 
were men born under the favorable influences of the planets Venus, Jupiter, 
and Mars.” He considers the principle of astrological explanation peculiarly 
fit to be applied to the mythes of Homer and Hesiod (Lucian, De Astrologia 


9] -22). 
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or of general physical or moral truth. Instructed men were 
commonly disposed to historicize only the heroic legends, and to 
allegorize more or less of the divine legends: the attempt of 
Euémerus to historicize the latter was for the most part denounced 
as irreligious, while that of Metrodérus to allegorize the former 
met with no success. In allegorizing, moreover, even the divine 
legends, it was usual to apply the scheme of allegory only to the 
inferior gods, though some of the great Stoic philosophers car- 
ried it farther, and allegorized all the separate personal gods, 
leaving only an all-pervading cosmic Mind,! essential as a co- 
efficient along with Matter, yet not separable from Matter. But 
many pious pagans seem to have perceived that allegory pushed 
to this extent was fatal to all living religious faith,? inasmuch as 
it divested the gods of their character of Persons, sympathizing 
with mankind and modifiable in their dispositions according to 
the conduct and prayers of the believer: and hence they per- 
mitted themselves to employ allegorical interpretation only to 
some of the obnoxious legends connected with the superior gods, 
leaving the personality of the latter unimpeached. 

One novelty, however, introduced seemingly by the philosopher 
Empedoklés and afterwards expanded by others, deserves notice, 
inasmuch as it modified considerably the old religious creed by 
drawing a pointed contrast between gods and demons, — a dis- 
tinction hardly at all manifested in Homer, but recognized in the 
Works and Days of Hesiod.2 Empedoklés widened the gap be- 
tween the two, and founded upon it important consequences. The 
gods were good, immortal, and powerful agents, having freewill 


1 See Ritter, Geschichte der Philosophie, 2nd edit. part 3. book 11. chap. 4. 
p. 592; Varro ap. Augustin. Civitat. Dei, vi. 5,ix. 6; Cicero, Nat. Deor. ii. 
24-28, 

Chrysippus admitted the most important distinction between Zeus and the 
other gods (Plutarch. de Stoicor. Repugnant. p. 1052.) 

* Plutarch. de Isid. et Osirid. c. 66. p. 377; c. 70. p. 379. Compare on 
this subject O. Miiller, Prolegom. Mythol. p. 59 seg., and Eckermann, Lehr- 
buch der Religions Geschichte, vol. i. sect. ii. p. 46. 

° Hesiod, Opp. et Di. 122: to the same effect Pythagoras and Thalés 
thogen. Laér. viii. 32; and Plutarch, Placit. Philos. i. 8). 

The Hesiodic demons are all good: Athenagoras (Legat. Chr. p. 8) says 
that Thalés admitted a distinction between good and bad damors. wnich 
seems very doubtful. 
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and intelligence, but without appetite, passion, or infirmity: the 
demons were of a mixed nature between gods and men, ministers 
and interpreters from the former to the latter, but invested also 
with an agency and dispositions of their own. They were very 
long-lived, but not immortal, and subject to the passions and pro- 
pensities of men, so that there were among them beneficent and 
maleficient demons with every shade of intermediate difference.! 


1 The distinction between Ocol and Aaiyovec is especially set forth in the 
treatise of Plutarch, De Defectu Oraculorum, capp. 10, 12, 13, 15, ete. He 
seems to suppose it traceable to the doctrine of Zoroaster or the Orphie 
mysteries, and he represents it as relieving the philosopher from great per- 
plexities : for it was difficult to know where to draw the line in admitting or 
rejecting divine Providence: errors were committed sometimes in affirming 
God to be the cause of everything, at other times in supposing him to be the 
cause of nothing. “Eze? 76 dsopicat THe ypnoréoy Kal wéxpl TLvwY TH Tpovoia, 
xarerdy, of wiv oddevde dtAde Tov edv, of db? duod Te TavTwY aiTLov rot- 
adYTEC, GOTOYOUSL TOU MeTPLOV Kal MpéerovToc. Ed piv ody Aéyovor ob Aé- 
yovrec, bre WAatwy 7d raic yevvwpévare molornow brokeipevov orovyetov 
eevpdv, 6 viv bAny Kal pdvowy Kahodtoly, ToAAGY amHnAdagse Kal wEeyGAwv dro- 
pldv rode diAocddovg* éuot dé dokovor mAEiovac Adoar Kal wsiLovac aropiag ol 
rd TOv daudvav yévog tv uéow Sedv kal avSporwr, kal Tpédrov Tiva THY 
Kowvoviav nudv obvayov ei¢ TavTO Kal obvantov, éevpdvrec (c. 10). ‘H dat 
ubvor boc tyovoa Kai ra8oc Yvyntod Kal Seod ddvaucy (c. 18). 

Elo? yap, o¢ év dvSparose, kai daipoow dpetig dtagopal, kai rod radyTiKod 
kat dAdyov Toi¢ wiv aotevic Kai duavpdyv Ett Aginpavoy, Gorep TEepitTopa, TotE 
$8 road Kal dvoxaraoBectov éEveoriv, Ovixvy kal obpBoAa ToAAayod Shoat 
kal tereral al uvSodoyiar o@fovor kal diagvAarrovowy évdteomappéva (ib.) . 
compare Plutarch. de Isid. et Osir. 25. p. 360. 

Kal piv bcac évte witorcg kal buvorg Aéyovot kal gdovor, 
“ovo pev dprayac, TodTo dé mAdvac Seay, xpirpere Te Kal puydc¢ Kal AaTpetac, 
ob Year eioiv GAA Saipovev madjuara, ete. (c. 15): also c. 23; also De Isid. 
et Osir. c. 25. p. 366. 

Human sacrifices and other objectionable rites are excused, as necessary 
for the purpose of averting the anger of bad demons (c. 14-15). 

Empedoklés is represented as the first author of the doctrine which im- 
puted vicious and abominable dispositions to many of the dxmons (c. 15, 
16, 17, 20), tode eloayopévovg bmd ’Euredoxdéove daiwovac; expelled from 
heaven by the gods, %e7AaTou kat odpavorereic (Plutarch, De Vitand. Aér. 
Alien. p. 830) ; followed by Plato, Xenokratés, and Chrysippus, c. 17: com- 
pare Plato ‘Apolog. Socrat. p. 27; Politic. p. 271; Symposion, c. 28. p. 203), 
though he seems to treat the daiuovec as defective and mutable beings, rather 
than actively maleficent. Xenokratés represents some of them both as wick- 
ed and powerful ina high degree: — Zevoxparne kal TOv huepOv Tag aro 


496 HISTORY OF GREECE. 


It had been the mistake (according to these philosophers) of the 
old mythes to ascribe to the gods proceedings really belonging te 
the demons, who were always the immediate communicants with 
mortal nature, inspiring prophetic power to the priestesses of the 
oracles, sending dreams and omens, and perpetually interfering 
either for good or for evil. The wicked and violent damons, 
having committed many enormities, had thus sometimes incurred 
punishment from the gods: besides which, their bad dispositicns 
had imposed upon men the necessity of appeasing them by reli- 
gious ceremonies of a kind acceptable to such beings: hence, the 
human sacrifices, the violent, cruel, and obscene exhibitions, the 
wailings and fastings, the tearing and eating of raw flesh, which 
it had become customary to practise on various consecrated occa- 
sions, and especially in the Dionysiac solemnities. Moreover, the 
discreditable actions imputed to the gods, — the terrific combats, 
the T'yphonic and Titanic convulsions, the rapes, abductions, flight, 
servitude, and concealment, — all these were really the doings and 
sufferings of bad demons, placed far below the sovereign agency 
— equable, undisturbed, and unpolluted — of the immortal gods. 
The action of such demons upon mankind was fitful and inter- 
mittent: they sometimes perished or changed their local abode, 
so that orecles which had once been inspired became after a time 
forsaken and disfranchized.! 

This distinction between gods and demons appeared to save 
in a great degree both the truch of the old legends and the dige 


gpadac, kal THY éoprdv boat TAnyac TLvag }} KoTETOdG, 7) vnoTEtac, 7) Svodnptac, 
H aioxyporoyiav éyovoww, obte Yedv Tiuaic odte daiudvur olerat mpoohKew 
XONOTOv, GAN’ eivar bocce ev TH Tweptéyovrs peyaAac uev Kai loyvpdac, dvotpés- 
move dé Kal oxvdpwordc, ai yaipovot Tol¢g ToLobrote, Kat TVY XG 
vovoat tpoco odSéiv GAho yetpov tTpéxovrat (Plutarch, Ne Isid. 
ut Osir. c. 26. p. 361; Question. Rom. p. 283): compare Stobseus, Eclog. 
Phys. i. p. 62. 

* Plutarch, De Defect. Orac. c. 15. p. 418. Chrysippus admitted, among 
tne various conceivable causes to account for the existence of evil, the suppo 
sition of some negligent and reckless demons, datudvia gavad év ole rH dvte 
yivovta: kal éynAnréat 4éAevac (Plutarch, De Stoicor. Reptgnant. p. 1051). 
A distinction, which I do not fully understand, between Seo and daiuoves, 
was also adopted among the Locrians at Opus: daiuwv with them seems t@ 


have been equivalent to jw (Plutarch, Questioa. Gree. c. 6. p- 292)’ see 
the note above, pp. 350-351. 
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nity of the gods: it obviated the necessity of pronouncing either 
that the gods were unworthy, or the legends untrue. Yet although 
devised for the purpose of satisfying a more scrupulous religious 
sensibility, it was found inconvenient afterwards, when assailants 
arose against paganism generally. For while it abandoned as 
indefensible a large portion of what had once been genuine faith, 
it still retained the same word demons with an entirely altered 
signification. The Christian writers in their controversies found 
ample warrant among the earlier pagan authors! for treating all 
the gods as demons — and not less ample warrant among the later 
pagans for denouncing the demons generally as evil beings.2 
Such were the different modes in which the ancient mythes 
were treated, during the literary life of Greece, by the four classes 
above named — poets, logographers, historians, and philosophers. 
Literal acceptance, and unconscious, uninquiring faith, such as 
they had obtained from the original auditors to whom they were 
addressed, they now found only among the multitude — alike 
retentive of traditional feeling? and fearful of criticizing the pro- 


1 Tatian. adv. Greecos, c. 20; Clemens Alexandrin. Admonit. ad Gentes, 
pp- 26-29, Sylb.; Minuc. Felix, Octav. c. 26. “Istiigitur impuri spiritus, ut 
9stensum a Magis, a philosophis, a Platone, sub statuis et imaginibus conse- 
erati delitescunt, et aflatu suo quasi auctoritatem preesentis numinis conse- 
quuntur,” etc. This, like so many other of the aggressive arguments of the 
Christians against paganism, was taken from the pagan philosophers them 
selves. 

Lactantius, De Vera Philosophid, iv. 28. “Ergo iidem sunt Dmones, 

10s fatentur execrandos esse: iidem Dii, quibus supplicant. Si nobis cre- 
d-ndum esse non putant, credant Homero; qui summum illum Jovem Da 
monibus aggregavit,” etc. 

2 See above, Chapter I. p. 70, the remarks on the Hesiodic Theogony. 

3 A destructive inundation took place at Pheneus in Arcadia, seemingly 
m the time of Plutarch: the subterranean outlet (Bapatpov) of the river 
had become blocked up, and the inhabitants ascribed the stoppage to the 
anger of Apollo, who had been provoked by the stealing of the Pythian 
tripod by Héraklés: the latter had carried the tripod to Pheneus and de- 
posited it there. *Ap’ oby ovK atomaTepo¢ To’TwY 6 ’ATOAAW?, ci DEvEeatag 
GroAAvot rode viv, Eudpasac Td BapaSpor, kat katakAvoag THv Yopav aracayv 
abrév, bre mpd yiAiwv Erwv, de paciv, 6 ‘HpakAje avacracag dv 1pimoda 
Tov pavTiKov cig Pevedv annveyke; (Plutarch. de Sera Numin. Vindicta, 
p. 577; compare Pausan. viii. 14, 1.) The expression of Plutarch, that 
the abstraction of the tripod by Héraklés had taken place 1000 years 
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ceedings of the gods.! Bat with instructed men they became 
rather subjects of respectful and curious analysis — all agreeing 
that the Word as tendered to them was inadmissible, yet all equally 
convinced that it contained important meaning, though hidden 
yet not undiscoverable. A very large proportion of the force 
of Grecian intellect was engaged in searching after this unknown 
base, by guesses, in which sometimes the principle of semi-his 
torical interpretation was assumed, sometimes that of allegori 
cal, without any collateral evidence in either case, and without 
possibility of verification. Out of the one assumption grew a 
string of allegorized phenomenal truths, out of the other a long 
series of seeming historical events and chronological persons, —= 
both elicited from the transformed mythes and from nothing 
else.? 


before, is that of the critic, who thinks it needful to historicize and chronol- 
ogize the genuine fegend ; which, to an inhabitant of Pheneus, at the time of 
the inundation, was doubtless as little questioned as if the theft of Héraklés 
had been laid in the preceding generation. 

Agathoclés of Syracuse committed depredations on the coasts of Ithaca 
and Korkyra: the excuse which he offered was, that Odysseus had come to 
Sicily and blinded Polyphémus, and that on his return he had been kindly 
received by the Phzakians (Plutarch, 2d.). 

This is doubtless a jest, either made by Agathoclés, or more probably ite 
vented for him; but it is founded upon a popular belief. 

1“ Sanctiusque et reverentius visum, de actis Deorum credere quam scire.” 
(Tacit. German. c, 34.) 

aristidés, however, represents the Homeric theology (whether he would 
have included the Hesiodic we do not know) as believed quite literally among 
the multitude in his time, the second century after Christianity (Aristid. Orat. 
iii. p. 25). ’Amopd, dry mote ypn pe dradéoSar pel tudv, méTEepa Ge Toi¢ 
monAoic doxel kat ‘Ounpy 6 ovvdoxel, SeGv nadjpara ovureodivar Kal jude, 
olov ’Apéoc déoua Kat "AndAAwvoe Syreiag Kal Hoaiorov piperc cic Sadaccay, 
obra dé Kat "Ivove dyn Kal gvydc tevac. Compare Lucian, Zed¢e Tpayadog, 
¢. 20, and De Luctu, c. 2; Dionys. Halicar. A. R. ii. p. 90, Sylb. 

Kallimachus (Hymn. ad Jov. 9) distinctly denied the statement of the 
Kretans that they possessed in Kréte the tomb of Zeus, and treated it as af 
instance of Kretan mendacity;, while Celsus did not deny it, but explained 
it in some figurative manner — aiverréuevoc tpomixde brovotac (Origen. cont 
Celsum, iii. p. 137). 

* There is here a change as compared with my first edition; J had inserted 
here some remarks on the allegorical theory of interpretation, as compareg 
with the semi-historical. An able article on my work (in the Ediv burgh 
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Che utmost which we accomplish by means of the semi-his 
trical theory, even in its most successful applications, is, that 
after leaving out from the mythical narrative all that is miracu- 
lous or high-colored or extravagant, we arrive at a series of credi- 
ble incidents — incidents which may, perhaps, have really occur 
red, and against which no intrinsic presumption can be raised. 
This is exactly the character of a well-written modern novel (as, 
for example, several among the compositions of Defoe), the whole 
story of which is such as may well have occurred in real life: it 
is plausible fiction, and nothing beyond. To raise plausible fic- 
tion up to the superior dignity of truth, some positive testimony 
9r positive ground of inference must be shown; even the highest 
measure of intrinsic probability is not alone sufficient. A man 
who tells us that, on the day of the battle of Plateea, rain fell on 
the spot of ground where the city of New York now stands, will 
neither deserve nor obtain credit, because he can have had no 
means of positive knowledge; though the statement is not in the 
slightest degree improbable. On the other hand, statements in 
themselves very improbable may well deserve belief, provided 
they be supported by sufficient positive evidence; thus the canal 
dug by order of Xerxés across the promontory of Mount Athos, 
and the sailing of the Persian fleet through it, is a fact which 1 
believe, because it is well-attested — notwithstanding its remark- 
able improbability, which so far misled Juvenal as to induce him 
to single out the narrative as a glaring example of Grecian men- 
dacity.' Again, many critics have observed that the general tale 
of the Trojan war (apart from the superhuman agencies) is not 
more improbable than that of the Crusades, which every one ad- 
mits to be an historical fact. But (even if we grant this position, 
which is only true to a small extent), it is not sufficient to show 
an analogy between the two cases in respect to negative presump- 
tions alone; the analogy ought to be shown to hold between them 


Review, October 1846), pointed out that those remarks required modification 
and that the idea of allegory in reference to the construction of the mythea 
‘was altogether inadmissible, 

1 Juvenal, Sat. x. 174: — 


* Creditur olim 
Velificatus Athos, et quantum Grecia mendax 
Audet in historia,” ete. 
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in respect to positive certificate also. The Crusades area curious 
phenomenon in history, but we accept them, nevertheless, as an 
unquestionable fact, because the antecedent improbability is sur- 
mounted by adequate contemporary testimony. When the like 
testimony, both in amount and kind, is produced to establish the 
historical reality of a Trojan war, we shall not hesitate to deal 
with the two events on the same footing. 

In applying the semi-historical theory to Grecian mythical nar- 
rative, it has been often forgotten that a certain strength of testi- 
mony, or positive ground of belief, must first be tendered, before 
we can be called upon to discuss the antecedent probability or 
improbability of the incidents alleged. The belief of the Greeks 
themselves, without the smallest aid of special or contemporary 
witnesses, has been tacitly assumed as suflicient to support the 
case, provided only sufficient deduction be made from the mythi- 
cal narratives to remove all antecedent improbabilities. It has 
been taken for granted that the faith of the people must have 
rested originally upon some particular historical event, involving 
the identical persons, things, and places which the original mythes 
exhibit, or at least the most prominent among them. But when 
we examine the pyschagogic influences predominant in the so- 
ciety among whom this belief originally grew up, we shall see 
that their belief is of little or no evidentiary value, and that the 
growth and diffusion of it may be satisfactorily explained without 
supposing any special basis of matters of fact. The popular 
faith, so far as it counts for anything, testifies in favor of the en- 
tire and literal mythes, which are now universally rejected as 
incredibne.!| We have thus the very minimum of positive proof, 


"Colonel Sleeman observes, respecting the Hindoo historical mind — 
“History to this people is all a fairy tale.” (Rambles and Recollections of 
an Indian Official, vol. i. ch. ix. p. 70.) And again, “The popular poem of 
the Ramaen describes the abduction of the heroime by the monster king of 
Ceylon, Rawun; and her recovery by means of the monkey general, Hun- 
nooman. Hvery word of this poem, the people assured me was written, if 
not by the hand of the Deity himself, at least by his inspiration, which was 
the same thing — and it must consequently be true. Ninety-nine out of a 
hundred, among the Hindoos, implicitly believe, not only every word of the 
poem, but every word of every poem that has ever been written in Sanscrit. 
If you ask a man whether he really believes any very egregious absurdity 
quoted from these books, he replies, with the greatest nvtveté in the world, Is 
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and the maximum of negative presumption: we may diminish 
the latter by conjectural omissions and interpolations, but we can- 
not by any artifice increase the former: the narrative ceases to 
be incredible, but it still remains uncertified, —a mere common. 
place possibility. Nor is fiction always, or essentially, extrava- 
gant and incredible. It is often not only plausible and coherent, 
but even more like truth (if a paradoxical phrase may be allow- 
ed) than truth itself. Nor can we, in the absence of any extrin- 
sic test, reckon upon any intrinsic mark to discriminate the one 


from the other.! 


it not written in the book; and how should it be there written, if not true? 
The Hindoo religion reposes upon an entire prostration of mind, — that 
continual and habitual surrender of the reasoning faculties, which we are 
accustomed to make occasionally, while engaged at the theatre, or in the 
perusal of works of fiction. We allow the scenes, characters, and incidents, 
to pass before our mind’s eye, and move our feelings — without stopping a 
moment to ask whether they are real or true. There is only this difference 
— that with people of education among us, even in such short intervals of 
illusion or abandon, any extravagance in the acting, or flagrant improbability 
in the fiction, destroys the charm, breaks the spell by which we have been so 
mysteriously bound, and restores us to reason and the realities of ordinary 
life. With the Hindoos, on the contrary, the greater the improbability, the 
more monstrous and preposterous the fiction —the greater is the charm it 
has over their minds; and the greater their learning in the Sanscrit, the 
more are they under the influence of this charm. Believing all to be written 
by the Deity, or under his inspirations, and the men and things of former 
days to have been very different from men and things of the present day, 
and the heroes of these fables to have been demigods, or people endowed 
with powers far superior to those of the ordinary men of their own day — 
the analogies of nature are never for a moment considered ; nor do questions 
of probability, or possibility, according to those analogies, ever obtrude to 
dispel the charm with which they are so pleasingly bound. They go on 
through life reading and talking of these monstrous fictions, which shock 
the taste and understanding of other nations, without ever questioning ‘ne 
truth of one single incident, or hearing it questiened. There was a time, 
and that not far distant, when it was the same in England, and in every 
other European nation; and there are, I am afraid, some parts of Europe 
where it is so still. But the Hindoo faith, so far as religious questions are 
eoncerned, is not more capacious or absurd than that of the Greeks or Ro 
mans in the days of Socrates or Cicero: the only difference is, that among 
the Hindoos a greater number of the questions which interest mankind are 
brought under the head of religion.” (Sleeman, Rambles, etc., vol. i. ch 
Xxvi. p. 227: compare vol. ii. ch. v. p. 51; vill. p. 97.) 

1 Lord Lyttleton, in commenting on the tales of the Irish bards, in his 
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In the semi-historical theory respecting Grecian mythical nar 
rative, the critic unconsciously transports into the Homeric age 
those habits of classification and distincticn, and that standard of 
acceptance or rejection, which he finds current in his own. 
Amongst us, the distinction between historical fact and fiction is 
highly valued as well as familiarly understood: we have a long 
history of the past, deduced from a study of contemporary evi- 
dences; and we have a body of fictitious literature, stamped 
with its own mark and interesting in its own way. Speaking 
generally, no man could now hope to succeed permanently in 
transferring any striking incident from the latter category inte 
the former, nor could any man deliberately attempt it without 
incurring well-merited obloquy. But this historical sense, now so 
deeply rooted in the modern mind that we find a difficulty in con- 
ceiving any people to be without it, is the fruit of records and 
inquiries, first applied to the present, and then preserved and 
studied by subsequent generations; while in a society which has 
not yet formed the habit of recording its present, the real facts 
of the past can never be known; the difference between attested 


History of Henry II. has the following just remarks (book iv. vol. iii. p. 13, 
quarto): “ One may reasonably suppose that in MSS. written since the Irish 
received the Roman letters from St. Patrick, some traditional truths recorded 
before by the bards in their unwritten poems may have been preserved to our 
times. Yet these cannot be so separated from many fabulous stories derived 
from the same sources, as to obtain a firm credit; it not being sufficient to 
establish the authority of suspected traditions, that they can be shown not 
to be so improbable or absurd as others with which they are mixed —since 
there may be specious as well as senseless fictions. Nor can a poet or bard, 
who lived in the sixth or seventh century after Christ, if his poem is still 
extant, be any voucher for facts supposed to have happened before the in 
carnation; though his evidence (allowing for poetical license) may be 
received on such matters as come within his own time, or the remembrance 
of old men with whom he conversed. The most judicious historians pay no 
regard to the Welsh or British traditions delivered by Geoffrey of Monmouth, 
though it is not impossible but that some of these muy be true.” 

One definition of a mythe given by Plutarch coincides exactly with a 
specious fiction: ‘O pivtoc sivas BobAetar Adyoc evdye ZouKde dAndiwd (Plu 
tarch, Bellone an pace clariores fuerunt Athenienses, p. 348). 

“Der Grund-Trieb des Mythus (Creuzer justly expresses it) das Ge 
dachte in ein Geschehenes umzusetzen.” heen der Alten Welt, sect 
45. p. 99.' 
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matter of fact and plausible fiction — between truth and that 
which is like truth— can neither be discerned nor sought for. 
Yet it is precisely upon the supposition that this distinction is 
present te men’s habitual thoughts, that the semi-historical theory 
of the mythes is grounded. 

It is perfectly true, as has often been stated, that the Grecian 
epic contains what are called traditions respecting the past — the 
larger portion of it, indeed, consists of nothing else. But what 
are these traditions? They are the matter of those songs and 
stories which have acquired hold on the public mind; they are 
the creations of the poets and storytellers themselves, each of 
whom finds some preéxisting, and adds others of his own, new 
and previously untold, under the impulse and authority of the 
wspiring Muse. Homer doubtless found many songs and stories 
current with respect to the siege of Troy; he received and trans- 
mitted some of these traditions, recast and transformed others, 
and enlarged the whole mass by new creations of his own. To 
the subsequent poets, such as Arktinus and Leschés, these Ho- 
meric creations formed portions of preéxisting tradition, with 
which they dealt in the same manner; so that the whole mass of 
traditions: constituting the tale of Troy became larger and largex 
rith each successive contributor. To assume a generic differ- 
w.ce between the older and the newer strata of tradition — to 
reat the former as morsels of history, and the latter as appen- 
lages of fiction —is an hypothesis gratuitous at the least, not to 
say inadmissible. For the further we travel back into the past, 
she more do we recede from the clear day of positive history, 
and the deeper do we plunge into the unsteady twilight and 
gorgeous clouds of fancy and feeling. It was one of the agree- 
able dreams of the Grecian epic, that the man who travelled far 
snough northward beyond the Rhipaan mountains, would in time 
reach the delicious country and genial climate of the virtuous 
Hyperboreans — the votaries and favorites of Apollo, who dwelt 
mn the extreme north beyond the chilling blasts of Boreas. Now 
‘he hope that we may, by carrying our researches up the stream 
of time, exhaust the limits of fiction, and land ultimately upon 
some points of solid truth, appears to me uno less illusory than 
his northward journey in quest of the Hyperborean elysium. 
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The general disposition to adopt the semi-historical theory aa 
to the genesis of Grecian mythes, arises in part from reluctance 
in critics to impute to the mythopceic ages extreme credulity or 
fraud; together with the usual presumption, that where much is 
believed some portion of it must be true. There would be some 
weight in these grounds of reasoning, if the ages under discus- 
sion had been supplied with records and accustomed to critical 
inquiry. But amongst a people unprovided with the former and 
strangers to the latter, credulity is naturally at its maximum, as 
well in the narrator himself as in his hearers: the idea of delib- 
erate fraud is moreover inapplicable,! for if the hearers are dis- 
posed to accept what is related to them as a revelation from the 
Muse, the estrus of composition is quite sufficient to impart a 
similar persuasion to the poet whose mind is penetrated with it. 
The belief of that day can hardly be said to stand apart by itself 
as an act of reason. It becomes confounded with vivacious im- 
agination and earnest emotion; and in every case where these 
mental excitabilities are powerfully acted upon, faith ensues un- 
consciously and as a matter of course. How active and promi- 
nent such tendencies were among the early Greeks, the extraor- 
dinary beauty and originality of their epic poetry may teach us. 

It is, besides, a presumption far too largely and indiscriminately 
applied, even in our own advanced age, that where much is be- 
lieved, something must necessarily be true —that accredited 
fiction is always traceable to some basis of historical truth.2 The 


‘In reference to the loose statements of the Highlanders, Dr. Johnson ob- 
serves, “He that goes into the Highlands with a mind naturally acquies- 
cent, and a credulity eager for wonders, may perhaps come back with an 
opinion very different from mine; for the inhabitants, knowing the ignorance 
of all strangers in their language and antiquities, are perhaps not very scru- 
pulous adherents to truth; yet I do not say that they deliberately speak stud- 
ied falsehood, or havea settled purpose to deceive. They have acquired and 
considered little, and do not always feel their own ignorance. They are not 
much accustomed to be interrogated by others, and seem never to have thought 
of interrogating themselves ; so that if they do not know what they tell to be true, 
they likewise do not distinctly perceive it to be false. Mr. Boswell was very dili- 
gent in his inquiries, and the result of his investigations was, that the answer 
to the second question was commonly such as nullified the answer to the 
first.” (Journey to the Western Islands, p- 272, Ist edit., 1775). 

2T considered this position more at large in an article in the “ Westminsteg 
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wfinence of imagination and feeling is not confined simply to the 
process of retouching, transforming, or magnifying nartatives 
originally founded on fact; it will often create new narratives of 
its own, without any such preliminary basis. Where there is any 
general body of sentiment pervading men living in society, whether 
it be religious or political — love, admiration, or antipathy — all 
incidents tending to illustrate that sentiment are eagerly wel- 
comed, rapidly circulated and (as a general rule) easily accred- 
ited. If real incidents are not at hand, impressive fictions will 
be provided to satisfy the demand. The perfect harmony of such 
fictions with the prevalent feeling stands in the place of certi- 
fying testimony, and causes men to hear them not merely with 
credence, but even with delight: to call them in question and 
require proof, is a task which cannot be undertaken without in- 
curring obloquy. Of such tendencies in the human mind, abun- 
dant evidence is furnished by the innumerable religious legends 
which have acquired currency in various parts of the world, and 
of which no country was more fertile than Greece — legends 
which derived their origin, not from special facts misreported and 
exaggerated, but from pious feelings pervading the society, and 
translated into narrative by forward and imaginative minds — 
legends, in which not merely the incidents, but often even the 
personages are unreal, yet in which the generating sentiment is 
conspicuously discernible, providing its own matter as well as its 
own form. Other sentiments also, as well as the religious, pro- 
vided they be fervent and widely diffused, will find expression in 
current narrative, and become portions of the general public be- 
lief — every celebrated and notorious character is the source of 
a thousand fictions exemplifying his peculiarities. And if it be 
true, as I think present observation may show us, that such crea- 
tive agencies are even now visible and effective. when the mate- 
rials of genuine history are copious and critically studied — much 
more are we warranted in concluding that, in ages destitute of 
records, strangers to historical testimony, and full of belief in 
divine inspiration both as to the future and as to the past, narra 
tives purely fictitious will acquire ready and uninquiring credence, 


Review” for May, 1843, on Niebuhr’s Greek Legends, with which article 
much in the present chapter will be found to coincide. 
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provided only they be plausible and in harmony with the precon- 
ceptions of the auditors. 

The allegorical interpretation of the mythes has been by seve 
ral learned investigators, especially by Creuzer, connected with 
the hypothesis of an ancient and highly instructed body of priests, 
having their origin either in Egypt or in the Kast, and communi- 
eating to the rude and barbarous Greeks religious, physical, and 
historical knowledge under the veil of symbols. At a time (we 
are teld) when language was yet in its infancy, visible symbols 
were the most vivid means of acting upon the minds of ignorant 
hearers: the next step was to pass to symbolical language and 
expressions — for a plain and literal exposition, even if understood 
at all, would at least have been listened to with indifference, as 
not corresponding with any mental demand. In such allegoriz 
ing way, then, the early priests set forth their doctrines respect: 
ing God, nature, and humanity —a refined monotheism and a 
theolegical philosophy — and to this purpose the earliest mythes 
were turned. But another class of mythes, more popular and 
more captivating, grew up under the hands of the poets — mythes 
purely epical, and descriptive of real or supposed past events. 
The allegorical mythes, being taken up by the poets, insensibly 
became confounded in the same category with the purely narra- 
tive mythes — the matter symbolized was no longer thought of, 
while the symbolizing words came to be construed in their own 
literal meaning — and the basis of the early allegory, thus lost 
among the general public, was only preserved as a secret among 
various religious fraternities, composed of members allied together 
by initiation in certain mystical ceremonies, and administered by 
hereditary families of presiding priests. In the Orphic and Bac- 
chic sects, in the Eleusinian and Samothracian mysteries, was 
thus treasured up the secret doctrine of the old theological and 
philosophical mythes, which had once constituted the primitive 
legendary stock of Greece, in the hands of the original priest- 
hood and in ages anterior to Homer. Persons who had gone 
through the preliminary ceremonies of initiation, were permitted 
at length to hear, though under strict obligation of secrecy, this 
ancient religious and cosmogonic doctrine, revealing the destina- 
tion of man and the certainty of posthumous rewards and pu nish- 
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ments — all disengaged from the corruptions of poets, as well as 
from the symbols and allegories under which they still remained 
buried in the eyes of the vulgar. The mysteries of Greece were 
thus traced up to the earliest ages, and represented as the only 
faithful depository channels of that purer theology and physics 
which had originally been communicated, though uuder the 
unavoidable inconvenience of a symbolical expression, by an 
enlightened priesthood coming from abroad to the then rude 
barbarians of the country.! 


1 For this general character of the Grecian mysteries, with their concealed 
treasure of doctrine, see Warburton, Divine Legation of Moses, book ii. sect. 4. 

Payne Knight, On the Symbolical Language of ancient Art and Mytholo- 
gy, sect. 6, 10, 11, 40, ete. 

Saint Croix, Recherches sur les Mystéres du Paganisme, sect. 3, p. 106; 
sect 4, p. 404, etc. 

Creuzer, Symbolik und Mythologie der Alten Volker, sect. 2, 3, 23, 39, 
42, etc. Meiners and Heeren adopt generally the same view, though there 
are many divergences of opinion between these different authors, on a sub- 
ject essentially obscure. Warburton maintained that the interior doctrine 
communicated in the mysteries was the existence of one Supreme Divinity, 
combined with the Euemeristic creed, that the pagan gods had been mere 
men. 

See Clemens Alex. Strom. v. p. 582, Sylb. 

The view taken by Hermann of the ancient Greek mythology is in many 
points similar to that of Creuzer, though with some considerable difference. 
He thinks that it is an aggregate of doctrine — philosophical, theological, 
physical, and moral— expressed under a scheme of systematic personifica- 
tions, each person being called by a name significant of the function personi- 
fied: this doctrine was imported from the East into Greece, where the poets, 
retaining or translating the names, but forgetting their meaning and connec- 
tion, distorted the primitive stories, the sense of which came to be retained 
only in the ancient mysteries. That true sense, however, (he thinks,) may be 
recovered by a careful analysis of the significant names: and his two disser- 
tations (De Mythologia Grecorum Antiquissima, in the Opuscula, vol. ii.) 
exhibit a specimen of this systematic expansion of etymology into narrative. 
The dissent from Creuzer is set forth in their published correspondence, 
especially in his concluding “ Brief an Creuzer iiber das Wesen und die 
Behandlung der Mythologie,” Leipzig, 1819. The following citation from 
his Latin dissertation sets forth his general doctrine : — 

Hermann, De Mythologid Grecorum Antiquissima, p. 4 (Opuscula, vol. 
fi. p. 171): “ Videmus rerum divinarum humanarumque scientiam ex 
Asid per Lyciam migrantem in Europam: videmus fabulosos poétas pere- 
grinam doctrinam, monstruoso tumore ovientis sive exutam, sive nondwa\ 
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But this theory, though advocated by several learned men, has 
been shown to be unsupported and erroneous. It implies a mis- 
taken view both of the antiquity and the purport of the myste- 
ries, which cannot be safely carried up even to the age of Hesiod, 
and which, though imposing and venerable as religious ceremo- 
nies, included no recondite or esoteric teaching.! 


indutam, quasi de integro Greecd specie procreantes; videmus poétas, illos, 
quorum omnium vera nomina nominibus — ab arte, qua clarebant, petitis —- 
obliterata sunt, diu in Thracid herentes, raroque tandem etiam cum aliis 
Gracie partibus commercio junctos: qualis Pamphus, non ipse Atheniensis, 
Atheniensibus hymnos Deorum fecit. Videmus denique retrusam paulatim 
in mysteriorum secretam illam sapientum doctrinam, vitiatam religionum 
perturbatione, corruptam inscitid interpretum, obscuratam levitate amoeniora 
sectantium —adeo ut eam ne illi quidem intelligerent, qui hereditariam a 
prioribus poésin colentes, quum ingenii prestantid omnes preestinguerent, 
tanta illos oblivione merserunt, ut ipsi sint primi auctores omnis eruditionis 
habiti.” 

Hermann thinks, however, that by pursuing the suggestions of etymology, 
vestiges may still be discovered, and something like a history compiled, of 
Grecian belief as it stood anterior to Homer and Hesiod: “ Est autem in 
hac omni ratione judicio maxime opus, quia non testibus res agitur, sed ad 
interpretandi solertiam omnia revocanda sunt” (p.172). To the same gene- 
ral purpose the French work of M. Emérie David, Recherches sur le Dieu 
Jupiter — reviewed by O. Miiller: see the Kleine Schriften of the latter, vol. 
ii. p. 82. 

Mr. Bryant has also employed a profusion of learning, and numerous 
etymological conjectures, to resolve the Greek mythes into mistakes, perver- 
sions, and mutilations, of the exploits and doctrines of oriental tribes long: 
lost and by-gone,— Amonians, Cuthites, Arkites, ete. “It was Noah (he 
thinks) who was represented under the different names of Thoth, Hermés, 
Menés, Osiris, Zeuth, Atlas, Phoréneus, Prométheus, to which list a farther 
number of great extent might be added: the Nove of Anaxagoras was in 
reality the patriarch Noah” (Ant. Mythol. vol. ii. pp. 253, 272). “The Cuth- 
ites or Amonians, descendants of Noah, settled in Greece from the east, 
celebrated for their skill in building and the arts” (7. i. p. 502; ii. p. 187). 
The greatest part of the Grecian theology arose from misconception and 
blunders, the stories concerning their gods and heroes were founded on terms 
Maisinterpreted or abused” (7b. i. p. 452). “ The number of different actions 
ascribed to the various Grecian gods or heroes all relate to one people or 
family, and are at bottom one and the same history” (2. ii. p.57). “ The 
fables of Prométheus and Tityus were taken from ancient Amonian temples, 
from hieroglyphics misunderstood and badly explained” (i. p. 426): see 
especially vol. ii. p. 160. 

* The Anti-Symbolik of Voss, and still more the Aglaophamus of Lobeck, 
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he doctrine, supposed to have been originally symbolized and 
suvsequently overclouded, in the Greek mythes, was in reality 
first intruded into them by the unconscious fancies of later inter- 
preters. It was one of the various roads which instructed men 
took to escape from the literal admission of the ancient mythes, 
and to arrive at some new form of belief, more consonant with 
their ideas of what the attributes and character of the gods ought 
to be. It was one of the ways of constituting, by help of the 
mysteries, a philosophical religion apart from the general public, 
and of connecting that distinction with the earliest periods of 
Grecian society. Such a distinction was both avowed and justi- 
fied among the superior men of the later pagan world. Varro 
and Sczvola distributed theology into three distinct departments, 
—the mythical or fabulous, the civil, and the physical. The 
first had its place in the theatre, and was lett without any inter- 
ference to the poets; the second belonged to the city of political 
community as such, — it comprised the regulation of all the public 
worship and religious rites, and was consigned altogether to the 
direction of the magistrate; the third was the privilege of philo- 
sophers, but was reserved altogether for private discussion in the 
schools, apart from the general public! As a member of the 


are full of instruction on the subject of this supposed interior doctrine, and 
on the ancient mysteries in general: the latter treatise, especially, is not less 
distinguished for its judicious and circumspect criticism than for its copious 
learning. 

Mr. Halhed (Preface to the Gentoo Code of Laws, pp. xiii—xiv.) has good 
observations on the vanity of all attempts to allegorize the Hindu mytholo- 
gy: he observes, with perfect truth, “ The vulgar and illiterate have always 
understood the mythology of their country in its literal sense; and there 
was a time to every nation, when the highest rank in it was equally vulgar 
and illiterate with the lowest.......... A Hindu esteems the astonishing 
miracles attributed to a Brima, or a Kishen, as facts of the most indubitable 
authenticity, and the relation of them as most strictly historical.” 

Compare also Gibbon’s remarks on the allegorizing tendencies of the later 
Platonists (Hist. Decl. and Fall, vol. iv. p. 71). 

1 Varro, ap. Augustin. De Civ. Dei, iv. 27; vi. 5-6. “ Dicis fabulosos 
Deos accommodatos esse ad theatrum, naturales ad mundum, civiles ad 
urbem.” “ Varro, de religionibus loquens, multa esse vera dixit, que non 
modo vulgo scire non sit utile, sed etiam tametsi falsa sint, aliter existimare 
populum expediat: et ideo Gracos teletas ct mysteria taciturnitate paricti 
busque clausisse” (ibid iv 21) See Villoison, De Triplici Theologia Com 
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city, the philcsopher sympathized with the audience in the thea- 
tre, and took a devout share in the established ceremonies, nor 
was he justified in trying what he heard in the one or saw in 
the other by his own ethical standard. But in the private ase 
semblies of instructed or inquisitive men, he enjoyed the fullesg 
liberty of canvassing every received tenet, and of broaching his 
own theories unreservedly, respecting the existence and nature 
of the gods. By these discussions, the activity of the philosophi+ 
cal mind was maintained and truth elicited ; but it was such truth 
as the body of the people ought not to hear, lest their faith im 
their own established religious worship should be overthrown. 
In thus distinguishing the civil theology from the fabulous, Varro 
was enabled to cast upon the poets all the blame of the objec- 
tionable points in the popular theology, and to avoid the neces- 
sity of pronouncing censure on the magistrates, who (he contend- 
ed) had made as good a compromise with the settled prejudices 
of the public as the case permitted. 

The same conflicting sentiments which led the philosophers to 
decompose the divine mythes into allegory, impelled the histo- 
rians to melt down the heroic mythes into something like contin- 
uous political history, with a long series of chronology calculated 
upon the heroic pedigrees. The one process as well as the other 
was interpretative guesswork, proceeding upon unauthorized as- 
sumptions, and without any verifying test or evidence: while it 
frittered away the characteristic beauty of the mythe into some- 
thing essentially anti-mythical, it sought to arrive both at history 
and philosophy by impracticable roads. That the superior men of 
antiquity should have striven hard to save the dignity of legends 
which constituted the charm of their literature as well as the sub- 
stance of the popular religion, we cannot be at all surprised; but 


mentatio, p. 8; and Lactantius, De Origin. Error. ii. 8. The doctrine af 
the Stoic Chrysippus, ap. Etymologicon Magn. v. TeAerai — Xptbourroc dé 
pnot, rode mepl TY Betwy Adyovg eixdrwc Kadelodar TeheTac, ypHvar yap 
rovrouc TedevTaioue Kat ext Taot diddoxecSat, Tie puyne éxobone ~pua Kar 
cekpaTnuérnc, Kat mpo¢ TodE duvgnToue cLwandy dvvapuévyc: péya yap eivar rd 
S8)ov irip Sev dkovoai Te dpGa, kat &yxpareic yevéodar abror. 

The triple division of Varro is reproduced in Plutarch, Amatorius, p. 768 
Ta pév pido, TA O8 viu@, TA dB Adyy, TiaTiv BF dpyne EoxnKE: THe B odv Tek 
Year d0fn¢ Kai navtanacw Hyeudve, Kat didaoxador yeyovacww juiv of ta 
rowmral, Kal x voudSeTar Kat TpiTov, ri dAdcogor 
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it is gratifying to find Plato discussing the subject in a more 
philosophical spirit. The Platonic Socratés, being asked whether 
he believed the current Attic fable respecting the abduction of 
Oreithyia (daughter of Erechtheus) by Boreas, replies, in sub- 
stance, —“It would not be strange if I disbelieved it, as the 
clever men do; I might then show my cleverness by saying that 
a gust of Boreas blew her down from the rocks above while she 
was at play, and that, having been killed in this manner, she was 
reported to have been carried off by Boreas. Such speculations 
are amusing enough, but they belong to men ingenious and busy- 
minded overmuch, and not greatly to be envied, if it be only for 
this reason, that, after having set right one fable, they are under the 
necessity of applying the same process to a host of others — Hippo- 
centaurs, Chimzras, Gorgons, Pegasus, and numberless other 
monsters and incredibilities. A man, who, disbelieving these 
stories, shall try to find a probable basis for each of them, will 
display an ill-placed acuteness and take upon himself an endless 
burden, for which I at least have no leisure: accordingly, I 
forego such researches, and believe in the current version of the 
stories.”! 

These remarks of Plato are valuable, not simply because they 
point out the uselessness of digging for a supposed basis of truth 
in the mythes, but because they at the same time suggest the 
true reason for mistrusting all such tentatives. The mythes form 


1 Plato, Pheedr. c. 7. p. 229: — 
Pumprus. Elné uot, © LOxparec, od todTo 7d pvdoroyyua weiter dAnSéc 


elvat ; 

Socrates. AA’ ei amioroinv, Sorep of cogol, odk av dtoroc einv, cita 
aoo.louevoc gainy adtny rvediua Bopéov kata tTév TAHOLOV TETPOV Ody dap- 
uakeia railovoay Goat, Kat obTw On TeAevTHoacay AE Svat bd Tod Bopéov 
G@vapraorov yeyovéval....- ++ esos Ey 02, © Paidpe, GAAwes pév Ta ToLadTa 
xapievta Hyovpat, Aiav dé devvod kal éximdvov Kal ob mavu ebtvyoi¢ dvdpoc, 
war’ dAdo pev oddév, bTt 0 abt@ dvayxn peta TodTO TO TOY ‘InToKevTatpwy 
eldoc érravop9b08.at, kat addic Td TH¢ Xiyuaipac. Kat éripper 08 dxA0¢ Tovove 
tav Topyover kal Inydour, kal dAAwv dunyaver rAHSy Te Kal GTomLat Tepas 
ToAdywv Tidy dicewy alc ei Tic AmtoTGY MpooBiBE Kata TO eikdg ExacTon, 
Gre dypoixw rive cogia xpGpuevoc, TOAARE abT@ oxoAye denoer. ’Epot dé mpdg 
ravta obdapdc BoTL GYOAN.... 11. sees "Oder On yaipety doa TadTa, 
meSiuevoc dé TH voutlCouéry rept adbzGy, b viv dn EAeyov, oxoTe ab Taba GAA 
tuavrov, etc. 
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a class apart, abundant as well as peculiar: to remove any ind 
vidual mythe from its own class into that of history or philosophy, 
by simple conjecture, and without any collateral evidence, is of no 
advantage, unless you can perform a similar process on the re- 
mainder. If the process be trustworthy, it ought to be applied te 
all; and e converso, if it be not applicable to all, it is not trust- 
worthy as applied to any one specially ; always assuming no 
special evidence to be accessible. To detach any individual 
mythe from the class to which it belongs, is to present it in an 
erroneous point of view ; we have no choice except to admit them 
as they stand, by putting ourselves approximatively into the 
frame of mind of those for whom they were destined and to whom 
they appeared worthy of credit. 

If Plato thus discountenances all attempts to transform the 
mythes by interpretation into history or philosophy, indirectly 
recognizing the generic difference between them — we find sub- 
stantially the same view pervading the elaborate precepts in his 
treatise on the Republic. He there regards the mythes, not as 
embodying either matter-of-fact or philosophical principle, but as 
portions of religious and patriotic faith, and instruments of ethical 
tuition. Instead of allowing the poets to frame them according 
to the impulses of their own genius, and with a view to imme 
liate popularity, he directs the legislator to provide types of his 
own for the characters of the gods and heroes, and to suppress all 
such divine and heroic legends as are not in harmony with these 
preéstablished canons. In the Platonic system, the mythes are 
not to be matters of history, nor yet of spontaneous or casual fic- 
tion, but of prescribed faith: he supposes that the people will 
believe, as a thing of course, what the poets circulate, and he 
therefore directs that the latter shall circulate nothing which does 
not tend to ennoble and improve the feelings. He conceives the 
mythes as stories composed to illustrate the general sentiments 
of the poets and the community, respecting the character and 
attributes of the gods and heroes, or respecting the social relations, 
and ethical duties as well as motives of mankind: hence the obli- 
gation upon the legislator to prescribe beforehand the types of 
character which shall be illustrated, and to restrain the poets frona 
following out any opposing fancies. “ Let us neither believe our: 
selves, (he exclaims), nor permit any one to circulate, that The 
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seus son of Poseidén and Peirithéus son of Zeus, or any other 
hero or son of a god, could ever have brought themselves to 
commit abductions or other enormities such as are now falsely 
ascribed to them. We must compel the poets to say, either that 
such persons were not the sons of gods, or that they were not the 
perpetrators of such misdeeds.”! 

Most of the mythes which the youth hear and repeat (accord 
ing to Plato) are false, but some of them are true: the great and 
prominent mythes which appear in Homer and Hesiod are no less 
fictions than the rest. But fiction constitutes one of the indis- 
pensable instruments of mental training as well as truth; only 
the legislator must take care that the fiction so employed shall be 
beneficent and not mischievous.2 As the mischievous fictions 
(he says) take their rise from wrong preconceptions respecting 
une character of the gods and heroes, so the way to correct them 
is to enforce, by authorized compositions, the adoption of a more 
forrect standard.3 


' Plato, Repub. iii. 5. p. 391. The perfect ignorance of all men respecting 
the gods, rendered the task of fiction easy (Plato, Kritias, p. 107). 

2 Plato, Repub. ii. 16. p. 377. Adywv dé dirrov eidoc, TO piv dAnSEc, ped- 
boc 0’ Erepov; Nai. Tasdevréov 0 év audporéporc, mporepov 0’ év roig wevde- 
IPP ee Od pardaverc, bts mpOTov toig radiotg wvSoue Aéyouev* TodTo dé 
ov Oc TO dAov eiteiv Weddoc, &vi Od Kat GAnSH......... Tpérov nuiv érca- 
rarnréov Toic wvdoroLoic, Kal bv wiv Gv Kahdov piSov mojowow, éyKpiTéov, 
wv 0? dv un, amoxpitéov...... ov 6& viv A€éyovol, Toe TOAAOd EKBAnTéov 

Pens od¢ ‘“Hotodog kat "Opnpoc nuiv edeyérnv, Kal of GAAot ronrat. Ovdrot 
yap tov povous roic dvbporore wevdetc cvvTidivtes eheyov Te Kal Réyovor, 
Ilotovc 67, 7 0’ Sc, Kal Ti abrdv pweupdpevoc A€yete ; “Orep, iv 0 ey, yp Kat 
mpOrov Kal wadora péugecdal, GAAwe Te Kai av TUE Mi KAAds Pevdnra. Ti 
roto; “Orav tic eikatn kako TO Adyw TEpi VeGy Te Kal Hpawr, olot elacy, 
Sorep ypadede ndev éoixdra ypadur olc¢ av buora BobAnrar ypaypat. 

The same train of thought, and the precepts founded upon it, are followed 
up through chaps. 17,18, and 19; compare De Legg. xii. p. 941. 

Instead of recognizing the popular or dramatic theology as something 
distinct from the civil (as Varro did), Plato suppresses the former as a sep- 
arate department and merges it in the latter. 

3 Plato, Repub. ii. c. 21. p. 382. Td év roic Adyouc peidoe more Kal Ti Yph- 
syuov, WoTe fi) asLov elvar picove; ‘Ap’ ov mpoc Te TOdSG ToAEuiovc Kal ad 
ctdovpéver dior, Sray did paviav 7 Tiva Gvovay KaKoy TL extyelpoor mpaT- 
rew, Tore amotporic Evexa Oc papuaxov xpnormov yiyverac; Kal év alg 
viv dp Aéyouev taic pvVodAoyiace, dtd TH UH eldévat dmg 
raandic Eyer wept TOY madkaldy, GhopolodyTec TH GAN- 
Set rd Peddog, rt uaGMora, obTw YpHaLLoVY TOLODUED * 
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The comments which Plato has delivered with so much force 
in his Republic, and the enactments which he deduces from them, 
are inthe main an expansion of that sentiment of condemnation, 
which he shared with so many other philosophers, towards a large 
portion of the Homeric and Hesiodic stories.!. But the manner 
in which he has set forth this opinion, unfolds to us more clearly the 
real character of the mythical narratives. They are creations of 
the productive minds in the community, deduced from the sup- 
posed attributes of the gods and heroes: so Plato views them, 
and in such character he proposes to amend them. The legisla- 
tor would cause to be prepared a better and truer picture of the 
foretime, because he would start from truer (that is to say, more 
creditable) conceptions of the gods and heroes. For Plato re- 
jects the mythes respecting Zeus and Héré, or Théseus and 
Peirithous, not from any want of evidence, but because they are 
unworthy of gods and heroes: he proposes to call forth new 
mythes, which, though he admits them at the outset to be fiction, 
he knows will soon be received as true, and supply more valua- 
ble lessons of conduct. 

We may consider, then, that Plato disapproves of the attempt 
to identify the old mythes either with exaggerated history or 
with disguised philosophy. He shares in the current faith, with- 
out any suspicion or criticism, as to Orpheus, Palamédés, Da:da- 
lus, Amphién, Théseus, Achilles, Cheirdn, and other mythical 
personages ;? but what chiefly fills his mind is, the inherited sen- 
timent of deep reverence for these superhuman characters and 
for the age to which they belonged, —a sentiment sufliciently 
strong to render him not only an unbeliever in such legends as 
conflict with it, but also a deliberate creator of new legends for 
the purpose of expanding and gratifying it. The more we ex- 
amine this sentiment, both in the mind of Plato as well as in 


—— 


1 The censure which Xenophanés pronounced upon the Homeric legends 
has already been noticed: Herakleitus (Diogen. Laért. ix. 1) and Metrodé- 
rus, the companion and follower of Epicurus, were not less profuse in their 
invectives, év ypaupaor Tooovtoie TH Tointh AeAoeddpyntar (Plutarch, Non 
posse suaviter vivi secundum Epicurum, p. 1086). He even advised persons 
not tc be ashamed to confess their utter ignorance of Homer, to ‘he exten 
of not knowing whether Hectér was a Greek or a Trojan (Plut. a. p. 1094) 

* Plato, Republic iii, 4-5. p. 391; De Legg. iii. 1. p. 677. 
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that of the Greeks generally, the more shall we be convinced 
that it formed essentially and inseparably a portion of Hellenic 
religious faith. The mythe both presupposes, and springs out of, 
a settled basis, and a strong expansive force of religious, social, 
and patriotic feeling, operating upon a past which is little better 
than a blank as to positive knowledge. It resembles history, in 
so far as its form is narrative; it resembles philosophy, in so far 
as it is occasionally illustrative ; but in its essence and substance, 
in the mental tendencies by which it is created as well as in those 
by which it is judged and upheld, it is a popularized expression 
of the divine and heroic faith of the people. 

Grecian antiquity cannot be at all understood except in con- 
nection with Grecian religion. It begins with gods and it ends 
with historical men, the former being recognized not simply as 
gods, but as primitive ancestors, and connected with the latter by 
a long mythical genealogy, partly heroic and partly human. Now 
the whole value of such genealogies arises from their being taken 
entire ; the god or hero at the top is in point of fact the most im- 
portant member of the whole ;! for the length and continuity of 
the series arises from anxiety on the part of historical men to join 
themselves by a thread of descent with the being whom they 
worshipped in their gentile sacrifices. Without the ancestorial 
god, the whole pedigree would have become not only acephalous, 
but worthless and uninteresting. The pride of the Herakleids, 
Asklepiads, Alakids, Neleids, Deedalids, etc. was attached to the 
primitive eponymous hero and to the god from whom they sprung, 
not to the line of names, generally long and barren, through which 
the divine or heroic dignity gradually dwindled down into com- 
mon manhood. Indeed, the length of the genealogy (as I have 
before remarked) was an evidence of the humility of the his- 
torical man, which led him to place himself at a respectful dis- 
tance from the gods or heroes; for Hekatwus of Milétus, who 
ranked himself as the fifteenth descendant of a god, might per- 


1 For a description of similar tendencies in the Asiatic religions, see 
Movers Die Phénizier, ch. v. p. 153 (Bonn, 1841): he points out the same 
phenomena as in the Greek, — coalescence between the ideas of anccstry 
and worship,—confusion between gods and men in the past, — increasing 
tendency to Euemerize (pp. 156-157). 
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haps have accounted it an overweening impiety in any living man 
to claim a god for his immediate father. 

The whole chronology of Greece, anterior to 776 B. C., consists 
of calculations founded upon these mythical genealogies, espe 
cially upon that of the Spartan kings and their descent from 
Héraklés, — thirty years being commonly taken as the equiva- 
lent of a generation, or about three generations to a century. 
This process of computation was altogether illusory, as applying 
historical and chronological conditions to a case on which they 
had no bearing. Though the domain of history was seemingly 
enlarged, the religious element was tacitly set aside: when the 
heroes and gods were chronologized, they became insensibly ap- 
proximated to the limits of humanity, and the process indirectly 
gave encouragement to the theory of Euémerus. Personages 
originally legendary and poetical were erected into definite land- 
marks for measuring the duration of the foretime, thus gaining in 
respect to historical distinctness, but not without loss on the score 
of religious association. Both Euémerus and the subsequent 
Christian writers, who denied the original and inherent divinity 
of the pagan gods, had a great advantage in carrying their chro- 
nological researches strictly and consistently upwards —for all 
chronology fails as soon as we suppose a race superior to common 
humanity. 

Moreover, it is to be remarked that the pedigree of the Spartan 
kings, which Apollodérus and Eratosthenés selected as the basis 
of their estimate of time, is nowise superior in credibility and 
trustworthiness to the thousand other gentile and family pedigrees 
with which Greece abounded ; it is rather indeed to be numbered 
among the most incredible of all, seeing that Héraklés as a pro- 
genitor is placed at the head of perhaps more pedigrees than any 
other Grecian god or hero.! The descent of the Spartan king 
Leonidas from Héraklés rests upon no better evidence than that 
of Aristotle or Hippocratés from Asklépius,? — of Evagoras or 


' According te that which Aristotle seems to recognize (Histor. Animal. 
vii. 6), Héraklés was father of seventy-two sons, but of only one daughter — 
he was essentially afpevdyovoc, illustrating one of the physical peculiarities 
noticed by Aristotle. Euripidés, t owever, mentions daughters of Héraklés in 
the plural number (Euripid. Herakleid. 45). 

* Hippecratés was twentieth in descent from Héraklés, and nineteenth 
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Thucydidés from AZakus,— of Socratés from Dedalus, — of the 
Spartan heraldic family from Talthybius,— of the prophetic 
Iamid family in Elis from Iamus,—of the root-gatherers in 
Pélion from Cheirén,—and of Hekateus and his gens from 
some god in the sixteenth ascending line of the series. There 
is little exaggeration in saying, indeed, that no permanent com- 
bination of men in Greece, religious, social, or professional, was 
without a similar pedigree ; all arising out of the same exigences 
of the feelings and imagination, to personify as well as to sanctify 
the bond of union among the members. Every one of these 
gentes began with a religious and ended with an historical person. 
At some point or other in the u_ ward series, entities of history 
were exchanged for entities of religion; but where that point is 
to be found we are unable to say, nor had the wisest of the an- 
cient Greeks any means of determining. Thus much, however, 
we know, that the series taken as a whole, though dear and pre- 
cious to the believing Greek, possesses no value as chronological 
evidence to the historian. 

When Hekatzeus visited Thébes in Egypt, he mentioned to the 
Egyptian priests, doubtless with a feeling of satisfaction and 
pride, the imposing pedigree of the gens to which he belonged, — 
with fifteen ancestors in ascending line, and a god as the initial 
progenitor. But he found himself immeasurably overdone by the 
priests “ who genealogized against him.”! They showed to him 
three hundred and forty-one wooden colossal statues, representing 
the succession of chief priests in the temple in uninterrupted 
series from father to son, through a space of 11,300 years. Prior 
to the commencement of this long period (they said), the gods 
dwelling along with men, had exercised sway in Egypt; but they 


from Asklépius (Vita Hippocr. by Soranus, ap. Westermann, Scriptor, 
Biographic. viii. 1); about Aristotle, see Diogen. Laért. vy. 1. Xenophon, the 
physician of the emperor Claudius, was also an Asklepiad (Tacit. Ann. xii. 
61). 

2 Rhodes, the neighboring island to Kés, was the gens ‘AAcadas, or sons 
of Hélios, specially distinguished from the ‘AAvaorai of mere associated 
worshippers of Hélios, 76 xovwdv Tdv ‘AAvadov Kai Tov ‘AAvacTov (see the 
Inscription in Boeckh’s Collection, No. 2525, with Boeckh’s comment). 

1 Herodot. ii. 144. ‘Exaraiw 6& yevendoyjoavte switdv, kai dvadjoavts 
be éxxacdéxarov Sedv, avreyevenAdynoay ént TH aptSunoet, ob dexouevor Tap 
atTov, and Yeod yévecdat dvSpwnov’ dvteyevenAdynoay dé dde, etc 
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repudiated altogether the idea of men begotter. by gods or of 
heroes.! 

But these counter genealogies, are, in respect to trustwcrthin ess 
and evidence, on tht: same footing. Each represents partly the 
religious faith, partiy the retrospective imagination, of the persons 
from whom it emanated ; in each, the lower members of the series 
(to what extent we cannot tell) are r2al, the upper members fabu- 
lous ; but in each also the series derived all its interest and all 
its imposing eifect from being conceived unbroken and entire. 
Herodotus is uch perplexed by the capital discrepancy between 
the Grecian and Egyptian chronologies, and vainly employs his 
ingenuity in reconciling them. There is no standard of objective 
evidence by which either the one or the other of them can be 
tried: each has its own subjective value, in conjunction with the 
faith and feelings of Egyptians and Greeks, and each presup- 
poses in the believer certain mental prepossessions which are not 
to be found beyond its own local limits. Nor is the greater or 
less extent of duration at all important, when we once pass the 
limits of evidence and verifiable reality. One century of recorded 
time, adequately studded with authentic and orderly events, pre- 
sents a greater mass and a greater difficulty of transition to the 
imagination than a hundred centuries of barren genealogy. Her- 
odotus, in discussing the age of Homer and Hesiod, treats an an- 
terior point of 400 years as if it were only yesterday ; the reign 
of Henry VI. is separated from us by an equal interval, and the 
reader will not require to be reminded how long that interval 
now appears. 

The mythical age was peopled with a mingled aggregate of 
gods, heroes, and men, so confounded together that it was often 
impossible to distinguish to which class any individual name 
belonged. In regard to the Thracian god Zalmoxis, the Helles- 
pontic Greeks interpreted his character and attributes according 
to the scheme of Euémerism. They affirmed that he had been 
a man, the slave of the philosopher Pythagoras at Samos, and 
that he had by abilities and artifice established a religious ascen- 
dency over the minds of the Thracians, and obtained from them 


' Herod. ii. 143-145, Kai rabra Alyirrioe dtpexéwc gaol émiorucvai, aiet 
re AoyiCouevor kal aie? dmoypadouevos Ta brea. 
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divine honors. Herodotus cannot bring himself to believe this 
stury, but he frankly avows his inability to determine whether 
Zalmoxis was a god or a man,! nor can he extricate himself from 
a similar embarrassment in respect to Dionysus and Pan. Amidst 
the confusion of the Homeric fight, the goddess Athéné confers 
upon Diomédés the miraculous favor of dispelling the mist from 
his eyes, so as to enable him to discriminate gods from men; and 
nothing less than a similar miracle could enable a critical reader 
of the mythical narratives to draw an ascertained boundary-line 
between the two? But the original hearers of the mythes felt 
neither surprise nor displeasure from this confusion of the divine 
with the human individual. They looked at the past with a film 


1 Herod. iv. 94-96. After having related the Euemeristic version given 
by the Hellespontic Greeks, he concludes with his characteristic frankness 
and simplicity —’Eyo dé, rept uév tovtov kal Tod KaTayaiov oixnuartoc, obTe 
GnLoTéw, obTE Ov TloTEvw TL Ainv. doKéw J& TOAAOIoL ETEOL TpdTEpov Tov ZaA- 
uosiy rodtov yevéodas viayopew. Elite dé éyévero ric ZaApotic dvdpwroe, 
elt’ éorl daiuwv tic Tétnot obtocg émixoproc, yarpérw. So Plutarch (Numa 
ce. 19) will not undertake to determine whether Janus was a god or a king 
elite daivwr, site Bacrdedo yevouevos, etc. 

Herakleitus the philosopher said that men were Seo? Svyro?, and the gods 
were dv3poro Gavaror (Lucian, Vitar. Auctio. c. 13. vol. i. p. 303, Tauch. 
compare the same author, Dialog. Mortuor. iii. vol. + p. 182, ed. Tauchn). 

2 Tliad, v. 127:— 

"AyAdv 0 ab roe an’ dd0adpov Lov, 7 mpiv éxijer, 
“Ogp’ ed ylyvdokne nuev Sedv, 708 Kal avdpa. 

Of this undistinguishable confusion between gods and men, striking illus- 
trations are to be found both in the third book of Cicero de Natur Deorum 
(16-21), and in the long disquisition of Strabo (x. pp. 467-474) respecting 
the Kabeiri, the Korybantes, the Dactyls of Ida; the more so, as he cites the 
statements of Pherekydés, Akusilaus, Démétrius of Sképsis, and others. 
Under the Roman empire, the lands in Greece belonging to the immortal 
gods were exempted from tribute. The Roman tax-collectors refused to 
recognize as immortal gods any persons who had once been men; but this 
rule oould not be clearly applied (Cicero, Nat. Deor. iii. 20). See the re- 
marks of Pausanias (ii. 26,7) about Asklépius: Galen, too, is doubtful about 
Asklépius and Dionysus —’AokAnrid¢ yé Tot Kal Atovucoc, eit? dvbpur 
mpoTepov Hoty, elre kal doy7nSev Yeot (Galen in Protreptic. 9. tom. i. p. 22, 
ed. Kthn). Xenophdn (De Venat. c.i) considers Cheir6n as the brother of 
Zeus. 

The ridicule of Lucian (Decrum Concilium, t. iii. p 527-538, Hems.} 
brings out still more forcibly the confusion here indicated. 
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of faith over their eyes — neither knowing the value, nor desirmg 
the attainment, of’an unclouded vision. The intimate companion- 
ship, and the occasional mistake of identity between gods and 
men, were in full harmony with their reverential restrospect. 
And we, accordingly, see the poet Ovid in his Fasti, when he un- 
dertakes the task of unfolding the legendary antiquities of early 
Rome, reacquiring, by the inspiration of Juno, the power .of 
seeing gods and men in immediate vicinity and conjunct action, 
such as it existed before the development of the critical and _his- 
torical sense.! 

To resume, in brief, what has been laid down in this and the 
preceding chapters respecting the Grecian mythes : — 

1. They are a special product of the imagination and feelings, 
radically distinct both from history and philosophy: they cannot 
be broken down and decomposed into the one, nor allegorized into 
the other. There are indeed some particular and even assignable 
mythes, which raise intrinsic presumption of an allegorizing ten- 
dency ; and there are doubtless some others, though not specially 
assignable, which contain portions of matter of fact, or names of 
real persons, embodied in them. But such matter of fact cannot 
be verified by any intrinsic mark, nor we are entitled to presume 
its existence in any given case unless some collateral evidence 
can be produced. 

2. We are not warranted in applying to the mythical world 
the rules either of historical credibility or chronological sequence. 
Its personages are gods, heroes, and men, in constant juxtaposition 
and reciprocal sympathy ; men, too, of whom we know a large 
proportion to be fictitious, and of whom we can never ascertain 
how many may have been real. No series of such personages 
ean serve as materials for chronological calculation. 


? Ovid, Fasti, vi. 6-20 :— 
“Fas mihi preecipue vultus vidisse Deorum, 

Vel quia sum vates, vel quia sacra cano...... 
a emecesDeasividiniwcen 

Horrueram, tacitoque animum pallore fatebar: 
Cum Dea, quos fecit, sustulit ipsa metus. 

Namque ait — O vates, Romani conditor anni, 
Ause per exiguos magna referre modos; 

Jus tibi fecisti numen celeste videndi, 
Cum placuit numeris condere festa tuis.” 
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3. The mythes were originally produced in an age which had 
no records, no philosophy, no criticism, no canon of belief, and 
searcely any tincture either of astronomy or geography — but 
which, on the other hand, was full of religious faith, distinguished 
for quick and susceptible imagination, seeing personal agents 
where we look only for objects and connecting laws ;— an age, 
moreover, eager for new narrative, accepting with the unconscious 
impressibility of children (the question of truth or falsehood being 
never formally raised) all which ran in harmony with its pre- 
existing feelings, and penetrable by inspired prophets and poets 
in the same proportion that it was indifferent to positive evidence. 
To such hearers did the primitive poet or story-teller address 
himself: it was the glory of his productive genius to provide 
suitable narrative expression for the faith and emotions which he 
shared in common with them, and the rich stock of Grecian 
mythes attests how admirably he performed his task. As the 
gods and the heroes formed the conspicuous object of national 
reverence, so the mythes were partly divine, partly heroic, partly 
both in one.! The adventures of Achilles, Helen, and Diomédés, 
of Cidipus and Adrastus, of Meleager and Atha, of Jason and 
the Argé, were recounted by the same tongues, and accepted with 
the same unsuspecting confidence, as those of Apollo and Artemis, 
of Arés and Aphrodité, of Poseidén and Héraklés. 

4, The time however came, when this plausibility ceased to be 
complete. The Grecian mind made an important advance, social- 
ly, ethically, and intellectually. Philosophy and history were 
constituted, prose writing and chronological records became famil- 
jar; a canon of belief more or less critical came to be tacitly 
recognized. Moreover, superior men profited more largely by 
the stimulus, and contracted habits of judging different from the 


1 The fourth Eclogue of Virgil, under the form of a prophecy, gives 
faithful }:icture of the heroic and divine past, to which the legends of Tro 
and the Argonauts belonged : — 

“Tile Dedm vitam accipiet, Divisque videbit 
Permixtos heroas,” etc. 

“ Alter erit tum Tiphys et altera que vehat Argo 
Delectos heroas: erunt etiam altera bella, 
Atque iterum ad Trojam magnus mittetur Achilles.” 
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vulgar: the god Elenchus! (to use a personification of Menander) 
the giver and prover of truth, descended into their minds. Inte 
the new intellectual medium, thus altered in its elements, and no 
longer uniform in its quality, the mythes descended by inherit- 
ance; but they were found, to a certain extent, out of harmony 
even with the feelings of the people, and altogether dissonant 
with those of instructed men. But the most superior Greek was 
still a Greek, and cherished the common reverential sentiment 
towards the foretime of his country. Though he could neither 
believe nor respect the mythes as they stood, he was under an 
imperious mental necessity to transform them into a state worthy 
of his belief and respect. Whilst the literal mythe still continued 
to float among the poets and the people, critical men interpreted, 
altered, decomposed, and added, until they found something which 
satisfied their minds as a supposed real basis. They manufac- 
tured some dogmas of supposed original philosophy, and a long 
series of fancied history and chronology, retaining the mythical 
names and generations even when they were obliged to discard 
or recast the mythical events. The interpreted mythe was thus 
promoted into a reality, while the literal mythe was degraded into 
a fiction.2 


1 Lucian, Pseudol. c. 4. IlapaxAnréog juiv tov Mevavdpov mpoddywv ele, 6 
"Bheyxoc, biog aanveia kal rappnoia Gedc, ody 6 donudtatoc ~Ovént Tip 
oxhvay avaBavovrov. (See Meineke ad Menandr. p. 284.) 

® The following passage from Dr. Ferguson’s Essay on Civil Society (part 
ii. sect. i. p. 126) bears well on the subject before us :— 

“Tf conjectures and opinions formed ata distance have not a sufficient 
authority in the history of mankind, the domestic antiquities of every nation 
must for this very reason be received with caution. They are, for the most 
part, the mere conjectures or the fictions of subsequent ages ; and even where 
at first they contained some resemblance of truth, they still vary with the 
imagination of those by whom they were transmitted, and in every genera- 
tion receive a different form. They are made to bear the stamp of the times 
through which they have passed in the form of tradition, not of the ages to 
which their ;retended descriptions relate............ When traditionary 
fables are rehearsed by the vulgar, they bear the marks of a national charee- 
ter, and though mixed with absurdities, often raise the imagination and move 
the heart: when made the materials of poetry, and adorned by the skill and 
the eloquence of an ardent and superior mind, they instruct the understand- 
ing as well as engage the passions. It is only in the management of mere 
antiquaries, or stript of the ornaments which the laws of history forbid them 
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The habit of distinguishing the interpreted from the literal 
mythe has passed from the literary men of antiquity to those of 
the modern world, who have for the most part construed the 
divine mythes as allegorized philosophy, and the heroic mythes 
as exaggerated, adorned, and over-colored history. The early 
ages of Greece have thus been peopled with quasi-historical per- 
sons and quasi-bistorical events, all extracted from the mythes 
after making certain allowances for poetical ornament. But we 
must not treat this extracted product as if it were the original 
substance ; we cannot properly understand it except by viewing 
it in connection with the literal mythes out of which it was ob- 
tained, in their primitive age and appropriate medium, before the 
superior minds had yet outgrown the common faith in an all- 
personified Nature, and learned to restrict the divine free-agency 
by the supposition of invariable physical laws. It is in this point 
of view that the mythes are important for any one who would 
correctly appreciate the general tone of Grecian thought and 
feeling ; for they were the universal mental stock of the Hellenic 
world — common to men and women, rich and poor, instructed 
and ignorant; they were in every one’s memory and in every 
one’s mouth,! while science and history were confined to com- 
to wear, that they become unfit even to amuse the fancy or to serve any purpose 
whatever. 

“Tt were absurd to quote the fable of the Iliad or the Odyssey, the 
legend of Hercules, Theseus, and Cdipus, as authorities in matters of fact 
relating to the history of mankind ; but they may, with great justice, be cited 
to ascertain what were the conceptions and sentiments of the age in which 
they were composed, or to characterize the genius of that people with whose 
imaginations they were blended, and by whom they were fondly rehearsed 
and admired. In this manner, fiction may be admitted to vouch for the 
genius of nations, while history has nothing to offer worthy of credit.” 

To the same purpose, M. Paulin Paris (in his Lettre 4 M. H. de Mon 
merqué, prefixed to the Roman de Berte aux Grams Piés, Paris, 1836), re 
specting the “romans” of the Middle Ages: “Pour bien connaitre Vhis- 
toire du moyen Age, non pas celle des faits, mais celle des moeurs qui rendent 
les faits vraisemblables, il faut Vavoir étudiée dans les romans, et voila 
pourquoi I’Histoire de France n’est pas encore faite.” (p. xxi.) 

1 A curious evidence of the undiminished popularity of the Grecian mythes 
to the exclusion even of recent history, is preserved by Vopiscus at the be- 
ginning of his Life of Aurclian. 

The preefect of the city of Rome, Junius Tiberianus, tovk Vopiscus inta 
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paratively few. We know from Thucydidés how erroneously 
and carelessly the Athenian public of his day retained the his 
tory of Peisistratus, only one century past;' but the adventures 
of the gods and heroes, the numberless explanatory legends at- 
tached to visible objects and periodical ceremonies, were the 
theme of general talk, and any man unacquainted with them 
would have found himself partially excluded from the sympathy 
of his neighbors. The theatrical representations, exhibited to the 
entire city population, and listened to with enthusiastic interest, 
both presupposed and perpetuated acquaintance with the great 
lines of heroic fable: indeed, in later times even the pantomimic 
dancers embraced in their representations the whole field of my- 
thical incident, and their immense success proves at once how 
popular and how well known such subjects were. The names 
and attributes of the heroes were incessantly alluded to in the 
way of illustration, to point out a consoling, admonitory, or re- 
pressive moral: the simple mention of any of them sufficed to 
eall up in every one’s mind the principal events of his life, and 
the poet or rhapsode could thus calculate on touching chords not 
less familiar than susceptible.2 


— —— 


his carriage on the festival-day of the Hilaria; he was connected by the ties 
of relationship with Aurelian, who had died about a generation before — and 
as the carriage passed by the splendid Temple of the Sun, which Aurelian 
had consecrated, he asked Vopiscus, what author had written the life of that 
emperor? To which Vopiscus replied, that he had read some Greek works 
which touched upon Aurelian, but nothing in Latin. Whereat the venerable 
prefect was profoundly grieved: “ Dolorem gemitis sui vir sanctus per hee 
verba profudit: Ergo Thersitem, Sinonem, ceteraque illa prodiyia vetustatis, 
a nos bene scimus, et poster frequentubunt: divum Aurelianum, clarissimum 
principem, severissimum Imperatorem, per quem totus Romano nomini orbis 
est restitutus, posteri nescient? Deus avertat hanc amentiam! Et tamen, 
si bene memini, ephemeridas illius viri scriptas habemus,” etc. (Histories 
August. Scriptt. p. 209, ed. Salmus.) 

This impressive remonstrance produced the Life of Aurelian by Vopiscus 
The materials seem to have been ample and authentic; it is to be regretted 
that they did not fall into the hands of an author qualified to turn them te 
better account. 

! Thucyd. vi. 56. 

* Pausan. i. 3,3. Aéyerar wiv dO) Kal GAAaodk GAnSH mapa ToLg ToAAMEE, 
ola loropiac dvnkéote odor, Kat Soca HKovov ebOde ee raLdGv év Te 26porc Kal 
tpaypoiac tioTa 7youpévouc, etc. The treatise of Lucian, De Saltatione, is 
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A similar effect was produced by the multiplied religious fes- 
tivals and processions, as well as by the oracles and prop Aecies 


acurious proof how much these mythes were in every ones memory, and 
how large the range of knowledge of them was which a good dancer pos- 
sessed (see particularly c. 76-79. t. ii. p. 308-310, Hemst), 

Antiphanés ap. Athene. vi. p. 223 :— 

Maxapiov éorw 7 tpaywdia 
noinua Kata wavr’, el ye prov ol Adyor 
bd Tov Bearar siow éyvwpicuevot 
mplv Kai Tw’ eiteiv: Oc brouvpoar udvov 
Osi Tov ToinrHy. Oldimovy ydp dv ye $a, 
ta 0’ GAAa avr’ icaowv: 6 maTIp Aaiog, 
Lntnp “loxaorn, Suyarépec, Taidec Tivec: 
ti weloe®? obroc, Tt Temoinkev. “Av TAAL 
ein Tic "AAKuaiova, kal Ta radia 
mavr’ evdd¢ elpny’, bre uavele améxTove 
THY unTEp’* ayavaktov 0’ “Adpaotog evPéac 
née, waAv O’ dretoty, ete. 

The first pages of the eleventh Oration of Dia Chrysostom contain some 
striking passages both as to the universal acquaintance with the mythes, and 
as to their extreme popularity (Or. xi. p. 307-312, Reisk). See also the 
commencement of Heraklidés, De Allegorid Homerica (ap. Scriptt. Myth. 
ed. Gale, p. 408), about the familiarity with Homer. 

The Lydé of the poet Antimachus was composed for his own consolation 
under sorrow, by enumerating the 7pwikag ovudopa¢ (Plutarch, Consolat, 
ad Apollén. c. 9.p. 106: compare ZEschines cont. Ktesiph. c. 48): a sepul- 
chral inscription in Théra, on the untimely death of Admétus, a youth of the 
heroie gens Agide, makes a touching allusion to his ancestors Péleus and 
Pherés (Boeckh, C. I. t. ii. p. 1087). 

A curious passage of Aristotle is preserved by Démétrius Phalereus (1lep? 
‘Epunvetac, c. 144),—"Oow yap adrityc Kal povarne eiul, prdouvddorepog 
yéyova (compare the passage in the Nikomachean Ethics, i.9, wovarg¢ Kat 
Grexvoc). Stahr refers this to a letter of Aristotle written in his old age, the 
mythes being the consolation of his solitude (Aristotelia, i. p. 201). 

For the employment of the mythical names and incidents as topics of 
pleasing and familiar comparison, see Menander, Hepi ’Emcdectin. § iv. 
capp. 9 and 11, ap. Walz. Coll. Rhett. t. ix. pp. 283-294. The degree in 
which they passed into the ordinary songs of women is illustrated by a 
touching epigram contained among the Chian Inscriptions published in 
Boeckh’s Collection (No. 2236) :— 

Birra kai Pacvic, gian juépn (%), af ovvépuvror, 
Ai revixpal. ypaiat, T70’ EKACSH WEY buod. 
*Audorepat Koat, mpdrar yévog—o yAvade dp Spor, 
Ilpd¢ Abyvov @ noVove hdouer hucdtéow. 
These two poor women were not afraid to boast of their family desoemt 


Wold) ak 
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which circulated in every city. The annual departure of the 
Theoric ship from Athens to the sacred island of Délos, kept 
alive, in the minds of Athenians generally, the legend of 'Théseus 
and his adventurous enterprise in Krete;! and in like manner 
most of the other public rites and ceremonies were of a com- 
memorative character, deduced from some mythical person or 
incident familiarly known to natives, and forming to strangers a 
portion of the curiosities of the place.® During the period of 
Grecian subjection under the Romans, these curiosities, together 
with their works of art and their legends, were especially clung 
to as a set-off against present degradation. The Théban citizen 
who found himself restrained from the liberty enjoyed by all 
other Greeks, of consulting Amphiaraus as a prophet, though 
the sanctuary and chapel of the hero stood in his own city — 


they probably belonged to some noble gens which traced its origin to a god 
or a hero. About the songs of women, see also Agathias, i. 7. p. 29, ed. 
Bonn. 

In the family of the wealthy Athenian Démocratés was a legend, that his 
primitive ancestor (sou of Zeus by the daughter of the Archégetés of the 
déme Aixdéneis, to which he belonged) had received Heraklés at his table: 
this legend was so rife that the old women sung it,— dep ai vpatat ddovee 
(Plato, Lysis, p. 205). Compare also a legend of the déme ’Avayupobe, 
mentioned in Suidas ad voc. 

“Who is this virgin ?” asks Orestés from Pyladés in the Iphigeneia in 
Tauris of Euripidés (662), respecting his sister Iphigeneia, whom he does 
not know as priestess of Artemis in a foreign land: — 

Tic éoriv 7 vedvig; O¢ ‘EAAnvikag 
‘Avgpe’ ude Tov¢ 7’ év Thi movovg 
Noéotov 7’ ’Ayadv, tov 7’ év olwvoic codbdv 
Kadyarr’, ’AxtAAEwe 7’ odvop’, ete. 
apoaQnon slacks éoriv ) Sévn yévoc 

’Exeidev. ’Apyeia Tuc, etc. 

! Plato, Pheedo, ec. 2. 

* The Philopseudes of Lucian (t. iii. p. 31, Hemst. cap. 2,3, 4) shows not 
only the pride which the general public of Athens and Thébes took in their 
old mythes (Triptolemus, Boreas, and Oreithyia, the Sparti, etc.), but the 
way in which they treated every man who called the stories in question as a 
fool or as an atheist. He remarks, that if the guides who showed the anti- 
quities had been restraired to tell nothing but what was true, they would 
have died of hunger ; for the visiting strangers would not care to hear plain 
trath, even if they could have got it for nothing (ud? duio® Tdv Sévow 
BAgGic dKobew &IeAnoavrav). 
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sould not be satisfied without a knowledge of the story which 
explained the origin of such prohibition,! and which conducted 
him back to the originally hostile relations between Amphiaraus 
and ‘Thébes. Nor can we suppose among the citizens of Sikyén 
anything less than a perfect and reverential conception of the 
legend of Thébes, when we read the account given by Herodotus 
of the conduct of the despot Kleisthenés in regard to Adrastus 
and Melanippus.2 The Troezenian youths and maidens,? who 
universally, when on the eve of marriage, consecrated an offering 
of their hair at the Herédon of Hippolytus, maintained a lively 
recollection of the legend of that unhappy recusant whom Aphro- 
dité had so cruelly punished. Abundant relics preserved in many 
Grecian cities and temples, served both as mementos and attes- 
tations of other legendary events; and the tombs of the heroes 
counted among the most powerful stimulants of mythical remin- 
iscence. The sceptre of Pelops and Agamemndn, still preserved 
in the days of Pausanias at Cheroneia in Beedtia, was the work 
of the god Héphestos. While many other alleged productions 
of the same divine hand were preserved in different cities of 
Greece, this is the only one which Pausanias himself believed to 
be genuine: it had been carried by Elektra, daughter of Aga- 
memnon to Phékis, and received divine honors from the citizens 
of Cheroneia.4 The spears of Mérionés and Odysseus were treas- 
ured up at Engyium in Sicily, that of Achilles at Phasélis ; the 
sword of Memnon adorned the temple of Asklépius at Nicomé- 
dia; and Pausanias, with unsuspecting confidence, adduces the 
two latter as proofs that the arms of the heroes were made of 
brass.5 The hide of the Kalydénian boar was guarded and shown 
by the Tegeates as a precious possession; the shield of Euphor- 
bus was in like manner suspended in the temple of Branchide 
near Milétus, as well as in the temple of Héré in Argos. Visible 


1 Herodot. viii. 134. 2 Herodot. v. 67. 

° Buripid. Hippolyt. 1424; Pausan. ii. 32, 1; Lacian, De Dea Syrid, c. 
60. vol. iv. p. 287, Tauch. 

It is curious to sce in the account of Pausanias how all the petty peculiar. 
ities of the objects around became connected with explanatory details grow 
ing out of this affecting legend. Compare Pausan. EERO 

4 Pausan. ix. 40, 6. 

® Plutarch, Marcell. c. 20; Pausan. iii. 3,6 

VOL. I. 20 
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relics of Epeius and Philoktétés were not wanting, while Strabe 
raises his voice with indignation against the numerous Palladia 
which were shown in different cities, each pretending to be the 
genuine image from Troy.! It would be impossible to specify 
the number of chapels, sanctuaries, solemnities, foundations of 
one sort or another, said to have been first commenced by heroic 
or mythical personages, — by Héraklés, Jasin, Médea, Alkmz6n, 
Diomédés, Odysseus, Danaus, and his daughters,? etc. Perhaps 
in some of these cases particular critics might raise objections, but 
the great bulk of the people entertained a firm and undoubted 
belief in the current legend. 

If we analyze the intellectual acquisitions of a common Gre- 
cian townsman, from the rude communities of Arcadia or Phékis 
even up to the enlightened Athens, we shall find that, over and 
above the rules of art or capacities requisite for his daily wants, 
it consisted chiefly of the various mythes connected with his gens, 
his city, his religious festivals, and the mysteries in which he 
might have chosen to initiate himself, as well as with the works of 
art and the more striking natural objects which he might see 
around him,— the whole set off and decorated by some knowl- 
edge of the epic and dramatic poets. Such was the intellectual 
and imaginative reach of an ordinary Greek, considered apart 
from the instructed few: it was an aggregate of religion, of so- 
cial and patriotic retrospect, and of romantic fancy, blended into 
one indivisible faith. And thus the subjective value of the 
. mythes, looking at them purely as elements of Grecian thought 
and feeling, will appear indisputably great, however little there 
may be of objective reality, either historical or philosophical, 
discoverable under them. 

Nor must we omit the incalculable importance of the mythes 
as stimulants to the imagination of the Grecian artist in sculp- 
ture, in painting, in carving, and in architecture. From the 
divine and heroic legends and personages were borrowed those 


* Pausan. viii. 46, 1; Diogen. Laér. viii. 5; Strabo, vi. p. 263; Appian, 
Bell. Mithridat. c. 77; /®schyl. Eumen. 380. 

Wachsmuth has collected the numerous citations out of Pausanias on this 
subject (Hellenische Alterthumskunde, part ii. sect. 115. p. 111). 

? Herodot. ii. 182; Plutarch, Pyrrh. c. 32; Schol. Apoll. Rbhod iv. 1217: 
Diodér. iv. 56. 
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paintings, statues, and reliefs, which rendered the tempu's, [or 
ticos, and public buildings, at Athens and elsewhere, objects of 
surpassing admiration ; and such visible reproduction contributed 
again to fix the types of the gods and heroes familiarly and in- 
delibly on the public mind.! The figures delineated on cups and 
vases, as well as on the walls of private houses, were chiefly 
drawn from the same source — the mythes being the great store- 
house of artistic scenes and composition. 

To enlarge on the characteristic excellence of Grecian art 
would here be out of place: I regard it only in so far as, having 
originally drawn its materials from the mythes, it reacted upon 
the mythical faith and imagination —the reaction imparting 
strength to the former as well as distinctness to the latter. To 
one who saw constantly before him representations of the battles 
of the Centaurs or the Amazons,? of the exploits performed by 
Perseus and Bellerophon, of the incidents composing the Trojan 
war or the Kalydénian boar-hunt — the process of belief, even 
in the more fantastic of these conceptions, became easy in pro- 
portion as the conception was familiarized. And if any person 
had been slow to believe in the efficacy of the prayers of Aa. 
kus, whereby that devout hero once obtained special relief from 
Zeus, at a moment when Greece was perishing with long-con- 
tinued sterility, his doubts would probably vanish when, on visit- 
ing the Aakeium at A%gina, there were exhibited to him the 
statues of the very envoys who had come on the behalf of the 
distressed Greeks to solicit that ANakus would pray for them.3 A 
Grecian templet was not simply a place of worship, but the 
actual dwelling-place of a god, who was believed to be introduced 
by the solemn dedicatory ceremony, and whom the imagination 
of the people identified in the most intimate manner with his 


MHurSéov dperaic, the subjects of the works of Polygnotus at Athens 
(Melanthius ap. Plutarch. Cimon. c. 4): compare Theocrit. xv. 138. 

2 The Centauromachia and the Amazonomachia are constantly associated 
together in the ancient Grecian reliefs (see the Expedition Scientifique de 
Morée, t. ii. p. 16, in the explanation of the temple of Apollo Epikureius at 
Phigaleia). 

3 Pausan. ii. 29, 6. 

4 Ernst Curtius, Die Akropolis von inend Berlin, 1844, p. 18. Arnobinc 
ady Gentes, vi. p 203, ed. Elmenhorst 
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statue. The presence or removal of the statue was conceived as 
identical with that of the being represented, — and while the 
statue was solemnly washed, dressed, and tended with all the re- 
spectful solicitude which would have been bestowed upon a real 
person,! miraculous tales were often rife respecting the manifesta- 
tion of real internal feeling in the wood and the marble. At 
perilous or critical moments, the statue was affirmed to have 
sweated, to have wept, to have closed its eyes, or brandished the 
spear in its hands, in token of sympathy or indignation.2 Such 
legends, springing up usually in times of suffering and danger, 
and finding few men bold enough openly to contradict them, ran 
in complete harmony with the general mythical faith, and tended 


1 See the case of the A@ginetans lending the /®akids for a time to the 
Thebans (Herodot. v. 80), who soon, however, returned them: likewise send- 
ing the A®akids to the battle of Salamis (viii. 64-80). The Spartans, when 
they decreed that only one of their two kings should be out on military 
service, decreed at the same time that only one of the Tyndarids should go 
out with them (v. 75): they once lent the Tyndarids as aids to the envoys 
of Epizephyrian Locri, who prepared for them a couch on board their ship 
(Diodor. Excerpt. xvi. p. 15, Dindorf). The Thebans grant their hero 
Melanippus to Kleisthenés of Sikyén (vy. 68). What was sent, must proba- 
bly have been a consecrated copy of the genuine statue. 

Respecting the solemnities practised towards the statues, see Plutarch, 
Alkibiad. 34; Kallimach. Hymn. ad Lavacr. Palladis, init. with the note 
of Spanheim; K. O. Miller, Archzologie der Kunst, § 69; compare 
Plutarch, Question. Romaic. § 61. p. 279; and Tacit. Mor. Germ. c. 40; 
Diodor. xvii. 49. 

The manner in which the real presence of a hero was identified with his 
statue (Tdv dikalov det Sedy olKor wévery oblovTa Tove idpuséevovc. — Mcnan- 
der, Fragm. ‘Hvioyoc, p. 71, Meineke), consecrated ground, and oracle, is 
nowhere more powerfully attested than in the Heroica of Philostratus (capp. 
2-20. pp. 674-692; also De Vit. Apollén. Tyan. iv. 11), respecting Protesi- 
laus at Eleeus, Ajax at the Aianteium, and Hectér at lium: Protesilaus 
appeared exactly in the equipment of his statue, — yAayuida évimrat, séve, 
Tov OeTTadiKov Tpdrov, GorEp Kai TO dyadpua TodTO (p. 674). The presence 
and sympathy of the hero Lykus is essential to the satisfaction of the Athe- 
nian dikasts (Aristophan. Vesp. 389-820) : the fragment of Lucilius, quoted 
by Lactantius, De Falsd Religione (i. 22), is curious. — Toi¢ jpwor toig Kata 
THY TOAW Kai THY YOpavy id pvuévotg (Lycurgus cont. Leocrat. c. 1). 

* Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 12; Strabo, vi. p. 264. Theophrastus treats the 
perspiration as a natural phenomenon in the statues made of cedar-wood 
(Histor. Plant. v. 10). Plutarch discusses the credibility of this sort of 
miracles in his Life of Coriolanus, c. 37-38. 
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to strengthen it in all its various ramifications. The renewed 
activity of the god or hero both brought to mind and accredited 
the preéxisting mythes connected with hisname. When Boreas, 
during the invasion of Greece by Xerxés, and in compliance 
with the fervent prayers of the Athenians, had sent forth a provi 
dential storm, to the irreparable damage of the Persian armada,} 
the sceptical minority (alluded to by Plato), who doubted the 
mythe of Boreas and Oreithyia, and his close connection thus ac- 
quired with Erechtheus, and the Erechtheids generally, must for 
the time have been reduced to absolute silence. 


CHAPTER XVII. 


THE GRECIAN MYTHICAI, VEIN COMPARED WITH THAT OF 
MODERN EUROPE. 


I Have already remarked that the existence of that popula’ 
narrative talk, which the Germans express by the significant 
word Sage or Volks-Sage, in a greater or less degree of perfection 
or development, is a phenomenon common to almost all stages 
of society and to almost all quarters of the globe. It is the 
natural effusion of the unlettered, imaginative, and believing man, 
and its maximum of influence belongs to an early state of the 
human mind; for the multiplication of recorded facts, the diffu- 
sion of positive science, and the formation of a critical standard 
of belief, tend to discredit its dignity and to repress its easy and 


—_ 


1 Herodot. vii. 189. Compare the gratitude of the Megalopolitans to 
Boreas for having preserved them from the attack of the Lacedemonian king 
Agis (Pausan. viii. 27, 4. — viii. 36,4). When the Ten Thousand Greeks 
were on their retreat through the cold mountains of Armenia, Boreas blew 
in their faces, “ parching and freezing intolerably.” One of the prophets 
recommended that a sacrifice should be offered to him, which was done, 
“and the painful effect of the wind appeared to every one forthwith to cease 
in a marked manner;” (kal maou dp mepipavds Edoge Anat Td yaderrdv ro® 
mvevuatoc. — Xenoph. Anab. iv. 5, 3.) 
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abundant flow. It supplies to the poet both materials te recom 
bine and adorn, and a basis as well as a stimulus for further im 
ventions of his own; and this at a time when the poet is religious 
teacher, historian, and philosopher, all in one,—not, as he be- 
comes at a more advanced period, the mere purveyor of avowed, 
though interesting, fiction. 

Such popular stories, and such historical songs (meaning by 
historical, simply that which is accepted as history) are found in 
most quarters of the globe, and especially among the Teutonie 
and Celtic populations of early Europe. The old Gothic songs 
were cast into a continuous history by the historian Ablavius ;! 
and the poems of the Germans respecting Tuisto the earth-born 
god, his son Mannus, and his descendants the eponyms of the va- 
rious German tribes,2 as they are briefly described by Tacitus, 
remind us of Hesiod, or Eumélus, or the Homeric Hymns. 
Jacob Grimm, in his learned and valuable Deutsche Mythologie, 
has exhibited copious evidence of the great fundamental analogy, 
along with many special differences, between the German, Scan- 
dinavian, and Grecian mythical world; and the Dissertation of 
Mr. Price (prefixed to his edition of Warton’s History of En 
glish Poetry) sustains and illustrates Grimm’s view. The same 
personifying imagination — the same ever-present conception of 
the will, sympathies, and antipathies of the gods as the producing 
causes of phanomena, and as distinguished from a course of na- 
ture with its invariable sequence —the same relations between 
gods, heroes, and men, with the like difficulty of discriminating 
the one from the other in many individual names —a similar 
wholesale transfer of human attributes to the gods, with the ab- 
sence of human limits and liabilities — a like belief in Nymphs, 
Giants, and other beings, neither gods nor men — the same co- 
alescence of the religious with the patriotic feeling and faith 
— these are positive features common to the early Greeks with 
the early Germans: and the negative conditions of the two 


1 Jornandes, De Reb. Geticis, capp. 4-6. 

* Tacit. Mor. German. c. 2. “ Celebrant carminibus antiquis, quod unum 
apud eos memorize et annalium genus est, Tuistonem Deum terra editum, et 
filiam Mannum, originem gentis conditoresque. Quidam licentid vetustatis, 
vlures Deo ortos, pluresque gentis appellationes, Marsos, Gambrivios Sum 
vos. Vandaliosque affirmant: eaque vera et antiqua nomina* 
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are not less analogous — the absence of prose writing, positive 
records, and scientific culture. The preliminary basis and 
encouragements for the mythopeic faculty were thus extremely 
similar. 

But though the prolific forces were the same in kind, the re- 
sults were very different in degree, and the developing circum. 
stances were more different still. 

First, the abundance, the beauty, and the long continuance of 
early Grecian poetry, in the purely poetical age, is a phanome- 
non which has no parallel elsewhere. 

Secondly, the transition of the Greek mind from its poetical to 
its comparatively positive state was self-operated, accomplished 
by its own inherent and expansive force — aided indeed, but by 
no means either impressed or provoked, from without. From the 
poetry of Homer, to the history of Thugydidés and the philoso- 
phy of Plato and Aristotle, was a prodigious step, but it was the 
native growth of the Hellenic youth into an Hellenic man; and 
what is of still greater moment, it was brought about without 
breaking the thread either of religious or patriotic tradition — 
without any coercive innovation or violent change in the mental 
feelings. The legendary world, though the ethical judgments and 
rational criticisms of superior men had outgrown it, still retained 
its hold upon their feelings as an object of affectionate and reve- 
rential retrospect. 

Far different from this was the development of the early Ger 
mans. We know little about their early poetry, but we shall run 
no risk of error in affirming that they hal nothing to compare 
with either Iliad or Odyssey. Whether, if left to themselves, 
they would have possessed sufficient progressive power to make 
a step similar to that of the Greeks, is a question which we 
cannot answer. Their condition, mental as well as political, was 
violently changed by a foreign action from without. The in- 
fluence of the Roman empire introduced artificially among them 
new institutions, new opinions, habits, and luxuries, and, above 
all, a new religion; the Romanized Germans becoming them- 
selves successively the instruments of this revolution with regard 
to such of their brethren as still remained heathen. It was a 
revolution often brought about by penal and coercive means: the 
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old gods Thor and Woden were formally deposed and renounced, 
their images were crumbled into dust, and the sacred oaks of 
worship and prophecy hewn down. But even where conver- 
sion was the fruit of preaching and persuasion, it did not the less 
preak up all the associations of a German with respect to that 
mythical world which he called his past, and of wich the ancient 
god: constituted both the charm and the sanctity: he had now 
only the alternative of treating them either as men or as demons.! 
That mixed religious and patriotic retrospect, formed by the 
coalescence of piety with ancestral feeling, which constituted the 
appropriate sentiment both of Greeks and of Germans towards 
their unrecorded antiquity, was among the latter banished by 
Christianity: and while the root of the old mythes was thus 
cankered, the commemorative ceremonies and customs with which 
they were connected, either lost their consecrated character or 
disappeared altogether. Moreover, new influences of great im- 
portance were at the same time brought to bear. The Latin 
language, together with some tinge of Latin literature — the habit 
of writing and of recording present events — the idea of a sys- 
tematic law and pacific adjudication of disputes, — all these form 
ed a part of the general working of Roman civilization, even after 
the decline of the Roman empire, upon the Teutonic and Celtie 


‘ On the hostile influence exercised by the change of religion on the old 
Scandinavian poetry, see an interesting article of Jacob Grimm im the Got- 
tingen Gelehrte Anzeigen, Feb. 1830, pp. 268-273 ; a review of Olaf Tryggv- 
son’s Saga. The article Helden, in his Deutsche Mythologie, is also full of 
instruction on the same subject: see also the Einleitung to the book, p. 11, 
2nd edition. 

A similar observation has been made with respect to the old mythes of 
the pagan Russians by Hichhoff: “ L’établissement du Christianisme, ce 
gage du bonheur des nations, fut vivement apprécié par les Russes, qui dans 
leur juste reconnaissance, le personnifiérent dans un héros. Vladimir le 
Grand, ami des arts, protecteur de la religion qu’il protégea, et dont les 
fruits frent oublier les fautes, devint lArthus et le Charlemagne de la Rus- 
sie, et ses hauts faits furent un mythe national qui domina tous ceux ae 
paganisme. Autour de lui se groupérent ces guerriers aux formes athléti- 
ques, au cceur généreux, dont la poésie aime a entourer le berceau mystéri- 
eux des peuples: et les exploits du vaillant Dobrinia, de Rogdai, d’Ilia, de 
Curilo, animérent les ballades nationales. et vivent encore dans de natfa 


récits.” (Eichhoff, Histoire de la Langue et Littérature des Slaves, Paris, 
1839, part iii. ch. 2. p. 190.) 
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tribes. A class of specially-educated. men was formed, upon 8 
Latin basis and upon Christian principles, consisting too almost 
entirely of priests, who were opposed, as well by motives of rival- 
ry as by religious feeling, to the ancient bards and storytellers of 
the community: the “ lettered men”! were constituted apart from 
“the men of story,” and Latin literature contributed along with 
religion to sink the mythes of untaught heathenism. Charle- 
magne, indeed, at the same time that he employed aggressive and 
violent proceedings to introduce Christianity among the Saxons, 
also took special care to commit to writing and preserve the old 
heathen songs But there can be little doubt that this step was 
the suggestion of a large and enlightened understanding peculiar 
to himself. The disposition general among lettered Christians 
of tha. ge is more accurately represented by his son Louis le 
Debonnaire, who, having learned these songs as a boy, came to 
abhor them when he arrived at mature years, and could never 
be induced either to repeat or tolerate them.? 

According to the old heathen faith, the pedigree of the Saxon, 
Anglian, Danish, Norwegian, and Swedish kings, — probably also 
those of the German and Scandinavian kings generally, — was 
traced to Odin, or to some of his immediate companions or heroic 
sons. I have already observed that the value of these genealo- 


‘ This distinction is curiously brought to view by Saxo Grammaticus, 
where he says of an Englishman named Lucas, that he was “ literis quidem 
tenuiter instructus, sed historiarum scientia apprime eruditus” (p. 330, apud 
Dahlmann’s Historische Forschungen, vol. i. p. 176). 

2 “ Barbara et antiquissima carmina (says Eginhart, in his Life of Charle- 
magne), quibus veterum regum actus et bella canebantur, conscripsit.” 

Theganus says of Louis le Debonnaire, “ Poetica carmina gentilia, qué’ 
in juventute didicerat, respuit, nec legere, nec audire, nec docere, voluif 
(De Gestis Ludovici Imperatoris ap. Pithceum, p. 304, c. xix.) 

3 See Grimm’s Deutsche Mythologie, art Helden, p. 356, 2nd edit. Hen 
gist and Horsa were fourth in descent from Odin (Venerable Bede, Hist. 1 
15). Thiodolff, the Scald of Harold Haarfager king of Norway, traced the 
pedigree of his sovereign through thirty generations to Yngarfrey, the son 
of Niord, companion of Odin at Upsal; the kings of Upsal were called Yng- 
linger, and the song of Thiodolff, Ynglingatal (Dahlmann, Histor. Forschung, 
2 p. 3879). Eyvind, another Scald, a century afterwards, deduced the pedi- 
gree of Jarl Hacon from Saming, son of Yngwifrey (p. 381). Are Frode, 
the Icelandic historian, carried up his own genealogy through thirty-six 
generations to Yngwe; a genealogy which Torfsus accepts as trustworthy 
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gies consisted not so mueh in their length, as in the reverence 
attached to the name serving as primitive source. After ‘the 
worship attached to Odin had been extinguished, the genealogi- 
cal line was lengthened up to Japhet or Noah, —and Odin, no 
longer accounted worthy to stand at the top, was degraded into 
one of the simple human members of it.! And we find this 
alteration of the original mythical genealogies to have taken 
place even among the Scandinavians, although the introduction 
of Christianity was in those parts both longer deferred, so as to 


opposing it to the line of kings given by Saxo Grammaticus (p. 352). Tor 
feeus makes Harold Haarfager a descendant from Odin through twenty-seven 
generations; Alfred of England through twenty-three generations; Offa of 
Mercia through fifteen (p. 362). See also the translation by Lange of P. A. 
Miiller’s Saga Bibliothek, Introd. p. xxviii. and the genealogical tables pre- 
fixed to Snorro Sturleson’s Edda. 

Mr. Sharon Turner conceives the human existence of Odin to be distinct- 
ly proved, seemingly upon the same evidence as Euémerus believed in the 
human existence of Zeus (History of the Anglo-Saxons, Appendix to b. ii. 
ch..3., p.. 219, 5th edit). 

! Dahlmann, Histor. Forschung. t. i. p. $8). There is a valuable article 
on this subject in the Zeitschrift fir Gesclichts Wissenschaft (Berlin, vol. i. 
pp. 237-282) by Stuhr, “ Uber einige Hauptfragen des Nordischen Alterthums,” 
wherein the writer illustrates both the strong motive and the effective ten- 
dency, on the part of the Christian clergy who had to deal with these newly- 
converted Teutonic pagans, to Huémerize the old gods, and to represent a 
genealogy, which they were unable to efface from men’s minds, as if it con 
sisted only of mere men. 

Mr. John Kemble (Uber die Stammtafel der Westsachsen, ap. Stuhr, :p. 
254) remarks, that “ nobilitas,” among that people, consisted in descent from 
Odin and the other gods. 

Colonel Sleeman also deals in the same manner with the religious legends 
of the Hindoos, — so natural is the proceeding of Euémerus, towards any 
religion in which a critic does not believe : — 

“They (the Hindoos) of course think that the incarnation of their three 
great divinities were beings infinitely superior to prophets, being in all their 
attributes and prerogatives equal to the divinities themselves. But we are 
disposed to think that these incarnations were nothing more than great men whom 
their flatterers and poets have exalted into gods, — this was the way in which men 
made their gods in ancient Greece and Egypt.— All that the poets have sung 
of the actions of these men is now received as revelation from heaven: 
though nothing can be more monstrous than the actions ascribed to the best 
incarnation, Krishna, of the best of the gods, Vishnoo.” (Sleeman, Rambles 
and Recollections of an Indian Official, vol. i. ch. viii. 61.) 
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‘leave tine fora more ample development of the heathen poetical 
vein-—and seems to have created a less decided feeling of anti 
pathy (especial'y in Iceland) towards the extinct faith.! ‘The 
poems and tales composing the Edda, though first committed to 
writing after the period of Christianity, do not present the ancient 
gods in a point of view intentionally odious or degrading. 

The transposition above alluded to, of the genealogical root 
from Odin to Noah, is the more worthy of notice, as it illustrates 
the genuine character of these genealogies, and shows that they 
sprung, not from any erroneous historical data, but from the turn 
of the religious feeling; also that their true value is derived 
from their being taken entire, as connecting the existing race of 
men with a divine original. If we could imagine that Grecian 
paganism had been superseded by Christianity in the year 500 
B.C., the great and venerated gentile genealogies of Greece would 
have undergone the like modification ; the Herakleids, Pelopids, 
AMakids, Asklepiads, &c., would have been merged in some larger 
aggregate branching out from the archeology of the Old Testa- 
ment. The old heroic legends connected with these ancestral 
names would either have been forgotten, or so transformed as’ to 
suit the new vein of thought; for the altered worship, ceremo- 
nies, 2..d customs would have been altogether at variance with 
them, « J the mythical feeling would have ceased to dwell upon 
those to hom prayers were no longer offered. If the oak of 
Dédoéna had been cv? down, or the Theoric ship had ceased to be 
sent from Athens to Délos, the mythes of Theseus and of the two 
black deves ws al¢ have lost their pertinence, and died away. As 
it was, the chasye from Homer to Thucydidés and Aristotle took 
place internally, gradually, and imperceptibly. Philosophy and 
history wers superinduced in the minds of the superior few. but 
the feelings of the general public continued unshaken — the sa- 
ered opjects remained the same both to the eye and to the heart 


See P. E. Miiller, Uber den Ursprung und Verfall der Islandischen 
Historiographie, p. 63. 

In the Leitfaden zur Nordischen Alterthumskunde, pp. 4-5 (Copenhagen, 
1837), is an instructive sanymary of the different schemes of interpretation 
applied to the northern 1ayenes: 1, the historical; 2, the geographical; 3 
the astronomical; 4, the pb)u» al: 5, the allegorical. 
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—and the worship of the ancient gods was even adorned by new 
architects and sculptors who greatly strengthened its imposing 
effect. 

While then in Greece the mythopeic stream continued in the 
same course, only with abated current and influence, in modern 
Europe its ancient bed was blocked up, and it was turned into 
new and divided channels. The old religion — though as an as- 
cendent faith, unanimously and publicly manifested, it became 
extinct —still continued in detached scraps and fragments, and 
under various alterations of name and form. The heathen gods 
and goddesses, deprived as they were of divinity, did not pass 
out of the recollection and fears of their former worshippers, but 
were sometimes represented (on principles like those of Euéme- 
rus) as having been eminent and glorious men — sometimes de- 
graded into demons, magicians, elfs, fairies, and other supernatural 
agents, of an inferior grade and generally mischievous cast. 
Christian writers, such as Saxo Grammaticus and Snorro Stur- 
leson, committed to writing the ancient oral songs of the Scandiv- 
ian Scalds, and digested the events contained in them into contin- 
uous narrative — performing in this respect a task similar to that 
of the Grecian logographers Pherekydés and Hellanikus, in 
reference to Hesiod and the Cyclic poets. But while Pherekydés 
and Hellanikus compiled under the influence of feelings substan- 
tially the same as those of the poets on whom they bestowed 
their care, the Christian logographers felt it their duty to point out 
the Odin and Thor of the old Scalds as evil demons, or cunning 
enchanters, who had fascinated the minds of men into a false belief 
in their divinity.! In some cases, the heathen recitals and ideas 


'Interea tamen homines Christiani in numina non credant ethnica, nee 
aliter fidem narrationibus hisce adstruere vel adhibere debent, quam in libri 
hujus procemio monitum est de causis et occasionibus cur et quomodo genus 
humanum a vera fide aberraverit.” (Extract from the Prose Edda, p. 75, 
in the Lexicon Mythologicum ad calcem Edde Semund. vol. iii. p. 357, Co- 
penhag. edit.) 

A similar warning is to be found in another passage cited by P. E. Miiller 
Uber den Ursprung und Vorfall der Islindischen Historiographie, p. 138 
Copunhagen, 1813; compare the Prologue to the Prose Edda, p. 6, and Mal- 
let, Introduction 4 Histoire de Dannemare, ch. vii. pp. 114-132. 

Saxo Grammaticus represents Odin sometimes as a magician, sometimea 
ss an evil demon, sometimes as a high priest or pontiff of heathenism, who 
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were modified so as to suit Christian feeling. But when preserved 
without such a change, they exhibited themselves palpably, and 
were designated by their compilers, as at variance with the reli- 
gious belief of the people, and as associated either with impos- 
ture or with evil spirits. 

A new vein of sentiment had arisen in Europe, unsuitable in- 
deed to the old mythes, yet leaving still in force the demand for 
mythical narrative generally. And this demand was satisfied, 
speaking generally, by two classes of narratives,— the legends 
of the Catholic Saints and the Romances of Chivalry, corres 
sponding to two types of character, both perfectly accommodated 
to the feelings of the time,— the saintly ideal and the chivalrous 
ideal. 

Both these two classes of narrative correspond, in character as 
well as in general purpose, to the Grecian mythes — being sto- 
ries accepted as realities, from their full conformity with the pre- 
dispositions and deep-seated faith of an uncritical audience, and 
prepared beforehand by their authors, pot with any reference to 


imposed so powerfully upon the people around him as to receive divine hon- 
ors. Thor also is treated as having been an evil demon. (See Lexicon 
Mythologie. ut supra, pp. 567, 915.) 

Respecting the function of Snorro as logographer, see Preefat. ad Eddam, 
at supra, p. xi. He is much more faithful, and less unfriendly to the old re- 
ligion, than the other logographers of the ancient Scandinavian Sagas. (Leit- 
faden der Nordischen Alterthiimer, p. 14, by the Antiquarian Society of 
Copenhagen, 1837.) 

By a singular transformation, dependent upon the same tone of mind, the 
authors of the French Chansons de Geste, in the twelfth century, turned 
Apollo into an evil demon, patron of the Mussulmans (see the Roman of 
Garin le Loherain, par M. Paulin Paris, 1833, p. 31): “ Car mieux vaut Diex 
que ne fait Apollis.” M. Paris observes, “Cet ancien Dieu des beaux arts 
est l’un des démons le plus souvent désignés dans nos poémes, comme patron 
des Musulmans.” 

The prophet Mahomet, too, anathematized the old Persian epic anterior to 
his religion. “ C’est4l’occasion de Naser Ibn al-Hareth, qui avait apporté de 
Perse Histoire de Rustem et d’Isfendiar, et la faisait réciter par des chan- 
tenses dans les assemblées des Koreischites, que Mahomet prononga le vers 
suivant (of the Koran): Il y a des hommes qui achetent des contes frivoles, 
pour dé:ourner par-l les hommes de la voie de Dieu, d’une maniereinsensée, 
et pour la livrer 4 la risée: mais leur punit.on les couvrira de honte.’ 
(Mohi, Préface au Livre des Rois de Ferdoasi, p. xiii.) 
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the conditions of historical proof, but for the purpose of calling 
forth sympathy, emotion, or reverence. The type of the saintly 
character belongs to Christianity, being the history of Jesus 
Christ as described in the gospels, and that of the prophets in 
the Old Testament; whilst the lives of holy men, who acquired 
a religious reputation from the fourth to the reurtcenth century 
of the Christian era, were invested with attributes, and illustrated 
with ample details, tending to assimilate them to this revered 
model. The numerous miracles, the cure of diseases, the expul- 
sion of demons, the temptations and sufferings, the teachings 
and commands, with which the biography of Catholic saints 
abounds, grew chiefly out of this pious feeling, common to the 
writer and to his readers. Many of the other incidents, recounted 
in the same performances, take their rise from misinterpreted al- 
legories, from ceremonies and customs of which it was pleasing 
to find a consecrated origin, or from the disposition to convert the 
etymology of a name into matter of history: many have also been 
suggested by local peculiarities, and by the desire of stimulating 
or justifying the devotional emotions of pilgrims who visited some 
consecrated chapel or image. The dove was connected, in the 
faith of the age, with the Holy Ghost, the serpent with Satan; 
lions, wolves, stags, unicorns, etc. were the subjects of other em- 
blematic associations ; and such modes of belief found expression 
for themselves in many narratives which brought the saints into 
conflict or conjoint action with these various animals. Legends 
of this kind, so indefinitely multiplied and so preéminently pop- 
ular and affecting, in the Middle Ages, are not exaggerations cf 
particular matters of fact, but emanations in detail of some cur- 
rent faith or feeling, which they served to satisfy, and by which 
they were in turn amply sustained and accredited.! 


' The legends of the Saints have been touched upon by M. Guizot (Cours 
a’ Histoire Moderne, lecon xvii.) and by M. Ampére ( Histoire Littéraire de la 
France, t. ii. cap. 14, 15, 16) ; but a far more copious and elaborate account 
of them, coupled with much just criticism, is to be found in the valuable 
Essai sur les Légendes Pieuses du Moyen Age, par L. F. Alfred Maury, 
Paris, 1843. 

M, Guizot scarcely adverts at all to the more or less of matter of fact con 
tained in these biographies : he regards them altogether as they grew out of 
and answered to the predominant emotions and mental exigences of the age: 
* Au milieu d’un céluge de fables absurdes, la morale éclate avec un grand 
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Every reader of Pausanias will recognize the great general 
analogy between the stories recounted to him at the temples 
which he visited, and these legends of the Middle Ages. Though 
the type of character which the latter illustrate is indeed mate- 
rially different, yet the source as well as the circulation, the gen- 
erating as well as the sustaining forces, were in both cases the 
same. Such legends were the natural growth of a religious faith, 


empire ” (p. 159, ed. 1829). “ Les légendes ont été pour les Chrétiens de ce 
temps (qu’on me permette cette comparaison purement littéraire) ce que sont 
pour les Orientaux ces longs récits, ces histoires si brillantes et si variées, 
dont les Mille et une Nuits nous donnent un échantillon. C’était 14 que 
Pimagination populaire errait librement dans un monde inconnu, merveil- 
leux, plein de mouvement et de poésie” (p. 175, ibid). 

M. Guizot takes his comparison with the tales of the Arabian Nights, as 
heard by an Oriental with uninquiring and unsuspicious credence. Viewed 
with reference to an instructed European, who reads these narratives as 
pleasing but recognized fiction, the comparison would not be just; for no one 
in that age dreamed of questioning the truth of the biographies. All the 
remarks of M. Guizot assume this implicit faith in them as literal histories: 
perhaps, in estimating the feelings to which they owed their extraordinary 
popularity, he allows too little predominance to the religious feeling, and too 
much influence to other mental exigences which then went along with it; 
more especially as he remarks, in the preceding lecture (p. 116), “ Le carac- 
\ére général de l'epoque est la concentration du développement intellectuel 
dans la sphére religieuse.” 

How this absorbing religious sentiment operated in generating and accred- 
iting new matter of narrative, is shown with great fulness of detail in the 
work of M. Maury: “Tous les écrits du moyen age nous apportent la 
preuve de cette préoccupation exclusive des esprits vers |’Histoire Sainte et 
les prodiges qui avaient signalé l’avenement du Christianisme. Tous nous 
montrent la pensée de Dieu et du Ciel, dominant les moindres ceuvres de 
cette €époque de natve et de crédule simplicité. D*aflleurs, n’étaite-ce pas le 
moine, le clere, qui constituaient alors les seuls écrivains? Qu’y a-t-il 
d’étonnant que le sujet habituel de leurs méditations, de leurs études, se 
reflétat sans cesse dans leurs ouvrages ? Partout reparaissait 4 ’imagination 
Jésus et ses Saints: cette image, l’esprit laccueillait avec soumission et 
obéissance: il n’osait pas encore envisager ces célestes pensées avec |’ceil de 
la critique, armé de défiance et de doute; au contraire, lintelligence les 
acceptait toutes indistinctement et s’en nourrissait avec avidité. Ainsi s’ac- 
eréditaient tous les jours de nouvelles fables. Une foi vive veut sans cesse de 
nouveaux fuits qu'elle puisse croire, comme la charité veut de nouveaux bien- 
faits pours s’exercer” (p. 43). The remarks on the History of St. Christo- 
pher, whose perscnality was allegorized by ~ather and Melancthon, are 
eurious (p. 57) 
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earnest, unexamining, and ixterwoven with the feelings at. a time 
when the reason does not need to be cheated. The lives of the 
Saints bring us even back to the simple and ever-operative theo 
logy of the Homeric age; so constantly is the hand of God ex 
hibited even in the minutest details, for the succor of a favored 
individual, — so completely is the scientific point of view, re- 
specting the phenomena of nature, absorbed into the religious.! 
During the intellectual vigor of Greece and Rome, a sense of the 
invariable course of nature and of the scientific explanation of 
phenomena had been created among the superior minds, and 
through them indirectly among the remaining community; thus 
limiting to a certain extent the ground open to be occupied by a 
religious legend. With the decline of the pagan literature and 
philosophy, before the sixth century of the Christian era, this 
scientific conception gradually passed out of sight, and left the 
mind free to a religious interpretation of nature not less simple 
and naif than that which had prevailed under the Homeric pa- 
ganism.2. The great religious movement of the Reformation, and 


1“ Dans les prodiges que l’on admettait avoir di nécessairement s’opérer 
au tombeau du saint nouvellement canonisé, l’expression, ‘ Czci visum, 
claudi gressum, muti loquelam, surdi auditum, paralytici debitum membro 
rum officium, recuperabant, était devenue plitot une formule d’usage que la 
rélation littérale du fait.” (Maury, Essai sur les Légendes Pieuses dt 
Moyen Age, p. 5.) 

To the same purpose M. Ampere, ch. 14. p. 8361: “Il y a un certaiu nom- 
bre de faits que ’agiographie reproduit constamment, quelque soit son héros: 
ordinairement ce personnage a eu dans sa jeunesse une vision qui lui a 
révélé son ayenir: ou bien, une prophétie lui a annoncé ce qu’il serait un 
jour. Plus tard, il opere un certain nombre de miracles, toujours lea 
mémes; il exorcise des possédés, ressuscite des morts, il est averti de sa fin 
par un songe. Puis sur son tombeau s’accomplissent d’autres merveilles 
a-peu-prés semblables.” 

* A few words from M. Ampére to illustrate this: “ C’est donc au sixiéme 
siécle que la légende se constitue: c’est alors qu’elle prend complétement le 
earactére naif qui lui appartient: qu’elle est elle-méme, qu'elle se sépare de 
toute influence étrangere. En méme temps, lignorance devient de plus em 
plus grossiére, et par suite la crédulité s’accroit: les calamités du temps sent 
plus lourdes, et on aun plus grand besoin de remeéde et de consolation 
+++... Les récits miraculeux se substituent aux argumens de la théologie. 
Les miracles sont devenus la meilleure démonstration du Christianisme | 
¢est la seule que puissent comprendre les esprits grossiers des barbares” (¢ 
15. p. 373). 


Again, c. 17. p. 401: “Um des earactéres de la légende est de méler con 
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the gradual furmation of critical and philosophical habits in the 
modern mind, have caused these legends of the Saints, — once 


stamment le puéril au grand: il faut lavouer, elle défigure parfois un peu 
ces hommes d’une trempe si forte, en mettant sur leur compte des anecdotes 
dont le caractére n’est pas toujours sérieux; elle en ausé ainsi pour St. 
Columban, dont nous verrons tout 4 ’heure le réle vis-A-vis de Brunechaut 
et des chefs Mérovingiens. La légende auroit pu se dispenser de nous 
apprendre, comment un jour, il se fit rapporter par un corbean les gants 
quil avait perdus: comment, un autre jour, il empécha la biére de couler 
dun tonnrau percé, et diverses merveilles, certainement indignes de sa 
mémoire:” ; 

The miracle by which St. Columban employed the raven to fetch back his 
lost gloves, is exactly in the character of the Homeric and Hesiodic age: the 
earnest faith, as well as the reverential sympathy, between the Homeric man 
and Zeus or Athéné, is indicated by the invocation of their aid for has own 
sufferings of detail, and in his own need and danger. The criticism of M. 
Ampeére, on the other hand, is analogous to that of the later pagans, after 
the conception of a course of nature had become established in men’s minds, 
so far as that exceptional interferences by the gods was understood to be, 
comparatively speaking, rare, and only supposable upon what were called 
great emergences. 

In the old Hesiodic legend (see above, ch. ix. p. 245), Apollo is apprized 
by a raven of the infidelity of the nymph Korénis to him — 7@ pév ap’ Gyye- 
dog HAS xépaé, etc. (the raven appears elsewhere as companion of Apollo, 
Plutarch. de Isid. et Os. p. 379, Herod. iv. 15.) Pindar, in his version of the 
legend, eliminated the raven, without specifying how Apollo got his knowl 
edge of the circumstance. The Scholiasts praise Pindar much for having 
rejected the puerile version of the story —émawvei rdv Iivdapov 6 ’Apréuwv 
éri Tapakpovodpuevoc THY TEepl TOV KboaKa loTopiav, aro du’ EavTOd eyvaKé- 
vat dnot Tov 'ATOAAw.........xaipew oby sdoac TH ToLobTH pw TEX Ew ¢ 
6vtTt Anpo et, etc. — compare also the criticisms of the Schol. ad Soph. 
Qidip. Kol. 1378, on the old epic Thebais; and the remarks of Arrian 
(Exp. Al. iii. 4) on the divine interference by which Alexander and his 
army were enabled to find their way across the sand of the desert to the 
temple of Ammon. 

In the eyes of M. Ampere, the recital of the biographer of St. Columban 
appears pucrile (ozw idov ade Seode dvagavda gidetvrac, Odyss. iii. 221). 
in the eyes of that biographer, the criticism of M. Ampére would have ap- 
peared impious. When it is once conceded that phenomena are distributa 
ble under two denominations, the natural and the miraculous, it must be left 
to the feelings of each individual to determine what is and what is not, a 
suitable occasion for a miracle. Diodérus and Pausanias differed in opinion 
(as stated in 1 previous chapter) about the death of Actzén by his own 
hounds, — the former maintaining that the case was one fit for the special 
fmtervention of the goddess Artemis; ‘the latter, that it was not so. Th 
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the charm and cherished creed of a numerous public,! to pass 
altogether out of credit, without even being regarded, among 
Protestants at least, as worthy of a formal scrutiny into the evie 
dence, —a proof of the transitory value of public belief, how- 
ever sincere and fervent, as a certificate of historical truth, if it 
be blended with religious predispositions. 


question is one determinable only by the religious feelings and conscience of 
the two dissentients: no common standard of judgment can be imposed upon 
them ; for no reasonings derived from science or philosophy are available, inas- 
much as in this case the very point in dispute is, whether the scientific point 
of view be admissible. Those who are disposed to adopt the supernatural 
belief, will find in every case the language open to them wherewith Diony 
sius of Halicarnassus (in recounting a miracle wrought by Vesta, in the 
early times of Roman history, for the purpose of rescuing an unjustly 
accused virgin) reproves the sceptics of his time: “It is well worth while 
(he observes) to recount the special manifestation (émpaverav) which the 
goddess showed to these unjustly accused virgins. For these circumstances, 
extraordinary as they are, have been held worthy of belief by the Romans, 
and historians have talked much about them. Those persons, indeed, who 
adopt the atheistical schemes of philosophy (if, indeed, we must call them 
philosophy), pulling in pieces as they do all the special manifestions (dmdca¢ 
Atacbpovtec Tac éxipaveiag TOv Gedy) of the gods which have taken place 
among Greeks or barbarians, will of course turn these stories also into ridi 
eule, ascribing them to the vain talk of men, as if none of the gods cared at 
all for mankind. But those who, having pushed their researches farther, 
believe the gods not to be indifferent to human affairs, but favorable to good 
men and hostile to bad — will not treat these special manifestations as more 
meredible than others.” (Dionys. Halic. ii. 68-69.) Plutarch, after noticing 
the great number of miraculous statements in circulation, expresses his 
anxiety to draw a line between the true and the false, but cannot find 
where: “excess, both of credulity and of incredulity (he tells us) in such 
matters is dangerous; caution, and nothing too much, is the best course.” 
(Camillus, c. 6.) Polybius is for granting permission to historians to recount 
a sufficient rumher of miracles to keep up a feeling of piety in the multi 
tude, but not mre: to measure out the proper quantity (he observes) is 
difficult, but not impossible (dvomapaypadég gory 4 mocdTnG, od uv amnapa 
ypavog ye, xvi. 12). 

‘The great Bollandist collection of the Lives of the Saints, intended to 
comprise the whole year, did not extend beyond the nine months from 
January to October, which occupy fifty-three large volames. The month 
of April fills three of those volumes, and exhibits the lives of 1472 saints 
Had the collection run over the entire year, the total number of such biog 
raphies could hardly have been less than 25,000, and might have been even 
greater (see Guizot, Cours d’Histoire Moderne, lecon xvii. p. 157) 
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The same mythopceic vein, and the same susceptibility and 
facility of belief, which had created both supply and demand for 
the legends of the Saints, also provided the abundant stock of 
romantic narrative poetry, in amplification and illustration of the 
chivalrous ideal. What the legends of Troy, of Thébes, of the 
Kalydonian boar, of Cidipus, Théseus, ete. were to an early 
Greek, the tales of Arthur, of Charlemagne, of the Niebelungen, 
were to an Englishman, or Frenchman, or German, of the twelfta 
er thirteenth century. They were neither recognized fiction nor 
authenticated history: they were history, as it is felt and wel- 
comed by minds unaccustomed to investigate evidence, and un- 
conscious of the necessity of doing so. That the Chronicle of 
Turpin, a mere compilation of poetical legends respecting Charle- 
magne, was accepted as genuine history, and even pronounced to 
be such by papal authority, is well known; and the authors of 
the Romances announce themselves, not less than those of the 
old Grecian epic, as being about to recount real matter of fact.1 
{t is certain that Charlemagne is a great historical name, and it 


1 See Warton’s History of English Poetry, vol. i. dissert. i. p. xvii. Again, 
im sect. iii. p. 140: “ Vincent de Beauvais, who lived under Louis IX. of 
France (about 1260), and who, on account of his extraordinary erudition, 
was appointed preceptor to that king’s sons, very gravely classes Archbishop 
Turpin’s Charlemagne among: the real histories, and places it on a level 
with Suetonius and Cesar. He was himself an historian, and has left a 
large history of the world, fraught with a variety of reading, and of high 
repute in the Middle Ages; but edifying and entertaining as this work might 
have been to his contemporaries, at present it serves only to record their 
prejudices and to characterize their credulity.” About the full belief in 
Arthur and the Tales of the Round Table during the fourteenth century, 
and about the strange historical mistakes of the poet Gower in the fifteenth, 
see the same work, sect. 7. vol. ii. p. 83; sect. 19. vol. ii. p. 239. 

“T’auteur de la Chronique de Turpin (says M. Sismondi, Littérature du 
Midi, vol. i. ch. 7. p. 289) n’avait point Vintention de briller aux yeux du 
public par une invention heureuse, ni d’amuser les oisifs par des contes mer- 
veilleux qu ils reconnoitroient pour tels: il présentait aux Frangais tous ces 
faits étranges comme de Vhistoire, et la lecture des légendes fabuleuses avait 
accoutumé a croire a de plus grandes merveilles encore; aussi plusieurs de 
ves fables furent elles reproduites dans la Chronique de St. Denis.” 

Again, 2. p. 290: * Souvent les anciens romanciers, lorsqu’ils entreprennert 
un récit de la cour de Charlemagne, prennent un ton plus élevé: ce ne sent 
point des falles qu’ila vont coiter, c’est de Vhistoire nationale, ~ c’est la 
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is possible, though not certain, that the name of Arthur may be 
historical also. But the Charlemagne of history, and the Charle- 
magne of romance, have little except the name in common nor 
could we ever determine, except by independent evidence (which 
in this case we happen to possess), whether Charlemagne was 
a real or a fictitious person.!1 That illustrious name, as well as 
the more problematical Arthur, is taken up by the romancers, not 
with a view to celebrate realities previously verified, but for the 
purpose of setting forth or amplifying an ideal of their own, in 
such manner as both to rouse the feelings and captivate the faith 
of their hearers. 

To inquire which of the personages of the Carlovingian epic 
were real and which were fictitious, — to examine whether the 
expedition ascribed to Charlemagne against Jerusalem had ever 
taken place or not, — to separate truth from exaggeration in the 
exploits of the Knights of the Round Table, — these were prob- 


gloire de leurs ancétres qu’ils veulent célébrer, et ils ont droit alors 4 deman- 
der qu’on les écoute avec respect.” 

The Chronicle of Turpin was inserted, even so late as the year 1566, in 
the collection printed by Scardius at Frankfort of early German historiang 
(Ginguené, Histoire Littéraire d’Italie, vol. iv. part ii. ch. 3. p. 157). 

To the same point — that these romances were listened to as real stories 
—see Sir Walter Scott’s Preface to Sir Tristram, p. lxvii. The authors of 
the Legends of the Saints are not less explicit in their assertions that every- 
thing which they recount is true and well-attested (Ampere, c. 14. p. 358). 

‘ The series of articles by M. Fauriel, published in the Revue des Deux 
Mondes, vol. xiii. are full of instruction respecting the origin, tenor, and 
influence of the Romances of Chivalry. Though the name of Charlemagne 
appears, the romancers are really unable to distinguish him from Charles 
Martel or from Charles the Bald (pp. 537-539). They ascribe to him an 
expedition to the Holy Land, in which he conquered Jerusalem from the 
Saracens, obtained possession of the relics of the passion of Christ, the 
crown of thorns, etc. These precious relics he carried to Rome, from 
whence they were taken to Spain by a Saracen emir, named Balan, at the 
head of an army. The expedition of Charlemagne against the Saracens in 
Spain was undertaken for the purpose of recovering the relics: “Ces 
divers romans peuvent étre regardés comme la suite, comme le développe 
ment, de la fiction de la conquéte de Jérusalem par Charlemagne.” 

Respecting the Romance of Rinaldo of Montauban ( describing the strug 
gles of a feudal lord against the emperor) M. Fauriel observes, “Tl n’y a je 
crois, aucun fondement historique : c’est selon toute apparence, la pure ex 
pression poctique du fait général, ' ete. (p. 542.) 
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lems which an audience of that day had neither disposition to 
undertake nor means to resolve. They accepted the narrative 
as they heard it, without suspicion or reserve; the incidents res 
lated, as well as the connecting links between them, were in full 
harmony with their feelings, and gratifying as well to theix 
sympathies as to their curiosity: nor was anything farther want- 
ing to induce them to believe it, though the historical basis might 
be ever so slight or even non-existent. 


1 Among the “formules consacrées” (observes M. Fauriel) of the roman- 
cers of the Carlovingian epic, are asseverations of their own veracity, and of 
the accuracy of what they are about to relate — specification of witnesses 
whom they have consulted — appeals to pretended chronicles: “ Que ces 
citations, ces indications, soient parfois sérieuses et sincéres, cela peut étre; 
mais c’est une exception et une exception rare. De telles allégations de la 
part des romanciers, sont en général un pur et simple mensonge, mais non 
toutefois un mensonge gratuit. C’est un mensonge qui a sa raison et sa 
conyenance: il tient au désir et au besoin de satisfuire une opinion accoutu- 
mée a supposer et a chercher du vrai dans les fictions du genre de celles ou 
Yon allégue ces prétendues autorités. La maniére dont les auteurs de ces 
fictions les qualifient souvent eux-mémes, est une conséquence naturelle de 
leur prétention d’y avoir suivi des documens vénérables. Ils les qualifient 
de chansons de vieille histoire, de haute histoire, de bonne geste, de grande baron- 
nie: et ce n’est pas pour se vanter quwiils parlent ainsi: la vanité d’auteur 
nest rien chez eux, en comparaison du besoin qu’ils ont d’étre crus, de passer 
pour de simples traducteurs, de simples répétiteurs de légendes ou d’histoire 
consacrée. Ces protestations de véracité, qui, plus ou moins expresses, sont 
de rigueur dans les romans Carlovingiens, y sont aussi frequemment accom 
pagnées de protestations accessoires contre les romanciers, qui, ayant deja 
traité un sujet donné, sont accusés d’y avoir faussé la vérité.” (Fauriel, 
Orig. d PEpopée Chevaleresque, in the Revue des Deux Mondes, vol. xiii. 
p. 554.) 

About the Cycle of the Round Table, see the same series of articles 
(Rey. D. M. t. xiv. pp. 170-184). The Chevaliers of the Saint Graal were a 
sort of zdéal of the Knights Templars: “ Une race de princes héroiques, 
originaires de |’ Asie, fut prédestinée par le ciel méme 4 la garde du Saint 
Graal. Perille fut le premier de cette race, qui s’étant converti au Chris- 
tianisme, passa en Europe sous |’Empereur Vespasien,” etc.; then follows a 
string of fabulous incidents: the epical agency is similar to that of Homet 
— Aloe 0” éredeieto Bovan. 

M. Paulin Paris, in his Prefaces to the Romans des Douze Pairs de 
France, has controverted many of the positions of M. Fauriel, and with sue- 
cess, so far as regards the Provencal origin of the Chansons de Geste, 
asserted by the latter. In regard to the Romances of the Round Table, he 
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The romances of chivalry represented, to those who heard 
them, real deeds of the foretime — “ glories of the foregone men,” 
to use the Hesiodic expression! — at the same time that they em 
bodied and filled up the details of an heroic ideal, such as that 
age could conceive and admire — a fervent piety, combined with 
strength, bravery, and the love of adventurous aggression, directed 
sometimes against infidels, sometimes against enchanters or mon- 
sters, sometimes in defence of the fair sex. Such characteristies 
were naturally popular, in a century of feadal struggles and uni- 


agrees substantially with M. Fauriel; but he tries to assign a greater histo- 
rical value to the poems of the Carlovingian epic,— very unsuccessfully, in 
my opinion. But his own analysis of the old poem of Garin Ge Loherain 
bears out the very opinion which he is confuting: “Nous sommes au regne 
de Charles Martel, et nous reconnaissons sous d’autres noms les détails 
exacts de la fameuse défaite d’Attila dans les champs Catalauniques. Saint 
Loup et Saint Nicaise, glorieux prélats du quatritme siécle, reviennent 
figurer autour du pére de Pépin le Bref: enfin pour compléter la confusion, 
Charles Martel meurt sur le champ de bataille, 4 la place du roi des Visi- 
goths, Théodoric...... Toutes les parties de la narration sont vraies: seule- 
ment toutes s’y trouvent déplacées. Kn général, les peuples n’entendent rien & 
la chronologie : les evenemens restent: les individus, les lieux et les €poques, 
ne laissent aucune trace: c’est pour ainsi dire, une décoration scénique que 
Pon applique indifféremment a des récits souvent contraires.” (Preface to, 
the Roman de Garin le Loherain, pp. xvi-xx.: Paris, 1833.) Compare also 
his Lettre 4 M. Monmerqué, prefixed to the Roman de Berthe aux Grans 
Pies, Paris, 1836. 

To say that al/ the parts of the narrative are true, is contrary to M. Paris's 
own showing: some parts may be true, separately taken, but these fragments 
of truth are melted down with a large mass of fiction, and cannot be dis- 
criminated unless we possess some independent test. The puet who picks 
out one incident from the fourth century, another from the fifcn, and a few 
more from the eighth, and then blends them all into a continuous tale along 
with many additions of his own, shows that he takes the items of fact because 
they suit the purposes of his narrative, not because they happen to be attested 
by historical evidence. His hearers are not critical: they desire to have 
their imaginations and feelings affected, and they are ccutent to accept with- 
out question whatever accomplishes this end. 

‘ Hesiod, Theogon. 100 — KAéa rpotépwv dad9pdrav. Puttenham talks of 
the remnant of bards existing in his time (1589): “Blind Harpers, or such 
like Taverne Minstrels, whose matters are for the most part stories of old 
time, as the Tale of Sir Topaze, the Reportes of Bevis of Southampton, Adam 
Bell, Clymme of the Clough, and sach other old Romances or Historical 
Rhymes.” (Arte of English Poesiz, book ii. cap. 9.) 
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versal insecurity, when the grand subjects of common respect and 
interest were the Church and the Crusades, and when the latter 
especially were embraced with an enthusiasm truly astonishing. 

The long German poem of the Niebelungen Lied, as well as 
the Volsunga Saga and a portion of the songs of the Edda, relate 
to a common fund of mythical, superhuman personages, and of 
fabulous adventure, identified with the earliest antiquity of the 
Teutonic and Scandinavian race, and representing their primitive 
sentiment towards ancestors of divine origin. Sigurd, Brynhilde, 
Gudrun, and Atle, are mythical characters celebrated as well by 
the Scandinavian Scalds as by the German epic poets, but with 
many varieties and separate additions to distinguish the one from 
the other. The German epic, later and more elaborated, includes 
various persons not known to the songs in the Edda, in particu- 
lar the prominent name of Dieterich of Bern — presenting, more- 
over, the principal characters and circumstances as Christian, while 
in the Edda there is no trace of anything but heathenism. There 
is, indeed, in this the old and heathen version, a remarkable anal- 
ogy with many points of Grecian mythical narrative. As in the 
case of the short life of Achilles, and of the miserable Labdakids 
of Thébes — so in the family of the Volsungs, though sprung from 
and protected by the gods —a curse of destiny hangs upon them 
and brings on their ruin, in spite of preéminent personal quali 
ties. The more thoroughly this old Teutonic story has been 
traced and compared, in its various transformations and accom- 
paniments, the less can any well-established connection be made 
out for it with authentic historical names or events. We must 
acquiesce in its personages as distinct in original conception from 
common humanity, and as belonging to the subjective mythical 
world of the race by whom they were sung. 

Such were the compositions which not only interested the 


1 Respecting the Volsunga Saga and the Niebelungen Lied, the work of 
Lange — Untersuchungen ber die Geschichte und das Verhiltniss der 
Nordischen und Deutschen Heldensage — is a valuable translation from the 
Danish Saga-Bibliothek of P. E. Muller. 

P. E. Miller maintains, indeed, the historical basis of the tales respecting 
the Volsungs (see pp- 102-107)— upon arguments very unsatisfactory ; 
though the genuine Scandinavian origin of the tale is perfectly made out. 
The chapter added by Lange himself, at the close (see p. 432, etc.), contains 
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emotions, but also satisfied the undistinguishing historical curio- 
sity, of the ordinary public in the middle ages. ‘The exploits of 
many of these romantic heroes resemble in several points those 
of the Grecian; the adventures of Perseus, Achilles, Odysseus, 
Atalanta, Bellerophén, Jason, and the Trojan war, or Argonautic 
expedition generally, would have fitted in perfectly to the Car- 
lovingian or other epies of the period.!' That of the middle ages, 


juster views as to the character of the primitive mythology, though he too 
advances some positions respecting a something “ reinsymbolisches ” in the 
background, which I find it difficult to follow (see p. 477, etc). — ‘There are 
very ancient epical ballads still sung by the people in the Faro Islands, many 
of them relating to Sigurd and his adventures (p. 412). 

Jacob Grimm, in his Deutsche Mythologie, maintains the purely mythical 
character, as opposed to the historical, of Siegfried and Dieterich (Art. Helden, 
pp. 344-346). 

So, too, in the great Persian epic of Ferdousi, the principal characters are 
religious and mythical. M. Mohl observes, —“ Les caractéres des person- 
hages principaux de l’ancienne histoire de Perse se retrouvent dans le livre 
des Rois (de Ferdousi) tels que les indiquent les parties des livres de Zoro- 
aster que nous possédons encore. Kaioumors, Djemschid, Feridoun, Gush- 
tasp, Isfendiar, etc. jouent dans le poeme épique le méme réle que dans les 
Livres sacrées: a cela prés, que dans les derniers ils nous apparaissent & 
travers une atmosphere mythologique qui grandit tous leurs traits: mais 
cette différence est précisement celle qu’on devait s’attendre a trouver entre 
la tradition religieuse et la tradition épiyue.” (Mohl, Livre des Rois par 
Ferdousi, Préface, p. 1.) 

The Persian historians subsequent to Ferdousi have all taken his poem as 
the basis of their histories, and have even copied him faithfully and literally 
(Mohl, p. 53). Many of his heroes became the subjects of long epical biog- 
raphies, written and recited without any art or grace, often by writers whose 
names are unknown (7b. pp. 54-70). Mr. Morier tells us that “the Shah 
Nameh is still believed by the present Persians to contain their ancient his- 
tory” (Adventures of Hadgi Baba, c. 32). As the Christian romancers 
transformed Apollo into the patron of Mussulmans, so Ferdousi makes Alex- 
ander the Great a Christian: “La critique historique (observes M. Mohl) 
était du temps de Ferdousi chose presqu’ inconnue.” (7d. p. xlviii.) About the 
absence not only of all historiography, but also of all idea of it, or taste for it 
among the early Indians, Persians, Arabians, etc., see the learned book of 
Nork, Die Gétter Syriens, Preface, p. viii. segg. (Stuttgart, 1842.) 

* Several of the heroes of the ancient world were indeed themselves popu- 
lar subjects with the romancers of the middle ages, Théseus, Jason, ete.; 
Alexander the Great, more so than any of them. 

Dr. Warton observes, respecting the Argonautic expedition, “ Few stories 
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like the Grecian, was eminently expansive in its nature: new 
stories were successively attached to the names and companions 
of Charlemagne and Arthur, just as the legend of Troy was 
enlarged by Arktinus, Leschés, and Stesichorus, — that of Thébes, 
by fresh miseries entailed on the fated head of C&dipus, — and 
that of the Kalydénian boar, by the addition of Atalanta. Alto- 
gether, the state of mind of the hearers seems in both cases to 
have been much the same,— eager for emotion and sympathy, 
and receiving any narrative attuned to their feelings, not merely 
with hearty welcome, but also with unsuspecting belief. 
Nevertheless, there were distinctions deserving of notice, which 
render the foregoing proposition more absolutely exact with re- 
gard to Greece than with regard to the middle ages. The tales 
of the epic, and the mythes in their most popular and extended 
signification, were the only intellectual nourishment with which 
the Grecian public was supplied, until the sixth century before 
the Christian «#ra: there was no prose writing, no history, no 
philosophy. But such was not exactly the case at the time when 
the epic of the middle ages appeared. At that time, a portion of 
society possessed the Latin language, the habit of writing, and 
some tinge both of history and philosophy: there were a series 
of chronicles, scanty, indeed, and imperfect, but referring to con- 


of antiquity have more the cast of one of the old romances than this of Jas6n. 
An expedition of a new kind is made into a strange and distant country, 
attended with infinite dangers and difficulties. The king’s daughter of the 
new country is an enchantress; she falls in love with the young prince, who 
is the chief adventurer. The prize which he seeks is guarded by brazen-foot- 
ed bulls, who breathe fire, and by a hideous dragon, who never sleeps. The 
princess lends him the assistance of her charms and incantations to conquer 
these obstacles; she gives him possession of the prize, leaves her father’s 
court, and follows him into his native country.” (Warton, Observations on 
Spenser, vol. i. p. 178.) 
To the same purpose M. Ginguené: “ Le premier modéle des Fées n’est- 
il pas dans Circé, dans Calypso, dans Médée?. Celui des géans, dans Poly- 
phéme, dans Cacus, et dans les géans, ou les Titans, cette race ennemie de 
Yupiter? 8 serpens et les dragons des romans ne sont-ils pas des succes: 
vurs du deggon des Hesperides et de celui de la Toison d’or? Les Magi- 
jens! la Thessalie en étoit pleine. Les armes enchantées impénétrables! 
elles sont de la méme trempe, et l’on peut les croire forgées au méme four- 
neau que celles d’Achille et d’Enée.” (Ginguené, Histoire Littéraire d’Italie, 
vol. iv. part ii. ch, 3, p. 151.) 
VOL. L 21 Sloe. 
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temporary events and preventing the real history of th past 
from passing into oblivion: there were even individual scholars, 
in the twelfth century, whose acquaintance with Latin literature 
was sufficiently considerable to enlarge their minds and to im- 
prove their judgments. Moreover, the epic of the middle ages, 
though deeply imbued with religious ideas, was not directly amal- 
gamated with the religion of the people, and did not always find 
favor with the clergy; while the heroes of the Grecian epic 
were not only linked in a thousand ways with existing worship, 
practices, and sacred localities, but Homer and Hesiod pass with 
Herodotus for the constructors of Grecian theology. We thus 
see that the ancient epic was both exempt from certain distract- 
ing influences by which that of the middle ages was surrounded, 
and more closely identified with the veins of thought and feeling 
prevalent in the Grecian public. Yet these counteracting in- 
fluences did not prevent Pope Calixtus II. from declaring the 
Chronicle of Turpin to be a genuine history. 

If we take the history of our own country as it was conceived 
and written from the twelfth to the seventeenth century by Hard- 
yng, Fabyan, Grafton, Hollinshed, and others, we shall find that 
it was supposed to begin with Brute the Trojan, and was carried 
down from thence, for many ages and through a long succession 
of kings, to the times of Julius Cesar. A similar belief of de- 
scent from Troy, arising seemingly from a reverential imitation 
of the Romans and of their Trojan origin, was cherished in the 
fancy of other European nations. With regard to the English, 
the chief circulator of it was Geoffrey of Monmouth, and it pass- 
ed with little resistance or dispute into the national faith —the 
kings from Brute downward being enrolled in regular chronolo- 
gical series with their respective dates annexed. In a dispute 
which took place during the reign of Edward. I. (a. p. 1801) 
between England and Scotland, the descent of the kings of Eng- 
land from Brute the Trojan was solemnly embodied in a docu- 
ment put forth to sustain the rights of the crown of England, as 
an argument bearing on the case then in discussion: and it pass- 
ed without attack from the opposing party,! —an incident which 


* See Warton’s History of English Poetry, sect. iii. p. 131, note. “Ne 
man befor the sixteenth century presumed to doubt that the Francs derived 
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reminds as of the appeal made by /Eschinés, in the contention 
between the Athenians and Philip of Macedén, respecting Am- 
phipolis, to the primitive dotal rights of Akamas son of Théseus 
— and also of the defence urged by the Athenians to sustain their 
eonquest of Sigeium, against the reclamations of the Mityleneans, 
“herein the former alleged that they had as much right to the 
wlace as any of the other Greeks who had formed part of the 
victorious armament of Agamemnoén.! 

The tenacity with which this early series of British kings was 
@efended, is no less remarkable than the facility with which it 
was admitted. The chroniclers at the beginning of the seven- 
teenth century warmly protested against the intrusive scepticism 
which would cashier so many venerable sovereigns and efface so 
many noble deeds. They appealed to the patriotic feelings of 
their hearers, represented the enormity of thus setting up a pre- 
sumptuous criticism against the belief of ages, and insisted on 
the danger of the precedent as regarded history generally.2, How 
this controversy stood, at the time and in the view of the illus- 


their origin from Francus son of Hector; that the Spaniards were descend- 
ed from Japhet, the Britons from Brutus, and the Scotch from Fergus.” 
(Ibid. p. 140.) 

According to the Prologue of the prose Edda, Odin was the supreme 
king of Troy in Asia, “in ed terra quam nos Turciam appellamus..... 
Hine omnes Borealis plage magnates vel primores genealogias suas refer- 
unt, atque principes illius urbis inter numina locant: sed in primis ipsum 
Priamum pro Odeno ponunt,” ete. They also identified Zros with Thor. 
(See Lexicon Mythologicum ad calcem Eddz Semund, p. 552. vol. iii.) 

1 See above, ch. xv. p. 458; also AUschinés, De Falsa Legatione, c. 14, 
Herodot. v. 94. The Herakleids pretended a right to the territory in Sicily 
near Mount Eryx, in consequence of the victory gained by their progenitor 
Héraklés over Eryx, the eponymous hero of the place. (Herodot. v, 43.) 

2 The remarks in Speed’s Chronicle (book v. c. 3. sect. 11-12), and the 
preface to Howes’s Continuation of Stow’s Chronicle, published in 1631, are 
curious as illustrating this earnest feeling. The Chancellor Fortescue, in 
impressing upon his royal pupil, the son of Henry VL., the limited character 
of English monarchy, deduces it from Brute the Trojan: “ Concerning the 
different powers which kings claim over their subjects, I am firmly of opin- 
ion that it arises solely from the different nature of their original institution. 
So the kingdom of England had its original from Brute and the Trojans, 
who attended him from Italy and Greece, and became a mixed kind of 
government, compounded of the regal and the political.” (Hallam, Hist 
Mid. Ages, ch. viii. P. 3, page 230.) 
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trious author of Paradise Lost, I shall give in his own words, a 
they appear in the second page of his History of England. After 
having briefly touched upon the stories of Samothes son of Ja 
phet, Albion son of Neptune, etc., he proceeds : — 

“ But now of Brutus and his line, with the whole progeny of 
kings to the entrance of Julius Cesar, we cannot so easily be 
discharged: descents of ancestry long continued, laws and exe 
ploits not plainly seeming to be borrowed or devised, which on 
the common belief have wrought no small impression: defended 
by many, denied utterly by few. For what though Brutus and the 
whole Trojan pretence were yielded up, seeing they, who first de- 
vised to bring us some noble ancestor, were content at first with 
Brutus the Consul, till better invention, though not willing to fore- 
go the name, taught them to remove it higher into a more fabu- 
lous age, and by the same remove lighting on the Trojan tales, 
in affectation to make the Briton of one original with the Roman, 
pitched there: Yet those old and inborn kings, never any to have 
been real persons, or done in their lives at least some part of what 
so long hath been remembered, cannot be thought without too strict 
incredulity. For these, and those causes above mentioned, that 
which hath received approbation from so many, I have chosen 
not to omit. Certain or uncertain, be that upon the credit of those 
whom I must follow: so faras keeps aloof from impossible or 
absurd, attested by ancient writers from books more ancient, I 
refuse not, as the due and proper subject of story.”! 

Yet in spite of the general belief of so many centuries — in 
spite of the concurrent persuasion of historians and poets —in 
spite of the declaration of Milton, extorted from his feelings 
rather than from his reason, that this long line of quasi-historical 
kings and exploits could not be all unworthy of belief — in spite 
of so large a body of authority and precedent, the historians of 
the nineteenth century begin the history of England with Julius 
Cesar. They do not attempt either to settle the date of king 
Bladud’s accession, or to determine what may be the basis of 
truth in the affecting narrative of Lear.2 The standard of his 


*“ Antiquitas enim recepit fabulas fictas etiam Lonnunquam incondite: 
hec ztas autem jam exculta, preesertim eludens omne quod fieri non potest, 
respuit,” ete. (Cicero, De Republica, ii. 10, p. 147, ed. Maii.) 

* Dr. Zachary Grey has the following observations in his Notes on Shaks 
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torical credibility, especially with regard to modern events, has 
indeed been greatly and sensibly raised within the last hundred 
years. 

But in regard to ancient Grecian history, the rules of evidenca 
still continue relaxed. The dictum of Milton, regarding the ante- 
Czsarian history of England, still represents pretty exactly the 
feeling now prevalent respecting the mythical history of Greece 
“Yet those old and inborn kings (Agamemnén, Achilles, Odys- 
seus, Jasén, Adrastus, Amphiarius, Meleager, etc.), never any 
to have been real persons, or done in their lives at least some 
part of what so long hath been remembered, cannot be thought 
without too strict incredulity.” Amidst much fiction (we are still 
told), there must be some truth: but how is such truth to be 
singled out? Milton does not even attempt to make the seve- 
rance: he contents himself with “ keeping aloof from the impos- 
sible and the absurd,” and ends in a narrative which has indeed 
the merit of being sober-colored, but which he never for a moment 
thinks of recommending to his readers as true. So in regard to 
the legends of Greece, — Troy, Thébes, the Argonauts, the Boar 
of Kalydén, Héraklés, Théseus, CGidipus,— the conviction still 
holds in men’s minds, that there must be something true at the 
bottom; and many readers of this work may be displeased, I 
fear, not to see conjured up before them the Eiddélon of an au- 
thentic history, even though the vital spark of evidence be 
altogether wanting.! 
peare (London, 1754, vol. i.p. 112). In commenting on the passage in King 
Lear, Nero is an angler in the lake of darkness, he says, “This is one of 
Shakspeare’s most remarkable anachronisms. King Lear succeeded his 


father Bladud anno mundi 3105; and Nero, anno mundi 4017, was sixteen 
years old, when he married Octavia, Cwsar’s daughter. See Funcii Chro- 
nologia, p. 94.” 

Such a supposed chronological discrepancy would hardly be pointed out 
in any commentary now written. 

The introduction prefixed by Mr. Giles, to his recent translation of Geof- 
frey of Monmouth (1842), gives a just view both of the use which our old 
poeis made of his tales, and of the general credence so long and so unsus- 
pectingly accorded to them. The list of old British kings given by Mr. 
Giles also deserves attention, as a parallel to the Grecian genealogies anterior 
to the Olympiads. 

4 The following passage, from the Preface of Mr. Price to Warton’s His- 
ery of English Poetry, is alike just and forcibly c'taracterized ; the whole 
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I presume to think that our great poet has proceeded upon 
mistaken views with respect to the old British fables, not less in 


Preface is, indeed, full of philosophical reflection on popular fables gene- 
rally. Mr. Price observes (p. 79) : — 

“The great evil with which this long-contested question appears to be 
threatened at the present day, is an extreme equally dangerous with the 
incredulity of Mr. Ritson, —a disposition to receive as authentic history, 
under a slightly fabulous coloring, every incident recorded in the British 
Chronicle. An allegorical interpretation is now inflicted upon all the mar- 
vellous circumstances ; a forced construction imposed upon the less glaring 
deviations from probability; and the usual subterfuge of baffled research, — 
erroneous readings and etymological sophistry, —is made to reduce every 
stubborn and intractable text to something like the consistency required. It 
might have been expected that the notorious failures of Dionysius and Plu- 
tarch, in Roman history, would have prevented the repetition of an error, 
which neither learning nor ingenuity can render palatable; and that the 
havoc and deadly ruin effected by these ancient writers (in other respects so 
valuable) in one of the most beautiful and interesting monuments of tradi- 
tional story, would have acted as sufficient corrective on all future aspirants. 
The favorers of this system might at least have been ‘instructed by the phi- 
losophic example of Livy, —if it be lawful to ascribe to philosophy a line 
of conduct which perhaps was prompted by a powerful sense of poetic 
beauty, — that traditional record can only gain in the hands of the future 
historian by one attractive aid, —the grandeur and lofty praces of that in- 
comparable style in which the first decade is written ; and that the best duty 
towards antiquity, and the most agreeable one towards posterity, is to trans- 
mit the narrative received as an unsophisticated tradition, in all the plenitude 
of its marvels and the awful dignity of its supernatural agency. For, how- 
ever largely we may concede that real events have supplied the substance of 
any traditive story, yet the amount of absolute facts, and the manner of those 
facts, the period of their occurrence, the names of the agents, and the local- 
ity given to the scene, are all combined upon principles so wholly beyond 
our knowledge, that it becomes impossible to fix with certainty upon any 
single point better authenticated than its fellow. Probability in such decis- 
ions will often prove the most fallacious guide we can follow; for, independ- 
ently of the acknowledged historical axiom, that ‘le vrai n’est pas toujours 
le vraisemblable,’ innumerable instances might be adduced, where tradition 
has had recourse to this very probability to confer a plausible sanction upon 
her most fictitious and romantic incidents. It will be a much more useful 
labor, wherever it can be effected, to trace the progress of this traditional 
story in the country where it has become located, by a reference to those 
natural or artificial monuments which are the unvarying sources of fictitious 
events ; and, by a strict comparison of its details with the analogous memo- 
rials of other nations, to separate those elements which are obviously of & 
native growth, from the occurrences bearing ‘he impress of a foreign origia 
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that which he leaves out than in that which he retains. To omit 
the miraculous and the fantastic, (it is that which he really meana 
by “the impossible and the absurd,”) is to suck the lifeblood out 
of these once popular narratives, — to divest them at once both 
of their genuine distinguishing mark, and the charm by which 
they acted on the feelings of believers. Still less ought we to 
consent to break up and disenchant in a similar manner the mythes 
of ancient Greece, — partly because they possess the mythical 
beauties and characteristics in far higher perfection, partly be- 
cause they sank deeper into the mind of a Greek, and pervaded 
both the public and private sentiment of the country to a much 
greater degree than the British fables in England. 

Two courses, and two only, are open; either to pass over the 
mythes altogether, which is the way in which modern historians 
_treat the old British fables, or else to give an account of them 
as mythes; to recognize and respect their specific nature, and to 
abstain from confounding them with ordinary and certifiable his- 
tory. There are good reasons for pursuing this second method 
in reference to the Grecian mythes; and when so considered, 
they constitute an important chapter in the history of the Grecian 
mind, and indeed in that of the human race generally. The his- 
torical faith of the Greeks, as well as that of other people, in 
reference to early and unrecorded times, is as much subjective 
and peculiar to themselves as their religious faith: among the 
Greeks, especially, the two are confounded with an intimacy 
which nothing less than great violence can disjoin. Gods, heroes, 
and men — religion and patriotism — matters divine, heroic, and 
human — were all woven together by the Greeks into one indi- 
visible web, in which the threads of truth and reality, whatever 
they might originally have been, were neither intended to be, 


We shall gain little, perhaps, by such a course for the history of human events ; 
but it will be an important accession to our stock of knowledge on the his- 
tory of the human mind. It will infallibly display, as in the analysis of every 
similar record, the operations of that refining principle which is ever obliter 
ating the monotonous deeds of violence that fill the chronicle of a nation’s 
early career, and exhibit the brightest attribute in the catalogue of man’s 
intellectual endowments, —a glowing and vigorous imagination, — bestowing 
upon all the impulses of the mind a splendor and virtuous dignity, which, 
however fallacious historically considered, are never without a powerfully 
vedeeming good, the ethical tendency of all their lessons” 
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nor were actually, distinguishable. Composed of such material 
and animated by the electric spark of genius, the mythical an- 
tiquities of Greece formed a whole at once trustworthy and 
captivating to the faith and feelings of the people; but neither 
trustworthy nor captivating, when we sever it from these sub 
jective conditions, and expose its naked elements to the scrutiny 
of an objective criticism. Moreover, the separate portions of 
Grecian mythical foretime ought to be considered with reference 
to that aggregate of which they form a part: to detach the divine 
from the heroic legends, or some one of the heroic legends from 
the remainder, as if there were an essential and generic difference 
between them, is to present the whole under an erroneous point 
of view. The mythes of Troy and Thébes are no more to be 
handled objectively, with a view to deteet an historical base, than 
those of Zeus in Kréte, of Apollo and Artemis in Délos, of 
Hermés, or of Prométheus. To single out the Siege of Troy 
from the other mythes, as if it were entitled to preéminence as 
an ascertained historical and chronological event, is a proceeding 
which destroys the true character and coherence of the mythical 
world: we only transfer the story (as has been remarked in the 
preceding chapter) from a class with which it is connected by 
every tie both of common origin and fraternal affinity, to another 
with which it has no relationship, except such as violent and 
gratuitous criticism may enforce. 

By drawing this marked distinction between the ston and 
the historical world, — between matter appropriate only for sub- 
jective history, and matter in which objective evidence is attain- 
able, — we shall only carry out to its proper length the just and 
well-known position long ago laid down by Varro. That learned 
man recognized three distinguishable periods in the time pre- 
ceding his own age; “First, the time from the beginning of 
mankind down to the first deluge; a time wholly unknown. Sec- 
ondly, the period from the first deluge down to the first Olympiad, 
which is called the mythical period, because many fabulous things 
are recounted in it. Thirdly, the time from the first Olympiad 
down to ourselves, which is called the historical period, because 
the things done in it are comprised in true histories.”! 


- Varro ap. Censorir. de Die Natali; Varronis Fragm. p. 219, ed. Scali: 
ger, 1623. “ Varro tria discrimina temporum esse tradit. Primum ab hom 
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Taking the commencement of true or objective history at the 
point indicated by Varro, I still consider the mythical and histor- 
ical periods to be separated by a wider gap than he would havo 
admitted. ‘To select any one year as an absolute point of com- 
mencement, is of course not to be understood literally: but in 
point of fact, this is of very little importance in reference to the 
present question, seeing that the great mythical events — the 
sieges of Thébes and Troy, the Argonautic expedition, the Kaly- 
donian boar-hunt, the Return of the Hérakleids, etc.—are all 
placed long anterior to the first Olympiad, by those who have 
applied chronological boundaries to the mythical narratives. The 
period immediately preceding the first Olympiad is one exceed- 
ingly barren of events; the received chronology recognizes four 
hundred years, and Herodotus admitted five hundred years, from 
that date back to the Trojan war. 


inum principio usque ad cataclysmum priorem, quod propter ignorantiam 
vocatur dd7jAov. Secundum, a cataclysmo priore ad Olympiadem primam, 
quod quia in eo multa fabulosa referuntur, Jfythicon nominatur. Tertium 
aprima Olympiade ad nos; qued dicitur Historicon, quia res in eo geste 
veris historiis continentur.” 

To the same purpose Africanus, ap. Eusebium, Prep. Ey. xx. p. 487: 
Méxoe piv "OAvuriadwr, obdév axpiBic iotdpytat Toig "EAAQGL, TavTwY owyKe- 
xeeéver, wai ward undév abroig Tov mpd Tod cuppwvotvTar, etc. 
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